
 

First  Presbyterian Church of  Redlands  

Did you notice the beauty of 

Spring unfolding this past month? The 

colorful hillsides blanketed with 

wildflowers, the vibrant blossoms 

ranging from whites to pinks to deep 

purples and trees budding newly minted 

leaves? With the soaking rains of the 

winter the landscape around us is 

birthing new life. 

 Did you notice anything within 

you budding or blossoming to life in a 

new and colorful way, as we walked with 

the Beatitudes this past month? Have 

the roots of your faith been able to sink 

a bit deeper into the rich soil of Jesus’ 

teachings? I know I have seen and 

heard signs of new life in you and I trust 

we can see this in each other, as well! 

We still have a few more Beatitudes to 

explore, but the anticipation of what is 

to come is building, as the season of 

Lent moves us ever closer to the empty 

tomb! We know that 

palm branches will 

soon be waving, but 

then heavy laden storm 

clouds will roll in. If we 

are honest with 

ourselves, it would be 

much easier to skip 

merrily from the waving 

palm branches directly 

to the simple beauty of 

Easter lilies.  

Well, I confess I did this 

one Lent. Holy Week was the only week 

that was available for my sons and I to 

get our annual ski week in. So, off to 

Mammoth we went right after service on 

Palm Sunday. I had every intention of 

looking up a Maundy Thursday service, 

but tired muscles after four days straight 

of snow skiing left me glued to the couch. 

I knew I had to have enough energy to 

keep up with my sons for another day and 

half before we headed home just in time 

for Easter morning! 

I remember that Easter vividly, as 

it didn’t seem nearly as joyous. It actually 

was more like noise than joy. I had gone 

from the joyous parade of Jesus’ entry 

into Jerusalem immediately to the joy of 

the empty tomb. Jesus was alive when I 

left for Mammoth and well, he was alive 

when I returned. In remembering this 

particular Easter from my past, I hear 

(Continued on page 3) 
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the Session are: 
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Jerri Rodewald 

Ann Platz 

Dick Jones 

Al Polchow 

Shirley Harry 



 

The April Book Club meeting is being substituted by a Footlighters’ production of Neil 

Simon’s, Proposals. Performances are scheduled for Saturday, April 1st , 8 p.m. & 

Sunday, April 2nd,  2 p.m. at Footlighters Theater on Brookside Ave.    

Go to  http://redlandsfootlighters.org/   for more information. 

 

The book selected for discussion in May is A Man Called Ove, by 

Fredrick Bakman. How does one pronounce “Ove”?  

 

 http://forvo.com/word/ove/#sv to hear it pronounced in Swedish. A 
somewhat close approximation in English is ooh-ve. ve as in 
"vegetarian" and ooh like the standalone expression of dismay, not 
the oo sound of "glue". 
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FPC-Redlands Monthly Book Club 

 

April 2  Sunday   

9:30 a.m. English Worship Service 

5:00 p.m. Indonesian Worship Svc. 

 

April 5  Wednesday 

6:00 p.m. Lenten Supper & Study 

 

April 6  Thursday 
7:00 a.m. Sunrise 

10:30 a.m. Deacons Meeting 

7:00 p.m. FPC Book Club 

 

April 7  Friday 

10:00 a.m. Knitting Companions 
 

April 9  Sunday  Palm Sunday 

9:30 a.m. English Worship Service 

 5:00 p.m. Indonesian Worship Svc. 

 5:30 p.m. Youth  Study/Activities 
 

April 11 Tuesday 
1:00 p.m. Worship & Congregational  

   Life 

5:15 p.m. Property & Finance 

    

April 13 Maundy Thursday 

7:00 a.m. Sunrise 
7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday  

                Worship Service & Communion 

 

April 14 Good Friday 
7:00 p.m. Indonesian Language  

      Worship Service & Communion 

7:30 p.m. Ecumenical Service at  

  Trinity Episcopal Church 

      (Pastor Cheryl is participating) 

 

April 16 Easter Sunday 
10:00 a.m. All-Church Worship  

   Service 

11:00 a.m. Easter Brunch 
 

April 17 Monday 

6:30 p.m. Session Meeting 

 

April 18 Tuesday 
9:30 a.m. Christian Education 

 

April 19 Wednesday 
1:30 p.m. Wenonah Circle 

  (in classroom 1) 
 

April 21 Friday 

11:00 a.m. Coffee Shop Circle 

   

April 23 Sunday 
9:30 a.m. English Worship Service 

 5:00 p.m. Indonesian Worship Svc. 

