
First  Presbyterian Church of  Redlands  

In this page I seek to pass along some 

word of encouragement.  That’s usually 

connected to a spiritual truth.  But this 

month I want to remind you of one  

simple truth: you and I have a wonderful 

church staff, both paid and volunteer.   

 

Pastor Hart has been with us for 11 

years.  Judy Tanner has been with us for 

nearly 5 years.  Pastor Hameed  

re-started his ministry on December 15, 

2013.  Indonesian Music Director Cakra 

Nelwan has been with us 5.5 years. 

Zach Neufeld has been with us 2.5 

years.  I’ve been with you two years, and 

Luke Frederickson has been our  

custodian for 15 months.  Except for 

me, we’re all part-time. 

 

Two simple but all-too-easy-to-forget 

truths: (1) the church is not the staff, 

paid or volunteer, it’s the people and (2) 

the church is not the building.  The 

church is people helping people, guided 

by the Holy Spirit (whether God’s Spirit is 

acknowledged or not).  About 75% of the 

church’s income from pledges, donors 

and rentals goes to pay the staff.  And if 

wasn’t for all the volunteer help, as 

counters, Treasurer, archivist, and work 

party part ic ipants,   let  a lone  

Deacons, Elders and committee and 

task force members, we simply would be 

a shell of what we currently are. 

 

So thank you(!) and know that we, the 

paid staff, take our jobs seriously.  We 

are thankful for the 

official feedback you 

give some of us 

t h r o u g h  a n n u a l  

reviews and the  

unofficial feedback 

you give us through 

trusted confidantes.  

You’ve made this a 

wonderful place to work.  As Thanksgiving 

approaches, we, the staff, paid and  

unpaid, give thanks for you, three  

c o n g r e g a t i o n s / o n e  c h u r c h ! 

Gratefully,    

Pastor Tom   

 

Succulents and Society Garlic Plant-

ed in the “Upper Courtyard” 

Thanks to Church  

Secretary Judy Tanner 

for cultivating the four 

round planters on the 

north side of the  

Sanctuary patio!  (She 

did that on her own 

initiative and with no suggestion from 

me.)  There’s one more round planter 

down in the lower courtyard.  Any “green 

thumbs” in our midst?  We are seeking to 

spruce up our campus with paint, bath-

r o o m ,  c l a s s r o o m  a n d  

entryway refurbishment, mulch and  

perhaps even parking lot slurry sealing.  

It’s all to make our campus more  

attractive to the community and the Lead 

Pastor candidates. 
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SESSION MEMBERS 

Current members of  

the Session are: 

Mark Evans 

Lynn Jordan 

Wilson Kayange 

Marcia Fagan—  

Clerk of Session 

Jeri Bray 

Richard Frederick 

Luann Bangsund 

Kathleen Wilmot 

Ann Platz 

Jerri Rodewald 

Dick Jones 

Al Polchow 



The November meeting will be held at the home of Luann  

Bangsund, on Thursday, November 5, at 7:00 P.M.   

Jesus was a Migrant by Deidre Cornell will be the topic of  

discussion. Call the office for directions to the meeting.   

 

In December, Stickeen, by John Muir will be the book of the 

month. Marcia Fagan will host the group. 
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FPC-Redlands* Monthly Book Club 

 

November 1 Communion Sunday 

9:30 A.M.    English Worship Service 

10:45 A.M.  Adult Enrichment 

5:00 P.M.   Indonesian Worship Service 

5:00 P.M.   Pakistani/Indian Worship Svc. 

November 5 

11:00 A.M.  Deacons Meeting 

6:30 P.M.    PNC Meeting 

7:00 P.M.     FPC Book Club 

November 6 

12:00 Noon  Knitting Companions 

 

November 8 

9:30 A.M.    English Worship Service 

10:45 A.M.  Adult Enrichment 

5:00 P.M.   Indonesian Worship Service 

5:00 P.M.   Pakistani/Indian Worship Svc. 

