
First  Presbyterian Church of  Redlands  

Interim pastors are taught five develop-

mental tasks for the congregation: Com-

ing to Terms with History, Rethinking 

Denominational Linkage, Managing 

Leadership Shifts, Discovering a New 

Identity, and A Commitment to New Di-

rections in Ministry.  The joke is the 

Episcopal Senior Statesman who 

thought up these (Loren Mead) wrote 

them down on a restaurant napkin 

when interim ministry was getting orga-

nized forty years ago.  They’ve stuck.  

They guide me, and I hope us, in our 

work.   

Currently this congregation is seriously 

considering (1) what it means to be a 

multicultural church, (2) if we have a 

different, more “combined” future with 

Community Presbyterian Church of Red-

lands, and (3) a more intentional com-

mitment to youth and family ministries.  

The sense of the Session is that we 

need to form the Pastor Nominating 

Committee (PNC) in the fall.  The Ses-

sion is slowing things down.  Over 80 of 

you have responded to the Congrega-

tional Surveys 

which the Mission 

Assessment Team 

is analyzing.   In 

combination with 

demographic ser-

vices, the next task 

is to write our As-

sessment and 

elect a PNC.  Dur-

ing that time the focus  will be on discov-

ering our new identity and developing a 

commitment to new directions in ministry. 

As the Session is being reminded by a 

study book that it’s reading, this is God’s 

work, not ours.  “Your will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven” includes First 

Presbyterian Church of Redlands in the 

“in between time.”  As we listen and 

learn, God speaks and we your Session, 

pastoral staff and rest of the staff both 

lead and follow.  

Affectionately, 

Pastor Tom 

The Pastor’s Corner  
Slowing it Down 
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SESSION MEMBERS 

Current members of  

the Session are: 

Mark Evans 

Lynn Jordan 

Wilson Kayange 

Marcia Fagan—  

Clerk of Session 

Jeri Bray 

Richard Frederick 

Samina Roiballove 

Luann Bangsund 

Kathleen Wilmot 

Ann Platz 

Jerri Rodewald 

Dick Jones 

Al Polchow 

Church Family News 

UCLA Freshman and Science Major 

Harrison Hamada received his Eagle Scout 

ranking recently.  Congrats, Harrison! 

Section Leader Annalise Staudt has been 

selected to play the part of Miss Andrew in 

the Redlands Bowl Production of Mary 

Poppins (July 23—26). 

Ian Trager, our long-time bass section 

leader is leaving First Presbyterian to take 

a larger role in his home church’s band.   

We received 8 new members in April: 

Nusrat Foster, Chris Foster, Zara Justine, 

Sharoon Justine, Margaret Ndigabor, 

Jenny Shad, Sue Teele, and Steve Teele.  

Congratulations and welcome all! 



The book selection for May is The Autobiography of God,  

by Julius Lester.  

Joyce Crawford will be hosting May’s meeting on Thursday the 

14th. FPC Book Club meets the 2nd Thursday of each month at 

7:00 P. M. Members take turns hosting the meetings. 

 

Read for the June meeting Mindfulness: the 25th Anniversary 

Edition by Ellen Langer . 
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FPC-Redlands* Monthly Book Club 

 

May 1              

10:00 A.M.  Knitting Companions 

May 2             

9:00 A.M.   Inclusive Workshop 

9:30 A.M.   Bell Practice 

 

May 3 

8:00 AM    Choir Practice 

9:30 AM    English Worship Service 

                   Communion 

10:45 AM  Adult Enrichment 

5:00 PM    Indonesian Worship Service 

6:00 PM    Pakistani/Indian Worship Svc. 

May 4 

6:30 PM   Pizza Party with Kristi Van  

                           Nostran 

May 7 

11:00 A.M. Deacons Meeting 

  7:00 P.M. FPC Book Club 

May 8 

11:30 A.M. PW Luncheon 

May 9 

9:30 AM    Bells Practice 

 

May 10 

8:00 AM     Choir Practice 

9:30 AM     English Worship Service 

10:45 AM   Adult Enrichment                 

5:00 PM     Indonesian Worship Service 

5:00 PM     Pakistani/Indian Worship Svc  

May 11 

5:00 PM    Worship & Congregational Life 

May 13 

12:00 PM  Bridge Club 

5:15 PM    Property & Finance Mtg. 

