
 

First  Presbyterian Church of  Redlands  

 Most of us probably know this 

quote from the King James Version (KJV) 

of the Bible, “Where there is no vision, 

the people perish.” You may not know 

that is a proverb, which is defined as a 

short pithy saying. The New Revised 

Standard Version translates the original 

Hebrew this way, “Where there is no 

prophecy, the people cast off restraint.” 

One last option that I’ll share with you is 

from The Message by Eugene Peterson, 

“If people can’t see what God is doing, 

they stumble all over themselves.” 

 I have shared with you that 

reading multiple translations, often 

breaks open God’s word to us in new 

ways. A familiar well-worn passage all of 

a sudden has new life, like this passage 

from Proverbs 29:18. I appreciate 

Peterson’s translation because it 

demonstrates that God is already at 

work, long before we are. God always 

goes before us. We simply need to be 

attentive to what God is already doing. 

 As we seek a future vision for 

our church, I challenge you to start 

noticing what God is already doing. 

Where do you see God already at work 

among us?  Is it in our diversity? Is it in 

our collective gifts and talents?  Is it in 

the spaces gifted to us by those who 

have gone before us yet to be developed 

that could bless our church and 

community? Where do you see God at 

work beyond our walls?  What are the 

community’s concerns that need to be 

met?   

 

 In April I 

attended my first 

City Council 

meeting and heard members of our 

community speak in support of Veteran 

Housing and adopting a Charter of 

Compassion for the city.  Many of those 

who spoke were people of faith who felt 

they were being attentive to what God 

was already doing and offering their 

efforts! How might God be calling us as a 

church to respond to what breaks the 

heart of God in Redlands? How might God 

be calling us as a church to respond to 

what brings God joy in Redlands? “If 

people can’t see what God is doing, they 

stumble all over themselves!” 

 I’m certain that we don’t want to 

stumble all over ourselves. So, get out 

into the community and ask questions. 

I’m scheduling a time to meet with Mayor 

Paul Foster in May. I have already 

connected Council Member Jon Harrison 

with Jamboree Housing, a non-profit 

organization that builds and manages 

supportive housing projects which 

address moving individuals off the street 

and into housing. Talk to those you see 

who are already responding to what 

breaks God’s heart.  Talk to those you 

see who are already bringing God joy.  

How might we be partners?  How might 

we join the chorus of those already at 

work with what God is doing given who we 

are? Or how might we offer something 

unique to this community given the gifts 

we have been given by God? 
(Continued on page 4) 
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SESSION MEMBERS 

Current members of  

the Session are: 

Moses Bakhsh 

Mark Evans 

Sue Teele 

Marcia Fagan—  

Clerk of Session 

Harry Muaya 

Richard Frederick 

Luann Bangsund 

Jerri Rodewald 

Ann Platz 

Dick Jones 

Al Polchow 

Shirley Harry 



 

On Thursday, May 4th, The FPC Book Club will discuss A Man Called 

Ove, by Fredrick Bakman.  Pastor Cheryl will be hosting the gathering 

in her new home on Revelation Way, and Luann Bangsund will lead 

the discussion. 

 

At the June meeting, slated for the first, the group is 

tackling Sara Miles’  controversial book, Take this 

Bread: A Radical Conversion.  Her autobiographical  

tale of a journey from atheism to liberal Christianity will have you 

pondering  it for some time after you put it down. The reviews on 

Goodreads.com were all over the place which generally means, you 

won’t be bored by this book. 

 

Chris Kane will host the meeting . A discussion leader hasn’t been 

named. 

 

"Faith, for me, isn't an argument, a catechism, a philosophical “proof.” It is instead a 

lens, a way of experiencing life, and a willingness to act."  

