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Good Over Evil: 

“The Beginning is 

Always Happening” 

 

“Jesus believes that 

love will always rise 

from the dead, good 

is more powerful than 

evil, and his Father will prove once and 

for all in his human body.  Until we know 

that in our bones, until we risk that in 

our actions, until we base our life’s 

choices on such awesome trust, ‘All our 

preaching is useless and all our  

believing is in vain’  (I Cor. 15:14).  The 

mystery of the death and resurrection of 

Christ tells us that it is finally a  

Benevolent Universe, God is on our side, 

we belong here, and there is no basis 

for existential fear.  We no longer need 

to be in control, because something 

much better is in the works.  The Easter 

Mystery says that the true apocalyptic 

message is not, ‘The end is near!’ but 

‘The beginning is always happening!’  

Power cannot see that.  Love can see 

n o t h i n g  e l s e . ”   

Thank you, Richard Rohr, O.F.M. 

This paragraph is under “the glass” on 

the desk you provide for me.  Reading 

and thinking it is easy.  Living by it is 

not.  This Lent and Easter, let us see 

with Love.   

     

Gratefully, and in the Easter Mystery, 

Pastor Tom 

What a Pastor Does Monday through  

Saturday 

My brother who is a retired Coast Officer, 

businessman and Christian believer told 

me once that it must be nice to work only 

one hour (well, really, 65-75 minutes) a 

week.  He was joking, of course.  But he 

has a point.  Pastors are not visible 39-49 

hours/week unless you happen to be in 

the hospital, are homebound or come by 

the office, in my case, Monday-Thursday, 

9-1. 

Pastors spend, on average, 30% of their 

time in administration.  This is a  

according to a University of Chicago  

survey taken in the late 90’s of 1,500 

Southern Baptist pastors.   

Pastors take one, or increasingly, two 

days off a week.  (The thinking is one day 

for Sabbath as taught in the Scriptures 

and one day for errands and medical/

dental appointments.  

Pastors have a certain number of  

members of their church who physically 

cannot make it to worship, and need the 

Word, conversation, bulletins and the 

Bread and the Cup.  

Pastors need time for study prior to 

preaching and/or teaching.  A 15-minute 

sermon takes on average 2 hours to write 

and revise (if you’re a manuscript  

preacher).   

Some pastors practice a sermon (I heard 

of one in his garage, in front of his  

workbench) and all pastors must do their 

background exegesis (study of the  
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SESSION MEMBERS 

Current members of  

the Session are: 

Moses Bakhsh 

Mark Evans 

Wilson Kayange 

Marcia Fagan—  

Clerk of Session 

Harry Muaya 

Richard Frederick 

Luann Bangsund 

Kathleen Wilmot 

Ann Platz 

Jerri Rodewald 

Dick Jones 

Al Polchow 

Shirley Harry 



The March book club meeting will be held on Thursday, the 3rd, at 

the home of Chris and Lisa Kane. The Road to Character, by David 

Brooks will be the topic of discussion. 

In April, the group will discuss  The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah, 

Goodreads Choice 2015 winner.  

In love we find out who we want to be.  

In war we find out who we are. 

So begins the epic panorama of WWII which frames the stories of two sisters, each 

embarking on her own dangerous path toward survival, love, and freedom in German-

occupied, war-torn France. The novel celebrates the resilience of the human spirit and 

the durability of women. 

 

Kristin Hannah is the best selling author of twenty-one novels, including the block-

buster  Firefly Lane.  She is a former lawyer turned writer. 
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FPC-Redlands* Monthly Book Club 

 

March 2                

6:00 P.M.    Soup Supper 

March 3 

7:00 A.M.    Sunrise 

10:30 A.M.  Deacons 

7:00 P.M.     FPC Book Club 

March 4 

10:00 A.M.  Knitting Companions 

March 6,  

8:00 A.M.    Choir Practice 

9:30 A.M.    English Worship Service 

  Congregational Meeting 

5:00 P.M.   Indonesian Worship Service 

5:30 P.M.   Indonesian Youth Activities 

5:00 P.M.   PIM Worship Service 

March 7 

5:00 P.M.    Worship Committee 

 

6:00 P.M.    Lenten  Supper & Study 

  Christian Ed Hosts 

March 10 

7:00 A.M.    Sunrise 

9:30 A.M.    Christian Education Mtg. 