May 16 

9:00 AM     PW PCT 

 

May 17  

  8:00 AM    Choir Practice 

  9:30 AM    English Worship Service 

10:45 AM    Offering of Letters 

  5:00 PM    Indonesian Worship Service 

5:00 PM    Pakistani/Indian Worship Svc 

May 18 

 7:00 PM     Session Meeting 

May 20 

1:30 P.M.   Wenonah Bible Study 

                    hosted by Connie Robison 

May 21 

9:30 AM    Christian Education &  

                              Evangelism  

May 22 

11:00 AM   Coffee Shop Circle  

                   @ Jerri Rodewald’s 

 

May 24      Day of Pentecost 

 8:00 AM    Choir Practice 

 9:30 AM    English Worship Service 

10:45 AM  Adult Enrichment 

5:00 PM     Indonesian Worship Service 

5:00 PM    Pakistani/Indian Worship Svc 

 May 25  

7:00 PM     Mission Commission Mtg. 

May 28 

7:00 AM    Sunrise 

 

May 31 

4:00 PM    Multicultural Worship Service  

                             and Dinner 

May 2015 

“Goodness was not a trait you acquired; it was a value you practiced 

when you were on the verge of doing evil.”  ― Julius Lester, The Autobiography of God  

Julius Lester 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/8161.Julius_Lester
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/927842


The Messenger  
Page 3  

Session Highlights          by Marcia Fagan, Clerk of Session 

 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held its regularly  

monthly scheduled meeting on April 22, 2015 and took the following actions:  

 

Received the Financial Report for the month ending March 31, 2015: 

 

Total Income:         $21,368              

Total Expenditures:         $33,682 

Net Income (Loss) for the month:      $-12,314   

 Balance in General Account:    $71,458.65 

 

There were some special one-time expenses such as per capita apportionment but still the Session noted 

the month’s deficit. 

 

 Approved the request of member William K. Fawcett to be removed from the Membership Rolls of First Pres-

byterian Church, Redlands. 

 Welcomed into membership Drs. Sue and Steve Teele by letter of transfer from the Presbytery of Riverside 

who retains the records of the former Yucaipa Valley Church. 

 Approved study leave for Pastor Tom from June 12 through June 18, 2015.  He will be attending a family wed-

ding on the front side of study leave. 

 Appointed a four-member commission to work with Community Presbyterian Church, Redlands on goals, vi-

sion, and the future of both churches.   Proposed members of this commission will be Jim Appleton, Luann 

Bangsund and Mark Evans and one other non-Session member. 

 Approved the request of the Christian Education and Evangelism Committee to have Teacher Appreciation 

Day on Sunday, June 7, 2015. 

 Approved the revised job description for the Pakistani/Indian Ministry Pastor (The Rev. Hameed Barkat). 

 Approved a new staff position of Pakistani/Indian Ministry Fellowship Coordinator (Ibram Shad) who will coor-

dinate all administrative work of the Ministry (musicians, gifts, hospitality). 

 Expressed appreciation to Zach Neufeld for arranging for and providing the wonderful music and entertain-

ment at the recent Choir Potluck.  Also expressed gratitude to the members of the choir and other congrega-

tion members who donated food for the potluck!  Over $2,000 was raised.  Thank you! 

 

Matthew In May 

Parish Associate Pastor, the Rev. Ron Duvall, 

leads the Great Courses curriculum with Dr. 

Timothy Luke Johnson Sundays in May, after 

Worship Service, in Classroom 1. You are 

welcome to join at any time. 