             — Sara Miles (Take This Bread: A Radical Conversion)  
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FPC-Redlands Monthly Book Club 

 

May  4  Wednesday  
10:00 a.m. Deacons 

7:00 p.m. Book Club 
 

May 5  Friday 
10:00 a.m. Knitting Companions 

 

May 7  Sunday   
9:30 a.m. English Worship Service 

 5:00 p.m. Indonesian Worship Svc. 

 5:30 p.m. Youth  Study/Activities 
 

May 8  Monday 
5:00 p.m. Worship Committee 

 

May 9  Tuesday 
5:15 p.m. Property & Finance 

 

May 10  Wednesday 
12:00 p.m. Presbyterian Women  

           Luncheon 

 

May 14  Sunday—Mother’s Day 
9:30 a.m. English Worship Service 

 5:00 p.m. Indonesian Worship Svc. 

 5:30 p.m. Youth  Study/Activities 

 

  
May 15  Monday 

6:30 p.m. Session Meeting 

 

May 16  Tuesday 

9:30 a.m. Christian Education 

 

May 17  Wednesday 
1:30 p.m. Wenonah Circle 

   

May 21  Sunday 
9:30 a.m. English Worship Service 

 5:00 p.m. Indonesian Worship Svc. 

 5:30 p.m. Youth  Study/Activities 

 

 May 22 Monday 

12:00 p.m. Bridge Club 
  

May 28  Sunday 
9:30 a.m. English Worship Service 

 5:00 p.m. Indonesian Worship Svc. 

 5:30 p.m. Youth  Study/Activities   

May 2017 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/quotes/5784334.Sara_Miles
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/8176509-take-this-bread
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Presbyterian Women in the Synod of Southern California and Hawaii  

SUMMER CONFERENCE   

Fixing Our Eyes on Jesus 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 
July 7-9, 2017  

Chapman University, Orange, CA  
 

Speakers:  

MELISSA BANE SEVIER  
Author of 2017-2018 Horizons Bible Study 

 

CAROL WINKLER  
Church wide Presbyterian Women Moderator  

  
$235 – 2 nights lodging and 6 meals  

$130 – full time commuter, 4 meals; $65 – 1-day, 2 meals  
 

Workshops * Forums * Mercado 
 

Registration Forms Available in Church Office or  
Karen Dwight - Conference Registrar 909-794-2386   

         

  
  

Educate a Child  - Save the World 

Presbyterian Women Luncheon 

Wednesday, May 10, 2017 12:00 p.m.—2:00 p.m. in John Knox Hall 

Hands on Mission: School Kits for Church World Service 

Bring a new or slightly used children’s book. 

$8.00 donation 

Program: Redlands High School Chamber Singers 

2017 Birthday Offering of Presbyterian Women to be received and dedicated. 

Please R.S.V.P. by May 3, 2017 to Karen Dwight (909) 794-2386 

Interested in becoming a 

Member of First Presbyterian 

Church of Redlands? 

 
If you have considered joining 

the Church, and would like to 

know more about membership, 

please contact Pastor Cheryl or 

call the office.  We can schedule 

New Member classes to 

accommodate your schedule. 

SAVE THE 

DATES!  

Can You Hear Me? Can Your 

Hear Me Now? 

 

We don’t always get much 

feedback from the folks who are 

receiving the newsletter and we 

often don’t learn of a new 

mailing address unless the post 

office returns our mail. Please 

let us know if you change your 

email address or your physical 

address. And, if you know of 

someone who would like to be 

on our email or  paper mailing 

list, please let us know. 
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Let There be (energy efficient) Light 

 

Our Session has approved the replacement of the lighting 

in the sanctuary with LED bulbs.  This project, which is 

expected to reduce energy costs, will be paid for out of 

the funds received in memory of Dick Leonard.  Dick 

Leonard generously paid for the first stage of the project 

so it is with gratitude to Dick that we finish this project.  

The project is expected to be completed in early May.   

 

The Deacons want to wish all of you a 

blessed Easter - we hope it was filled 

with love and inspiration. 

