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Have you ever signed up for 

something wondering whether or not 

you could, do it?  Maybe you signed up 

for a dance class even though you 

thought you had two left feet.  Maybe 

you signed up for a painting class to 

stretch your imagination, even though it 

had atrophied. I signed up to go rock 

climbing at the pastor’s retreat, 

wondering if I had the strength and the 

courage to do so.  

 Only three pastors braved rock 

climbing with an instructor, who 

happened to be one of our Presbytery’s 

pastors, Wayne Morrow. Pastor Wayne 

serves Desert Hills Presbyterian Church 

in Yucca Valley. Together, we hiked to 

the base of Castle Rock in Big Bear, a 

short steep hike (1.3 miles) up to a 

beautiful rocky crag with great views of 

Big Bear Lake. The hike itself was good 

exercise! Then the three novices 

watched Wayne scale the rock face with 

no ropes as he attached the carabineers 

and rope. “Yikes!”, I thought as I watched 

him ascend. The rock face we were to 

scale was about 65 feet high and the 

angles of the rock face were steep, nearly 

vertical in some places.  As I watched him 

ascend, my heart was pounding, 

especially when we lost sight of him for a 

moment as he navigated an overhang. 

When he finally reached the top he 

seemed incredibly small. 
 Well, I was elected to go first by 

the other two climbers for my first 

experience of rock climbing. Now your 

pastor was in a rock climbing harness 

and our able instructor, Pastor Wayne 

had me securely belayed. This means 

that I was safe at all times, but let me tell 

you it doesn’t feel that way at first. Once I 

scaled the first obstacle, with a little help 

from another novice, I began my ascent.  

Everything in you wants to do 

what are actually the worst things to do. 

Your brain says lean into the rock face, 

while you are supposed to lean back. 

Your feet want to be flat on the rock face, 

but it is better to press your toe on the 

face with your heel at a right angle to the 

face. Your brain fears falling, but with the 

harness securely belayed you can’t.   

About a third of the way up, my 

arms we so tired I was considering calling 

it a day.  But, then Pastor Wayne said, 

“Trust the rope. Just put your legs out 

straight, sit back and let go of your hands 

completely.” Well, I did Iet go of the rock 

face and sat back, but I held onto the 

rope. Then Pastor Wayne said once again, 
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SESSION MEMBERS 

Current members of  

the Session are: 

Moses Bakhsh 

Mark Evans 

Sue Teele 

Marcia Fagan—  

Clerk of Session 

Harry Muaya 

Richard Frederick 

Luann Bangsund 

Jerri Rodewald 

Ann Platz 

Dick Jones 

Al Polchow 

Shirley Harry 



 

 On Thursday, November 2nd, the FPC Book Club will 

discuss Strangers in their own Land: Anger and Mourning  of 

the American Right by Arlie Russell Hochschild. Marcia Fagan 

will host this one. 

  The book selected for the 
December meeting is A Canticle for 

Leibowitz by Walter M. Miller and Mary Doria 

Russell. Rich and Monica Frederick will host 

the meeting and Chris Kane will lead the 

discussion.   

Winner of the 1961 Hugo Award for Best Novel and widely 
considered one of the most accomplished, powerful, and 
enduring classics of modern speculative fiction, Walter M. Miller, 
Jr.'s A Canticle for Leibowitz is a true landmark of twentieth-
century literature—a chilling and still provocative look at a post- 

      apocalyptic future.  
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FPC-Redlands Monthly Book Club 

 

November 1 Wednesday 
10:00 a.m. Adult Education— 

      Engaging the Other 
 

November 2 Thursday 
9:00 a.m. Christian Education 

10:00 a.m. Deacons 

  7:00 p.m. Book Club 
  

November 3 Friday 

10:00 a.m. Knitting Companions 

 
November 5 Sunday  

  Communion Sunday 
  9:30 a.m. English Worship Service 

  5:00 p.m. Indonesian Worship Svc. 
 

