
First  Presbyterian Church of  Redlands  

Slow and Steady Wins the Race 

 

Someday I’d like to run in the Boston 

Marathon.  It is the granddaddy of them 

all, and the only one that requires a 

qualifying time to compete.  With a  

relatively new tungsten steel hip joint, 

competing at Boston is probably 

unlikely.  But I can still dream. 

It’s much the same way with the con-

struction projects around the church 

campus.  The “skateboard wall” (the 

swooping columns on the north side of 

the Sanctuary have been painted, as 

have the posts & hand rails, and some 

John Knox soffits.  The men’s bathroom 

was just completely “demoed” and  

replaced for probably the first time in its 

60 year history.  The Session just  

approved $3,500 to replace the  

Sanctuary lights.  The progress is slow, 

but steady. 

That’s like our lives.  We don’t see our 

hair turn gray, or our gait get slower.  

But when a relative comes back into 

town or we see a picture we’re reminded 

of the change.  That’s not all bad.  We 

can adjust to “new normals.”  Things get 

done better over time.  The hare is so 

much more admired than the tortoise; 

but I’ll take the tortoise any day. 

Our church is making slow, steady  

progress in refurbishing our campus for 

a five, not twenty year perspective; of 

bringing back ministry for children, 

youth and their families; and coming 

into the 21st century with technology—

three of our four 

goals from the fall 

stewardship cam-

paign.  Become part 

of this “slow, steady 

race” in whatever 

way you feel gifted 

and invited by the 

Holy One. 

  

  

In love and affection,   

Pastor Tom 

Leftover from Lent! 

Holy Conversations: Worth Your While 

One of the more enlightening exercises 

I’ve ever seen was when I was in training 

to be an interim executive presbyter. The 

trainer had the 12 of us go around the 

room and use 1 to 3 words each for our 

Synods.  (There are 15 of them in the 

Presbyterian Church (USA).)  Some said 

“tightknit”, others said “useless”, others 

said “the best”.  Still others said 

“helpful.”  Then the trainer said, “that 

concludes this segment.”  Let’s move on. 

The same could be said about our Presby-

tery.  Presbyteries are there to express 

the unity of the body of Christ.  “We be-

lieve in ONE, holy, catholic and apostolic 

church (the Nicene Creed).”  And that uni-

ty is not just spiritual as in my Baptist up-

bringing, but structural.  (The preferred 

word is “connectional” nowadays.) 
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SESSION MEMBERS 

Current members of  

the Session are: 

Moses Bakhsh 

Mark Evans 

Wilson Kayange 

Marcia Fagan—  

Clerk of Session 

Harry Muaya 

Richard Frederick 

Luann Bangsund 

Kathleen Wilmot 

Ann Platz 

Jerri Rodewald 

Dick Jones 

Al Polchow 

Shirley Harry 



The April book club meeting will be held on Thursday, the 7th at the 

home of Helen and Fred Waitz. The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah, will 

be the topic of discussion. 

 

In May the group will discuss  Convictions by Marcus 

Borg. Joyce Crawford will host the group.  

“Marcus J. Borg, preeminent theologian and Bible scholar, reflects on 

his life and how he developed his most bedrock convictions and why 

they matter. The result is a manifesto for all progressive Christians who 

seek the best path for following Jesus today.” 

From Goodreads.com 

 

“But believing something to be true has nothing to do with whether it is true.”     

                                    ― Marcus J. Borg, Convictions: How I Learned What Matters Most  
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FPC-Redlands* Monthly Book Club 

 

April 1 

10:00 A.M.  Knitting Companions 

 

April 3        Communion Sunday 

8:00 A.M.    Choir Practice 

9:30 A.M.   English Worship Service 

5:00 P.M.   Indonesian Worship Service 

5:00 P.M.   PIM Worship Service 

April 4         Secretary’s Vacation Day 

7:00 P.M.   Mission Commission 

 

April 6        Pastor Tom’s Study Leave  

April 7            Pastor Tom’s Study Leave  

10:30 A.M.  Deacons’ Meeting 

  6:30 P.M.  PNC  Meeting 

  7:00 P.M.  FPC Book Club 

 