 5:30 p.m. Youth  Study/Activities 
                

April 24 Monday 

12:00 p.m. Bridge Club 

 
April 30 Sunday  

9:30 a.m. English Worship Service 

 5:00 p.m. Indonesian Worship Svc. 

 5:30 p.m. Youth  Study/Activities 

April 2017 

http://forvo.com/word/ove/#sv
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anew the wisdom of Edwin Markham, for he said, 

“Sorrows come to stretch out spaces in the heart for 

joy.” I missed the sorrows of Holy Week that year and 

spaces in my heart were not stretched out to receive 

the joy of Easter.  

 And so, I challenge all of us to face the reality 

of betrayal, denial and death, the sorrows of Holy 

Week this year. See if you can stay awake as Jesus 

prays in Gethsemane. Feel the anguish of Peter as he 

realizes his denial. Dare to walk alongside Jesus as he 

walks towards Golgotha. Sit at the foot of the cross 

and wait with the women until Jesus breathes his last 

breath. Sit in the silence of Saturday huddled behind 

locked doors wondering what really will come of all of 

this. These sorrows come to stretch out spaces in our 

hearts for the miraculous joy of the empty tomb on 

Easter morn. 

 “Christ is alive,” we will proclaim. But, will we 

claim that Christ is alive in us here and now?  Will our 

experience of the Beatitudes throughout Lent stretch 

out spaces in our heart not only for joy, but for new 

and vibrant growth within us and among us? Easter is 

a coming and I pray that all of us will be ready to 

bloom vibrantly in new ways! 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Cheryl 

 

Presbyterian 
Women  

Summer 
Conference at 

Chapman 
University 

Save the Dates 
July 7-9, 2017 

 

 

The Presbyterian Women’s Summer 

Conference is a great way to make new friends across 

our presbytery boundaries and enjoy wonderful 

teaching, and plenty of fellowship and fun! The theme 

this year is “Guided by the Spirit, Fixing our Eyes on 

Jesus.” The details for registration will be forth coming, 

but it is now time to save the dates on your calendar!  

There is also a Leadership Grant Application available 

in the office! I’m sure Jerri Rodewald can tell you more 

about that! If you have never been to a Summer 

Conference, ask Pastor Cheryl about it! She has been 

the main speaker, as well as a workshop leader at 

past conferences. Presbyterian Women is great 

organization, just ask Wenonah or Coffee Shop Circle 

attenders! 

(Continued from page 1) 

April 2, 2017   5th Sunday in Lent  

“Blessed are the merciful…” 

First Reading    Lamentations 3:21-25 

Second Reading   Matthew 5:7 

Sermon Title    Grace that Acts 

  

April 9, 2017   Palm Sunday  

“Blessed are the peacemakers…” 

First Reading   Isaiah 32:16-20 

Second Reading   Matthew 5:9 

Sermon Title   Shalom 

  

April 13, 2017  Maundy Thursday 

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for 

righteousness sake…” 

First Reading  Isaiah 53:1-7  

Second Reading  Matthew 5:10-12  

Sermon Title  Admirer or Follower? 

 April 16, 2017  Easter Sunday 

“Blessed are the pure in heart…” 

First Reading   Ezekiel 11:19-20 

Second Reading  Matthew 5:8 

Sermon Title   State of the Heart? 

  

April 23, 2017  2nd Sunday of Easter  

First Reading   Psalm 16:1-11 

Second Reading  John 20:19-31 

Sermon Title    Locked in Fear? 

  

April 30, 2017  3rd Sunday of Easter 

First Reading   Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 

Second Reading  Luke 24:13-35 

Sermon Title    Seven Mile Journey 
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The Season of Lent Continues 

Opportunities Abound! 