November 10 

7:00 P.M.   Mission Commission 

November 11     Veterans Day 

6:45 P.M.   Property & Finance 

November 12 

9:00 A.M.    Christian Education 

 

November 15  

  9:30 A.M.   English Worship Service 

10:45 A.M.   Adult Enrichment 

  5:00 P.M.   Indonesian Worship  

                                     Service 

5:00 P.M.     Pakistani/Indian Worship 

                                      Service 

November 16 

7:00 P.M.    Session Meeting 

November 18 

1:30 P.M.     Wenonah Circle 

  Mary Lou Jones Hosts 

November 19 

6:30 P.M.     PNC Meeting 

November 20 

11:00 A.M.   Coffee Shop Circle 

November 22 

  9:30 A.M.    English Worship Service 

10:45 A.M.    Adult Enrichment 

  5:00 P.M.    Indonesian Worship  

                                     Service 

  5:00 P.M.    Pakistani/Indian Special  

                  Thanksgiving Worship Service 

November 24 

Pastor Tom on vacation 

November 26   Thanksgiving Day 

Church Office Closed 

November 27 

Church Office Closed 

 

November 29  

  9:30 A.M.    English Worship Service 

10:45 A.M.    Adult Enrichment 

  5:00 P.M.    Indonesian Worship  

                                     Service 

   5:00 P.M.    Pakistani/Indian Worship  

                                      Service 

November 30 

Pastor Tom Returns from Vacation 

November 2015 

 

God has cared for these trees, saved them from drought, disease, avalanches, and a 

thousand tempests and floods. But he cannot save them from fools. 

John Muir  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/j/john_muir.html
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Session Highlights          by Marcia Fagan 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held its regularly  

monthly scheduled meeting on Monday evening, October 19, 2015, and took the 

following actions:  

 

Received the Financial Report for the month of September: 

    Total Income:   $14,477.63            

                                       Total Expenditures:   $21,793.14  

       Net Income:              --$ 7,315.51  

                 Balance in General Account:   $86,726.30  

 

Approved a Special Congregational Meeting for Sunday, December 6, 2015 at 10:20 a.m. in the Sanctuary, for 

the purpose of electing church officers (Elders and Deacons). 

 

Reviewed information about “Pledge Sunday,” the letters that went out to members about pledging, and the 

process being used to communicate with members about the importance of pledging.  Compliments were given 

to Luann Bangsund for her informative class at 10:45 a.m. on Sunday, October 18th about the church budget. 

 

Approved vacation days for Pastor Tom for November 24-29, 2015. 

 

Approved the extension of the current Covenant with Pastor Tom through November 30, 2015 to allow the  

Personnel Committee to complete evaluations and to finalize a revised Covenant for Pastor Tom for the coming 

year. 

 

Approved an expenditure not to exceed $38,500 for four improvement/repair projects in John Knox Hall.  Areas 

to be improved/repaired include:  1) entrance to John Knox Hall from parking lot (doors, walls, ceilings, floor-

ing);  2) Classroom 1 (floor, windows, lighting, cabinetry);  3) complete remodeling of the men’s bathroom; and 

4) complete remodeling of the women’s bathroom. 

 

Approved the policy that, with the previous expenditure, the General Account reserve shall be maintained at a 

minimum of $50,000. 

 

Approved the purchase of a new liquid candle Christ Candle and other liquid candles for a new advent wreath, 

not to exceed $600. 

 

Approved the recommendation to add a Multicultural Worship Service for January 31, 2016 at 11:00 a.m., 

along with the Annual Congregational Meeting. 

 

 