We'd like to report that your generous 

contributions of canned proteins in 

March resulted in 39 lbs. of 

donations to the Redlands Family 

Service. As was requested, April's 

theme was canned and/or fresh fruit 

and vegetables.  

To give you a heads up for May, the requested focus is 

travel-sized toiletries and laundry supplies. The Deacon 

basket in the Narthex is always happy to be full, and the 

offering bowl is delighted to receive any filled Deacon 

Fund envelopes. 

Please be looking out for more information on how to sign 

up and become an auxiliary member to assist your 

Deacon Board.  

We are always so grateful for the Congregation's 

continued generosity and support!! 

With love in Christ - your Deacons 

 

Summer Conference at Chapman University 

Save the Dates July 7-9, 2017 
 

The Presbyterian Women’s Summer Conference is 

a great way to make new friends across our presbytery 

boundaries and enjoy wonderful teaching, and plenty of 

fellowship and fun! The theme this year is “Guided by the 

Spirit, Fixing our Eyes on Jesus.” The author of the 2017-

2018 Horizons Bible Study will be the main presenter. 

Carol Winkler, Churchwide Presbyterian Women 

Moderator, and Reverend Eugenia Gamble, Author, 

retreat Leader and Spiritual Director, will also be 

presenters. There will be plenty of workshops as well as 

forums to captivate your interest. The Mercado or Market 

Place will be open for shopping! When Presbyterian 

Women gather there is also plenty of laughter and joy!  

Registration forms are in the church office. You 

can attend the whole conference or be a commuter 

(Continued on page 6) 

 Let us cast off constraints; the kind that 

shrink our imaginations. Let’s cast off our doubts 

and worries, trusting that if we don’t make 

mistakes we are not risking enough for God. Let’s 

trust that God can do far more through us than 

we can ask or imagine, especially as we respond 

to what God is already doing! 

 

Willing to cast off restraints, 

Pastor Cheryl   

(Continued from page 1) 

The Coffee Shop Bible 

Study Group meets the 

third Friday of the month at 

11:00 a.m.  It is hosted by 

various members. Call the 

office if you need more 

information. There will be 

no meeting in May. 

 

The Wenonah Circle meets on the third 

Wednesday of the month, at 1:30 p.m.  The office 

can provide more information. 

May 7, 2017  

English Worship Time 9:30 a.m. 

Indonesian Worship Time 5:30 p.m. 

Bike Classic Weekend 

 

First Reading  Psalm 23 

Second Reading John 10:1-11   

   

May 14, 2017  

    

First Reading  Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 

Second Reading John 14:1-14   

   

May 21, 2017  

  

First Reading  Psalm 66:8-20 

Second Reading John 14:15-21  

   

 

May 28, 2017  Art Festival Weekend  

 

First Reading  Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 

Second Reading John 17:1-11  
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Happy Birthday! 

May 3 Christine Lee Smith 

May 4 Harrold Douwel Sompotan 

May 5 Agnes Samuel 

May 5 Fredy Sugito 

May 6 Azwar Jacob 

May 6 Chuck Rajagukguk 

May 8 Sharoon Suhail 

May 10 Zach Neufeld 

May 13 Karen Buel 

May 14 Suneel Jacob 

May 15 Barbara Cogorno 

May 15 Chris Foster 

May 24 Jack Brennan 

May 25 Jane Dana 

May 26 Al Polchow 

May 29 Alice Daniels 

May 30 Sara Alfred 

May 31 Jeri Bray Chao 

 
 

 The disciples on the Road to Emmaus said to 

one another after Jesus broke bread and they 

recognized him, “Were not our hearts burning within us 

while he was talking to us on the road, while he was 

opening the scriptures to us.” Eugene Peterson 

translates this passage like this, “Didn’t we feel on 

fire…” During the time between Christ’s resurrection on 

the first day of the week and the day of Pentecost fifty 

days later, Jesus appeared again and again to his 

disciples. The Road to Emmaus is one such story.  I 

challenge you to read this story from Luke 24:13-32 

over and over again this month, as we wait for 

Pentecost to be celebrated on June 4th. Spend some 

time imagining what it must have been like to 

experience Christ’s death. Would you have just returned 

to life, as it was before you met Christ? What would it  

 

have been like to experience the risen Christ? These two 

tired disciples described the experience as a fire within 

them.  

