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 If you have been to Lake Tahoe, 

then you have experienced the beauty of 

tall pines on the rocky edge of the lakeõs 

shoreline.  The expanse of the lake has 

many moods, as the winds dance across 

its surface and the sun plays hide and 

seek with billowy white clouds. I had 

looked at the weather report and knew 

that the temperatures would be in the 

low 50õs during the day and dipping into 

the high 30õs at night, but I didnõt expect 

snow flurries on the way to Zephyr Point, 

as my sister drove us from Reno to 

South Lake Tahoe. The raindrops 

morphed into coarse wet snow, melting 

as it slid down the wind shield, while the 

roads stayed clear. 

 This first winter storm made our 

walk from the classroom to our cabin a 

little more challenging, wet, and a bit 

slippery, as the first day of the 

conference came to a close. As we 

walked, the stars were partially visible, 

so I anticipated that the sun would 

welcome us the following morning. 

 The unexpected happened 

though, and we awoke to a blanket of 

snow on the ground and on the pines 

needles, nearly 3 inches deep! Freshly 

fallen and undisturbed, the snow 

beckoned me outside at first dawn, to 

take photographs of the beauty in every 

direction. My cabin-mates described my 

exuberance as the energy of a child on 

Christmas morn. I still remember the first 

time I experienced fresh falling snow, the 

kind that gently floats from above and 

accumulates in silence. I was on my first 

Girl Scout winter retreat as a fourth 

grader. 

 When is the last time unexpected 

beauty caused your energy to soar? When 

is the last time you bounded out of bed 

with the energy of a child on Christmas 

morn?  When has the beauty of Godõs 

natural world literally taken your breath 

away? When have you stood in awe of the 

power and presence of Godõs handiwork 

all around you? 

 In the midst of everyday life, we 

often get buried in busyness or 

monotony. Our energy is enough to get us 

through the day, but rarely that of a child 

on Christmas morn. Although, God is 

visibly present all around us, we forget to 

take notice. Our routines lull our senses 

and unexpected beauty goes unnoticed.  

 A spiritual director once advised 

me to, òNotice what you notice.ó This 

wisdom keeps me attuned to my own 

spirit, as I reflect on what I am noticing. 

Am I noticing whatõs wrong and whatõs, 
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 On Thursday, October 5th, the FPC Book Club will discuss A 

Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles, author of Rules of Civility. 

Pastor Cheryl and Paul will host the meeting . 

 The book selected for the November meeting is Strangers in 

their own Land: Anger and Mourning  of the American Right by Arlie 

Russell Hochschild. Marcia Fagan will host this one. 

 In Strangers in Their Own Land, the renowned 

sociologist Arlie Hochschild embarks on a thought-provoking journey 

from her liberal hometown of Berkeley, California, deep into Louisiana 

bayou country--a stronghold of the conservative right. As she gets to 

know people who strongly oppose many of the ideas she famously 

champions, Hochschild nevertheless finds common ground and 

quickly warms to the people she meets--among them a Tea Party 

activist whose town has been swallowed by a sinkhole caused by a 

drilling accident--people whose concerns are actually ones that all 

Americans share: the desire for community, the embrace of family, and hopes for 

their children.                                                                                             

                   -Goodreads.com  
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October 1 Sunday   

  World Communion 
8:00 a.m. Believe Walk 

4:00 p.m. All-Church Worship  

       Service  

5:00 p.m. Fellowship Chicken  

  Dinner & Potluck 

October 2 Monday 

6:00 p.m. Indonesian Devotions 

October 3 Tuesday 
 5:00 p.m. Worship & Congregational 

   Life 
October 4 Wednesday 

10:00 a.m. Adult Study 

 October 5 Thursday 
  7:00 a.m. Sunrise 

10:00 a.m. Deacons 

  7:00 p.m. Book Club 

 October 6 Friday  

10:00 a.m. Knitting Companions 

October 8 Sunday 
  9:30 a.m. English Worship Service 

10:45 a.m. Adult Study 

  5:00 p.m. Indonesian Worship Svc. 