Christian Education and Congregational Life 

 

As we move through Lent this month, Sunrise and 

Lenten Suppers continue! 

Sunrise will take place at 7:00 a.m. on Thursdays, 

April 6th and April 13th. Sunrise participants gather in the 

narthex of the sanctuary and participate in a spiritual 

practice called Lectio Divina, which simply translated 

means divine reading. This is a contemplative way to 

enter the biblical text. It is an opportunity to discern how 

God might be speaking into one’s life at this particular 

time. Sunrise is an opportunity to still our often racing 

minds by participating in this contemplative practice.   

Our last Lenten Supper will be held on 

Wednesday, April 5th at 6:00 p.m. We will start with dinner 

and then move into a time of study and table discussions. 

We will enjoy pizza and salad, asking for everyone to 

contribute a small donation to cover food costs.  During 

our time of study and table discussions we will explore 

these two Beatitudes: “Blessed are the merciful…”, and 

“Blessed are the peacemakers…” The first two gatherings 

have been meaningful for those in attendance. We look 

forward to seeing you on April 6th! 

 Holy Week starts on Palm 

Sunday, April 9th. Arrive early, at 

9:15 am, and head to John Knox 

Hall, so that you can participate in 

the procession of palms to the 

sanctuary! Enacting Jesus’ entry 

into Jerusalem helps us place 

ourselves in the biblical text! What would it have been like 

to be part of the throng that laid down branches or even a 

coat on that day? Would you have participated actively or 

just an onlooker? Come to be challenged by Jesus’ 

teaching, “Blessed are the peacemakers…” Worship will 

begin at 9:30 a.m. in the sanctuary. 

On Maundy Thursday, 

April 13th, we will gather in the 

sanctuary for worship 

including communion at 7:00 

p.m. We will explore, “Blessed 

are those who are 

persecuted…” The music will 

be contemplative and we will 

have music leadership arranged by Zach Neufeld. This is 

a night when we dare to stay awake and to stay with 

Christ Jesus as he faces the reality of the cross before 

him. 

(Continued on page 6) 

Easter Sunday Opportunities 

Sunrise at the Bowl at 7:00 a.m. 

All Church Worship at 10:00 a.m. 

Christian Education and Congregational Life 

 

 On the glorious day of Easter, April 16th  

the community gathers at 7:00 a.m. at the Bowl. 

Chaplain Mike Ballinger for Plymouth Village 

takes the lead in arranging this service. Pastor 

Cheryl plans to experience this community event 

and she hopes others will join her! 

As a congregation, we will gather as a 

whole church and worship together at 10:00 a.m. 

in our sanctuary. We will celebrate in the diverse 

languages of our congregation through music 

and spoken word the glory of Easter! Come and 

celebrate the marvelous diversity of God’s 

beloved children, as we explore, “Blessed are the 

pure in heart, for they will see God!” As we 

conclude our series on the Beatitudes, come to 

be surprised by an inspired work of art by our 

own Carol Appleton. The Spirit has been at work 

through her during this preaching series on the 

Beatitudes! Pastor Cheryl is hopeful that the 

Spirit has been at work in all of us! 

After church, we will gather in John Knox 

Hall for refreshments, as we celebrate the joy of 

the risen Christ together!  Christ is alive and now 

living anew in each one of us! To God be the glory 

in all we do and say in the coming days! 

The Coffee Shop Bible 

Study Group meets the 

third Friday of the month at 

11:00 a.m.  It is hosted by 

various members. Call the 

office if you need more 

information. 

 

The Wenonah Circle meets on the third 

Wednesday of the month, at 1:30 p.m.  The 

meeting will be held on campus, in classroom 1, 

this month. 
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Happy Birthday! 

April1 Harrison Hamada 

April 3 Raheel Barkat 

April 4 Lynn Jordan 

April 5 Leslie Ann Platz 

April 6 Ryan Shad 

April 8 Jonah Cochran 

April 9 Enny Sitompul 

April 11 Sue Teele 

April 12 Rika Siringo Ringo 

April 16 Nathan Anderson Smith 

April 20 Ferrin Simanungkalit 

April 22 Thesa Melvina Santoso 

April 23 Choky S. Sitompul 

April 25 Cheryl Raine 

April 25 Toga Tua Sirait 

April 26 Frankie Kembuan 

April 30 Pastor Tom Rennard 

 

Do you remember these words spoken by God 

through the prophet Isaiah, “Do not remember the 

former things, or consider the things of old?” This 

sounds as if God is saying that the past is not important, 

but that can’t be so, for the people of God recounted 

their story of freedom from Egypt over and over again.  

