
First  Presbyter ian Church of  Redlands 

On February 1st, Lent is Just 9 Days 

Away  - So Be Holy! 

 

 

Lent is a holy journey with God. But what 

exactly does it mean to be òholyó? 

For some, itõs all about following a set of 

rules and not messing up. But what if 

holiness is not good marks on a chalk-

board (or gradebook) but a gift from 

God? 

 

Pastor and author Brian Coulter has put 

together a series of brief daily reflec-

tions, paired with a short, ancient form 

of praise and petition called a breath 

prayer, to explore what holiness means 

for Christians today. He invites us to  

receive from God this blessed gift that 

makes our lives more compelling, enjoy-

able, and more faithful. Bess Reynoldõs 

original artwork brings this holy Lenten 

journey to life. 

 

A free copy of this 40 day devotional will 

be made available to each member 

household and additional copies are 

also available to our congregationõs fre-

quent guests and friends. This will  be 

the same devotional for Pakistani, Indo-

nesian, and English-speaking members 

and friends. So seek greater holiness, 

freedom, and joy with me this Lent. 

 

Affectionately yours, 

Pastor Tom 

Ash Wednesday  

Service  

12 Noon to 12:45  

in the Sanctuary 

February 10th 

 

This year weõre trying 

something different.  

We are having a traditional Ash Wednes-

day service at noon in the Sanctuary.  We 

hope to have either Cakra or Zach play 

the piano.  Ashes on the hand or fore-

head are optional.  Weõve never remem-

bered òfrom dust weõve come and to dust 

we will returnó that is, humbled ourselves, 

at this time or place before.  But with 

many services in the evening, and some 

folks preferring not to drive at night, we 

thought weõd try it at the noon hour.  

Come join us!  The heat and lights will be 

on, and weõll prepare ourselves for a holy 

Lent.  Believe it or not, itõs the beginning 

of our path to an amazing Easter.    

Good news! The church 

has exceeded its goal of 

a 36% reduction in its 

water use since  

December . This is largely 

due to our gardenerõs 

judicious use of irrigation 

timers and drought tolerant landscaping. 

Thanks to Jose and his crew of Extreme 

Landscaping! 
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THE  MESSENGER 

SESSION MEMBERS 

Current members of  

the Session are: 

Mark Evans 

Lynn Jordan 

Wilson Kayange 

Marcia Faganñ  

Clerk of Session 

Jeri Bray 

Richard Frederick 

Luann Bangsund 

Kathleen Wilmot 

Ann Platz 

Jerri Rodewald 

Dick Jones 

Al Polchow 



Since the December and January meetings were cancelled,  

discussion of Stickeen, by John Muir, has been postponed  

indefinitely. On Thursday, February 4, at 7:00 P.M. discussion of The  

Luminaries by Eleanor Catton will commence.  

Marcia Fagan will host and Helen Waitz will be the discussion leader. 

In March, The Road to Character, by David Brooks will be the topic of 

discussion at the home of Chris and Lisa Kane 
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FPC-Redlands* Monthly Book Club 

 

February 2                

7:00 P.M.    Mission Commission 

February 4 

7:00 A.M.    Sunrise 

10:30 A.M.  Deacons 

7:00 P.M.     FPC Book Club 

February 7, 2016 

8:00 A.M.    Choir Practice 

9:30 A.M.    English Worship Service 

  Congregational Meeting 

5:00 P.M.   Indonesian Worship Service 

5:00 P.M.   PIM Worship Service 

 

February 8 

5:00 P.M.    Worship Committee 

February  10      Ash Wednesday 

12:00 P.M.   Ash Wednesday  

                            Worship Service 

5:15 P.M.      Property & Finance Mtg. 

February 11 

7:00 A.M.    Sunrise 

9:30 A.M.    Christian Education Mtg. 

 

February 14 

8:00 A.M.    Choir Practice 

9:30 A.M.   English Worship Service 

5:00 P.M.   Indonesian Worship Service  

5:00 P.M.   PIM Worship Service  

February 15 Presidentõs Day 

  Church office closed 

6:30 P.M.    Session Meeting 

February 17 

1:30 P.M.    Wenonah Circle 

  Joyce Crawford Hosts 

6:00 P.M.    Lenten Soup Supper 

  PIM Hosts 

February 18 

7:00 A.M.     Sunrise 

February  19 

11:00 A.M.   Coffee Shop Circle 

  Luann Bangsund hosts 

 

February 21 

8:00 A.M.     Choir Practice 

9:30 A.M.    English Worship Service 

5:00 P.M.    Indonesian Worship Service                                     

5:00 P.M.     PIM Worship Service 

February 24  

6:00 P.M.     Lenten Soup Supper 

February 25 

7:00 A.M.     Sunrise 

February 26 

12:00 Noon  Bridge Club 

February 2016 

Some Words of Wisdom 

Time may be a great healer but itõs a lousy 

beautician. 

