
First  Presbyterian Church of  Redlands  

Since the beginning of August, the  

Mission Assessment Team and the  

Session has been steadily focusing on 

calling a settled pastor.  It has taken 

considerable persistence.  The Session 

was the easy part.  Coordinating all the 

moving parts of presbytery and  

congregation was more difficult.  But 

we’re ready.  We have identified 13 

people who feel called to nominate to 

the congregation a new pastor.  It will 

take the Pastor Nominating Committee 

as long as a year to “get it right.”  With 

your vote, they begin their work this 

coming Sunday. 

 

What do we as three congregations/one 

church do now?  The satirical line from 

the t-shirt is “Jesus is Coming: Look 

Busy.”  Jesus shall return to bring in the 

full kingdom.  But the conventional  

wisdom expressed on the t-shirt is that 

we must “look busy”, that is prepare the 

campus and finances to impress an 

interested candidate.  

  

We have much more to do.  It’s about a 

deeper desire to love God.  It’s about 

figuring how Christ and Christ’s Spirit 

intersects with our needs and wants.  

It’s considering how our money is an 

essential part of our following Christ 

into the world.  As a congregation, we 

also have the deepening respect of  

differences.  There’s education of our 

children, youth and adults.  There’s care 

of people who cannot physically come 

to worship and fellowship.  There’s  

understanding and 

education of the 

immigrant Indone-

sian and Pakistani/

Indian, and one 

another.   

 

There is much to 

do to our building 

and grounds, and 

with our youth.  But 

let’s not think that ministry stands still 

until the “real pastor” arrives.  We’ll be in 

better shape if we act as if the settled 

pastor is here now, and that person is 

only helping us to do better what we’re 

already attempting with Christ.    

     

 Affectionately yours,  

 Pastor Tom 

 

Gardening Design 

Volunteer Needed  
 

 There are three round 

planters outside the 

Sanctuary and two 

planters in the lower 

courtyard that need 

new drought tolerant plantings.  

Does anyone have the vision for planting 

something attractive that will thrive on 

neglect? 

See Judy Tanner or Luke Fredricksen if 

you do.  Luke will water them regularly. 

once planted, as instructed by the  

designer. 
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SESSION MEMBERS 

Current members of  

the Session are: 

Mark Evans 

Lynn Jordan 

Wilson Kayange 

Marcia Fagan—  

Clerk of Session 

Jeri Bray 

Richard Frederick 

Luann Bangsund 

Kathleen Wilmot 

Ann Platz 

Jerri Rodewald 

Dick Jones 

Al Polchow 



The October meeting will be held at the home of Martha Jane  

Bannister on Thursday, the 15th (this month only), at 7:00 P.M.   

The Kingdom of Ice by Hampton Sides will be the topic of discussion. 

Call the office for directions to the meeting.   

 

In November Jesus was a Migrant by Deidre Cornell will be the book 

of the month. Luann Bangsund will host the group. 
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FPC-Redlands* Monthly Book Club 

 

October  1 

11:00 A.M.  Deacons Meeting 

   

October 2 

10:00 A.M.  Knitting Companions 

 

October 4 Communion Sunday 

9:30 A.M.    English Worship Service 

10;20 A.M.  Congregational Meeting 

10:45 A.M.  PNC Organizational Mtg. 

5:00 P.M.   Indonesian Worship Service 

5:00 P.M.   Pakistani/Indian Worship Svc. 

 

October 5 

5:00 P.M.    Worship & Congregational  

                                     Life 

October 8 

9:00 A.M.   Christian Ed &Evangelism 

 

October 9   Church Office will be closed 

 

October 11  

  9:30 A.M.   English Worship Service 

10:45 A.M.   Choir Fund Raiser Potluck 

  5:00 P.M.   Indonesian Worship  

                                     Service 

5:00 P.M.     Pakistani/Indian Worship 

                                      Service 

October 13   

7:00 P.M.    Mission Commission  

 

October 14 

12:00 P.M.  Bridge Club 

7:00 P.M.    Property & Finance Mtg. 

 

October 15 

7:00 P.M.  FPC Book Club 

 

October 16 

11:00 A.M.   Coffee Shop Circle 

 

October 18 

  9:30 A.M.  English Worship Service 

10:45 A.M.  Adult Enrichment Class 

5:00 P.M.    Indonesian Worship Service 

5:00 P.M.      Pakistani/Indian Worship  

                              Service 

October 19 

7:00 P.M.    Session Meeting 

 

October 21 

1:30 P.M.     Wenonah Circle 

  Carol Luebbe hosts 

October 24 

9:00 A.M.    Bells Practice 

 

October 25 Guest Rev. Lynn Stone 

  9:30 A.M.    English Worship Service 

10:45 A.M.    Adult Enrichment 

  5:00 P.M.    Indonesian Worship  

                                     Service 

   5:00 P.M.    Pakistani/Indian Worship  

                                      Service 

October 2015 

 

“Muir now could see that this icy wilderness was as vulnerable as it was vast—

marked by fragile rhythms of migration, interdependencies of population, and 

patterns of habit many thousands of years in the making.”  