Remembering though is different than dwelling. 

Remembering our past helps us understand how we 

arrived at the present. Dwelling on the past prevents us 

from moving in a fresh way into the future. God was 

helping the people to turn their focus to their future. 

Through the prophet Isaiah, God continues to 

speak, saying, “I am about to do a new thing; now it 

springs forth, do you not perceive it?” This is where we 

are as a church. God is springing forth excitement, as 

our time of transition is over. Through my installation, 

we have committed to discern together what new thing 

God is about to do through us. So let’s observe and 

listen to what God is doing all around us. Where do you 

see God at work? What do you perceive this new thing is 

God would like to do through us?  

As we ready ourselves to celebrate the risen 

Christ, let’s ask God what is rising anew within and 

among us. What new thing is God calling you to do? 

What new thing is God calling this community of faith to 

do. Sit a spell with God many times over this month and 

listen for the Spirit’s stirrings within you, for God is still 

speaking, if only we will listen! “See,” God says, “I am 

about to do a new thing!” Let’s be about God’s work! 

 

Contemplative Corner 
Reflecting on God’s presence in our lives… 

What do you perceive? 

By Pastor Cheryl  



 

The First Presbyterian Church of Redlands is 

blessed with a number of clergy in our midst! First, there 

is our newly installed pastor, Rev. Cheryl Raine. Second, 

there is our Commissioned Lay Pastor, Hart Tan. In 

addition, we have two honorably retired pastors in our 

midst: Rev. Dr. Hameed Barkat and Rev. Ron Duvall. All 

are pastors, yet each has been called in a particular way 

to share their gifts for ministry at this time in our history. 

Pastor Cheryl was installed on March 25, 2017, as the 

pastor of our church. She has the responsibilities of 

spiritually and administratively leading the congregation 

and the staff. She is the lead pastor and her position is 

full-time.  

 Pastor Hart serves part-time.  He is a 

commissioned Lay Pastor and primarily charged with 

serving the Indonesian speakers of our congregation. 

While three of our pastors have Master Degrees in 

Divinity and one has a Doctoral Degree, Pastor Hart is a 

ruling elder who has completed a specific set of 

seminary courses, receiving his Certificate of Ministry 

Studies from the San Francisco Theological 

Seminary.  His Certificate along with the approval of the 

Presbytery of Riverside, made him eligible to become a 

Commissioned Lay Pastor for our congregation. Pastor 

Hart, as we know, has served the Indonesian speakers 

faithfully for many years. 

            Pastor Hameed and Pastor Ron are honorably 

retired pastors who have chosen this church as their 

worshipping community. We know that Pastor Hameed 

actively served the Urdu speakers of our congregation 

for many years.  Pastor Ron has recently retired from his 

second career as a nurse.  Both Pastor Hameed and 

Pastor Ron are collegial resources for Pastor Cheryl and 

Pastor Hart, when needs arise such as a graveside 

service recently planned by a family on the same date 

and at the same time as leadership training event.  

            With Pastor Cheryl’s installation, the Session can 

now explore a more official role for Pastor Hameed and 

Pastor Ron called Parish Associate, which will need to 

be approved by Presbytery. Parish Associates would 

serve at the request of Pastor Cheryl when needs arise 

for worship leadership, preaching, teaching, and/or 

pastoral care.  The Session will be exploring these 

options with each pastor as we move into the future.   

            If you ever have any questions about the roles of 

pastors in our midst, do not hesitate to ask!  Personnel 

Committee or Pastor Cheryl will be happy to answer your 

questions!  It is with gratitude that we share with you 

the good news of these pastoral resources among us! 

             Rich Frederick, Moderator 

The Messenger  
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Education Corner 

What’s in a Title? 

