
First  Presbyterian Church of  Redlands  

 

 

Dear Members 

and Friends of 

First  

Presbyterian of 

Redlands, 

 

 

I must begin by telling you how grateful I 

am to be with you during this time of 

anticipation and hope as together we 

support the work of your Pastor  

Nominating Committee while they  

complete their critically important work.  

On a personal level it is truly a privilege 

for me to be with you in worship and in 

the life of the church.  It’s just been two 

weeks and I’ve so enjoyed getting to 

know you as I “temporarily” settle in to 

your welcoming and faithful community. 

 

October is a full and exciting month in 

the PC (U.S.A.).  We begin with Peace-

making on the first Sunday and con-

clude with Reformation Sunday on the 

last.  The Peace and Global Witness  

Offering (previously Peacemaking  

Offer ing)  supports  Presbyterian  

reconciliation efforts far and near.  From 

helping flood victims in West Virginia, to 

supporting work in Haiti and supporting 

brave women who advocate for peace in 

the Democratic Republic of the Congo 

the mission of the Presbyterian Church 

is alive and well. I encourage you to take 

the time to read the current edition of 

Presbyterians Today, September/October 

2016.  A copy can be found in the church 

o f f i ce  o r  on l ine  a t  h t tp ://

www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/

today/ 

The front cover shows a picture of a 

heartfelt hug between two young  

American women.  One is an African 

American and the other a Caucasian and 

it tells a story worth our thoughts and 

prayers  illustrating that “mending  

relationships involves forgiveness,  

reconciliation and hope.” 

 

Whether it be the upcoming national  

election, race relations in our own  

country, theological differences in PC 

(U.S.A.), concerns about terrorism, or 

wars that rage around the world, it is  

difficult to rise above feelings of  

powerlessness.  And so I was grateful for 

the reminders I found in Presbyterians 

Today this month, that peace begins with 

the contents of each and everyone’s 

heart.  Pastor Sue Washburn, Interim  

Editor of Presbyterians Today, offers an 

article that emphases that truth entitled 

“Everyday Reconciliation.”  She captures 

the feeling of powerlessness by saying, 

“So much big reconciliation work needs 

to be done between races, political  

parties, theologies, and religions.  We 

look at the gaping holes between us and 

feel overwhelmed.  But we can’t do  

nothing.”  She reminds us “following 

Christ, the reconciler, requires daily  

practice.   

                                    Continued on page 7 
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SESSION MEMBERS 

Current members of  

the Session are: 

Moses Bakhsh 

Mark Evans 

Wilson Kayange 

Marcia Fagan—  

Clerk of Session 

Harry Muaya 

Richard Frederick 

Luann Bangsund 

Kathleen Wilmot 

Ann Platz 

Jerri Rodewald 

Dick Jones 

Al Polchow 

Shirley Harry 



The October book club meeting will be held on Thursday, the 6th at the home of  

Martha Jane Bannister. Before the Fall by Noah Hawley will be the topic of discussion.  

Helen Waitz will lead the conversation . 

 

You might want to pick up a copy of Allah: A Christian Response by Miroslav Volf for 

the November meeting, which will be hosted by Chris Kane on the 3rd. 

Goodreads.com says: Three and a half billion people—the majority of the world’s  

populat ion—profess Chr ist ianity  or  Is lam.  Renowned scholar  

Miroslav Volf’s controversial proposal is that Muslims and Christians do worship the 

same God—the only God. As Volf reveals, warriors in the “clash of civilizations” have 

used “religions”—each with its own god and worn as a badge of identity—to divide and 

oppose, failing to recognize the one God whom Muslims and Christians understand in 

partly different ways.  

Reader reviews were nearly all four and five stars and even those who disagreed with 

the theologian, praised his writing. This book should make for an interesting  

discussion. 
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FPC-Redlands Monthly Book Club 

 

October  2 Sunday  

 9:30 a.m. English Worship Service 

 5:00 p.m. Indonesian Worship Svc. 

 

October 6 Thursday 

10:30 a.m. Deacons Meeting 

7:00 p.m. FPC Book Club 

 

October 7 Friday 

 10:00 a.m. Knitting Companions 

 

 October 9 Sunday  

 9:30 a.m. English Worship Service 

10:45 a.m. Adult Study 

 5:00 p.m. Indonesian Worship Svc. 

 5:30 p.m. Indonesian Youth  

               Activities 

October  10 Monday 

5:00 p.m. Worship Committee 

 

October 11 Tuesday 

5:15 p.m. Property & Finance 

  Committee meeting 

7:00 p.m. Mission Commission 

 

 October 13 Thursday 

9:30 a.m. Christian Education 

   

 

October 14 Friday 

11:00 a.m. Coffee Shop Circle 

   

October 16  Sunday  

9:30 a.m. English Worship Service 

10:45 a.m. Adult Study 

 5:00 p.m. Indonesian Worship Svc. 