― Hampton Sides, In the Kingdom of Ice: The Grand and Terrible Polar Voyage 

of the USS Jeannette  

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/54521.Hampton_Sides
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/28027377
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/28027377
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Session Highlights          by Izar Martinez 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held its regularly month-

ly scheduled meeting on September 21, 2015 and took the following actions.   

 

▪ Received the Financial Report for the month ending August 31, 2015. 

 

   Total Income:  $19,546.25 

     Total Expenditures:  $19,928.25  

             Income Loss:  $    (382.00) 

     General Account Balance:  $77,885.40 

 Restricted Account Balance:  $16,234.37 

 

▪ Approved Pastor Tom’s request to attend the Presbytery Clergy Retreat at the Big Bear Christian  

Conference Center October 12,  2015 to October 14, 2015. 

 

▪ Approved the request to hold a wedding for a non-member in the Sanctuary on November 14, 2015. 

 

▪ Approved the request from Commissioned Ruling Elder Hart Tan to administer the Sacrament of the 

Lord’s Supper at the Annual Indonesian Retreat during the week-end of October 30, 2015 through  

November 1, 2015. 

 

▪ Session considered but did not approve the rental proposal from the Covenant Church, a new forming 

congregation in the Redlands area.  

  

▪ Received the report from the Christian Education and Evangelism committee and approved the recom-

mendation for the 2015 Sunday School Program.  The K-5 children will have Sunday school classes on 

the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month.  The Children will be encouraged to remain in the 9:30 AM wor-

ship service with their parents on the first Sunday of the month.  The third Sunday will be dedicated to 

teaching/developing the children’s music skills. 

 

▪ Approved the recommendation from the Personnel Committee to eliminate the Fellowship Coordinator 

position for the Pakistani Indian Ministry. 

 

▪ Approved the recommendation from the Stewardship committee to use the theme “Focusing on the 

Future” for the 2016 Stewardship Campaign. 

 

▪ Approved the recommendation from the Worship and Congregational Life committee to observe the 

combined three congregation Worship Services on May 29, 2016 and October 30, 2016.  The Commit-

tee will investigate the possibility of a third joint service earlier in the year.  

 