March 13 

8:00 A.M.    Choir Practice 

9:30 A.M.   English Worship Service 

5:00 P.M.   Indonesian Worship Service  

5:30 P.M.   Indonesian Youth Activities 

5:00 P.M.   PIM Worship Service  

March 15  

12:00 P.M.  Bridge Club 

5:15 P.M.    Property & Finance Mtg. 

March 16 

1:30 P.M.    Wenonah Circle 

         Grace Baldwin hosts 

6:00 P.M.    Lenten Supper & Study 

  Deacons host 

March 17 

7:00 A.M.    Sunrise 

March 18 

11:00 A.M.  Coffee Shop Circle 

March 20    Passion/Palm Sunday 

8:00 A.M.    Choir Practice 

9:30 A.M.    English Worship Service 

  Congregational Meeting 

5:00 P.M.   Indonesian Worship Service 

5:30 P.M.   Indonesian Youth Activities 

5:00 P.M.   PIM Worship Service 

March 21 

6:30 P.M.    Session Meeting 

March 24    Maundy Thursday 

7:00 A.M.     Sunrise 

7:00 P.M.     English Worship Service 

March 25     Good Friday 

7:00 P.M.     Indonesian Communion  

        Service 

March 27 

8:00 A.M.    Choir Practice 

9:30 A.M.    English Worship Service 

  Congregational Meeting 

5:00 P.M.   Indonesian Worship Service 

5:30 P.M.   Indonesian Youth Activities 

5:00 P.M.   PIM Worship Service 

  

March 2016 

Kristen Hannah 
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Session Highlights          by Marcia Fagan 

February 2016 

 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held its regularly month-

ly scheduled meeting on Monday evening, February 15, 2016, and took the fol-

lowing actions:  

 

¶ Received the Financial Report for the month of January 2016 

Total Income:   $21,131.51            

                                        Total Expenses:  $24,980.17 

   Net Income (Loss):   ($3,848.66)    

                  Balance in General Account: $72,490.00  

 

          

Welcomed the new Ruling Elders for the Session Class of 2018:  Moses Bakhsh, Rich Frederick, Shirley 

Harry, Wilson Kayange, and Harry Muaya.   

 

Approved the submitted General Assembly Statistical Report for 2015 for First Presbyterian Church of Red-

lands. 

 

Approved a recommendation from the Property and Finance Committee for a First Presbyterian Church of 

Redlands Rental Policy and Procedure: 

New Rental Memorandums of Understanding (MOUs) or significant changes to existing Rental 

MOUs must be approved by Session. 

Each December, Session will review and approve all continuing Rental MOUs for the next year 

as well as the standard rates for one time usage of the facilities.   

Any requests for waivers or reductions in the standard fees will be submitted to the Moderator 

of the Property and Finance Committee to be presented to the Committee.  The Committee 

is authorized to approve the reduction or waiver of the standard fees for one-time or single 

events.  

 

Received information from the Christian Education and Evangelism Committee regarding the number of 

children participating in our Sunday School Program. 

 

Received information from Worship and Congregational Life Committee regarding the Lenten Suppers on 

Wednesday nights in John Knox Hall at 6:00 p.m. and the morning Lectio Sunrise Services in the Nar-

thex on Thursdays at 7:00 a.m. 



The Messenger  
Page 4  

Continued from Page 1 

original language and word studies) and must keep up 

with current events and “the literature” in their  

respective fields (counseling, biblical studies,  

ethics, Christian spirituality, theology).  Pastors must find 

time for prayer including daily reading. 

Pastor must visit.  There are two kinds of visits: care vis-

its and evangelistic visits.  Often  these visits are best 

done over a meal.  Care visits are for member and 

friends of the congregation that are in physical or  

emotional pain.  Evangelistic visits are those that are 

considering  the Christian faith and the membership in a 

congregation that the faith entails.  These two kinds of 

visits take phone calls and drive time.  Often a visit is the 

best sermon preparation there is.   

Presbyterian solo pastors moderate Session and attend 

committee/commission meetings. 