In reflecting on your own faith, what ignites the 

fire of faith within you? Does that happen when you 

explore God’s word together with others? Does the 

beauty of God’s natural world ignite your resolve to live 

faithfully with all of God’s creatures, big and small? 

What about serving those who cannot serve 

themselves?  Eugene Peterson reminds us, saying, "No 

life of faith can be lived privately, there must be overflow 

into the lives of others." Our faith is not the worship of 

ashes, but the preservation of fire. What fuels the fires 

of your faith? 

 

Contemplative Corner 
Reflecting on God’s presence in our lives… 

By Pastor Cheryl 



 

The Redlands Symphony Summer Academy returns 
July 17-28, and they are making it even better than 
the first one held last year! Call the Symphony office 
at 909.587.5565 to join their waiting list and stay up-
to-date on important information. You can register 
online with the Redlands Symphony by going to the 
following web address: https://
www.redlandssymphony.com/summer-music-
academy 

 
The Academy provides musical training to students 

aged 8 to 14 of all skill levels, from beginner to virtuoso. 

Students at the Summer Music Academy are grouped by 

their level of musical experience and given instruction 

tailored specifically to them. On the last day, family and 

friends get to see what they’ve learned at a special 

grand finale concert. 

 

 
This year the Academy will be held at First Presbyterian 

Church of Redlands .  During the two weeks – Monday 

through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. - the Christian 

Education Building will be used to provide the space 

needed for the classes.  There is a lot of work to be 

done before mid-July to prepare the rooms, so watch for 

the announcement of work days to get the job done.  

Our session has approved the use of up to $10,000 of 

the $12,000 building improvement funds budgeted for 

this year to make the needed renovations.  It is 

expected that carpet and window coverings will be 

replaced and walls painted.   

 
Let the church office know if you would like to be part of 

the crew that will help us make our classrooms ready to 

bless our community! 

The Messenger  Page 6 

attending either Friday or Saturday. I am sure carpools 

can be formed for those wanting to attend just one 

day! 

If you have never been to Summer Conference 

before, ask Pastor Cheryl about it! She has been the 

main speaker, as well as a workshop leader at past 

conferences. Presbyterian Women is great 

organization, just ask Wenonah or Coffee Shop Circle 

attenders! 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS! 

 
 The San Francisco Theological Seminary’s 

students, alumni, faculty, and staff are grateful for the  

Church’s gift of $225, which was received on April 7, 

2017.  The gift supports excellence in theological 

education, fosters innovation in ministry, and enlivens 

the entire SFTS community. 

 

(Continued from page 4) REDLANDS MAYOR’S PRAYER BREAKFAST, 

which includes food, fellowship, and prayer, will be held 

Thursday, May 4th, 7:00 a.m. at the Orton Center, 

University of Redlands, 1200 East Colton Avenue, 

Redlands, CA . Continental breakfast included for 

$12.00.  
Please contact Al Polchow for more information. 

Or you can contact RAIC President, Chaplain Mike 

Ballinger at 909 793-1233, ext. 1600.  

 

 66er’s Baseball Team in San Bernardino 

is having their Faith and Family Night on May 19th 
If you are interested in a family night out at the 

“old ball game”, let our Christian Ed committee know of 

your interest. We can arrange tickets with other 

Presbyterians who share your interest. 

 

 The First Baptist Church of Redlands is 

offering their Grief Share program again, Mondays, in 

the Lounge, at 4:00 p.m. Call the church office (909) 

793-3289 for more information. The church is located 

at 51 West Olive Avenue, in Redlands.  

