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T HE M ESSENGER
The Pastor’s Corner
Coming To Terms With Loss and Disappointment
Most of us have heard that we are
Easter people. I was reminded of this in
preparing for Christmas. For Jews the
Exodus from Egypt is the central event
of their faith. For Christians Easter is
the central event. That may be one reason we Christians have six weeks of
preparing for Easter and six weeks of
celebrating it, and only four Sundays for
Christmas beforehand and 12 days afterwards.
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SESSION MEMBERS
Current members of
the Session are:
Mark Evans
Lynn Jordan
Wilson Kayange
Marcia Fagan—
Clerk of Session
Jeri Bray
Richard Frederick
Samina Roiballove
Luann Bangsund
Kathleen Wilmot
Ann Platz
Jerri Rodewald
Richard Jones

The truth is it’s in church we learn to
deal with loss and disappointment. Five
people went to be with Jesus in 2015—
Joan Petty, Behram Shad, Ken Garlock,
Hal Klein and Barbara Phelps. That’s a
loss. An additional fourteen people decided they didn’t want to be with our
church anymore. That’s a loss and disappointment. (We do rejoice that ten
adults united with us and three precious infants were born to our families!)
One way to deal with loss and disappointment is to “emphasize the positive.” Why spend time on those who left
the church when 13 others united or
were born into Christian families? Because both those who left and those

who came
are part of
our reality.
We want to
be an attractive and attracting family. Let’s not
forget that
Easter is
“framed” by
the Cross,
and that the
plight of much of humanity is suffering
and loss.
A healthier way to deal with loss and disappointment is to come to know for ourselves that the last word is Resurrection,
not loss. In everyday life we often don’t
know what Resurrection will look like, or
how long it will “stay.” But whatever God
has planned for this church—and there
are conversations about this on your session and in other forums—we know that
loss and disappointment is an important
but not Final Word. God has another
idea—hope.
“Standing on the Promises”,
Pastor Tom

Sunrise Morning Prayer
Sunrise Morning
Prayer begins on
Tuesday, February
18, at 7:00 A.M. in
the Narthex. It will continue for 7 weeks
through Tuesday, March 31. Please join

us. Those who have experienced
“Sunrise” have found it very meaningful
and it adds to our worship experience on
Sunday morning. Coffee and something
-to-go-with-it is served, and we finish
promptly at 7:45.
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FPC-Redlands* Monthly Book Club
The book selection for February is
My Promised Land by Ari Shavit.
hosted by Luann Bangsund.
In March we will be discussing
All the Light We Do Not See by
Anthony Doerr.

You are welcome to join
us the first Thursday of each month at
7:00 PM for fellowship
and stimulating discussion on these worthwhile books!

“When you're falling into a good book, exactly as you might fall into a dream, a little conduit
opens, a passageway between a reader's heart and a writer's, a connection that transcends
the barriers of continents and generations and even death ... And here's the magic. You're
different. You can never go back to being exactly the same person you were before you disappeared into that book.” ― Anthony Doerr
Anthony Doeer

Feb. 1
8:00 AM
9:30 AM

Choir Practice
English Worship Service
Communion
10:45 AM Adult Enrichment
5:00 PM Indonesian Worship Service
5:00 PM Pakistani/Indian Worship Svc.
Feb. 2
7:00 PM Mission Commission
Feb. 5
7:00 PM FPC Book Club
Feb. 8
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
10:45 AM
5:00 PM
5:00 PM

Choir Practice
English Worship Service
Adult Enrichment
Indonesian Worship Service
Pakistani/Indian Worship Svc

Feb. 9
5:00 PM Worship & Congregational Life
Feb. 10
2:00 PM Deacons Mtg.
Feb. 11
12:00 PM Bridge Club
5:15 PM Property & Finance Mtg.
Feb. 12
11:00 AM Coffee Shop Circle

Feb. 15
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
10:45 AM
5:00 PM
5:00 PM
Feb 16
7:00 PM
Feb. 17
7:00 AM
Feb. 18
1:30 PM

Choir Practice
English Worship Service
Adult Enrichment
Indonesian Worship Service
Pakistani/Indian Worship Svc

7:00 PM

Session Meeting
Shrove Tuesday
Sunrise Morning Prayer
Ash Wednesday
Wenonah Circle
Hosted by Carol Bishop
Worship Service in Sanctuary

Feb. 20
10:00

Knitting Companions

Feb. 22
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
10:45 AM
5:00 PM
5:00 PM

First Sunday in Lent
Choir Practice
English Worship Service
Adult Enrichment Class
Indonesian Worship Service
Pakistani/Indian Worship Svc

Feb. 23
7:00 PM

Mission Commission Mtg.