November 6 Monday 
5:00 p.m. Worship and  

      Congregational Life 

 

November 10 Friday 

 Indonesian Retreat at Big Bear Lake  

       Friday, Saturday, & Sunday 

 
November 11 Saturday 

Veterans Day—Office Open 
 

November 12 Sunday 
 9:30 a.m. English Worship Service 

 
  

November 14 Tuesday 
5:15 p.m. Property & Finance 

 

November 16 Thursday 
1:30 p.m. Wenonah Circle 

11:00 a.m. Coffee Shop Circle 

 

November 18  Saturday 

9:00 a.m. Presbytery Meeting 
   

 November 19 Sunday 
 9:30 a.m. English Worship Service 

 5:00 p.m. Indonesian Worship Svc. 

 5:30 p.m. Youth  Study/Activities 

 

November 20 Monday 

6:30 p.m. Session Meeting 
 

November 23 Thursday   

Thanksgiving Day—Office Closed 
 

November 24 Friday —Office Closed 

 

November 26 Sunday 
 9:30 a.m. English Worship Service 

10:45 a.m. Adult Study 
 5:00 p.m. Indonesian Worship Svc. 

 5:30 p.m. Youth  Study/Activities 

 

November 28 Tuesday 

12:00 p.m. Bridge Club 

November 2017 
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Team Presbyterian Raised $5,000! 

We Believe… therefore, we walked! What an 

amazing day the morning of October 1st was for all who 

walked. The energy was electric and over 12,000 walkers 

walked, sometimes at a snail’s pace given the size of the 

crowd, to raise money in support of cancer research and 

cancer patients and their families in the Inland Empire. 

The walk’s fundraising goal of $300,000 is only shy by 

$5,522.38!  

Team Presbyterian had 86 registered walkers and 

we raised $5,000 for our community! Our fund-raising 

efforts landed us in third place as a team.  The 

consensus of Team Presbyterian and our supporters is 

that October 7, 2018, is already on our calendars! Next 

year we hope to inspire even more Presbyterians and 

more supporters to Believe!  

Staff Whereabouts 

By Personnel 

 

 Pastor Cheryl is a mentor pastor for the 

Company of New Pastors. Company of New 

Pastors is a pastoral formation program that seeks 

to both deepen and sustain the theological 

foundation of pastoral leaders.  The Company 

focuses on the critical period of vocational 

formation, beginning in seminary and continuing into 

the first years of ministry, helping to establish and 

nurture habits of theological reflection and spiritual 

formation to sustain a lifetime of ministry. The 

objectives of Company of New Pastors are 

simple:  to encourage new pastoral leaders (and 

their mentors) to engage in daily prayer, daily 

scripture reading and regular and ordered 

theological reflection in community with 

others. Pastor Cheryl and Pastor Jeff Holland, Ojai 

Presbyterian Church, have been mentoring a 

formation group since September of 2014. From 

Monday, November 13th through Friday, November 

17th Pastor Cheryl will be with her formation group 

with this gathering’s emphasis on the spiritual life of 

a pastor. She will be leading an experiential session 

on Embodied Prayer, informed by theologian and 

author, Jane Vennard, and spiritual mentor, Marjorie 

Hoyersmith. Please pray for the nine pastors 

gathering to refresh and deepen their walk with God 

and with each other.  

 Pastor Cheryl will also be attending the 

Indonesian Language Retreat at Big Bear 

Conference Center on Friday, November 10th and 

Saturday, November 11th. She will be the opening 

night speaker on Friday and then participate with the 

youth on Saturday. Please pray for everyone in 

attendance, that it may be a time of spiritual growth.  

 Our Custodian, Luke Fredricksen, has 

tendered his resignation to pursue new endeavors. 

We wish him the very best as he expands his 

horizons.  

 Volunteer, Karen Dwight, will be visiting 

family in Oklahoma for the month of November. 

 Wenonah Circle and 

the Coffee Shop Circle 
 Wenonah Circle meets 

on the third Thursday of the 

month, at 1:30 p.m. This month 

the meeting will be held in the 

Narthex. 

 
  The Coffee Shop Circle meets on the third Friday 

at 11:00 a.m. However, this month the meeting will be 

held on Thursday, November 16th, at 11:00 a.m. at Jerri 

Rodewald’s house. 

Fall Back! 

Daylight Savings Time Ends 

November 5th at 2:00 a.m.! 

