
First  Presbyterian Church of  Redlands  

The Greek word krisis  is used 47 times 

in the New Testament.  In English 

“crisis” means a problem, something 

that needs to be fixed—fast!  In Greek it 

means a good judgment, a turning point, 

something that creates an opportunity. 

Recently as I strolled on a Sunday night 

along Citrus Ave, the new Orange Street 

Alley and State between Orange and 6th 

I found it hard to believe there’s any cri-

sis going on in either sense of the word.  

The high-end jeweler was putting up 

beautiful Christmas decorations. A La 

Minute (my favorite extravagance), 

Crepes of Wrath and the new Whiskey 

Bar and Grill were filled with patrons.   

Three homeless people were still at their 

“appointed places.” 

It is the message of Advent and then 

Christmas that something altogether 

different and essential is coming into 

the world.  With the arrival of the Babe 

in the cradle we begin a time of  “with 

one foot in the world where God’s reign 

is the only power to be reckoned with 

(John Dally).”  Say what, Mr. Dally?  I live 

as if Advent and Christmas were just a 

magical time of year, when gifts are to 

be purchased, when the music needs to 

take over from the preaching, and pas-

tors best “shut up.” 

Would you join me this year in “simply 

waiting”, meditating with music at noon 

on Wednesdays and Scripture and pray-

er at Sunrise Morning Prayer.  How ‘bout 

Sundays at 9:30 A.M. or 5 P.M.?  As one 

of the Disney musicals sang, “it’s a 

whole new world.”  We don’t live like it; 

we can hardly imagine 

it.  But the message of 

the preparation time 

called Advent and the 

Twelve Days of Christ-

mas is “the world is 

about to turn.”  We’re 

in krisis in the ancient 

Greek sense of word.  

     

  In anticipation, 

     

  Pastor Tom    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FPC Bell Tower ornaments are on 
sale once again in the narthex.  
 
See Terry Zeidler if you’re interested in 
purchasing one for yourself or as a gift. 
Suggested donation $20.  
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SESSION MEMBERS 

Current members of  

the Session are: 

Mark Evans 

Lynn Jordan 

Wilson Kayange 

Marcia Fagan—  

Clerk of Session 

Jeri Bray 

Richard Frederick 

Luann Bangsund 

Kathleen Wilmot 

Ann Platz 

Jerri Rodewald 

Dick Jones 

Al Polchow 



The December meeting will be held at the home of Marcia Fagan, on 

Thursday, December 3, at 7:00 P.M.  Stickeen by John Muir will be the 

topic of discussion. Call the office for directions to the meeting.   

In January the club will share their thoughts on The Luminaries by  

Eleanor Catton. 
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FPC-Redlands* Monthly Book Club 

 

December 2 

12:00 P.M.  Advent Music & Meditation 

December 3 

7:00 A.M.    Sunrise 

10:30 A.M.  Deacons Meeting 

6:30 P.M.    PNC Meeting 

7:00 P.M.     FPC Book Club 

December 4 

12:00 A.M. PW Luncheon 

December 5 

9:00 A.M.    Sanctuary Decorating 

December 6 

8:00 A.M.    Choir Practice 

9:30 A.M.    English Worship Service 

  Congregational Meeting 

1:00 P.M.    Choir Rehearsal 

5:00 P.M.   Indonesian Worship Service 

5:00 P.M.   Pakistani/Indian Worship Svc. 