Feb. 24
7:00 AM Sunrise Morning Prayer
Feb. 25
6:00 PM Lenten Soup Supper with
“A People of Grace”
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Session Highlights
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by Marcia Fagan, Clerk of Session

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held its regularly
monthly scheduled meeting on January 19, 2015 and took the following actions.


Received the Financial Report for the month ending December 31, 2014:
Total Income:
$22,000.81
Total Expenditures:
$24,195.27
Net Income:
$-2,194.96
Balance in General Account:
$93,669.76



Received the Year-End Financial Report for 2014:
Total Income:
Total Expenditures:
Net Income:
Balance in General Account:

$272,737.03
$259,688.34
$12,848.69
$93,669.76



Approved the proposed 2015 Budget, with minor corrections and with the understanding that the budget
should continue to be updated to include additional pledges as submitted.



Approved $2,000 to the General Mission Pledge for 2015, with the understanding that this figure could be
increased at a later date.



Approved sustaining the examination and receiving Luann Bangsund and Dick Jones as Elders. In addition, approved that Dorothy Moore (Deacon) and Monica Frederick (Elder) be examined and received at a
Special Session Meeting at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday, January 25, 2015.



Approved the recommendation that the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands Bylaws (Article VI, Section 1)
be revised to read: “Election: The Board of Deacons (hereafter referred to as the Board) shall consist of a
board of no less than 9 or more than 12 Deacons.”



Approved as corrected the Revised Mission Assessment 2015, with special thanks to Helen Waitz for all of
her work on this document.



Approved the rental of the Sanctuary for a wedding on March 7, 2015 by the Seventh Day Adventist
Church.



Approved the rental of John Knox Hall by Scottish Dancers for lessons on Wednesday nights, with the exception of the Wednesday nights during Lent.



Approved the recommendation from the Worship & Congregational Life Committee to hold all Palm Sunday
(March 29, 2015) services at 4:00 p.m. with a dinner following in John Knox Hall.
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March 21, Presbyterian Education Day
hosted by
First Presbyterian Church of Redlands

Lent and Easter:
Ash Wednesday service will be held in the Sanctuary at 7:00
P.M. on Wednesday, February 18.
Lenten Suppers will begin on Wednesday, February 25 and
continue for 5 Wednesday evenings. Dinner will be served at
6:00—potluck! All of us will have an opportunity to bring our
favorite dishes. Watch for sign-up sheets in the Narthex.
Sunday, March 29, Palm Sunday, we will worship at 4:00
P.M. with both the Indonesian and Pakistani congregations.,
AND Community Presbyterian Church has been invited to join
us too. Yes, you read that correctly!! We will worship at 4:00
P.M. THERE WILL BE NO 9:30 WORSHIP SERVICE ON THE
29TH. The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated during the 4:00
service. Following worship, we will gather in John Knox Hall
for dinner together. This is the celebration of our unity as a
multicultural church and the opportunity to share a meal together. Mark your calendars now, so you have the right time
in mind! (There has been a request to have a 9:30 A.M. service with palms. The Session will consider this on Feb. 16)
This is in celebration of God's call to us to be one congregation that worships in three languages
Maundy Thursday service will be held in the Sanctuary at
7:00 P.M. on Thursday, April 2.
Easter services & Brunch will be celebrated on Sunday,
April 5.

Two important amendments will be voted upon by every Presbytery this year in preparation
for General Assembly in 2016. The first is to
add the Bellhar Confession to our Book of
Confessions. The second will be to amend
the Book of Order regarding marriage between
a man or woman to between two people. Both
issues will be discussed on March 21.
Jane Dempsey Douglass, retired president of
the former World Alliance of Reformed
Churches (now World Communion of Reformed Churches), will be present from 10-12
to
discuss the Bellhar Confession, so that we all
have a better understanding of the confession
and why it is so important to add it to our
Book of Confessions.
From 1-3 P.M., there will be a discussion on
the marriage amendment, presenting both
sides of the issue. Lunch will be served—there
will be a charge for lunch (details later). We
will be taking reservations, and could use
some help for registration. It is important to
be knowledgeable about both of these amendments—please make an effort to attend.
to join, you will also meet with at least two representatives of the Session (church board) before
uniting.
The lessons are:
1. A People of Grace

Please avail yourselves of all of these opportunities to share
this glorious season with your church community. Invite your
friends to join us!