 5:30 p.m. Indonesian Youth  

               Activities 
  
October 17 Monday 

6:30 p.m. Session Meeting 

 

October 19 Wednesday 

1:30 p.m. Wenonah Circle 

   

October 23  Sunday 

9:30 a.m.  English Worship Service 

10:45 a.m. Adult Study 

5:00 p.m. Indonesian Worship Svc. 

5:30 p.m. Indonesian Youth  

          Activities 

October 24 Monday 

12:00 p.m. Bridge Club 

  

October 30 Sunday 

11:00 a.m. Multicultural Worship  

          Service & Potluck 

October 2016 
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Session Highlights          by Marcia Fagan 

September 2016 

 

 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held its regularly scheduled 

monthly meeting on September 19, 2016 and took the following actions:  

 

 

¶ Received the Financial Report for the month ending August 31, 2016: 

 

Total Income:    $21,824.97   

                                       Total Expenditures:   $22,797.24 

   Excess Income/Expenses:                  ($972.27) 

                 Balance in General Account:   $55,708.33 

 

¶ Heartily welcomed the Rev. Sara McCurdy as the new Bridge Pastor for First Presbyterian Church of Red-

lands.   

 

¶ Received the recommendation from the Christian Education & Evangelism Committee and then subse-

quently approved the appointment of a Task Force to review a new Community Safety Policy & Volunteer 

Procedures for FPCR. 

 

¶ Approved the revised Covenant between Rev. Sara McCurdy and First Presbyterian Church of Redlands. 

 

¶ Received the recommendation from the Worship & Congregational Life Committee and then approved the 

Christmas Eve Service to be held on Saturday, December 24, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. 

 

 

A Fond Farewell to Pastor Tom and a Hearty Welcome to Pastor Sara 

And we heartily welcome The Rev. Sara 

McCurdy who joins us as a Bridge Pastor, 

guiding us for the next few months as the 

Pastor Nominating Committee finalizes 

their selection of  our new  permanent 

pastor. Pastor Sara will be establishing 

office hours as soon as she acquaints 

herself with our committee meeting 

schedule. She tentatively plans on being in 

Redlands Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, and 

Thursday.  

See her bio on page  4. 

We bid a fond farewell to 

our Transitional Lead 

Pastor, The Rev. Dr. Tom 

Rennard, with a potluck 

brunch, on Sunday, 

September 11th. He was 

presented with a token 

bicycle and an envelope 

containing  seed money 

towards the purchase of 

a new bicycle. 
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The Coffee Shop Bible Study 

Group (grown too large for the 

coffee shop) meets the second 

Friday of the month at 11:00 

a.m.  

Lynn Jordan will be hosting the 

October meeting (on the 14th) 

at her lovely home above Oak Glen.  If you would like to 

carpool, call Jerri Rodewald or the church office. 

 

The Wenonah Circle meets on the third Wednesday of 

the month, at 1:30 p.m. Helen Waitz will be hosting the 

group on October 19th.  

 

Joyce Crawford  is back home 

and on the mend. She is most 

grateful for the support she 

received from all of you in the 

form of cards, calls, visits, 

and gifts.  

Her daughter has skillfully 

managed her care, making it 

possible for her to remain at 

home during her 

convalescence. 

Upcoming Adult Study after Church:  

October 9, 16, and 23 

There will be an adult study 

class in Room 1 after church 

October 9, 16, and 23 centered 

on Karen Armstrong’s book, St. 

Paul: The Apostle We Love to 

Hate. Reading the book 

beforehand is recommended 

but not necessary. Chris Kane 

will be leading the discussion. 

Here’s what a reviewer on Goodreads.com had to say: 

Armstrong is one of Biblical most honored and 

respected Historians, and her research on Saul of 

Tarsus doesn't disappoint. Armstrong firmly sets him in 

the proper historical content, illuminating his choices 

and why his opinions were so in conflict with most of the 

early Christian leaders. You won't necessarily like the 

man any more after spending time with Armstrong's 

commentary, but you will understand him better. 

Outstanding scholarship clearly presented. 

Reverend Sara 

McCurdy is an 

Honorably Retired PC 

(U.S.A.) Teaching 

Elder. 

As a second career 

pastor, she is 

grateful to have had 

the opportunity to 

develop her gifts in a 

variety of church 

settings over a 

relatively short time 

(14 years) as both an 

Interim and Installed 

Pastor.  Through 

continuing education, 

her work in the local 

church and on the 

Committee on Ministry, Pastor Sara is well equipped to 

lead a congregation through times of transition.   

