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T HE M ESSENGER
The Pastor’s Corner
Change Is In the Air
Over my head I hear music in the air
Over my head I hear music in the air
Over my head I hear music in the air,
There must be a God somewhere.
This refrain from Sing the Faith has
been kicking around my head lately.
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SESSION MEMBERS
Current members of
the Session are:
Mark Evans
Lynn Jordan
Wilson Kayange
Marcia Fagan—
Clerk of Session
Jeri Bray
Richard Frederick
Samina Roiballove
Luann Bangsund
Kathleen Wilmot
Ann Platz
Jerri Rodewald
Dick Jones
Al Polchow

Quite frankly, the call to deny ourselves,
take up our cross and the crucifixion of
Jesus is a lot for this heady Presbyterian
Christian to take in. “Taking it in”,
however, is the Christian believers’
invitation in this Season of Lent. (I write
on March 18th).
The same must be said for Easter. I
had an executive presbyter once who
reminded our presbytery “Remember,
Easter is a season, not a day.” It takes a
lifetime to live into the Revolution
started by Jesus rising from the dead. I
know I’m supposed to say that, because
I’m clergy after all. But I was drawn to

this denomination which declared
constitutionally that “the central
doctrine of the Christian faith is the resurrection.” (Since 1991 we have softened
that to say “The resurrection is a central
doctrine of the Christian faith...”) Relish
Easter for both yourselves and your loved
ones, but also for the world.
Goodness is stronger than evil; love is
stronger than hate; Light is stronger than
darkness; life is stronger than death.
Victory is ours, victory is ours through God
who loves us (Desmond Tutu). That’s the
extended meaning
of Easter for me in
this Season of
faith, hope and
love—and joy!
Fondly,
Pastor Tom

Suffer the Little Children...
Sometimes we may think we’re not a
church with many children and youth. But
in addition to the Indonesian congregation (which has an impressive children
and youth program) we have 6 children in
the infant to pre-K group, 8 children (K5th), 7 youth (6th-12th grade) and 5 young
adults (18-35 years of age). That’s a lot
of kids and young adults to care for,
teach, and support. For privacy reasons
we’re not publishing their names. But

your Session and their 3-4 teachers know
them, and your Christian Education and
Evangelism Committee, under the great
leadership of Wilson Kayange, are committed to nurturing them. You can be in
prayer AND conversation with them as
you see them after worship. Remember,
“The most important word in any language is a person’s name.” That’s harder to remember in a multicultural church,
but pays great dividends, in our lives and
in the lives of “the kids.”
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FPC-Redlands* Monthly Book Club
The book selection for April is Poems That Make Grown Men Cry
by Anthony Holden.
Jeri Bray will be hosting April’s meeting on Thursday the 9th. The
meeting was postponed one week this month only, to avoid
conflict with the Maundy Thursday worship service on April 2nd.
The group normally meets on the first Thursday of each month at
7:00 P. M. Members take turns hosting the meetings.
Read for the May meeting The Autobiography of God, by Julius
Lester. If you have trouble finding this book (which appears to be out of print), go to
abe.com where you can order it for as low as $3.64. If you haven’t tried the American
Book Exchange before, you are in for a real treat when looking for out of print books.

April 2015

April 2
Maundy Thursday
7:00 P.M. Worship Service

April 13
5:00 PM Worship & Cong. Life

April 3
Good Friday
10:00 A.M. Knitting Companions
12:00 P.M. PIM Worship Service

April 14
12:00 PM Bridge Club
5:15 PM Property & Finance Mtg.

April 4
2:00 P.M. Choir Practice

April 15
1:30 P.M. Wenonah Bible Study
hosted by Mary Lou Jones

April 5
8:00 AM
9:30 AM

Easter Sunday
Choir Practice
English Worship Service
Communion
10:45 AM Brunch on the Patio
5:00 PM Indonesian Worship Service
5:00 PM Pakistani/Indian Worship Svc.
April 8
5:00 P.M. Property & Finance
April 9
11:00 A.M. Deacons Meeting
7:00 P.M. FPC Book Club
April 10
11:00 A.M. Coffee Shop Circle
April 11
5:00 P.M. Indonesian Spring Celebration
April 12
Redlands Bicycle Classic
10:00 AM English Worship Service at
Community Presbyterian Church
5:00 PM Indonesian Worship Service
5:00 PM Pakistani/Indian Worship Svc