New Member’s Class Combined With
Lenten Soup Suppers
This year we’re showing five, short videos from Theocademy:
Form Your Faith, Anytime, Anywhere as our New Members’ or
Inquirers Class. We’re doing that in conjunction with a tasty
meal on Wednesday nights in Lent.
I ask that you attend at least 4 of 5 videos and the following
roundtable discussions if you want to unite with First Presbyterian Church of Redlands on Easter Sunday. If you choose

2. Wicked Bad
3. Who Do You Say That I Am?
4. Update Your Faith System
5. Blessed to be a Blessing.
For prospective members, new, and long-time
members alike, they are artfully and playfully
produced. They are sure to stimulate thought
and acceptance of where you are on your journey of faith, hope and love.
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Happy Birthday!
February 1

Scott Millsom

February 2

Ranita Tarigan

February 7

Shazeb Suhail

February 7

Chris Kane

February 8

Karen Dwight

February 9

DeAnne Morrison

February 13

Linda Cotton

February 24

Sharoon Justine
Sabina Justine

February 28

We welcome your input!
If you would like to contribute an
article for publication in the Messenger, email
it to the church office by the 20th of the month.
The Grammar Nazi, aka Judy (our church
secretary) will savagely edit it and pare it
down to fit in the space she arbitrarily assigns it.
Kidding aside, don’t worry about the punctuation; we
want the details of what your committee, Bible study
group, knitting companions, youth group, or book club
are up to. C’mon, spread the gossip!

Coffee Shop Circle
Bible Study
has been moved to the first Thursday of the month
at 11:00. The meeting place has also been
changed. The meetings are now held at Olive
Street Market (corner of Olive & S. Michigan) on
the back patio.
The date of the next meeting will be held on
Thursday, February 12th.

KNITTING COMPANIONS
Do you like to knit or crochet? Or would you like to
learn how to knit or crochet? If so, please come join
us on the third Friday of the month at 10:00 AM. in
Classroom 1. Our mission is to knit prayer shawls
for those in need of extra comfort during times of
great stress. Call Grace Baldwin or Jerri Rodewald
and let us know that you will be there OR just show
up on Friday, February 20. We look forward having
you join us.

Jan Pflaum organized a birthday bash
at Gourmet Pizza, on State Street to
celebrate the birthdays of Joyce
Crawford (pictured next to Jan at left)
And Diane Glascom (not present).

Dorothy Moore, Carol Luebbe, and
Lois Bohlman (below) joined the
festivities.

Luann Bangsund & Jean Vieten were there.

Pastor Tom Rennard and Sue Varughese
enjoyed a conversation together.

Lorraine Jorgenson and Sally Rehfeldt
shared a table with Aleta West and Veta
Arnold.
Hidden in the back were Jeri Bray and
Dorothy Loizeaux.. Not shown are Alice
Munde, Mary Lou Jones, Kathleen Wilmot, and the photographer, Judy
Tanner.

F i r s t Pr e sb y t er i a n
C h u r c h o f R e d la n d s
100 Cajon Street
PO BOX 2009
Redlands, CA 92373

RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED

Phone: 909 793-2839
E-mail: fpcredlands@verizon.net
Visit us on the web at:
http://1stpresbyterianchurchofre
dlands.weebly.com/

Save Postage +
Save Paper =
Save $$

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
OF REDLANDS
An Inclusive Community of Faith, Hope and Love

If you receive your Messenger by email, the
photos appear in color
and are much clearer.
If you would like to have
yours emailed, just call
the office. (909) 7932839. You can still receive a paper copy in
the mail too if you like
both.

The mission of the First Presbyterian Church
of Redlands is to grow spiritually with the
community by sharing the love of Jesus
Christ with all who seek to know God through
worship, prayer, fellowship, and evangelism.