Happy Birthday, Pastor Tom 

Our ever-youthful pastor celebrated a birthday 

yesterday, and it seems a good time to let him know 

how much we appreciate his tireless efforts to get this 

church ready to call a new pastor. Thank you, Pastor 

Tom, for all that you do here at FPC Redlands. 
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Coffee Shop Circle  

Bible Study   

You are cordially invited to join us for Bible Study 

and coffee at Olive Street Market, on the second* 

Friday of the month, at 11:00.  Meetings are held 

on the back patio, weather permitting. 

*This month only it’s on the 22nd. 

KNITTING COMPANIONS 

Do you like to knit or crochet?  Or would you like to 

learn how to knit or crochet?  If so, please come join 

us on the first Friday of the month at 10:00 AM. in 

Classroom 1.  Our mission is to knit prayer shawls 

for those in need of extra comfort during times of 

great stress.  Call Grace Baldwin or Jerri Rodewald 

and let us know that you will be there OR just show 

up on Friday, April 3rd .  We look forward having you 

join us. 

 

  

Starting the Dialogue Workshop 

 

On Saturday, May 2nd from 9 A.M.—4 P.M. , between 

18-24 people from our church will be conversing with 

the Rev. Dr. Eric Law of Kaleidoscope Institute about 

how to be a better multicultural church.  Eric has 

asked for 6-8 people from each of the language 

groups—an equal number—so no one group domi-

nates the conversation.  The Worship and Congrega-

tional Life Committee is sponsoring the event, and it 

will be catered.  We thought it best to invite different 

ages and perspectives; so, Jerri Rodewald and the 

pastors have invited certain people to attend.  All 

confirmed attenders will be reading Dr. Law’s first 

book, The Wolf Shall Dwell with the Lamb: A Spiritual-

ity for Leadership in a Multicultural Community in 

preparation for the workshop. 

 

The Bridge Club 

meets in Classroom 

1, on the second 

Wednesday of the 

month at noon. 

You’re welcome to 

bring a sack lunch 

and join us for a very 

sociable game of 

Bridge. 

Call the church office 

for more information if it sounds like fun to you. 

Evangelistic Opportunities 

 

Thursday, May 7- Redlands Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast  

at University of Redlands Orton Center, 6:45 to 8:30 

A.M. -  Come hear the children speak about the 

impact of their religious belief on their life as a 

student in Redlands, and enjoy the variety of faith-

based music being planned.  $10 cost- reservations 

through church office or Al Polchow. 

Tuesday evening, July 28-- Redlands Bowl Ushering 

representing our church—program is Run Boy Run-a 

Bluegrass and Folk night.  Keep the night open so 

you can help us exceed the 10 to 12 volunteer 

ushers we had last year!  If you don’t have a First 

Presbyterian Church shirt contact  Terry Zeidler  to 

see about getting one.  
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Happy Birthday! 

May 3 Christine Lee Smith 

May 4 Harrold Douwel Sompotan 

May 5 Agnes Samuel 

May 6 Azwar Jacob 

May 6 Chuck Rajagukguk 

May 8 Sharoon Suhail 

May 10 Zach Neufeld 

May 13 Karen Buel 

May 14 Suneel Jacob 

May 15 Barbara Cogorno 

May 15 Chris Foster 

May 24 Jack Brennan 

May 25 Jane Dana 

May 26 Al Polchow 

May 29 Alice Daniels 

May 30 Sara Alfred 

May 31 Jeri Bray Chao 

 

On Sunday, May 31, 

all three of our 

ethnic congregations 

will worship together 

at 4:00 P.M.  Be 

sure to plan to be with us.   A potluck dinner will follow 

worship in John Knox Hall.  You will be hearing more 

about this as we prepare to worship together.   

A B O U T  T H E  2 0 1 5  O F F E R I N G  O F  
L E T T E R S :  F E E D  O U R  C H I L D R E N  
 
Bread for the World is urging Congress to renew our 

federal government’s major child nutrition programs, 

including those for school meals, summer feeding, 

and the WIC nutrition program for pregnant and new 

mothers along with their small children. 

Every five years, Congress must re-authorize the law 

that funds these programs, which have helped 

millions of children over the decades. Thanks to the 

leadership of Bread for the World and its church 

partners, the 2010 Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act 

expanded and improved these programs. 