The program is open to anyone who  has 

suffered the loss of a loved one. 

 

   T H E  R E D L A N D S  S Y M P H O N Y  2 017  S U M M E R  M U S I C  A C A D E M Y  

I S  C O M I N G  T O  

 T H E  F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  O F  R E D L A N D S   

  

https://www.redlandssymphony.com/summer-music-academy
https://www.redlandssymphony.com/summer-music-academy
https://www.redlandssymphony.com/summer-music-academy
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 Session Highlights  

March & April 2017 

 By Marcia Fagan, Clerk of Session   

 
The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held its regular scheduled Stated Session Meeting on 

Monday, March 20, 2017 and took the following actions at the meeting:  

 

 Received the Financial Report for the month ending February 28, 2017. 

 

 Approved the revised Facilities Rental Policies and Procedures, as well as the Rental Fees for 2017. 

 

 Approved the Memorial Fund Policy and Procedures. 

 
 Received the Financial Review (Audit) for 2016.  Expressed gratitude to Harry Muaya and Izar Martinez for 

conducting the review. 

 

 Approved a recognition celebration of the 130th anniversary of FPCR on October 29, 2017.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held its regular scheduled Stated Session Meeting on 

Monday evening, April 17, 2017 and took the following actions at the meeting:  

 

 Received the Financial Report for the month ending March 31, 2017: 

Total Income:    $23,115.83             

                                       Total Expenditures:   $24,805.00 

   Excess Income/Expenses:   ($1,689.17) 

                  Balance in General Account:  $49,138.72 

  
 Approved the recommendation from the Property & Finance Committee to use the funds received in memory 

of Dick Leonard to fund the replacement of the Sanctuary pendant lights with LEDs, at an estimated total cost 

of $1,120. 

 
 Approved the recommendation from the Property & Finance Committee for the Redlands Symphony 

Association to use the FPCR facilities (classrooms in John Knox Hall) for their Music Academy, to be held from 

July 18th through July 28th. 

 
 Approved the recommendation from the Property & Finance Committee to use up to $10,000 of the $12,000 

property maintenance budget to replace the carpet and window coverings in the rooms of John Knox Hall 

(Classroom 1, 2/3, 4/5, Chapel, and the Youth Room).   
 



 

The Messenger  

  

Page 8 

 

The Rev. Dr. Sandy Tice 

The Rev. Brian Symonds & 

Pastor Cheryl 

Halleluiah!  

Christ is Risen. 
The Easter Worship 

Service  included  readings 
in Indonesian, Urdu, 

Spanish, and English as we 
celebrated the joy of the 

Resurrection. 
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   Karen Dwight 

Zach Neufeld 

Terry Zeidler, Gayle 

Timilione, & Jerri 

Rodewald 



 

100 Cajon Street 

PO BOX 2009 

Redlands, CA  92373 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

Firs t  Presbyter ian  
Church of  Redlands  

The mission of the First Presbyterian Church 

of Redlands is to grow spiritually with the 

community by sharing the love of Jesus 

Christ with all who seek to know God through 

worship, prayer, fellowship, and evangelism. 

F I R ST  PR ESBYTER IA N  CH U RCH  
O F  RED LAN D S  

Phone: 909 793-2839 

E-mail: fpcredlands@gmail.com 

 

Visit us on the web at: 

fpcredlands.org  

 

 

Save Postage + 

Save Paper = 

Save $$ 

 
If you receive your  

Messenger by email, the 

photos appear in color 

and are much clearer.  

  

If you would like to have  

yours emailed, just call 

the office.  (909) 793-

2839.  You can still  

receive a paper copy in 

the mail too if you like 

both. 

  

An Inclusive Community of Faith, Hope and Love 

 

http://1stpresbyterianchurchofredlands.weebly.com/