April 19
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
10:45 AM
5:00 PM
5:00 PM
April 22
7:00 PM

Choir Practice
English Worship Service
Choir Fund Raiser Brunch
Indonesian Worship Service
Pakistani/Indian Worship Svc
Session Meeting

April 25
9:00 A.M. Bells Practice
April 26
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
10:45 AM
5:00 PM
5:00 PM
April 27
7:00 PM

Choir Practice
English Worship Service
Adult Enrichment
Indonesian Worship Service
Pakistani/Indian Worship Svc
Mission Commission Mtg.
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by Marcia Fagan, Clerk of Session

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held its regularly monthly scheduled meeting on March
16, 2015 and took the following actions.
Received the Financial Report for the month ending February 28, 2015:
Total Income:
$24,803.96
Total Expenditures:
$24,937.47
Net Income:
$-133.51
Balance in General Account:
$86,739.16


Expressed grateful appreciation for the Saturday, March 14, 2015 “Church Work Day” volunteers: Jerri
Rodewald, Kathleen Wilmot, Terry Zeidler, Hart Tan, Wilson Kayange, Dorothy Loizeaux, and Tom Rennard.



Approved the recommendation to combine services with Redlands Community Presbyterian Church on
Sunday, April 12, 2015, due to the Redlands Bicycle Classic on that day. The service on April 12th will be
held at Redlands Community Presbyterian Church at 10:00 a.m.



Approved the recommendation of the Property and Finance Committee to purchase fifty (50) Sing the Faith
Songbooks, to replace the ones that have been on loan to us. These songbooks will include a bookplate
indicating that the books are in memory of Ray Lloyd.



Approved the recommendation of the Property and Finance Committee to reduce the rent for the “Jesus With
Us” Mission Church from $800 to $650 per month.



Approved the recommendation of the Mission Commission for an additional $3,000 to “Mission Giving,” for
the purpose of providing schooling to twelve (12) Pakistani Christian children through the Lahore Presbytery
in Pakistan.



Expressed grateful appreciation to Ron Duvall for the Adult Education course “Jesus and the Gospels.” (through March 29th).



Approved the recommendation of the Property and Finance Committee to purchase a new copier for the
Church Office at a cost of up to $3,000.
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Community Evangelistic Opportunities
Thursday, April 9 – Women of Faith Humanitarian
Workday at LDS stake center, 350 Wabash Ave. A
variety of activities to serve by creating “gifts” for those
in need locally, nationally and internationally. Several
different projects on same day in same place from 11
A.M. to 8 P.M.. Contact Jean Arnott, 909-648—3436
for details on projects for this day.
Saturday, April 25 Redlands Service Council
Community Service Day- 8 A.M. to 1 P.M. at Heritage
Park, Hillside Cemetery, or Community Park. Call Liz
Martin
at
909-798-7540
or
visit
www.RedlandsService.org for more details and to
register.

Southern California
Children’s Choir
The Southern California Children’s Choir
will be performing at Trinity Episcopal
Church, on April 19th, at 4:00 P.M. Trinity
Episcopal is at 419 S. 4th Street in
Redlands.
The concert is free but you may donate a
free will offering if you choose.

Continued on page 6

English-Language Worship With Community
Presbyterian on Sunday, the 12th
Starting the Dialogue Workshop
On Saturday, May 2nd from 9 A.M.—4 P.M. , between
18-24 people from our church will be conversing
with the Rev. Dr. Eric Law of Kaleidoscope Institute
about how to be a better multicultural church. Eric
has asked for 6-8 people from each of the language
groups—an equal number—so no one group dominates the conversation. The Worship and Congregational Life Committee is sponsoring the event, and it
will be catered. We think it best to invite different
ages and perspectives so Jerri Rodewald and the
pastors are inviting certain people to attend. All confirmed attenders will be reading Dr. Law’s first book,
The Wolf Shall Dwell with the Lamb: A Spirituality for
Leadership in a Multicultural Community in preparation for the workshop.