She is a native Californian and received a M.A. in 

Psychology at Cal State University L.B and a M. Div. at 

San Francisco Theological Seminary. Prior to her 

Ordination Sara worked for many years as a Mental 

Health Counselor and Psychologist both in the public 

and private sector.    

 

Sara has served four Presbyterian congregations since 

her ordination: First Presbyterian Church of Fullerton, 

Westminster Presbyterian Church in Westlake Village, 

CA. and First Presbyterian Church of Sherman Oaks. She 

became the Pastor of Morningside Presbyterian Church 

in February, 2008. 

Sara describes herself as an outgoing person who takes 

delight in people of all ages. While she is basically 

serious and contemplative, Sara has a strong sense of 

fun and truly loves the fellowship of the local church. 

She is passionate about all aspects of ordained ministry 

and especially loves teaching and preaching God’s 

Word. 

Sara’s focus in ministry is on equipping the leadership of 

the church and on helping individuals and families 

understand themselves as moving along a path of 

spiritual formation. Consequently, her ministry is shaped 

by the need to provide a seeker-friendly atmosphere in 

which people can enter a spiritual community. 

Meet Our New Bridge Pastor! 
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Happy Birthday! 

October 2 Connie Robison 

October 2 Luann Bangsund 

October 6 Samina Roiballove 

October 9 Emily Evans 

October 10 Nasreen Barkat 

October 12 Lorraine Jorgenson 

October 18 Ivan S. Tan 

October 18 John Jeptha Plassmeyer  

October 20 Marcia Fagan 

October 21 Emalee Whitlock 

October 22 Gordon Jackson 

October 25 Meta P. Tan 

October 25 Jean Vieten 

October 26 Helmi Merkley 

October 28 Kathleen Wilmot 

A Note From Our Former Interim 

Pastor 

Dear Members and Friends of First 

Presbyterian:  

Thank you for the generous gift certificate to Don’s 

Bicycles as an appreciation for my service among you.  I 

purchased a hybrid bicycle which is a kind of starter 

bicycle which lets me bike around town and over hill and 

dale.  I was humbled by your generosity and remember 

you fondly as I put on the funny shorts and good helmet 

and tool around to places where I’ve only driven 

before.  It was a perfect gift for a “young man” entering 

his 60’s. 

Affectionately, 

Pastor Tom 

 

Link to 

obituary: 

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/name/kimberly-

dykstra-obituary?pid=1000000179672271  

Kimberly Dykstra, wife of Harold 

Dykstra, passed away on April 15, 

2016. Kim was 52 years old. 

Kim and Harold were members of FPC 

Redlands before moving to The River 

Christian Reformed Church.  

Our prayers are with Harold. 



Fall 2016 Presbytery Holy Conversations Tour 

Saturdays & Sundays 

 
Marilyn Gamm, Transitional Executive Presbytery, will be holding a follow-up “Holy Conversations” session at First 

Presbyterian Church, San Bernardino, on Sunday, October 16, at 1:00 p.m. She will share the results of the first 

Holy Conversations (which was held here at our church) and outline the suggested plans for the new structure of 

Riverside Presbytery.  It is important for us to be a part of this session to stay connected to the Presbytery. Please 

plan to attend, if at all possible. If you can’t make it to the San Bernardino meeting, feel free to attend any of the 

following: 
  

Rancho Cucamonga area – Saturday, October 1, at 10:00 a.m. at Northkirk Church - Northkirk in Rancho 

Cucamonga, First in Upland, Upland Taiwanese, Westminster in Ontario, New Beginnings in Fontana, 

Transformation Multicultural Fellowship in Apple Valley; 

  

Hemet area– Saturday, October 8, at 10:00 a.m. at Hemet Church  First in Hemet,  First in Beaumont,  Grace in 

Temecula, Temecula Valley Arabic; 

  

Lake Arrowhead area– Sunday, October 9 at 1:00 p.m. at Lake Arrowhead Church   Community in Lake Arrowhead  

Community in Crestline;  

  

San Bernardino area– Sunday, October 16 at 1:00 p.m. at 1st San Bernardino Church   First in  San Bernardino,  

El Buen Pastor, First in Redlands, Community in Redlands, Inland Empire Presbyterian Fellowship, Bethany in 

Rialto; 

  

Riverside area– Sunday, October 23 at 1:00 p.m. at Calvary Church  Calvary,  Magnolia,  Victoria, First in Corona; 

  

Ridgecrest area– Sunday, November 6 at 11:15 a.m. at Ridgecrest Church   in Ridgecrest  

 

Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of Riverside 

Welcomes our Sisters and Friends to our Fall Gathering and Prayer 

Retreat 

 

Reflections and Ripples  
Reflecting Jesus Through Ripples of Impact  

“As water reflects the face, so one’s life reflects the heart.”   - Proverbs 27:19 

 

Featuring Guest Speakers Rev. Claire Schlegel and Morgan Craig 

 

Saturday, October 15, 2016  

              9:30 a.m.   12:30 p.m.  
Calvary Presbyterian Church, 4495 Magnolia Avenue, Riverside, CA  92501 

 

$8—Lunch included—Registration due at the door 

 

Please R.S.V.P. by Monday, October 10, 2016 to Lou Jolliff at jolliff8771@roadrunner.com 



 Continued from page 1        The Pastor’s Corner 

 

Jesus’ life shows us that reconciliation starts small.  