 

Don’t forget to set your clocks back on Saturday evening, 

November 4th before you go to bed!  If you forget to fall 

back, you will be an hour early for worship! If you are 

early, you can enjoy the choir practice or even jump in and 

join the choir. Of course, you can join the choir any 

Sunday by arriving at 8:00 a.m. I know Dennis Neufeld, 

our temporary director, and Thandiwe Sukuta, our 

temporary organist, as well as our choir members, would 

welcome your presence. 
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“Let go of your hands completely.”  And then I did. 

The feeling was amazing. I was completely 

secure. I was able to relax my arms and give them a 

rest. With Pastor Wayne’s encouragement, I was able to 

begin the climb again and I made it all the way to the 

top. The feeling of euphoria was amazing. I couldn’t 

believe what I had just accomplished! As I took in the 

view, one of my favorite verses came to mind, “By the 

power of God at work within us, God is able to 

accomplish far more than we can ask or imagine.”  

Rock climbing will forever be a metaphor of faith 

for me. Will we trust in the rope - the Spirit of God that 

has us securely belayed? Will we trust in the belayer - 

the power of God at work within us giving us the 

courage to accomplish far more than we 

can ask or imagine?  

I seriously doubted that I could 

scale Castle Rock, when I first started my 

ascent.  But once I stopped and rested, and 

experienced the security of the belay, I 

knew it was possible. We may doubt what 

we can do by our own effort and abilities. 

We may doubt that we can scale what 

seems insurmountable for us as a church – 

the development of our sanctuary 

basement, developing meaningful 

relationships across all of our diversities, remodeling 

our sanctuary to welcome our community, connecting 

with millennials and young families in our community, 

developing a handicap accessible education building, 

reaching others who are hungry for something more 

than the world has to offer and more.  

What if we stopped and rested, if even for a 

moment to realize that we are in God’s hands? What if 

we trusted that God has us securely belayed? What if 

we truly believed that with God, all things are possible, 

even Castle Rock? Will we dare to act as if God is able 

to accomplish through us far more than we can ask or 

imagine?  I pray, so! Who wants to go rock climbing?  I 

do!   

Trusting that God has securely belayed, 

Pastor Cheryl  

(Continued from page 1) 
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Happy Birthday! 

November 1 Erie E. Tan 

November 2 Ernawati Ompi 

November 3 Laura Dwight Greene 

November 3 Janet D. Jackson 

November 4 Alexandra Chamberlain 

November 7 Gary Leslie Platt 

November 10 Nusrat Foster 

November 16 Debbie Hamada 

November 19 Grace Baldwin 

November 20 Jetty Lesar 

November 20 Steven Sihombing 

November 21 Callie Lockwood 

November 21 Alison Kayange 

November 23 Elke Liesl Zak 

November 23 Mark Evans 

November 26 Christine Evans 

November 26 Diane Polchow 

 

 “Hear the word of the Lord,” says the prophet 

Isaiah, “What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices?” 

God is challenging the people because their sacrifices 

have become rote and empty of meaning. They look 

religious, but their lives do not reflect what God desires 

of them, “cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice, 

rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the 

widow.”  

 As we enter the holiday season once again, 

Isaiah’s words challenge us to reflect on our own faith. 

Is our worship reflected in the way we walk through life 

the other 167 hours of the week? Do our words of 

worship reflect our actions? During the holidays there 

are always plenty of ways to give to those in need, yet is 

this the only time we think about those in need? Do we 

seek justice when we encounter injustice in our cities? 

Do we rescue the oppressed or defend the orphan? 

What about those who are widowed or those who are 

lonely or isolated due to health concerns? Do our lives 

reflect what God desires of us? 

The way of faith is a 24/7 adventure that never 

ceases. As this month unfolds, may God show us the 

way to live that God desires of us.  

Contemplative Corner 

Reflecting on God’s presence in our lives… 

By Pastor Cheryl 
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Presbytery of Riverside Meets at FPC Redlands  

Saturday, November 18, 2017 

 

 On Saturday, November 18th the Presbytery of 

Riverside will gather in our Fellowship Hall for their 

meeting. Everyone is invited to come and see the 

Presbytery in action. Lunch will be served, so we need 

you to reserve your place in advance. The cost is 

$8.00 and we will be ordering pizza and salad from 

Redlands Gourmet Pizza.  