December 8 

7:00 P.M.   Mission Commission 

December 9      

12:00 P.M.  Advent Music & Meditation 

  6:45 P.M.  Property & Finance 

December 10 

7:00 A.M.    Sunrise 

9:00 A.M.    Christian Education 

December 12 

11:00 A.M.   Choir Rehearsal 

December 13 

8:00 A.M.     Choir Practice 

9:30 A.M.   English Worship Service 

  5:00 P.M.   Indonesian Worship Service                

5:00 P.M.     Pakistani/Indian Worship 

                                      Service 

December 14 

5:00 P.M. Worship & Congregational LIfe 

7:00 P.M.    Session Meeting 

December 16 

12:00 P.M.  Advent Music & Meditation 

 1:30 P.M.     Wenonah Circle  

               Helen Waitz hosts 

December 17 

7:00 A.M.     Sunrise 

6:30 P.M.     PNC Meeting 

December 18 

11:00 A.M.   Coffee Shop Circle 

December 19 

3:00 P.M.*  Las Posadas 

1:00 P.M.     Choir Rehearsal 

December 20 

8:00 A.M.     Choir Practice 

9:30 A.M.    English Worship Service 

5:00 P.M.    Indonesian Worship  

                                     Service 

5:00 P.M.    Pakistani/Indian Special  

              Praise Service 

December 23 

7:00 A.M.    Sunrise   

12:00 P.M.  Advent Music & Meditation 

December 24      Christmas Eve 

7:00 P.M.   Christmas Eve Worship Svc. 

December 25  Christmas -Office Closed 

11:00 A.M.  PIM Worship Service JKH 

4:00 P.M.    Indonesian Worship Service  

  & Reception  

December 27  

9:30 A.M.    Service of Carols JKH 

2:00 P.M.    Shad Wedding  

5:00 P.M.    Indonesian Worship  

                                     Service 

5:00 P.M.    Pakistani/Indian Worship  

                                      Service 

December 30 

7:00 A.M.    Sunrise 

*See article on page 4 

December 2015 

“Never underestimate how extraordinarily difficult it is to understand a 

situation from another person's point of view.” ― Eleanor Catton, The Luminaries  

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/2093764.Eleanor_Catton
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/24064531
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Session Highlights          by Marcia Fagan 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held its regularly  

monthly scheduled meeting on Monday evening, November 16, 2015, and took 

the following actions:  

 

Received the Financial Report for the month of October, as well as the year-to-

date: 

MONTH OF OCTOBER 

 

Total Income:    $23,055.00        

Total Expenditures:   $21,308.97  

Net Income:                 $  1,746.27  

Balance in General Account:  $89,321.71  

        

 Approved the Covenant between First Presbyterian Church of Redlands, Rev. Tom Rennard, and the Presby-

tery of Riverside for the purpose of providing Transitional Lead Pastoral Services for the period retroactive 

to November 1, 2015 through October 31, 2016.  There is a 30-day notification clause from either side for 

termination and 15-day break between the end of Tom’s interim and the start date of the settled pastor. 

 

 Received the report from the Membership Roll Committee and directed the Clerk of Session to make con-

tact with members who have not been active in the work of First Presbyterian Church of Redlands for the 

past two years. 

 

 Approved vacation days for Pastor Tom for December 26 through December 31, 2015. 

 

 Approved the process of evaluation for all FPCR staff members by the Personnel Committee.  This will in-

clude the Pakistani Indian and Indonesian Pastors and the Indonesian Music Director after appropriate  

orientation and training to their congregations. 

 

 Approved the recommendation of the Worship and Congregational Life Committee that the Sacrament of 

Holy Communion be observed on the first Sunday of Advent, Sunday, November 29, 2015 (rather than the 

first Sunday of December) for the 9:30 a.m. Worship Service. 

 

 Approved the recommendation of the Worship and Congregational Life Committee for the 9:30 a.m. Wor-

ship Service on Sunday, December 27, 2015 to be held in John Knox Hall for a Carol sing, Christmas read-

ings and refreshments. 

 

 Received information about the upcoming Music and Meditation in the Sanctuary on Wednesdays during 

Advent from 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m., and also about the upcoming Sunrise services in the Narthex on 

Thursday mornings from 7:00 a.m. to 7:45 a.m. 

 

 Reviewed and discussed the Ministry Information Form (MIF) submitted to Session by the FPCR Pastor 

Nominating Committee, and approved the MIF with minor additions and corrections. 

 

 

YEAR-TO-DATE 

 

Total Income:   $232,793.71 

Total Expenses   $233,285.80 

Net Income:   $      (492.09) 
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Amanda 

As we draw closer to Christmas, our calendars begin to fill up with exciting holiday 

activities. Parties, shopping, visiting with family and friends; all conspire to shape 

our lives during this season.  

One of the events of the season that you might want to include in your festivities 

is the Las Posadas procession.  For the past six years, the local Redlands 

churches, including FPC Redlands, have participated in a procession of singers 

who travel from church to church seeking rest and repast. This symbolizes Mary 

and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem and their search for suitable lodging. The trek 

culminates with a fiesta at a designated church where hand made tamales and 

side dishes are served. 