On the final day of the Redlands Bicycle Classic the
English-language service will be held jointly at
Community Presbyterian Church of Redlands at
10:00 A.M. The church is located at 320 W. Union
(northeast corner of Union and Webster). Carpooling
is encouraged as Community has only street parking.
Aaron Berkowitz, who is a long-time staff member at
First Presbyterian Church of Upland is the guest
preacher. He will be speaking on Youth and Family
Ministry in Light of the Resurrection. Please join us!

320 West Union Avenue
Redlands, California 92374
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Happy Birthday!
April1

Harrison Hamada

April 3

Raheel Barkat

April 4

Lynn Jordan

April 5

Leslie Ann Platz

April 8

Jonah Cochran

April 9

Enny Sitompul

April 12

Rika Siringo Ringo

April 16

Nathan Anderson Smith

April 23

Choky S. Sitompul

April 28

Carol Hindman
Pastor Tom Rennard

April 30

The Bridge Club meets in
Classroom 1, on the second Wednesday of the
month at noon.
You’re welcome to bring a
sack lunch and join us for
a very sociable game of
Bridge.
Call the church office for
more information if it
sounds like fun to you.

Coffee Shop Circle
Bible Study
You are cordially invited to join us for Bible Study
and coffee at Olive Street Market, on the second
Friday of the month, at 11:00. Meetings are held
on the back patio, weather permitting.

KNITTING COMPANIONS
Do you like to knit or crochet? Or would you like to
learn how to knit or crochet? If so, please come join
us on the first Friday of the month at 10:00 AM. in
Classroom 1. Our mission is to knit prayer shawls
for those in need of extra comfort during times of
great stress. Call Grace Baldwin or Jerri Rodewald
and let us know that you will be there OR just show
up on Friday, April 3rd . We look forward having you
join us.

T he M e s s e n g e r
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Presbyterian Women
in the Synod of Southern
California and Hawaii

will be holding their Spring
Gathering, Water Surrounds Us,
Water Sustains Us, on Saturday,
May 2, 2015, 9:30 A.M.—2:00 P.M.
The gathering will be held at the First Presbyterian
Church Encino, at 4963 Balboa Blvd. in Encino.
Wendy Gist, Mission Advocate for Hunger, Poverty &
Peacemaking San Gabriel and San Fernando
Presbyteries; Shari Stump, our Synod’s Global
Exchange Delegate; and Doska Ross, Synod Executive
will be key speakers.
The event will include the election and installation of
PWS leaders and the commissioning of 2015
Churchwide Gathering Attendees.
The registration fee of $15 includes lunch and you
should register by Monday, April 27th. Registration
forms can be obtained from the church office or ask
Karen Dwight for one. You can email Pam Hodges
who is in charge of reservations at
PamHaji@ca.rr.com

Come to our
Presbyterian
W o m e n
Caribbean
B e a c h
Picnic…

in John Knox Hall, here at the church. Friday, May
8th, the program will start with lunch at 11:30 A.M. .
Shari Stump, our PW Synod Global Exchange
Representative will be there to describe her trip with
the 2014 Presbyterian Women Global Exchange trip
to the Caribbean.
Bring an inexpensive sun hat to decorate for an
Exotic Hat Contest and join in creating Gathering
Fans to cool yourself.
Please submit your reservation for lunch by Wednesday, May 6th to Karen Dwight at (909) 794-2386.
Lunch will reflect the Caribbean Beach Picnic theme
with Caribbean chicken salad, fruit kabobs, Johnnycake rolls, and chocolate cake. Iced tea and coffee
will be included in the $8 lunch.
There will be a short skit, “Don’t Miss the Bus” and
the Presbyterian Birthday Offering will be collected
and dedicated.
Continued from page 4

Want to ring hand bells on Mother’s Day, May 10th?
Anyone interested in being part of a group that will be
ringing bells during worship on Sunday, May 10th is
invited to attend a bell ringing workshop in the
sanctuary on Saturday, April 25 from 9:00 AM to
11:00 AM. No experience is needed to ring, just a
desire to learn. We’ll enjoy “An Introduction to Bell
Ringing” where all the basic skills will be explained and
practiced. Then, we’ll jump into playing some tunes
and deciding on the time and date of two or three
more practices before ringing during worship on May
10th. Please let the church office know if you’ll be
attending so we can plan on how many bells we’ll be
using.