 

``````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````` 
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Amanda 

Thompson and 

daughter, Kiva 

The Deacons want to thank all of you in the congregation who continue to fill the 

little green pew envelopes with your contributions! These are much appreciated 

and much needed so that we may accomplish our work of service to our church 

and to the wider community. This includes financial contributions to organizations 

such as Family Service Assn./Home Again, the Salvation Army, Youth Hope, the 

Christian Counseling Service and the Veteran’s Hospital among others. 

 

We also want to remind you the holiday season is almost upon us and more 

canned goods and other non perishable food is needed, to be transferred to the 

Family Service Association as they provide Thanksgiving and Christmas meals for 

many low income families.  There is a basket in the church narthex every Sunday 

to hold those contributions, or you can leave them in the church office during the 

week. 

 

Another project of the Deacons is help with transportation.  If you or someone you 

know needs a ride in order to get to church, or perhaps to a doctor’s 

appointment, please call Judy at the church office; and she will  contact the 

moderator of the Deacons and we will work out a plan to make that happen. 

Blessings to you all from the Board of Deacons. 

Greetings from the 
Deacons 

 

By Jean Vieten 

Warm Coat Drive 

Collection Bin 

Perhaps you noticed the large cardboard box in the Narthex, hopefully bursting 

at the seams by now, with an assortment of cold weather clothing. The Redlands 

Service Club Council, Women of Faith, Redlands Unified School District and the 

University of Redlands are holding their annual drive to collect warm winter gear. 

All items will be donated to Family Service Association of Redlands, YouthHope, 

Fire & Burn Foundation, Inland Temporary Homes, or Angel’s Closet. 

 

They can use coats, jackets, boots, scarves, gloves, hats, blankets, quilts and 

sleeping bags.  So, won’t you open those musty closets and pull out the things 

you haven’t worn in a couple of years and probably will never wear again? Bring 

them with you to church on Sunday and make some extra space in your closet 

that you can fill with more useful things; and do a good turn for someone in need 

at the same time. 

Room/Hall 

Changes Sunday 

Nights @ First 

Pres. 

By Pastor Tom 

The Indonesian Ministry (IM) is growing!  With Wilson Kayange’s call to start an 

English-speaking children and youth program from 5:30-6:30, there’s a need for 

more room.  (Their choir practice starts after the service and they often eat 

supper together, too.) 

 

Beginning Sunday, November 1st the Pakistani/Indian Ministry (PIM) is moving to 

Room 1 on Sunday nights.  The Indonesian Ministry is staying in the Sanctuary 

and moving to John Knox Fellowship Hall for youth and after-worship activities.  

With a three-week notice the PIM will use John Knox Fellowship Hall for special 

events such as Thanksgiving, Christmas or New Year’s celebration. 

We congratulate the Indonesian Ministry for this growth in numbers and thank 

the Pakistani/Indian Ministry for being flexible and moving to Room 1.  
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Happy Birthday! 

November 1 Erie E. Tan 

November 3 Laura Dwight Greene 

November 3 Janet D. Jackson 

November 4 Alexandra Chamberlain 

November 7 Gary Leslie Platt 

November 10 Nusrat Foster 

November 16 Debbie Hamada 

November 19 Grace Baldwin 

November 21 Callie Lockwood 

November 21 Alison Kayange 

November 23 Elke Liesl Zak 

November 23 Mark Evans 

November 26 Christine Evans 

“You know you're getting old when the candles 

cost more than the cake.”  

― Bob Hope  

We need volunteers for the sound system! 

 

  It may look complicated but it’s not really rocket science, and our sound  

  techs would be happy to coach you.  While Mark, Norm, and Chris have  

  managed to keep the sound booth manned week after week, they are  

  stretched a bit thin when someone takes a vacation. Volunteering to  

  operate the sound and lights for the 9:30 worship service is a great way  

  to help your church without taking a chunk out of your busy work week.  

  You’re here on Sunday morning anyway, so why not lend a hand?  

   

Students, check with your school to see if this would count towards your community service requirement. You 

may be able to serve two ways at once. 

 

Talk to the sound tech on Sunday or call the church office for more information. You might be surprised to find 

this new way to support our ministry is actually fun. C’mon, be a star on our team! 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/46085.Bob_Hope