Even duct tape canõt fix stupid, but it can 

muffle the sound. 
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Session Highlights          by Marcia Fagan 

December 2015 

 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held its regularly  

monthly scheduled meeting on Monday evening, December 14, 2015, and took 

the following actions:  

 

 

Received the Financial Report for the month of November, as well as the year-to-date: 

    MONTH OF NOVEMBER: 

Total Income:                $23,055.00            

                                       Total Expenditures:   $21,308.97  

       Net Income:                 $1,746.27  

                 Balance in General Account:   $89,321.71     

      

YEAR-TO-DATE:  

Total Income:                         $232,793.71  

      Total Expenditures:            $233,285.80  

       Net Income:                  ($492.09) 

 

 

Approved three Committee recommendations from the Personnel Committee: 

To increase Commissioned Ruling Elder Hart Taõs yearly salary to $6,5000 per year,  

pending completion of his annual evaluation (to be completed by January 31, 2016). 

To increase the salary of the Indonesian Music Director Cakra Nelwan to $2,400.00  

per year, pending completion of his annual evaluation (to be completed by January 31, 2016.  This 

will be a salaried position of $200 per month. 

to increase the hourly wage of Church Custodian Luke Fredrickson to $12.50 per hour. 

 

Received information about the Music and Meditation in the Sanctuary on Wednesdays during Advent and 

the Advent Sunrise services in the Narthex  

 

Reviewed, discussed and approved the Ministry Information Form (MIF) submitted to Session by the FPCR 

Pastor Nominating Committee, and approved the MIF with minor additions and corrections. 
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Session Highlights          by Marcia Fagan 

December 2015 
  

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held its regularly 

monthly scheduled meeting on January 18, 2016 and took the following actions. 

 

 ɻ Received the Financial Report for the Month ending December 31, 2015 

and the Fiscal Year 2015. 

 

    Month of    Fiscal Year 2015 

    December 

 Total Income:  $19,504.37    $275,338.77  

 Total Expenditures: $23,001.84    $276,880.24  

 Net Income (Loss) $(3,497.47)   $ (1,541.47) 

 

 Bank Balances as of December 31, 2015: 

   

  General Account: $82,460.98  

  Restricted Account: $ 16,247.92  

 

 ɻ Approved the 2016 General Mission Pledge to the Presbytery of Riverside in the amount of $2,000. 

 

 ɻ Declined the invitation to participate in the 2016 Presbytery of Riverside Salary Sharing Plan. 

 

 ɻ Ratified two actions previously taken by the session via electronic means: 

1.   Approval of expenditures, not to exceed$7,600, for repairs to the roof of the John  

      Knox Fellowship Hall. 

2.  Removal of eleven members from the Rolls of the First Presbyterian Church of  

     Redlands.  Eight members for failure to actively participate in the work and worship   

     of the congregation for at least two years; one member as a result of death, and two  

     members requested transfer to another congregation.   

 

 ɻ Received Transitional Pastor Tomõs report and offered support for the establishment of         

 a Task Force to strategically plan for the future of the Pakistani/Indian Ministry. 

 

 ɻ Received the report from the Christian Education and Evangelism Committee and complimented Wilson 

Kayange on his involvement and success with the Youth Sunday School program. 

 

 ɻ Approved the recommendation from the committee on Property and Finance to renew all rental contracts 

now in force at the current rate for the 2016 calendar year.   

 

 ɻ Received the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands Scrip Financial Report for 2015. 

    

    Gross Sales:  $33,780.50  

    Cost of Goods Sold: $33,151.38  

    Income from Sales:     $     629.12 

    Interest:  $       11.27 

    Total Income 2015: $     640.39 

 

 ɻ Received the Worship and Congregational Life Committeeõs report which includes the schedule of the 

Lenten suppers on Wednesdays, February 17th, 24th, March 2nd, 9th, and 16th at 6:00 PM followed by a 

study directed by the Christian Education and Evangelism Committee. 
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Happy Birthday! 