Evangelistic Opportunities

Thursday, May 7- Redlands Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast
at University of Redlands Orton Center, 6:45 to 8:30
A.M. - Come hear the children speak about the
impact of their religious belief on their life as a
student in Redlands, and enjoy the variety of faithbased music being planned. $10 cost- reservations
through church office or Al Polchow.
Tuesday evening, July 28-- Redlands Bowl Ushering
representing our church—program is Run Boy Run-a
Bluegrass and Folk night. Keep the night open so
you can help us exceed the 10 to 12 volunteer
ushers we had last year! If you don’t have a First
Presbyterian Church shirt contact Terry Zeidler to
see about getting one.
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The Lenten season has been busy for the new Board of Deacons. Thank you to the
members who continue to support our projects and obligations for 2015.The Deacon
basket in the church narthex always welcomes non-perishable household and food
items on any Sunday - Redlands Family Service is so grateful for your continued generosity throughout the year.

Introducing the
Board of Deacons
for 2015:

Deacons are once more accepting donations towards the festive Easter Lily flowers on
display for Easter. The flowers will be in honor of, in memory of, and in celebration of
those listed in the Easter church bulletin.
Thank you again and Lenten and Easter blessings to all!

The Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian Women is a time to make and renew

2015 Churchwide
Gathering Of
Presbyterian Women
June 18 –21, 2015
Minneapolis MN

friendships, enrich our minds and souls and engage in new ways to live out our PW
Purpose through mission opportunities, advocacy work and Bible study.
This June it will also be an opportunity to renew ourselves as an important body within
the Church—one body with many members. It will be a time to
celebrate the one Spirit that lives and works through all of us. We will
recognize the gifts of the Spirit that have graced each of us and lift up the shared
mission and ministry that is accomplished when we work and worship together as a
single body.
Join us at the Hyatt Regency Minneapolis and be a part of the “One Body, One Spirit”
celebrated there. Bring your friends and family, so that you might
celebrate and share your gifts with the whole community.
Registration booklets are available in the church office.
The Redlands Police Department will discuss current scams that largely target seniors,
and tips to prevent vehicle and residential burglaries at both the Redlands Community
Senior Center and Joslyn Senior Center in April.
The presentations will take place from noon to 12:30 p.m. Monday, April 13, at the
Redlands Community Senior Center, 111 W. Lugonia Ave., and again from 10:30 to 11
a.m. Friday, April 17, at the Joslyn Senior Center, 21 Grant St.

Redlands Police
inform seniors of
scams and
burglary prevention

A note of appreciation from Helen Waitz

There will be informational handouts and time for questions.
The Redlands Police Department and other department continue to receive regular reports of fraudulent activities, especially targeting elderly residents. These scams take
many forms, offering large, quick monetary returns for little investment; claiming to be
government agencies collecting fines or penalties; or cynically appealing to a desire to
help a friend or relative in desperate need. According to the FBI, senior citizens are especially vulnerable to fraud.
For more information on the presentations, contact the Redlands Community Senior
Center at (909) 798-7579 or the Joslyn Senior Center at (909) 798-7550.

Thank you for your prayers, concerns, cards, and phone calls due to my recent
surgery. Thanks also to the knitters group and Grace who delivered a beautiful prayer
shawl to me.
I'm doing well and am truly blessed to have such a wonderful church family.
Helen Waitz

F i r s t Pr e sb y t er i a n
C h u r c h o f R e d la n d s
100 Cajon Street
PO BOX 2009
Redlands, CA 92373

RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED

Phone: 909 793-2839
E-mail: fpcredlands@verizon.net
Visit us on the web at:
fpcredlands.org

Save Postage +
Save Paper =
Save $$

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
OF REDLANDS
An Inclusive Community of Faith, Hope and Love

If you receive your Messenger by email, the
photos appear in color
and are much clearer.
If you would like to have
yours emailed, just call
the office. (909) 7932839. You can still receive a paper copy in
the mail too if you like
both.

The mission of the First Presbyterian Church
of Redlands is to grow spiritually with the
community by sharing the love of Jesus
Christ with all who seek to know God through
worship, prayer, fellowship, and evangelism.