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What are Holy 

Currencies—Why 

Bother? 

 

By Pastor Tom 

Holy Currencies is the term Eric Law uses to talk about all 

the talents, resources and gifts we have to bless each other.  

As a boy growing up in Hong Kong in a large extended family, 

Eric recalls how they’d play this “game” around the dinner 

table of always insisting the grandparents or youngest 

children would get the last serving at dinner.  They also 

exchanged one thing in their family so they could get 

something else—a trip to the store, a special dessert, a walk, 

etc.   

It occurred to Eric that churches have far more than we 

think: not only money, say for salaries and mission, but time 

and place, relationships, truth, wellness and gracious 

leadership.    

 

Wilson and I will lead, not teach, the class (a Kerygma distinction) and like Ron Duvall’s 

and Chris Kane’s led classes, there will be plenty of discussion.  The book ($5 with a 

generous contribution from the Scrip account) will prompt us to see all our gifts.  (Eric 

Law is never boring!)  Join us November 8, 15, & 22 @ 10:45, in Room 1.  See you there! 

       Pastor Tom and Wilson Kayange    

 

2015 Annual feast of lights 

The University of Redlands, will present the 68th Feast of Lights, a service 

of worship celebrating ― in spoken word, tableaux, song and instrumental 

offering ― the birth of Jesus. Although, presentations have differed slightly 

from year to year, the basic theme has remained constant: the story of the 

birth of Christ and the symbolic message of the star of Bethlehem as it led 

the Wise Men to the stable. At the service’s conclusion, the traditional 

Ceremony of Candles, adapted from an ancient rite, symbolizes the 

spreading of the light of Christ’s message by the twelve apostles 

throughout the world. 

Under the direction of Dr. Nicholle Andrews, Director of Choral Activities at 

the University of Redlands, the 68th Feast of Lights will be a Feast in the 

true sense of the word. The public is asked to bring non-perishable food 

items to the Feast of Lights. The food will be collected by the Family 

Service Association of Redlands and distributed to low-income and 

homeless families in the community.  

During its sixty-eight years of existence, the Feast of Lights has become 

one of the most recognizable and respected of our University’s traditions. 

Under the leadership of Directors J. William Jones, Jeffrey Rickard and 

Nicholle Andrews, its fame is nation-wide and much of its music has been 

recorded. As stated by an early Feast participant and University of 

Redlands faculty, the Feast is “a tapestry of scripture, poetry, music and 

drama. Always recognizable at its core, it is ever new in the elements and 

changes that appear annually in its music, drama and over-all structure.” 

Coming 

December 4—7 

 

Tickets 

General    $25 

Seniors     $15 

Students  $10 

 

Look for more 

information in 
next month’s 

Messenger. 
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Redlands Area Interfaith Council 

Invites you to the  

Annual Thanksgiving Service  

Celebrating Redlands Multi-Faith Traditions 

Sunday, November 22nd at 4:00 P.M. 

First Lutheran Church, 1207 West Cypress Avenue in Redlands 

Experience one of the treasured holiday interfaith events of the year in Redlands. 

There will be some great music and refreshment. A Redlands area Community Choir 

will be a highlight for sure! Contact Linda Apmadoc, RAIC member, at (909) 792-

9414 or email her at lindaapmadoc.lindaapmadoc@verizon.net for more details.  

Your donation of food for the Food Bank with Family Service Association of Redlands 

will be gratefully accepted. 

 

  

Thanksgiving 

Celebration 

 

Submitted by Al Polchow 

Las Posadas 

Continues the 

Christmas 

Tradition 

Las Posadas 

As we draw closer to the season of Lent, our calendars begin to fill up with exciting 

holiday activities. Parties, shopping, visiting with family and friends all conspire to shape 

our lives during this season.  

One of the events of the season that you might want to include in your festivities is the 

Las Posadas procession on Saturday, December 19th, starting at 3:00 P.M..   

For the past six years, the local Redlands churches, including FPC Redlands, have 

participated in a procession of singers who travel from church to church seeking rest and 

repast. This symbolizes Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem and their search for 

suitable lodging. The trek culminates with a fiesta at a the First United Methodist Church 

around 5:00 P.M., where hand made tamales, and side dishes are served. 