April 10  

 8:00 A.M.   Choir Practice 

 9:30 A.M.   English Worship Service 

10:45 A.M.  Choir Fund Raiser Brunch 

 5:00 P.M.   Indonesian Worship Service 

 5:30 P.M.   Indonesian Youth Activities 

 5:00 P.M.   PIM Worship Service 

 

April 11 

 5:00 P.M.   Worship Committee Meeting 

 

April 13 

5:15 P.M.   Property & Finance  

                           Committee meeting 

April 14 

9:30 A.M.    Christian Education Meeting 

 

April 15 

11:00 A.M.  Coffee Shop Bible Study 

                      hosted by Marcia Fagan 

 

April 17       Holy Conversations— 

                        Guest Marilyn Gamm 

8:30 A.M.    Choir Practice 

10:00 A.M.   English Worship Service 

11:30 A.M.  Lunch & Discussion 

5:00 P.M.   Indonesian Worship Service  

5:30 P.M.   Indonesian Youth Activities 

5:00 P.M.   PIM Worship Service  

 

April 18   

6:30 P.M.   Session Meeting 

 

April 19 

12:00 P.M.  Bridge Club 

 

April 20 

1:30 P.M.    Wenonah Circle 

                       Grace Baldwin hosts 

April 24 

8:00 A.M.    Choir Practice 

9:30 A.M.    English Worship Service 

5:00 P.M.   Indonesian Worship Service 

5:30 P.M.   Indonesian Youth Activities 

5:00 P.M.   PIM Worship Service 

  

April 2016 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/22721.Marcus_J_Borg
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/26186628
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=the+nightingale+hannah+kristin&view=detailv2&&id=A9D3723A4FFA5B4D21968B35340785B82040F9D9&selectedIndex=0&ccid=9imPRaq5&simid=608008323093234416&thid=OIP.Mf6298f45aab91249fbdf6b173727ebf9o0
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Session Highlights          by Marcia Fagan 

April 2016 

 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held its regularly  

monthly scheduled meeting on March 21, 2016 and took the following actions:  

 

¶ Approved the Elder Committee structure for 2016: 

Christian Education & Evangelism:  Wilson Kayange (Moderator), Al Polchow,  

Moses Bakhsh 

  Mission Commission:  Ann Platz (Moderator), Jerri Rodewald 

  Personnel:  Rich Frederick (Moderator), Dick Jones, Marcia Fagan 

  Property & Finance:  Luann Bangsund (Moderator), Mark Evans, Shirley Harry,  

Kathleen Wilmot 

  Worship & Congregational Life:  Jerri Rodewald (Moderator), Harry Muaya,  

Kathleen Wilmot, Ann Platz 

 

¶ Corporation officers elected for 2016: 

President:  Mark Evans          Secretary:  Marcia Fagan   Treasurer:  Luann Bangsund 

 

¶ Elected Marcia Fagan as Clerk of Session for 2016. 

 

¶ Approved the Sacrament of Holy Communion for the first Sunday of each month of 2016, with the addition 

of the Maundy Thursday Service, March 24, 2016 and Good Friday, March 25, 2016 (for the Indonesian 

service). 

 

¶ Approved Luann Bangsund, Terry Zeidler, Jerri Rodewald, Al Polchow, Marcia Fagan, Harry Muaya, Evie 

Sitompul, and Frankie Kembuan as Counters and Recorders for Sunday offerings, with the reminder that 

two Counters must be involved in the counting and recording at all times. 

 

¶ Approved Luann Bangsund, Karen Dwight, Terry Zeidler, Izar Martinez, and Marcia Fagan as Check Signato-

ries for the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands’ accounts for 2016. 

 

¶ Approved the third Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. as the regular date and time for monthly Stated 

Session Meetings. 

 

¶ Approved two continuing education/study leaves dates for Pastor Tom for April 6-7, 2016 and May 2-4, 

2016. 