  5:30 p.m. Youth  Study/Activities 

October 10 Tuesday 

5:15 p.m. Property & Finance 

October 12 Thursday 

  7:00 a.m. Sunrise 

 

 October 15 Sunday 
 9:30 a.m. English Worship Service 

10:45 a.m. Adult Study 
 5:00 p.m. Indonesian Worship Svc. 

 5:30 p.m. Youth  Study/Activities 

October 16 Monday 

6:30 p.m. Session Meeting 
October 18 Wednesday 

10:00 a.m. Adult Study 

 October 19 Thursday 

1:30 p.m. Wenonah Circle 

October 20 Friday 

11:30 a.m. Coffee Shop Circle 

October 22 Sunday 
 9:30 a.m. English Worship Service 

10:45 a.m. Adult Study 
 5:00 p.m. Indonesian Worship Svc. 

 5:30 p.m. Youth  Study/Activities 

October 24 Tuesday 

12:00 p.m. Bridge Club 
October 25 Wednesday 

10:00 a.m. Adult Study 
  

October 29 Sunday 
10:00 a.m. Multicultural Worship 

         Service 

11:00 a.m. Fellowship & Potluck  

         lunch 

October 2017 
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Glasgow has won right to host 

the World Irish Dancing 

Championships in 2018. 

The city saw off competition 

from Belfast, Dublin, and 

Killarney to secure the event, which will be held in 

March at the Royal Concert Hall. 

More than 14,500 dancers and supporters are 

expected to travel to the city for the 

championships, boosting the local economy by an 

estimated £14m. 

"The Worlds" has run for more than 40 years. The 

2018 event will be its fifth visit to Glasgow. 
 

And guess what! FPC Redlands will be hosting the 

local qualifier competition right here in John Knox 

Hall, on Saturday, October 7th, from 8:00 a.m. to 

5:00 p.m. Local dance instructor, Róisín Robson, 

owner of Tir Ruaidh Irish Dance Company has 

invited the congregation to stop by during the day 

to watch some of the best students in the area 

compete for the opportunity to  enter the World 

Irish Dancing Championships. 

 Come out and Cheer on the Walkers 

The Believe Walk 

Letõ Impact Our Community with Hope! 

Sunday, October 1, 2017 

 

World Communion Sunday is October 1, 2017, 

and so is the Believe Walk. We have moved our All 

Church Worship Service for World Communion Sunday to 

4:00 p.m. on this day, just so that we can fully participate 

and support the Believe Walk as a church.  We have 

formed Team Presbyterian, as we have invited 

Community Presbyterian Church and 1st Presbyterian 

Church in San Bernardino to join us. We have 85 people 

from our three churches walking!  

òThe purpose of the Stater Bros. Charities & 

Inland Women Fighting Cancer Believe Walk is to raise 

critical funds that support cancer-fighting organizations in 

this region. Through the generosity of sponsors and 

donors, the Believe Walk will directly impact lives by 

providing funds to improve cancer care and support 

services for cancer patients and their families in the 

Inland Empire communities of Southern California. 

What a privilege it is to serve our community in 

this way! Letõs be Team Presbyterian for Christ! 

Staff Whereabouts 

By Personnel 

 

 Pastor Cheryl and Pastor Hart will be 

attending the Riverside Presbytery Clergy Retreat, 

from Monday, October 9th through Wednesday, 

October 11th.  This will be Pastor Cherylõs first 

retreat, giving her the opportunity to get to know 

other pastoral colleagues within the presbytery on a 

deeper level. Please pray for Riverside Presbytery 

pastors as they gather at the Big Bear Conference 

Center for a time of rest, renewal and building 

relationships.  