 

This year the procession is on Saturday, December 19th, meeting at 3:00 P.M. at 

Bethany Reformed Church (705 Cajon Sreet). The procession starts at 3:30.  The 

first stop is at Trinity Episcopal and then moves on to Holy Name of Jesus, First 

Baptist., First Presbyterian,  and culminates at  First United Methodist, host of 

this year's Posada. The procession should arrive at First United Methodist by 5:30 

P.M. where there will be piñatas and other activities for the young and young at 

heart, a warm meal of hand-made tamales, freshly simmered pinto beans, and 

other delicious side dishes.  

 

You are most welcome to heighten your Christmas spirit with this lovely symbol of 

the season by  either greeting the procession on our steps and sending them 

away with a song and an apple, or by joining the procession. Bring the kids! 

Las Posadas 
 

Warm Coat Drive 

Collection Bin 

 

Perhaps you noticed the large cardboard box in the Narthex, hopefully bursting 

at the seams by now, with an assortment of cold weather clothing. The Redlands 

Service Club Council, Women of Faith, Redlands Unified School District and the 

University of Redlands are holding their annual drive to collect warm winter gear. 

All items will be donated to Family Service Association of Redlands, YouthHope, 

Fire & Burn Foundation, Inland Temporary Homes, or Angel’s Closet. 

 

They can use coats, jackets, boots, scarves, gloves, hats, blankets, quilts and 

sleeping bags.  So, won’t you open those musty closets and pull out the things 

you haven’t worn in a couple of years and probably will never wear again? Bring 

them with you to church on Sunday and make some extra space in your closet 

that you can fill with more useful things; and do a good turn for someone in need 

at the same time. 

A Message from 

your Stewardship 

Committee 

By Luann Bangsund 

Almost There….. 

 

Just a reminder that we are still accepting pledges for the 2016 fiscal year.  We 

are getting close to our goal for the year but need a few more pledges to get 

there.  It is particularly important for our planning process to hear from those of 

you who have pledged in the past so we know that we can depend on you.  We 

have an important year ahead of us and we want to do it right. 

 

Thanks to those of you who have already turned in your pledges.  Many of you 

heeded Pastor Tom’s request and increased your pledge.  The generosity of this 

congregation continues to be one of our strengths. 

LAST CHANCE! 
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Happy Birthday! 

December 2 Norman Hamada 

December 6 Daniel Pew 

December 6 Sylvia Tendean 

December 12 Simone Alfred 

December 14 Lina F. Tan 

December 15 Anmol Sanchez 

December 22 Joseph B. Mall 

December 23 Ronald I. Duvall 

December 25 Carol M. Luebbe 

December 27 Ben Hamada 

December 28 Veta Arnold 

December 29 Lynn Phelps 

We Still need volunteers for the sound system! 

 

  It may look complicated but it’s not really rocket science, and our sound  

  techs would be happy to coach you.  While Mark, Norm, and Chris have  

  managed to keep the sound booth manned week after week, they are  

  stretched a bit thin when someone takes a vacation. Volunteering to  

  operate the sound and lights for the 9:30 worship service is a great way  

  to help your church without taking a chunk out of your busy work week.  

  You’re here on Sunday morning anyway, so why not lend a hand?  

   

Students, check with your school to see if this would count towards your community service requirement. You 

may be able to serve two ways at once. 

 

Talk to the sound tech on Sunday or call the church office for more information. You might be surprised to find 

this new way to support our ministry is really fun. C’mon, be a star on our team! 
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December 4—7 

 

Tickets 

General    $25 

Seniors     $15 

Students  $10 

 

Non-perishable 

food donations 

will be gratefully 
accepted at each 

performance. 

 

Fun Activities for 
our Young People 

Our goal is to build our 

youth programs.  

Can you help? 

 

Elder Kayange and Pastor Tom are looking 

for couches, chairs, a coffee table, a pool 

table, table tennis table (with paddles) and 

a foosball table to outfit Room 2 as a youth 

room.   