 

¶ Approved a request to be sent to the Presbytery of Riverside granting Rev. Dr. Hameed Barkat the status of 

Honorably Retired (H.R.), effective June 11, 2016 (the Presbytery of Riverside meeting date), and then to 

celebrate Rev. Hameed’s 51 years of ordained ministry on a Sunday late in June at FPCR. 

 

Continued on page 6 
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Continued from page 1 Holy Conversations  

Our Transitional Executive Presbyter has proposed 

and her “Session” (the Vision Coordinating Team) 

has endorsed the idea of 12-15 listening sessions of 

2 hours in length across the length (Upland to Indio) 

and breadth (Ridgecrest to Temecula) of our  

Presbytery.  YOU are invited Sunday, April 17th from 

11:30 to 1:30 P.M. to John Knox Fellowship Hall to 

what’s being called a Holy Conversation.  (See flyer 

elsewhere in the Messenger.)  You don’t have to be 

an officer or member to talk.  The thinking is healthy 

presbyteries created healthy congregations.  Set 

aside Sunday, April 17th from 11:15 to 1:30 to be 

part of the Presbytery’s “listening tour.”  English-

language worship has been moved to 10 A.M. to  

accommodate Community Presbyterian of Redlands 

and so that the Indonesian Ministry of our church 

can join us too. 

 

The Seventh Day Adventists (SDA) are 

Coming! 
There is a lot of confusion about what the SDA  

believes and does.  All of us know of their world-

class health care, seventh day worship and Sabbath, 

and vegetarianism.  (“If it had a mommy, I don’t eat 

it,” says one SDA resident of Brookdale Senior Living 

Apartments in Loma Linda.)  Are they a cult, a sect 

or a Christian denomination like the Presbyterian 

Church (USA)?   

Ron Duvall, with the assistance of Dennis Neufeld, 

will help us sort it all out on Sundays, April 24th and 

May 1st  from 11:00 to 11:45 A.M. in John Knox Fel-

lowship Hall.  Yes, we are moving the class to John 

Knox Hall because we think there will be enough 

interest.  You can pick up the Participant Handout on 

April 17th and 24th in the Narthex after English-

language worship.  It is written by the folks at 

ThoughtfulChristian.com and is a good summary of 

SDA history and beliefs.  Consider yourself invited!     

2016 Presbyterian Women 

Birthday Offering 
Presbyterian Women have a long tradition of caring 

for others and helping those in need.  In 1922,  

Hallie Paxson Winsborough challenged the members 

of the Women’s Auxiliary to give a penny for each 

year of her life as a “birthday gift” for Miss Dowd’s 

School in Japan.  The Presbyterian Women  

Birthday Offering has helped fund mission projects 

that improve the lives of women and children around 

the world.  While the projects and donation amounts 

have changed, Presbyterian Women’s commitment to  

improving lives has not.  The recipients for the 2016 

Birthday Offering are: 

Heartland 180 in Overland Park, Kansas to pur-

chase a dedicated space and computers that 

will enable the program to maintain confidential 

information about participants and donors. 

Direct Action and Research Training (DART) Center 

in Miami, Florida will train clergy and lay leaders 

in more than 20 communities on how to stop 

the flow of children into the school-to-prison 

pipeline. 

Habitat for Humanity East Bay/Silicon Valley in  

Oakland, California to partner with more 100 

individuals and families to repair their  

manufactured homes, ensuring safety and  

stability for these households. 

Building Minds in South Sudan in Pittsford, New 

York to fund the construction of a girls’ primary 

school, for levels one through eight, in Majok-

Keen, a village in Warrap State, South Sudan. 

The amount of the grants will depend on the gifts  

contributed during 2016.  The goal for the 2016  

Birthday Offering is $500,000.  

 Presbyterian Women will be receiving and dedicating 

their donations to the 2016 Birthday Offering at 

their Cinco De Mayo luncheon on Thursday, May 5, 

2016.  Please give as you are blessed.   

My Dear Friends, 

  Thank you for your 
prayers, the beautiful 
Easter lily, and many 
loving cards sent during 
my recent illness.  I have 
felt Godôs presence, His 
healing and your love 
these past four weeks.   