 

``````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````` 
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Amanda 

Greetings from your Board of Deacons.  

In the September Messenger the members of the Board were listed so that you 

would know who are the busy worker bees, bustling around taking care of their 

various duties behind the scenes. They have a little secret for their 

accomplishments--the auxiliary helpers! You do not have to be an active deacon 

to be a part of this very important group. Chris Kane is the acting Treasurer along 

with others always willing to lend a helping hand: Aleta West, Grace Baldwin, Jeri 

Rodewald, Luann Bangsund, Marcia Fagan, Joyce Crawford, Anne Platz, and 

many others who we may not have mentioned. 

 

Here are some of the Auxiliary responsibilities: 

- provide meals for members who are ill or recovering from a medical procedure. 

- transportation to church, the store, doctor visits, etc. 

- home visits to members who can't get out much. 

- setting and cleaning up for Communion. 

 

Please let our Deacons know if you would like to help with this group. Remember, 

"Many hands make light work!"  Thank you once again for your continued care 

and support! And thank you for your generous monetary donations that support 

our work. 

Your Board of Deacons    

Greetings from the 

Deacons 

 

By Gayle Timilione 

Warm Coat Drive 

Collection Bin 

Perhaps you noticed the large cardboard box in the Narthex, hopefully bursting 

at the seams by now, with an assortment of cold weather clothing. The Redlands 

Service Club Council, Women of Faith, Redlands Unified School District and the 

University of Redlands are holding their annual drive to collect warm winter gear. 

All items will be donated to Family Service Association of Redlands, YouthHope, 

Fire & Burn Foundation, Inland Temporary Homes or Angel’s Closet. 

 

They can use coats, jackets, boots, scarves, gloves, hats, blankets, quilts and 

sleeping bags.  So, won’t you open those musty closets and pull out the things 

you haven’t worn in a couple of years and probably will never wear again? Bring 

them with you to church on Sunday and make some extra space in your closet 

that you can fill with more useful things; and do a good turn for someone in need 

at the same time. 

Adult Enrichment 

Offering: 

Looking At Our 

Elder Years 

The inimitable Chris Kane will be leading a discussion Sunday, October 18, on 

Perceptions about aging, and Sunday, October 25, on Distilling priorities, in 

Classroom 1 after worship service. 

 

The prophet Isaiah lets us know in chapter 43 that we are precious, honored, 

and loved by God. Given this truth, aren’t we challenged to let those around us 

know that they are precious, honored, and loved also? This will be a discussion 

of how this translates within our families as we or our parents are experiencing 

the elder years of life. It will include some discussion based on Atul Gawande’s 

book, Being Mortal, an article by medical ethicist Ezekiel Manuel, as well as 

other publications. 
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Happy Birthday! 

October 2 Connie Robison 

October 2 Luann Bangsund 

October 6 Samina Roiballove 

October 9 Emily Evans 

October 10 Nasreen Barkat 

October 12 Lorraine Jorgenson 

October 18 Ivan S. Tan 

October 20 Marcia Fagan 

October 22 Gordon Jackson 

October 24 Liz Rajagukguk 

October 25 Meta P. Tan 

October 25 Jean Vieten 

October 26 Helmi Merkley 

October 28 Kathleen Wilmot 
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Multicultural 

worship service 

August 30, 2015 

 

Pastors Hameed 

Barkat (PIM), Hart Tan 

(Indonesian) and Tom 

Rennard (English) led 

the worship service in 

three languages. 

Photos curtesy of Sue Teele.  

Thank you, Sue!  
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Has anyone ever wondered what it would be like to hear the 60s 

rock group, The Animals, if they rang bells and chimes?  https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=0sB3Fjw3Uvc    

 Well wonder no longer. Joyful Noise will be ringing during wor-

ship, Sunday October 25. Any interested in participating are wel-

come to meet in the sanctuary Saturday, October 24 from 9:30 

AM to 11:30 AM for rehearsal. No experience is necessary to 

participate. There will be a pre-practice at 9:00 AM for anyone 

who has never rung bells or for anyone who feels like having a 

little extra time to practice. As usual, no page turning will be 

done during the arrangement, and very few incidental sharps 

and flats will be required for executing the piece. 

 

  

Joyful Noise 

Bells & 

Chimes 

Ringing in 

October 

  

Music filled 

the 

sanctuary. 

 a delicious potluck 

followed the service with 

dishes from each culture 

represented. 
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A Bit of Church History 

The church parking lot on the west side of Fourth Street 

was designed by Royal and Norman Thompson in 1982.  

They planned all the landscaping to include plants and 

trees that are found in the Holy Land. They arranged 

them to represent the Holy Trinity of our Christian faith. 

 

Originally, there were three tall palm trees representing 

the signs of the cross, twelve Italian cypress  trees 

symbolizing the twelve disciples, and in their midst was 

a large redwood  representing Christ at the Last Supper. 

In the original design, it was surrounded by white 

alyssum which represented the table. There was a 

Modesto ash, a white birch, and a liquid amber for the 

Trinity and three olive trees, a symbol of peace. There 

were seven dwarf citrus trees planted in the 

configuration of the Big Dipper to represent the stars 

with a ground cover of blue flowers for the heavens 

above. 

 

Today, as you enter the  parking lot you will see one 

large olive tree on the right and four dwarf citrus 

trees on the left. Across the back of the lot stand the 

remnants of the disciple cypress trees and the three 

stately palms. At the south end is a nandina bush 

and at the north end there’s a volunteer tree that is 

threatening the block wall behind it, and a bottle 

brush bush. 

The three trees of the trinity, on your right as you exit 