Each time we practice reconciliation, we are living into 

the call Jesus places upon our lives.”  For indeed we are 

called to forgiveness. 

 

Living a forgiven and forgiving life begins with coming 

into full acceptance of God’s forgiveness which opens us 

to forgiving one another and living as God’s reconciled 

children. Being forgiven and forgiving is essentially  

intertwined.  We forgive because of the incredible,  

unmerited, gift of God’s grace and forgiveness.   

The promises of God are sure.  As we grow (deep down 

at the soul level) in grace and as forgiveness of others 

becomes more and more a habit of the heart, scripture 

assures us that we become more and more Christ -like 

until we finally will be like him in the time to come.  That 

growing in our call to forgive is a process – often  

difficult, sometimes confusing, usually painful and  

always with the prompting of the Holy Spirit.   

 

We respond to the gift of God’s forgiveness with worship 

and praise.  It is in worship and prayer both personal 

and corporate that we accept God’s forgiveness.  We 

then are made able to move beyond ourselves to offer 

f o r g i v e n e s s  t o  e a c h  o t h e r . 

 

As several articles in Presbyterians Today remind us, 

peacemaking begins with practicing everyday  

reconciliation.  Again I am so grateful to be a part of your 

reconciled and reconciling community here at First  

Presbyterian Redlands.  Perhaps because my time with 

you will be short I will cherish every moment. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Sara McCurdy 

 

Mark your calendars now for  

Sunday, October 30th. There will be 

one worship service at 11:00 a.m. 

followed by a potluck lunch. 
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Annual Warm Coat Drive 
Help keep someone warm this winter by donating your clean, gently used, or new 

cold weather clothing. 
¶ Hats 
¶ Gloves 
¶ Coats 
¶ Scarves 
¶ Jackets 
¶ Boots 
¶ Sweaters 
¶ Blankets 
¶ Sleeping bags  
Your donated items will be distributed to Family Service Association of Redlands, Fire & Burn 
Foundation, Inland Temporary Homes, Angelõs Closet, Youth Hope, Building a Generation, and 

the Blessing Center. The last pick up will be on Wednesday, December 7th. 
Warm thanks for your kindness! 

For more information, contact: Women of Faith Redlands ð Jean Arnott (909) 648-3436 or  
University of Redlands Student Volunteer Center ð (909)748-8463 

 

Collection by the Redlands Service Club Council, local community 
organizations, churches, public and private schools in RUSD, and 

the University of Redlands 
 

Sorting, cleaning and repairing will be done by  
Women of Faith Redlands 

on Thursday, Nov 10th and Thursday, Dec 8th.   
 

Call Jean Arnott 909 648-3436 if you would like to assist. 

The coffee fellowship fund is getting pretty low again. Your contributions fund the 

purchase of coffee, tea, sweeteners, and creamers. We also buy paper products 

like stir sticks, cups and napkins. If you notice the donation basket, the next time 

you enjoy “coffee fellowship”, remember, only you can keep the pot from running 

dry.  Thanks for your support! 



100 Cajon Street 

PO BOX 2009 

Redlands, CA  92373 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

Firs t  Presbyter ian  
Church of  Redlands  

The mission of the First Presbyterian Church 

of Redlands is to grow spiritually with the 

community by sharing the love of Jesus 

Christ with all who seek to know God through 

worship, prayer, fellowship, and evangelism. 

F I R ST  PR ESBYTER IA N  CH U RCH  
O F  RED LAN D S  

Phone: 909 793-2839 

E-mail: fpcredlands@verizon.net 

 

Visit us on the web at: 

fpcredlands.org  

 

 

Save Postage + 

Save Paper = 

Save $$ 

 
If you receive your  

Messenger by email, the 

photos appear in color 

and are much clearer.  

  

If you would like to have  

yours emailed, just call 

the office.  (909) 793-

2839.  You can still  

receive a paper copy in 

the mail too if you like 

both. 

  

An Inclusive Community of Faith, Hope and Love 

http://1stpresbyterianchurchofredlands.weebly.com/