I am blessed with having 
a very caring family who 
have been by my side 
each day.  I hope to be in 
church for worship soon. 

   

Love, Dorothy 
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Happy Birthday! 

April 1 Harrison Hamada 

April 3 Raheel Barkat 

April 4 Lynn Jordan 

April 5 Leslie Ann Platz 

April 8 Jonah Cochran 

April 9 Enny Sitompul 

April 11 Sue Teele 

April 12 Rika Siringo Ringo 

April 16 Nathan Anderson Smith 

April 23 Choky S. Sitompul 

April 30 Pastor Tom Rennard 

 The minister was  preoccupied with thoughts of how he was going 

to  ask the congregation to come up with more money than they were 

expecting for repairs to the church  building. Therefore, he was annoyed 

to find that the regular organist was sick and a substitute had  been 

brought in at the last minute. The substitute wanted to know what to 

play. 

"Here's a copy of  the service," he said impatiently. "But, you'll  have to 

think of something to play after I make  the announcement about the 

finances." 

During  the service, the minister paused and said, "Brothers and 

Sisters, we are in great difficulty; the roof repairs cost twice as much as 

we expected and we need $4,000 more. Any of you who can pledge 

$100 or more, please stand up." 

At that moment, the substitute organist played "The Star  Spangled 

Banner." 

And that is how the substitute became the regular organist! 



Continued from page 3—Session Summary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Approved accepting into membership Mrs. Sana Shad by Reaffirmation of Faith, and the administering the 

Sacrament of Baptism to her son, Ryan Shad, during the 9:30 a.m. Worship Service on April 3, 2016. 

  

¶ Approved the revised Personnel Policies as presented by the Personnel Committee. 

  

¶ Received and approved the 2015 Annual Financial Review Report. 

  

¶ Received the Financial Report for the month ending February 29, 2016: 

Total Income:   $24,024.29              

             Total Expenditures:   $26,851.57  

 Excess Income/Expenses:  ($ 2,827.28)    

             Balance in General Account:  $61,847.16 

  

¶ Approved the following two recommendations from the Property and Finance Committee: 

Extending the ending time for the rental of our nursery to the Indonesian Seventh Day Adventist 

congregation on Saturdays, from time ending at 12:00 p.m. to time ending at 5:00 p.m., and to 

increase the monthly rental from $1,250 to $1,300.  

  

Replacing the sanctuary ceiling lights at a cost not to exceed $3,500.  

  

¶ Received information about an upcoming visit to all three congregations of FPCR by the Presbytery of Riverside 

Transitional Executive Presbyter, Marilyn Gann, at 11:30 a.m. on Sunday, April 17, 2016.  Marilyn has titled her 

visit to FPCR and other churches in our Presbytery “Holy Conversations.”  The purpose of these conversations 

is to have people get to know Marilyn and for her to inquire of us how the Presbytery can best serve our 

congregations.  Community Presbyterian Church of Redlands is also invited to join us for this special event. 

  

¶ Approved the recommendation from the Worship & Congregational Life Committee to move the start time for 

Sunday morning worship to 10:00 a.m. on April 17, 2016 to support the “Holy Conversations” with Transitional 

Executive Presbyter Marilyn Gann that will take place later that morning. 
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Experience the powerful true story of Moses and witness some of history’s most amazing moments.   

The splendor and intrigue of ancient Egypt propel this moving musical about a man truly in God’s hands. 

 

OPENING : Saturday, April 2, 2016 at 7:30pm  

PERFORMANCES : Every Weekend April 3 - May 1, 2016.   

Special Weekday  performance on Thursday, April 28  at 7:30pm.  The performance on Friday, 

April 15, 2016 at 7:30pm will also feature deaf interpretation.   

Performances: Friday ð 7:30pm; Saturday ð 2:15pm and 7:30pm; Sunday ð 2:15pm.  