the lot have been replaced by three lovely crepe 

myrtles.  

 

All of the ground cover has been replaced by crushed 

rock as California’s increasingly dry weather has 

made it impossible for things to thrive without 

irrigation. 

 

The Property and Finance Committee is presently 

considering the installation of a drip irrigation system 

to preserve the remaining landscaping. 

8th Annual Believe Walk 

On Sunday, October 4, 2015, Stater Bros. Charities and 

Inland Women Fighting Cancer will present the 8th 

Annual Believe Walk. The Believe Walk is a family 

friendly 5K and 10K fundraising event which begins at 

8:00 A.M. The Start Line is located on State Street and 

the Finish Line is at the Redlands Bowl. 

 

The Believe Walk routes have been modified this year 

to ensure proper crowd control near the church that 

morning. It is hoped that these measures will 

encourage our members to embrace the efforts  of this 

fund raiser which is critical to many cancer related 

facilities in our area. 

 

Walk marshals will be specifically trained to help 

provide more assistance to church attendees the 

morning of the Walk.  Every attempt will be made to 

provide the most cordial experience possible for church 

goers and walkers. 

 

Your patience and support is very much appreciated. If 

you would like to see the route the walkers will be 

taking, please visit the Believe website at 

www.BelieveIE.com.  

Choir Fund raiser potluck 

   It’s hard to believe it’s 

    that time of year again, but  

   you know, time flies when the  

   choir is singing.  

    

         Your contributions to  

         support our music  

         ministry fund a variety of 

         things. If you especially  

         enjoyed that lovely solo 

         by Julio Carrillo Batta last  

      month, know that your  

   donations made it possible.    

   If you enjoyed singing a new  

  hymn, from a hymnal that we don’t 

own, your monetary support paid for the copy rights 

to that song.. The gifted section leaders who make 

our small choir sound robust, are paid from funds 

raised at our potluck lunches. 

Sunday, October 11 there will be a potluck lunch 

after the English Worship Service in John Knox Hall. 

Sign up sheets are available in the usual locations. 

Won’t you join us for some good food and great 

music? 
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The First Presbyterian Church of Redlands Church Officer Nominating Committee has been working for the past 

several weeks to identify nine church members to serve our church as the Pastor Nominating Committee.  The 

following is a brief description and responsibilities of this important committee.  We were gratified to have many 

members who were interested in serving. Members of the Church Officer Nominating Committee include:  Alice 

Munde, Gary Platz, Grace Baldwin, Izar Martinez, Jeri Bray Chao, Luann Bangsund, and Monica Frederick.   

 

If you would like additional information about the PNC and the Pastoral Call Process, you can visit the PCUSA 

website at http://www.pcusa.org and type “Calling a Pastor” into the search bar.  There is a video and a very 

thorough description of the process available on the website.  

 

Proposed members of the Pastor Nominating Committee will be elected by the congregation at our Congregational 

Meeting at 10:20 a.m. on Sunday, October 4, 2015. 

 

 

 

THE PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

 

The Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC), representative of the whole congregation and elected by the 

congregation, has the ultimate responsibility for nominating a minister to the congregation for election as the next 

pastor.  Over a number of months, the PNC will journey through the pastoral search process, seeking to hear the 

call of Christ and “to participate in God’s own choice” for the next pastor.  In the pastoral call process, the PNC’s 

responsibilities will include: 

 

 Working with Session to refine the job description for the new pastor and the financial terms for the new 

pastor. 

 Completing the congregation’s Ministry Information Form (MIF) and submitting it to Session and the Presbytery 

for approval. 

 Receiving, reading and evaluating Personal Information Forms (PIF) in a spirit of prayerful openness to the 

movement of God’s Spirit. 

 Regularly providing reports to the congregation on the pastoral search process. 

 Narrowing the field of prospective pastors through listening to sermons, reference checking, and phone or 

video conference interviews – all while sharing, listening, and praying together. 

 Interviewing face-to-face the “short list” of prospective pastors, providing for a welcoming and hospitable visit 

to our church community. 

 Arranging with the Presbytery for the necessary examinations and approvals of the finalists. 

 Selecting one nominee to present to the congregation, and negotiating the terms of call, with Session’s 

approval. 

 Obtaining Presbytery approval of the terms of call. 

 Presenting the nominee to the congregation for its vote. 

 Working alongside the new pastor during his/her first year of call to ease the transition into the new ministry at 

FPCR. 

http://www.pcusa.org


100 Cajon Street 

PO BOX 2009 

Redlands, CA  92373 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

Firs t  Presbyter ian  
Church of  Redlands  

The mission of the First Presbyterian Church 

of Redlands is to grow spiritually with the 

community by sharing the love of Jesus 

Christ with all who seek to know God through 

worship, prayer, fellowship, and evangelism. 

F I R ST  PR ESBYTER IA N  CH U RCH  
O F  RED LAN D S  

Phone: 909 793-2839 

E-mail: fpcredlands@verizon.net 

 

Visit us on the web at: 

fpcredlands.org  

 

 

Save Postage + 

Save Paper = 

Save $$ 

 
If you receive your Mes-

senger by email, the 

photos appear in color 

and are much clearer.  

  

If you would like to have  

yours emailed, just call 

the office.  (909) 793-

2839.  You can still re-

ceive a paper copy in 

the mail too if you like 

both. 

  

An Inclusive Community of Faith, Hope and Love 

http://1stpresbyterianchurchofredlands.weebly.com/