February 1 Scott Millsom 

February 2 Sharoon Justine 

February 2 Ranita Tarigan 

February 7 Shazeb Suhail 

February 7 Chris Kane 

February 8 Karen Dwight 

Feb 9 DeAnne Morrison 

Feb 13 Linda Cotton 

Feb 14 Charlena Matthias 

February 15 Jan Pflaum 

February 24 Sharoon Justine 

February 24 Shazeeb Suhail 

February 28 Sabina Justine 

February 28 Elise Evans 

Each year we gather Wednesday nights in Lent for 

fellowship and reflection.  This year we are going with 

what I call a òhigh risk potluckó followed by a program 

featuring our newest confession of faith, the Belhar 

Confession.   

Belhar was written by the Dutch Reformed Mission 

Church, in South Africa, in 1986.  It was five years 

before Nelson Mandela was released from prison, after 

twenty years of incarceration.  In this time and place, 

one did not want to be black or have an òounce of black 

bloodó in your body.  So this denomination of mixed race 

(so-called Coloreds) wrote what they believed; and have 

inspired us all. 

Recently, the Presbytery of Riverside voted with the 

other 171 presbyteries to adopt Belhar as one of our 

Confessions of Faith.  (It passed by the needed 2/3rds 

of the presbyteries.  Moderator-elect of the presbytery, 

the Rev. James Munyi, and Ruling Elder Wilson Kayange 

were ecstatic about its teaching.)   

 

With different committees and groups in the 

congregation responsible for set up and clean up, weõll 

be seeing clips from òOut of Africaó, òA Dry White 

Seasonó, and òMandelaó, among other movies; looking 

at a section of the Belhar Confession; and then trying to 

connect it with our lives today.   

Set aside Wednesdays, February 17, 24, and March 2, 

9, and 16, @ 6 P.M. in the John Knox Fellowship Hall for 

a time of grand fellowship and learning.    

Out of Africa: Lenten Potlucks Feature Movie Clips and Belhar  



Day of Action                            Discussion Topics      

 

When: 

February 13 
9:30 A.M.ð1:30 
P.M.  
 

Where:      

First Presbyterian 
Church of Encino 
4963 Balboa Blvd. 
Encino, CA 91316 

 

FEATURING 

§ Brainstorming Sessions 

§ Helpful Handouts 

§ Fellowship 

§ Lunch 

§ Support and Ideas for Action in our  

Abuse of Women 

Homelessness 

Current Parenting Issues 

Other Area Concerns 

 

Directions 

Take the Balboa Blvd. exit off the 101 Freeway and turn south. 
The church is after the third right street on the right. 

Enter through the door off the parking lot on the south side. 

 

Registration/Contact   COST: $15 

Ruth Mandernach CRE  
818.788.1147x115 
recm91401@aol.com 
 

Schedule 

8:30 Registration 
9:00 Opening 
9:30 Workshop 1 

10:45 Break 
11:10 Workshop 2 
12:15 Lunch 
1:00 Presbytery Worship 

 

Workshops 

 Session 1 

1. Excited to be an Elder 

2. Smiling While Youôre Clerk of the Session 

3. 1001 New Worshiping Communities 

4. Daring to Be Deacons 

5. Learning from the Church in Nigeria 

6. The Care and Nurture of Your Church Staff 

7. Transformational Stewardship 

     
Session 2 

8. Prayer 

9. El Salvador Mission Update 

10. Starting a Wellness Ministry 

11. Cultural Humility in the Church and Society 

12. Community Garden Ministry 

13. Partnering for Youth Ministry 

14. Today AND Tomorrow (Misistry with Older Adults) 

15. Legal Essentials for Church Leadership 

 

Please register by Wednesday, February17, 2016 for 
lunch. Child care available by request by 2/15. 

You may register online at: 

Riversidepresbytery.info@verizon.net  

or call (909) 881-1595 

LEaD 2016 

  

Riverside Presbytery and First Presbyterian Calvary 

Presbyterian 

  

Saturday, February 20, 2016 

9:00 A.M.ñ1:00 P.M. 

4495 Magnolia Ave., Riverside, CA 

For information call Jack Brennen at (909) 374ï 6884  

mailto:Riversidepresbytery.info@verizon.net


The Presbyterian Women 
held their semi-annual 

gathering on Friday, December 

4th in John Knox Hall. 

After the catered lunch, Karen 

Dwight lead the program 

valiantly despite technical 

difficulties. 

 Martha Jane Bannister regaled 

the group with her spirited 

banter and skillful cello 

playing, while Mary Lou Jones 

brilliantly accompanied her on 

the piano. 

Yes, we do more than eat and 

have fun. To learn more go to: 

https://www.presbyterianmission

.org/ministries/pw/about/  