LifeHouse Theater 

Making a Dramatic Difference 

1135 N. Church Street, Redlands, CA  92374 

(909) 335-3037 

lifehousetheater.com 
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On Sunday, April 10, we’ll 

have our first Choir Brunch 

of the year with a Blue 

Grass and Early American 

musical theme coordinated 

by Zach  Neufeld. 

Please plan on being a part 

of that time of fun, fellowship and great music.   We 

hope you’ll dig deep into your pockets and be 

generous.  All proceeds help underwrite the choir. 

 

Looking way ahead to May 15, the 

Coffee Fellowship time will be “all 

chocolate”, and again, we’re 

asking everyone to bring a sample 

of their favorite chocolate 

goodie! These days, you never 

know what treats are in store for 

you during our Fellowship Time.       

/ƛƴŎƻ 5Ŝ aŀȅƻ  
Build your own Taco Salad 

Luncheon 
Thursday, May 5, 2016 

12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

John Knox Hall 

Donation $8.00 

 

Come and hear PW 

tŀǊŀŘŜ ƻŦ aƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ 

 
Pack a  

Gift of the Heart Hygiene Kit 

For the Presbyterian Disaster 

Program 

 

RSVP to Karen Dwight  

(909) 794-2386  by May 1, 2016 

Birthday Offering will be received and 
dedicated. 

A Prayer for Belgium & the World 

God of grace and peace, 

we pray for the city of Brussels 

and the people of Belgium. 

Help and heal the wounded, 

receive the dying into your embrace, 

and comfort those who mourn. 

Strengthen rescue and relief workers 

who protect and provide for others  

in the midst of crisis and chaos.  

Give leaders the wisdom and determination 

to understand the causes of hatred 

and prevent it from gaining force. 

Put an end to all violence and war, 

and restrain the impulse 

to use injustice to seek justice.  

Continue to pour out your mercy 

upon the victims of violence in Bangladesh; 

Istanbul, Turkey; Peshawar, Pakistan; 

and all the places we forget or ignore.  

Surround us all with your grace 

and bring peace to our weary world. 

This we pray in Jesus’ name. 

Announcements from the Worship Committee 
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Presbyterian Women in the Synod of Southern California and Hawaii 

SUMMER CONFERENCE 

 

 
Lenses and Mirrors 

 

July 15-17, 2016 

Chapman University, Orange, CA 

Speakers: 

The Reverend Judy Siker 

Author of 2016-2017 Horizons Bible Study 

 

The Reverend Eugenia Gamble 

Author, Retreat Leader, Spiritual Director 

 

$235 – 2 nights lodging and 6 meals 

$130 – full time commuter, 4 meals; $65 – 1-day, 2 meals 

 

Workshops * Forums * Mercado 

Registration Forms Available in April from PWP Moderators 

 
Spring 2016  

Presbytery  

Holy Conversations Tour 

At First Presbyterian, with Community Presbyterian, Redlands 

April 17 11:30 a.m. 

 

Led by  

Transitional Executive Presbyter  

Marilyn Gamm 

Help shape the Presbytery  

we are becoming! 

I am about to do a new thing; now it 
springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will 
make a way in the wilderness and rivers 

in the desert. - Isaiah 43:19 
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100 Cajon Street 

PO BOX 2009 

Redlands, CA  92373 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

Firs t  Presbyter ian  
Church of  Redlands  

The mission of the First Presbyterian Church 

of Redlands is to grow spiritually with the 

community by sharing the love of Jesus 

Christ with all who seek to know God through 

worship, prayer, fellowship, and evangelism. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
OF REDLANDS  

Phone: 909 793-2839 

E-mail: fpcredlands@verizon.net 

 

Visit us on the web at: 

fpcredlands.org  

 

 

Save Postage + 

Save Paper = 

Save $$ 

 
If you receive your  

Messenger by email, the 

photos appear in color 

and are much clearer.  

  

If you would like to have  

yours emailed, just call 

the office.  (909) 793-

2839.  You can still  

receive a paper copy in 

the mail too if you like 

both. 

  

An Inclusive Community of Faith, Hope and Love 

http://1stpresbyterianchurchofredlands.weebly.com/