Now is the time to renew these national nutrition 

programs. Be part of Bread’s 2015 Offering of Letters 

by taking a few minutes to write letters to your 

members of Congress. 

 

April Love will be speaking here on May 17th and we 

will have a letter writing meeting after worship. Sample 

letters will be provided.  



Presbyterian Women  
in the Synod of Southern  
California and Hawaii 

will be holding their Spring  

Gathering, Water Surrounds Us,  

Water Sustains Us, on Saturday, 

May 2, 2015, 9:30 A.M.—2:00 P.M. 

The gathering will be held at the First Presbyterian 

Church Encino, at 4963 Balboa Blvd. in Encino. 

 

Wendy Gist, Mission Advocate for Hunger, Poverty & 

Peacemaking San Gabriel and San Fernando  

Presbyteries; Shari Stump, our Synod’s Global  

Exchange Delegate; and Doska Ross, Synod Executive 

will be key speakers.  

 

The event will include the election and installation of 

PWS leaders and the commissioning of 2015  

Churchwide Gathering Attendees.   

 

The registration fee of $15 includes lunch and you 

should register by Monday, April 27th. Registration 

forms  can be obtained from the church office or ask 

Karen Dwight for one. You can email Pam Hodges 

who is in charge of reservations at  

PamHaji@ca.rr.com  

 

 

Come to our  

Presbyterian Women  

Caribbean Beach 

Picnic 

 

 

in John Knox Hall, here at the church.  Friday, May 

8th, the program will start with lunch at 11:30 A.M. . 

Shari Stump, our PW Synod Global Exchange  

Representative will be there to describe her trip with 

the 2014 Presbyterian Women Global Exchange trip 

to the Caribbean. 

 

Bring an inexpensive sun hat to decorate for an  

Exotic Hat Contest and join in creating Gathering 

Fans to cool yourself. 

 

Please submit your reservation for lunch by Wednes-

day, May 6th to Karen Dwight at (909) 794-2386. 

Lunch will reflect the Caribbean Beach Picnic theme 

with Caribbean chicken salad, fruit kabobs, John-

nycake rolls, and chocolate cake. Iced tea and coffee 

will be included in the $8 lunch. 

 

There will be a short skit, “Don’t Miss the Bus” and 

the Presbyterian Birthday Offering will be collected 

and dedicated. 
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Bell Choir to ring on Mother’s Day, May 10th 

 

Six bold and intrepid volunteers joined leader, Chris Kane 

in “An Introduction to Bell Ringing” where all the basic 

skills were explained and practiced, on April 25th . They  will practice again 

on Saturday, May 2nd and May 9th, in preparation for their Mother’s Day 

debut.  

Fellowship and merriment were the byproducts of the first practice session 

where some rang their bells for the first time.   

Join us  on Sunday, May  10th to hear the results of their joyous labor. 

 

The offering for the Choir Brunch fund 

raiser was overwhelming!  $2,032.    

Thank you, everyone who responded  

with such a generous token of your  

appreciation for our music ministry.  

Come one, come all!    
The Mission Commission is having a pizza party on 

Monday evening, May 4, at 6:30 p.m. at the church 

(not sure which room yet!)   Join us in welcoming 

Kristi Van Nostran, Mission Coworker in El Salvador 

with Joining Hands Against Hunger.     Kristi will be 

updating us on her work and will tell us about the 

upcoming Presbytery trip to El Salvador, June 15-

22.    You’ll find her ministry exciting and 

challenging.   You can make your reservation by 

Sunday noon.  Call the church office, 909-793-2839, 

or Jerri Rodewald, 909-335-3042.   Leave your name 

and the number of people in your party.    Pizza and 

soft drinks will be the fare for a donation of $2 

each.    Can’t beat that for an exciting evening 

out!    Hope to see you there.       

mailto:PamHaji@ca.rr.com


Happy Spring ! The Deacons want to extend a hearty “Thank you” to all who supported 

the Easter Lilies for Easter service and submitted a loving dedication for the Sunday 

program. They also appreciate everyone's continued support for all their projects and 

contributions. In April we also celebrated Earth Day - a wonderful reminder to take care 

of all God's living things and this beautiful planet we live on; not just for one day, but 

EVERYDAY!!  