Your participation could be in several forms:  

 As a tamale maker. There is a sign-up sheet available for anyone who would like to 

join the happy group of tamale makers on Saturday, November 14th, at Bethany 

Reformed Church (705 Cajon St.), 9:00 A.M.—noon. Clean up crews are needed from 

noon to 2:00 P.M. See Al Polchow for more enticing details; 

 As a procession participant, you can join the throng that travels from church to 

church seeking a place to rest. You can start at Bethany Reformed Church, or join in 

along the way;  

 As an “innkeeper” you could greet the procession at our doorstep, offering them a 

song in return, a light repast, but no rest. We estimate the procession’s arrival at 

around 4:30 so you would want to get here a little after 4:00;  

 As support staff, many hands make light the weary task. You could volunteer to help 

with the task of feeding the hungry throng at First United Methodist Church and 

helping with the clean up.  
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Saturday, November 21, 2015 

5:00 p.m. – 7:00 P.M. 

 OUR MISSION:  

Living Waters for the World  

 Rev. Wil Howie Living Waters for the World 

has partnered to install 

over 700 clean water 

systems on four 

continents. 

Rev. Howie conceived of Living Waters for the World as 

a minister & member of the Synod of Living Waters to 

bring life-saving, “living” water to people throughout the 

world. 

 

The Synod of Living Waters covers all of Alabama, Mississippi, 

Tennessee, and Kentucky, and parts of Arkansas and 

Missouri. 

Please join Rev. Wil Howie 

as he enthusiastically 

describes how and why 

Living Waters for the World 

trains and equips mission 

teams to share the gift of 

sustainable, clean water 

with communities in need. 

First Presbyterian Church at 1900 N. D Street, San Bernardino, CA 

Fellowship Hall—Light refreshments will be served. 

You are welcome to bring your friends but please R.S.V.P. by noon Thursday, 

November 19th by calling First Presbyterian Church of San Bernardino, (909) 

882-3308 or email pres.first@gmail.com 

Oh give thanks to the Lord of Lords! 

For His mercy endures forever:   

Psalm 136:3 

 

The Pakistani/Indian Ministry of  

First Presbyterian Church of Redlands 

invites you to join us for a  

Thanksgiving Celebration  

on Sunday, November 22, at 5:00 P.M. 

 
There will be a full Thanksgiving dinner served after the  

worship service in John Knox Hall. 

Call the Rev. Dr. Hameed Barkat for more information (909) 754-1270 

 

 

Sunday, November 1st is the last day the Giving Tree will be in the Narthex.  

Don’t miss your chance to brighten a teenager’s life with a Scrip card of your choosing.  For some teens, your gift 

may be the only one they receive this year.  Thank you  for sharing God’s blessings.  

See Ann Platz for more details. 
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Norm,  why do you 

suppose none of the 

young people in the 

congregation help 

you in the sound 

booth on Sundays? 
I don’t know, Debbie. Maybe 

they don’t know just how 

much fun it is. Either that or 

they’re scared of Mark. 

Hey, it’s ME they should they 

should be afraid of! 

 What?!? Afraid of 

me? I’m the nicest 

guy in the sound 

booth. Norm’s the 

scary one. 

Meet your Sound Techs 
 

Norm Hamada—Father, husband, and 

Crimson Arachnid super hero by night 

 

Chris Kane—gentleman, scholar, and 

book club leader extraordinaire  

 

Mark Evans—computer guru and a 

genuinely NICE guy...no matter what 

Norm says. 

 

But seriously, please don’t be shy 

about volunteering to help out. All of 

our guys will be happy to show you 

how to work the sound board and they 

will be grateful for the help. 



100 Cajon Street 

PO BOX 2009 

Redlands, CA  92373 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

Firs t  Presbyter ian  
Church of  Redlands  

The mission of the First Presbyterian Church 

of Redlands is to grow spiritually with the 

community by sharing the love of Jesus 

Christ with all who seek to know God through 

worship, prayer, fellowship, and evangelism. 

F I R ST  PR ESBYTER IA N  CH U RCH  
O F  RED LAN D S  

Phone: 909 793-2839 

E-mail: fpcredlands@verizon.net 

 

Visit us on the web at: 

fpcredlands.org  

 

 

Save Postage + 

Save Paper = 

Save $$ 

 
If you receive your Mes-

senger by email, the 

photos appear in color 

and are much clearer.  

  

If you would like to have  

yours emailed, just call 

the office.  (909) 793-

2839.  You can still re-

ceive a paper copy in 

the mail too if you like 

both. 

  

An Inclusive Community of Faith, Hope and Love 

http://1stpresbyterianchurchofredlands.weebly.com/