 

We are moving from John Knox Hall to take 

advantage of the better light in Classroom 2, and to save heat/air conditioning.  If you 

have any of these items that you'd like to donate to the church call 909.900.8244 or the 

church office 909.793.2839 between 9:00 A.M. and 1:00 P.M.   

 

Thank you! 

  

  

 

2015            Annual feast of lights 

                                            The University of Redlands, will present the 68th Feast of 

                                            Lights, a service of worship celebrating ― in spoken word,  

        tableaux, song and instrumental offering ― the birth of  

                                            Jesus. Although, presentations have differed slightly from  

                                            year to year, the basic theme has remained constant: the  

                                           story of the birth of Christ and the symbolic message of the  

                                           star of Bethlehem as it led the Wise Men to the stable. At the 

                                           service’s conclusion, the traditional Ceremony of Candles,  

                                           adapted from an ancient rite, symbolizes the spreading of the 

                                           light of Christ’s message by the twelve apostles throughout  

                                           the world. 

Under the direction of Dr. Nicholle Andrews, Director of Choral Activities at the 

University of Redlands, the 68th Feast of Lights will be a Feast in the true sense of the 

word. The public is asked to bring non-perishable food items to the Feast of Lights. The 

food will be collected by the Family Service Association of Redlands and distributed to 

low-income and homeless families in the community.  

During its sixty-eight years of existence, the Feast of Lights has become one of the 

most recognizable and respected of our University’s traditions. Under the leadership of 

Directors J. William Jones, Jeffrey Rickard and Nicholle Andrews, its fame is nation-

wide and much of its music has been recorded. As stated by an early Feast participant 

and University of Redlands faculty, the Feast is “a tapestry of scripture, poetry, music 

and drama. Always recognizable at its core, it is ever new in the elements and changes 

that appear annually in its music, drama and over-all structure.” 

Website:  http://redlandsapps.redlands.edu/feastoflights/home.html  
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Every year, the Deacons decorate the Sanctuary with living 

Poinsettias for the Christmas services. These lovely plants 

will last well into the new year and are taken to members 

who are unable to get out and to assisted living facilities 

where our members live when they are no longer needed 

in the Sanctuary.  

 

The poinsettias are purchased with donations from mem-

bers who take this opportunity to  memorialize a loved one 

or celebrate events or people in their lives. Donations in 

excess of what is needed to purchase the plants are donat-

ed to community service agencies and support services 

like Redlands Family Services. 

If you would like to contribute, please call the office (909) 793-2839 or complete one of 

the pink forms that have been inserted into the Sunday bulletins. 

It’s really simple: Decide how much you want to donate; tell us which special person or 

event you would like to remember; and enjoy knowing that you have made the holidays 

just a little brighter for a family in need. 

 

  

Deacon’s 

Decorate the 

Sanctuary with 

Poinsettias 

First Presbyterian Pakistani-Indian Ministry cordially and honorably  

invites all singers, poets and church choirs to join us in  

praising and worshiping JESUS CHRIST. 

Sunday, December 20, 2015, 5:00 P.M. 

O, come all ye faithful 
Joyful and triumphant. 
Come and behold Him 

Born the King of Angels. 
O, come let us adore Him 

CHRIST, THE LORD. 

Contact Information:  Rev. Dr. Hameed Barkat (909) 754-1270 
  

Elder Samina Roiballove (909) 424-0244 

Elder Ibram Shad  (909) 528-2356 

Asif Edwin Williams  (909) 900-7099 

Azmat Bakhsh   (909) 645-2331 

Moses Bakhsh   (909) 953-7477 

Mehtab Bhatti   (909) 794-6275 

Fredrick Justine  (909) 277-4753 

Samson Samuel  (909) 793-8021  

 

 

  

  

   

PIM Christmas 

Praise Service 

and Dinner 



 

 
The Messenger              Page 8  

  

 

 

Seventh-day Adventist Church 

CALIMESA 

 
Presents “Bethlehem Skies”, a Christmas concert 

featuring the 60-voice Gary Bonner Singers  

and full orchestra.   

 

There will be three performances, Friday and Saturday 

the 18th and 19th of December. Reserved-seat 

tickets can be ordered online now at iTickets.com or 

by phone at (800)965-9324; there will be no tickets 

available at the door.  

For more details call (909) 795-4960. 

Join us Wednesdays during Advent! 
 