 The meeting starts at 10:00 a.m. with 

registration starting at 9:30 a.m.  We will need 

volunteers to welcome the presbyters, so please let a 

Session member know if you are willing to help!  Jerri 

Rodewald, through Congregational Life, is 

spearheading refreshments, so if you would like to 

help on that front let Jerri know. This is an opportunity 

for us to welcome our brothers and sisters in Christ 

from around the Presbytery.   

 

 
November 5, 2017 Communion Sunday 

   Grace & Gratitude Series 

First Reading  Psalm 92:1-4 

Second Reading 2 Corinthians 4:1, 7-15 

The Message   Increase Thanksgiving 

 

November 12 2017 Grace & Gratitude Series  

First Reading   Psalm 14:1-3 

Second Reading  1 Timothy 6:17-19 

The Message   Rich in Good Works 

   
November 19, 2017 Commitment Sunday 

   Grace & Gratitude Series 
First Reading   Proverbs 11:24-25, 22:9,  

   28:22 

Second Reading  2 Corinthians 9:1-8 

The Message   Sparingly or Generously? 

 

November 26, 2017  

First Reading   Psalm 100:1-5 

Second Reading  Ephesians 1:15-23 

The Message   Not Some, But All 

 

November 

Worship Schedule 
  

 Each year in November, we 

erect our Giving Tree in the Narthex, 

decorated with different options for 

giving. Each decoration represents a 

special gift that may be purchased to 

give to a teen who may not get a 

single new gift this year. Redlands Family Services uses 

our donations to make sure that children from low-income 

families have at least one new gift to open for Christmas. 

Choose a gift to give from the tree and then see Terry or 

Ann to donate your gift. 

The Giving Tree is Back 

Just a reminder from the 
Deacons: Family Service 
Assoc. has given us a list of 
food items they can use.  

Pancake Mix 

Cake Mix 

Hamburger Helper 

Oatmeal 

Crackers & Snacks 

 
Thank you for your generous help. 
The Deacons 

 

 Your donations have made our support of Family 

Service Association possible. Last month  our cash 

support amounted to $355 and we also made donations 

of non-perishable food and toiletries.  

 Their letter of thanks says, “With your donation it 

is possible for family Service to provide case 

management and basic service programs for low-income 

and homeless families. We strive to strengthen families 

and direct them toward self-sufficiency.”  

 This month, the Giving Tree makes your holiday 

giving simple and fun. You can support the church’s 

scrip program while giving a nice, new gift to a teen. Of 

course, your donations of holiday food are always helpful 

too.  

 Thank you for making a difference!  
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It is already time to be thinking about 223rd 

General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, USA, 

which will be meeting on June 16 – June 23, 2018, in 

St. Louis, Missouri. Riverside Presbytery will be electing 

its commissioners at the Presbytery Meeting 

on November 18, 2017, at 1st Presbyterian Church in 

Redlands, in order to get the names into the office of 

the General Assembly by the deadline. Two 

commissioners, one Teaching Elder and one Ruling 

Elder, and a Young Adult Advisory Delegate will be 

elected.  If you are nominating someone else, you must 

have their permission to submit the nomination 

form. Young Adult Advisory Delegates are generally 

within the age range of 17-23.  The YAAD does not have 

to be a Ruling Elder. If you believe God is calling you to 

serve in this capacity, please let Pastor Cheryl know and 

she will help you through the process.  

 223rd General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 

 June 16 – June 23, 2018 

  in St. Louis, Missouri  

 

Grace and Gratitude 

Commitment Sunday, November 19, 2017 

 

As we begin a season of reflection on Grace and Gratitude this November, I offer this poem by Mary Oliver for 

reflection: 

The Summer Day 

Who made the world? 

Who made the swan, and the black bear? 

Who made the grasshopper? 

This grasshopper, I mean- 

the one who has flung herself out of the grass, 

the one who is eating sugar out of my hand,  

who is moving her jaws back and forth instead of up and down- 

who is gazing around with her enormous and complicated eyes. 