Pastors represent the church to the community.  This 

may entail membership in Rotary or Kiwanis but  

certainly means prayer before City Councils, ecumenical 

and interfaith work and just “kicking the tires” of what’s 

going on in the community.  The Christian youth ministry 

“Young Life” calls this “contact work.” 

Being a pastor involves night meetings and is not a 9 to 

5 vocation.  Self-care is important.  Care of family and 

friends is essential.  One presbytery says it’s a 40-50/

hour/week job—less than 40 you’re shorting the  

congregation, more than 50 you’re shorting your  

discipleship to Jesus, your family and friends and  

yourself. 

I would be interested in any feedback you have on these 

musings.  My dissertation/project advisor, the Rev. Dr. 

Tom Duggan provided something like this to a  

congregation he was serving as interim and many found 

it very helpful.  Do you? 

Pastor Tom 

  

     “Be Holy” 
 

How are we doing?  Many of us have reading and prayer habits.  But this 

year we are encouraging you to use a congregation-wide devotional, Be 

Holy by Coulter and Reynolds.  If you’ve lost yours or would like not to 

share with others in your house there are some extras in the Fellowship 

Hall, Narthex and Church Office.  The breath prayers for throughout the 

day are to center you on God’s Love throughout the day  

 

       Pastor Tom 

  

 

 

 

A Lenten 

“Capstone” 

Event: 

Maundy 

Thursday 

Service of 

Gradual 

Darkness 

 
At 6:00 P.M. on 

Maundy or Holy 

Thursday, March 

24, in John Knox 

Fellowship Hall, we will have our regular Lenten 

“Soup” Supper. But then instead of anything about 

the Belhar Confession, we will go right into re-

enacting the Lord’s Supper with the Session as the 

major player, and hear and sing the Story of Jesus’ 

last night and early morning before the Crucifixion.  

It’s been called a Tenebrae Service. I am calling it a 

Service of Gradual Darkness for  reasons you’ll learn 

if you come. Come and be filled and moved by Jesus’ 

journey through the Cross to the Empty Tomb. 

 

    Pastor Tom 
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Happy Birthday! 

March 3 Jean Anderson Crowell 

March 4 Lorence Kayange 

March 5 Neena Jacob 

March 6 Margaret Ndipagbor 

March 8 Alice Munde 

Mar 11 Norma Pucek 

Mar 11 Shannon Polchow 

Mar 14 Sohail Sardar 

Mar 15 Carleton Lockwood 

Mar 18 Evelina Sitompul 

Mar 18 Cathy Smith 

Mar 23 Claudette Lockwood 

March 26 Jennifer Shad 

Mar 27 Nayab Sanchez 

       Wednesday Dinners and Belhar “Rocks”—Try It!  

 
We can report a very positive response to the first two 

Wednesday Night Lenten Suppers.  

 

The video on our soon-to-be newest Confession of Faith 

(Belhar) was excellent.  After listening to one more video 

from a Presbyterian Teaching Elder who is also a 

seminary dean we will look at the actual Confession 

itself.  I want you to know more about the wonderful 

part of God’s world known to us as Sub-Saharan Africa 

and the beautiful and broken part of the world known 

as South and Southern Africa.  Try us out.  We meet  in 

Fellowship Hall at 6 and we’re on our way by 7:30. 

 

     Pastor Tom 

Greetings from your Board of Deacons 
 

The year of 2015 was a very fruitful one for the 

Deacon funds and we want to thank the 

membership for their generous support. We were 

able to increase our contributions to the following 

projects: The VA bus passes; Youth Hope; Christian 

Counseling Service; and our Holiday funds toward 

needy families in our Congregation.  

 

As the season of Lent progresses towards Easter 

Week, we will be including inserts for donations and 

dedications for Easter Lilies. Look for those during 

the March Sundays before Easter Sunday. 

 

Thank you again for your continued donations and 

support! 

    Gayle Timilione 



We want all our friends of the Opera to know about a fabulous organ 

performance series being held at the First Congregational Church.  

Come enjoy Organ Recitals Thursdays during Lent at 11:30 a.m. in the 

beautiful Sanctuary. After a Lenten Scripture reading, we will give you 

an opportunity to listen to sacred music offered by some of our 

region’s finest organists. 