 Wenonah Circle and 

the Coffee Shop Circle 
resume their regular 

meetings in October.  
 Wenonah Circle will 

continue to meet on the third 

Thursday of the month, at 

1:30 p.m. The meetings are 

hosted by various members and the meeting locations 

are publicized here each month. The October meeting 

will be at the home of Dick and Mary Lou Jones. 
 The Coffee Shop Circle meets on the third Friday 

at 11:00 a.m.. Pastor Cheryl will be hosting the October 

meeting at her new home in Redlands. 
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not right? Or am I noticing Godõs goodness and beauty 

in the everyday moments of my life? That morning at 

Zephyr Point, my spirit leapt for joy at the beauty of 

Godõs goodness. Creative energy pulsed through my 

being as gratitude poured forth from my lips. The 

unexpected goodness of Godõs power and presence was 

palpable that morning.  

 As temperatures cool and days shorten this 

autumn, I challenge you to be on the lookout for the 

unexpected beauty of Godõs power and presence in and 

around you. Take pause and notice the beauty of a 

sunset. Be surprised by the blossoms that persist as 

temperatures drop. Find goodness in the everyday 

places in your lives. When a gaggle of giggling children 

walks past, hear Jesusõ words, òLet the children come to 

me.ó Notice and give thanks to a clerk for her help with 

a transaction. Notice what you notice and attune your 

spirit to Godõs goodness. 

God will show up unexpectedly each and every 

day as we attune our ears, our eyes, and our hearts to 

Godõs goodness, for God is with us. 

 

Godõs goodness abounds, 

Pastor Cheryl 

  

(Continued from page 1) 

There are two more opportunities to 

participate in Sunrise Lectio Divina (which simply 

translated means divine reading) this October. 

Come and participate on Thursday, October 5th and 

October 12th. Sunrise takes place in the Narthex of 

the Sanctuary from 7:00 a.m. to 7:45 a.m. 

This is a contemplative way to enter the 

biblical text.  Sunrise is an opportunity for 

participants to listen for the intersection of the 

biblical text with their lives. Answering the question 

of òhow is God speaking into oneõs life at this 

particular timeó is the work of Lectio Divina. As the 

psalmist reminds us in the chaos of our world and 

daily lives, òBe still and know that I am God.ó 

Sunrise is an opportunity to be still enough to hear 

God speak into our lives.   

Sunrise Continues in October! 

Thursdays at 7:00 a.m. 

Adult Education Series 

Engaging the Other 

 

 Given the divisive and volatile climate of our nation 

and world, we will explore Paulõs words to the church at 

Corinth found in his second letter.  

 Paul wrote, òGod has given us the ministry of 

reconciliationé so, we are ambassadors for Christ.ó We will 

use the lens of scripture, along side Jane Elliotõs 

experiment with third graders, following the assassination 

of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and a Ted Talk 

by Megan Phelps-Roper, to explore our own struggles with 

engaging the other in our own contexts today. Paul reminds 

the Corinthian church, as well as us, that, òFrom now on, 

therefore, we [are to] regard no one from a human point of 

view.ó How can we begin to see Christ more fully in the 

other?  

 Come and participate either on Sundays or 

Wednesdays, as noted below: 

 

 Sundays  11:00 a.m. to noon 

 October 8th, 15th, and 22nd 

 

 Wednesdays  10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

 October 4th, 18th, and 25th 
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Happy Birthday! 

October 2 Connie Robison 

October 2 Luann Bangsund 

October 6 Samina Roiballove 

October 9 Emily Evans 

October 10 Nasreen Barkat 

October 11 Paul Raine 

October 12 Lorraine Jorgenson 

October 18 Ivan S. Tan 

October 18 John Jeptha Plassmeyer  

October 20 Marcia Fagan 

October 25 Meta P. Tan 

October 25 Jean Vieten 

October 26 Helmi Merkley 

October 28 Kathleen Wilmot 
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Contemplative Corner 

Reflecting on Godõs presence in our livesé 

By Pastor Cheryl 