Personnel Committee  

On Good Friday, April 14th, there are two 

opportunities for worship: 
At 7:00 pm. the Indonesian speakers will 

gather in our sanctuary for a service of worship, 

including communion.  
Then at 7:30 pm. the ecumenical community 

is gathering at Trinity Episcopal Church for worship. 

The church is located at 419 S. Fourth Street in 

Redlands. Pastor Cheryl, Pastor Ron, Terry Zeidler, 

Mary Lou Jones and Ann Platz are participating in the 

service. Seven churches gathered together to plan this 

service. Communion will be included in the service. 
As our Lenten Season comes to a close with the dawn 

of Easter morn, may the Spirit of God ignite within you 

a new passion for being a conduit of God’s love for our 

world!                  

 

(Continued from page 4) REDLANDS MAYOR’S PRAYER BREAKFAST, 

which includes food, fellowship, and prayer, will be held 

Thursday, May 4th, 7:00 a.m. at the Orton Center, 

University of Redlands, 1200 East Colton Avenue, 

Redlands, CA . Continental breakfast included for 

$12.00.  
Please contact Al Polchow for more information. 

Or you can contact RAIC President, Chaplain Mike 

Ballinger at 909 793-1233, ext. 1600.  

 

 66er’s Baseball Team in San Bernardino 

is having their Faith and Family Night on May 19th 
If you are interested in a family night out at the 

“old ball game”, let our Christian Ed committee know of 

your interest. We can arrange tickets with other 

Presbyterians who share your interest. 

 

 The First Baptist Church of Redlands is 

offering their Grief Share program again, Mondays, in 

the Lounge, at 4:00 p.m. Call the church office (909) 

793-3289 for more information. 
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 Session Highlights  

February, 2017 

 By Marcia Fagan, Clerk of Session   

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held its regular scheduled Stated Session Meeting on 

Monday, February 20, 2017 and took the following actions at the meeting:  

 

 Received the Financial Report for the month ending January 31, 2017: 

 

Total Income:     $33,940.58   

                                       Total Expenditures:    $20,421.81 

   Excess Income/Expenses:   $13,518.77 

                     Balance in General Account:            $106,990.64 

 

 Approved Elder Moderators for Committees/Commission for 2017: 

Christian Education & Evangelism:  Al Polchow 

Mission Commission:  Ann Platz  

 Personnel:  Rich Frederick  

 Property & Finance:  Luann Bangsund  

 Stewardship:  Dick Jones 

 Worship & Congregational Life:  Jerri Rodewald  

   

 Corporation officers elected for 2017: 

President:  Mark Evans          Secretary:  Marcia Fagan   Treasurer:  Luann Bangsund 

 

 Elected Marcia Fagan as Clerk of Session for 2017. 

 

 Appointed Harry Muaya and Shirley Harry to the Church Officer Nominating Committee for 2017. 

 

 Approved Luann Bangsund, Al Polchow, Terry Zeidler, Jerri Rodewald, Marcia Fagan, Harry Muaya, Evie 

Sitompul, and Frankie Kembuan as Counters and Recorders for Sunday offerings, with the reminder that two 

Counters must be involved in the counting and recording at all times. 

 

 Approved Luann Bangsund, Karen Dwight, Terry Zeidler, Izar Martinez, and Marcia Fagan as Check Signatories 

for the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands’ accounts for 2017. 

 

 Approved the third Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. as the regular date and time for monthly Stated 

Session Meetings. 

 

 Approved the various activities and worship services for Lent and Easter Sunday. 

 

 Approved the Sacrament of Holy Communion for Sunday, May 7, 2017 (the first Sunday of the month) instead 

of Sunday, April 30, 2017 (the fifth Sunday in April) for both the 9:30 a.m. and the 5:00 p.m. services 



 

The Messenger  
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Installation 

With Abundant Gratitude! 

Service of Installation was held on Saturday, 
March 25, 2017 

 

 Words can hardly express the joy I felt in my 

heart on Saturday, March 25, 2017, as we worshipped 

together to officially install me as your pastor! The 

Presbytery Commission surrounded me in prayer prior to 

the start of the service and then the incredible laying of 

hands by all the ordained from all denominations 

present near the end of the service.  Power surged 

through the sanctuary and through me, as I was 

incredibly humbled by Rev. Lee Ireland’s prayer for me 

and our ministry together. 