Now she lifts her pale forearms and thoroughly washes her face. 

Now she snaps her wings open, and floats away. 

I don’t know how to pay attention, how to fall down 

into the grass, how to kneel down in the grass, 

how to be idle and blessed, how to stroll through the fields,  

which is what I have been doing all day. 

Tell me, what else should I have done? 

Doesn’t everything die at last, and too soon? 

Tell me, what is it you plan to do 

with your one wild and precious life? 

 

 Yes, what is it that that you plan to do with your one wild and precious life in gratitude for the grace you 

have received through Jesus Christ? What is it that we plan to do with our one wild and precious life as a church in 

gratitude for the grace we have received through Jesus Christ?  These are the questions we will explore during 

November, culminating on November 19th, when we will renew our commitments to the way of God through this 

church and in our community. As recipients of God’s grace, we respond with gratitude! You will be receiving a 

letter this month asking you to consider how God is calling you to use your time, your energy, your talents, your 

resources, and your generosity in 2018, for we are called to serve God with all of our energy, intelligence, 

imagination and love. Each of us has one wild and precious life gifted to us by God. Yet, what will we do with it?    



 

 Session Highlights  

October, 2017 

By Marcia Fagan, Clerk of Session 

 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held its regular scheduled Stated Session Meeting on 

Monday evening, October 16, 2017, and took the following actions at the meeting:  

 

 Received the Financial Report for the month ending September 30, 2017: 

      Total Income:   $30,483.12             

                                       Total Expenditures:   $22,122.72 

   Excess Income/Expenses:    $8,360.40 

                  Balance in General Account:  $57,099.16 

 

 Approved the concept (presented by Rev. Ron Duvall) of FPCR “Prayer Groups.” 

 

 Reviewed and approved the FPCR “Safe Church and Sexual Misconduct Policy.” 

 

 Approved the release of $12,548.31 from Donor Restricted Funds, with the related reduction in Other Flow 

Through balance. 

 

 Approved the release of $1,765.88 from Donor Restricted Funds with a related reduction in the Flow Through 

Memorial balance of $1,240.82.  The balance of $525.06 in the Flow Through account will be available to be 

used in memory of Lois Bohlman and Dick Leonard. 

 

 Approved sending a letter from Session to each of our three local Congressional representatives, urging that 

our representatives promote and support gun safety legislation and to demand an end to gun violence.   
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Presbyterian Women in the Congregation 
Invite you to an 

 

Indonesian Experience 
 

With 
Guest Speaker: 

Jenny Mambu 
Synod of Southern California and Hawaii 

Global Exchange Participant  
To Indonesia 

 

Saturday, December 9, 2017 
11:30 a.m. in the Narthex 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
100 Cajon Street 

Redlands, CA 92373 
 

Registration $8 - Lunch is included 
 

RSVP to Jerri Rodewald by December 1, 2017 at 
jandbrode@verizon.net or 909-335-3042 

 
Church parking lots are behind the church on 4th street. 
We share our campus with a SDA church on Saturday. 
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100 Cajon Street 

PO BOX 2009 

Redlands, CA  92373 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

Firs t  Presbyter ian  
Church of  Redlands  

The mission of the First Presbyterian Church 

of Redlands is to grow spiritually with the 

community by sharing the love of Jesus 

Christ with all who seek to know God through 

worship, prayer, fellowship, and evangelism. 

F I R ST  PR ESBYTER IA N  CH U RCH  
O F  RED LAN D S  

Phone: 909 793-2839 

E-mail: fpcredlands@gmail.com 

 

Visit us on the web at: 

fpcredlands.org  

 

 

Save Postage + 

Save Paper = 

Save $$ 

 
The First Presbyterian 
Church of Redlands is 
pleased to share its 
newsletter with you.  We 
welcome comments!   

 

You may also view this 
newsletter on our web-
site.  Go to www, fpcred-
lands.org and then click 
on The Messenger tab 
at the top of the page. 

 

  

An Inclusive Community of Faith, Hope and Love 

 

http://1stpresbyterianchurchofredlands.weebly.com/
http://fpcredlands.org
http://fpcredlands.org