Enjoy this lovely weather, and go out and do something gracious for someone else!! 

2015 Churchwide 

Gathering Of  

Presbyterian Women 

June 18 –21, 2015 

Minneapolis MN 

The Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian Women is a time to make and renew 

friendships, enrich our minds and souls and engage in new ways to live out our PW  

Purpose through mission opportunities, advocacy work and Bible study. 

This June it will also be an opportunity to renew ourselves as an important body within 

the Church—one body with many members.  It will be a time to  

celebrate the one Spirit that lives and works through all of us.  We will  

recognize the gifts of the Spirit that have graced each of us and lift up the shared  

mission and ministry that is accomplished when we work and worship together as a  

single body.  

Join us at the Hyatt Regency Minneapolis and be a part of the “One Body, One Spirit” 

celebrated there.  Bring your friends and family, so that you might  

celebrate and share your gifts with the whole community. 

Registration booklets are available in the church office. 
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A Church goer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper and complained that it made 

no sense to go to church every Sunday.   'I've gone for 30 years now,' he wrote, 'and in 

that time I have heard something like 3,000 sermons, but for the life of me, I can't  

remember a single one of them so, I think I'm wasting my time and the priests are  

wasting theirs by giving sermons at all.' 

 

This started a real controversy in the 'Letters to the Editor' column.  

Much to the delight of the editor, it went on for weeks until someone wrote this  

clincher: 'I've been married for 30 years now. In that time my wife has cooked some 

32,000 meals. But, for the life of me, I cannot recall the entire menu for a single one of 

those meals. 

But I do know this... They all nourished me and gave me the strength I needed to do my 

work. If my wife had not given me these meals, I would be physically dead today.  

Likewise, if I had not gone to church for nourishment, I would be spiritually dead today!' 
        Submitted by Joseph Timilione 

Sunrise—Scripture, 

contemplation, and 

prayer. 

“...if I had not gone to 

church for  

nourishment, I would be 

spiritually dead  

today!' 

We’re happy to announce to all that Sunrise will begin another 5 week session 

beginning Thursday morning, May 28, at 7:00 A.M.   Please note that this session will 

be held on Thursday mornings.   We’re experimenting with different days with the hope 

that more of you will be able to attend our weekly scripture, contemplation and 

prayer.   Light refreshments and coffee are offered and we conclude promptly at 7:45 

to get your on your way to work.   Those of us who have attended other sessions, find 

this a very reflective way to begin our day and prepares us for worship on Sunday.    

Do join us!      

The Pentecost Offering provides a strong foundation for young people today for a 

better tomorrow. Your contribution on Sunday, May 24th  will support a broad range of 

programs that work to nurture young people in our own community and around the 

world. Your generous gift supports our future. 

 

Pentecost Offering 

May 24th 



100 Cajon Street 

PO BOX 2009 

Redlands, CA  92373 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

Firs t  Presbyter ian  
Church of  Redlands  

The mission of the First Presbyterian Church 

of Redlands is to grow spiritually with the 

community by sharing the love of Jesus 

Christ with all who seek to know God through 

worship, prayer, fellowship, and evangelism. 

F I R ST  PR ESBYTER IA N  CH U RCH  
O F  RED LAN D S  

Phone: 909 793-2839 

E-mail: fpcredlands@verizon.net 

 

Visit us on the web at: 

fpcredlands.org  

 

 

Save Postage + 

Save Paper = 

Save $$ 

 
If you receive your Mes-

senger by email, the 

photos appear in color 

and are much clearer.  

  

If you would like to have  

yours emailed, just call 

the office.  (909) 793-

2839.  You can still re-

ceive a paper copy in 

the mail too if you like 

both. 

  

An Inclusive Community of Faith, Hope and Love 

http://1stpresbyterianchurchofredlands.weebly.com/