 

March 3, 2016: Dr. Lois Musmann 

March 10, 2016: Mr. Jeffrey Rickard 

March 17, 2016: Mr. Frederick Swann 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  from the Worship Committee 

 

On Sunday, March 13, during the Coffee Fellowship, 

we’re asking everyone to “bring a sample of your 

favorite hors’douevre!” You choose—6 to 12 pieces 

each.    We’ll probably want to exchange recipes after 

that, but that’s not part of the plan!  

If only a few participate, we’ll just have coffee, tea, and 

juice that morning, so come, bring a favorite snack and 

we’ll all enjoy! 

On Sunday, April 17, we’ll have our first Choir Brunch 

of the year.    

Please plan on being a part of that time of fun, 

fellowship and great music planned by Zach.   We hope 

you’ll dig deep into your pockets and be generous.  All 

proceeds help underwrite the choir. 

 

Looking way ahead to May 22, 

the Coffee Fellowship time will 

be “all chocolate”, and again, 

we’re asking everyone to bring 

a sample of their favorite 

chocolate goodie!    These 

days, you never know what 

treats are in store for you 

during our Fellowship Time.       

The Mission Commission will be campaigning for three 

very worthwhile projects this Lenten season: 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance; Presbyterian Hunger 

Program; and Self Development of People. 

 

“So much accomplished, still so much to do” is the title 

of the  insert in your Sunday bulletin. Since 2007, the 

West Africa Initiative (WAI) has assisted in the 

rebuilding and rehabilitation of Liberia and Sierra 

Leone fo l lowing years  of  c iv i l  wars .  

The three programs supported by One Great Hour of 

Sharing have worked together with the people in West 

Africa to improve their lives and communities. 

“So much accomplished” refers to the more than 65 

communities that have received training to establish 

farming and microbusinesses. Hundreds of women 

have benefited from livelihood training programs, 

including beekeeping, raising livestock, and moringa 

tree production.  

“Still so much to do” means assisting with recovery 

from the Ebola epidemic and helping the more than 

25,000 orphans who live in Liberia and Sierra Leone, 

many orphaned by Ebola. 

There will be no Cents-Ability collection in March as we 

focus on funding these missions.  

Thank you for your anticipated support. 



 

Presbyterian Women in the Synod of Southern California and Hawaii 

{¦aa9w /hbC9w9b/9 

 

 

Lenses and Mirrors 
 

 

 

 

 

Save the Dates! 

       
 

 
July 15-17, 2016 

Chapman University, Orange, CA 
Speakers: 

¢ƘŜ wŜǾŜǊŜƴŘ WǳŘȅ {ƛƪŜǊ 
Author of 2016-2017 Horizons Bible Study 

 

¢ƘŜ wŜǾŜǊŜƴŘ 9ǳƎŜƴƛŀ DŀƳōƭŜ 
Author, Retreat Leader, Spiritual Director 

 

$235 – 2 nights lodging and 6 meals 

$130 – full time commuter, 4 meals; $65 – 1-day, 2 meals 

 

 

Workshops * Forums * Mercado 
Registration Forms Available in April from PWP Moderators 

 



100 Cajon Street 

PO BOX 2009 

Redlands, CA  92373 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

Firs t  Presbyter ian  
Church of  Redlands  

The mission of the First Presbyterian Church 

of Redlands is to grow spiritually with the 

community by sharing the love of Jesus 

Christ with all who seek to know God through 

worship, prayer, fellowship, and evangelism. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
OF REDLANDS  

Phone: 909 793-2839 

E-mail: fpcredlands@verizon.net 

 

Visit us on the web at: 

fpcredlands.org  

 

 

Save Postage + 

Save Paper = 

Save $$ 

 
If you receive your  

Messenger by email, the 

photos appear in color 

and are much clearer.  

  

If you would like to have  

yours emailed, just call 

the office.  (909) 793-

2839.  You can still  

receive a paper copy in 

the mail too if you like 

both. 

  

An Inclusive Community of Faith, Hope and Love 

http://1stpresbyterianchurchofredlands.weebly.com/