 The music was moving bringing many to tears of 

joy with Choky Sitompul and Toga Sirait offering, 

“Amazing Grace” and my brother-in-law, Bob Cerince, 

offering, “Here, I Am Lord.” The choir’s offering, “How 

Beautiful Upon the Mountain,” and Zach Neufeld’s 

pieces blessed us all as well.  The congregational 

singing of “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty,” in three 

languages boldly declared to all present that God is the 

God of all people! And then we closed with “The 

Summons,” which called us all to turn and follow God 

and never be the same! 

 Rev. Dr. Sandy Tice delivered a powerful 

message calling us to be comfortable with making 

mistakes as we boldly experiment in ministry together 

saying, “Wow, how fascinating!” Dr. Jim Appleton 

presented me for installation and then Rev. Dr. Tina 

Blair asked me the constitutional questions and 

declared me installed, while Gayle Timilione asked all of 

you to affirm your support of my calling to serve you. 

Ruling Elder Wayne Wolfe, First Presbyterian Church of 

Garden Grove, challenged all of us not to be a “bunker” 

church, but a “beacon” church! We are to be a beacon 

for our community drawing others to the love and grace 

of our amazing God! Rev. Brian Gaeta-Symonds offered 

the pastoral charge reminding me to stay firmly rooted 

in God’s love, as I serve among you.  

As I confessed on Sunday morning, the 

experience of Saturday altered my sermon for Sunday! 

The Spirit prompted me to awake early on Sunday 

morning, so that the message on hungering and 

thirsting for righteousness, was in response to 

Saturday’s feast at God’s table.   

I know that many hands were involved in making 

Saturday possible, from sound techs to ushers to behind 

the scenes set-up crews, reception hosts and the all-

important cleanup crews! I know that I would miss 

names, so please just know that I appreciate everyone’s 

efforts that made Saturday possible.  It was an 

incredible celebration of what God has done and will do 

through us as we move into the future together! I 

received so many compliments from those who were 

visiting among us, as to the wonderful hospitality they 

received! Well done, good and faithful servants! 

Now onto the work at hand, for God is calling us into the 

future and asking us to risk what we might have never 

been done before! Let’s dream big, for the Spirit at work.  

The Rev. Dr. Sandy Tice 

The Rev. Brian Symonds & 

Pastor Cheryl 
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Moses Bakhsh & Harry Muaya Rev. Dr. Tina Blair 

 

Stephen & Sue Teele 

Lois Bohlman, Carol and Jim Appleton 

Alice Munde and  

Allison Kayange 

   Karen Dwight 

Zach Neufeld 

The Wrecking Crew 

Terry Zeidler, Gayle 

Timilione, & Jerri 

Rodewald 

Marcia Fagan, Jerri Rodewald, Ann Platz, Gayle Timilione, Harry Muaya 

Aleta West, Karen Dwight, Terry Zeidler 



 

100 Cajon Street 

PO BOX 2009 

Redlands, CA  92373 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

Firs t  Presbyter ian  
Church of  Redlands  

The mission of the First Presbyterian Church 

of Redlands is to grow spiritually with the 

community by sharing the love of Jesus 

Christ with all who seek to know God through 

worship, prayer, fellowship, and evangelism. 

F I R ST  PR ESBYTER IA N  CH U RCH  
O F  RED LAN D S  

Phone: 909 793-2839 

E-mail: fpcredlands@gmail.com 

 

Visit us on the web at: 

fpcredlands.org  

 

 

Save Postage + 

Save Paper = 

Save $$ 

 
If you receive your  

Messenger by email, the 

photos appear in color 

and are much clearer.  

  

If you would like to have  

yours emailed, just call 

the office.  (909) 793-

2839.  You can still  

receive a paper copy in 

the mail too if you like 

both. 

  

An Inclusive Community of Faith, Hope and Love 

 

http://1stpresbyterianchurchofredlands.weebly.com/