 First Presbyterian Church of Redlands 
100 Cajon Street 

December 2, 9, 16, 23 
12 noon—1 P.M. 

  
Music and Meditation 

In the Sanctuary 
Enjoy quiet moments with live 

music during this  
often-hectic season of the year  

We look forward to 
seeing you!  

Trinity Episcopal Church offers a 

Bereavement Group  

by the Life Transitions Ministry 
Every second and fourth Wednesday 

9:30—11:00 A.M. 

419 S. Fourth Street, Redlands, CA 92373 

There is no charge to join the group. You are welcome 

to come and go as you need. This group is lead by Beth 

Allevato, a retired hospice Social Worker. Beth worked 

for 15 years as the bereavement counselor for the VNA 

hospice program. 

For more information contact: Cheryl Desloge 

(909) 793-2014 
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Norm,  why do you 

suppose none of the 

young people in the 

congregation help 

you in the sound 

booth on Sundays? 
I don’t know, Debbie. Maybe 

they don’t know just how 

much fun it is. Either that or 

they’re scared of Mark. Presbyterian Women Christmas Luncheon 
“Gifts of Music” 

Friday, December 4, 2015 
12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

John Knox Hall 
Donation - $6.00 

RSVP   Karen Dwight  (909) 794-2386 

Program: 
Martha Jane Bannister 

Cellist 
Accompanied by 
Mary Lou Jones 

Thank Offering will be received and dedicated. 

This scripture is the theme for the 2015 Thanks 

Offering of Presbyterian Women.  One thing for sure is God 

is at work through Presbyterian Women. One of the best 

know secrets in our church, the PW organizations have 

helped build hospitals, schools, orphanages, domestic 

violence shelters and countless other church-related 

projects in the United Stated and throughout the world.  PW 

has left its mark in just about every country where the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) has participated in God’s 

mission in the world. 

Since 1888, Presbyterian Women have been 

making grants to creative ministries through the Thank 

Offering when Elizabeth Clokey of Springfield, Ohio, urged 

each woman to give one dollar over and above her usual 

contribution to the Women’s General Missionary Society  of 

the United Presbyterian Church of North America as a 

“thank offering to her Lord.”  Women gave sacrificially and 

were credited in saving the worldwide missionary movement 

of the church at the time.  Since then, Presbyterian women 

have granted support to literally thousands of ministries 

worldwide and raised millions of dollars for mission. 

This year thirty-two projects have been chosen from 

applications submitted from the 2014 Thank Offering.  

Twenty-two of the projects are ministries serving people in 

need in the United States.  Ten of the projects are 

international.  More than 40 percent of the projects receiving 

funds are in health ministries.  Horizons, the magazine for 

Presbyterian Women, publishes the Thank Offering grant 

recipients in the July/August issue. 

The goal for the 2015 Thank Offering is $900,000.  

Presbyterian women of First Presbyterian Church will be doing 

their part when we receive and dedicate our donations at the 

PW Christmas Lunch on Friday, December 4, 2015, in John 

Knox Hall. Please give as you have been blessed.  

2015 Thank Offering of Presbyterian Women  

“For it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and work for God’s good pleasure.”  

             Philippians 2:13  



100 Cajon Street 

PO BOX 2009 

Redlands, CA  92373 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

Firs t  Presbyter ian  
Church of  Redlands  

The mission of the First Presbyterian Church 

of Redlands is to grow spiritually with the 

community by sharing the love of Jesus 

Christ with all who seek to know God through 

worship, prayer, fellowship, and evangelism. 

F I R ST  PR ESBYTER IA N  CH U RCH  
O F  RED LAN D S  

Phone: 909 793-2839 

E-mail: fpcredlands@verizon.net 

 

Visit us on the web at: 

fpcredlands.org  

 

 

Save Postage + 

Save Paper = 

Save $$ 

 
If you receive your Mes-

senger by email, the 

photos appear in color 

and are much clearer.  

  

If you would like to have  

yours emailed, just call 

the office.  (909) 793-

2839.  You can still re-

ceive a paper copy in 

the mail too if you like 

both. 

  

An Inclusive Community of Faith, Hope and Love 

http://1stpresbyterianchurchofredlands.weebly.com/

