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 I notice wind way more often 
here in Redlands than I did in Cerritos. 
It may be because my neighbors have 
towering trees that dance and sing 
when the wind blows. It could also be 
that there is just more wind here in the 
Inland Empire.  

Often in the morning I hear the 
wind rustling the leaves of the trees in 
my neighbors’ yards. Yet, the wind 
through the trees has been so loud on 
occasion that my dogs seem a bit 
disoriented. They stand perplexed 
with their heads tilted trying to figure 
out this new sound. A strong gust of 
wind actually blew down a portion of 
our backyard fence before we moved 
in! Wind can be a gentle breeze or a 
force to be reckoned with! 

 “Without warning, there was a 
sound like a strong wind, gale force – 
no one could tell where it came from,” 
writes Eugene Peterson of the 
Pentecost event recorded in the Acts 
of the Apostles. He continues, “Then, 
like a wildfire, the Holy Spirit spread 
through their ranks.”  

Like a gale force wind and a 
rapidly advancing wildfire the Spirit 
spread through the gathered disciples, 
enabling them to speak in languages 
other than their own. To their surprise, 
they were able to communicate with 
devout Jews who had gathered from 
all over Israel to celebrate the Feast of 
Weeks, which commemorated the 
giving of the Law to Moses.  

Ten days earlier, Jesus had 
instructed the disciples to stay in 
Jerusalem until the power from high 
was poured out. This was the day they 
had been waiting for and Peter, by the 

power of the 
Spirit, spoke out 
with bold 
urgency. On that 
very day, three 
thousand people were baptized and the 
church was birthed. 

What do we expect to happen 
on Pentecost as we gather as a whole 
church to worship in English, 
Indonesian, and Urdu? Will the Spirit 
blow through us like a gale force wind, 
or will the Spirit be more like a gentle 
breeze?  Will the Spirit ignite a fire deep 
within us, or dance among us like a 
lone candle? How do you understand 
the Spirit? 

Jürgen Moltmann writes, “The 
Spirit is the experienced presence of 
God.” When God is most palpably 
present in your life, this is the Spirit at 
work within you according to Moltmann. 
Apostle Paul, in his second letter to the 
church at Corinth, reminds the church 
that, “Where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is freedom.” This is challenging 
for us Presbyterian types who prefer to 
do everything decently and in order!  
Yet, freedom suggests that the Spirit 
cannot be corralled, or fenced, or 
contained. The Spirit, like the wind the 
animates the trees, will blow through 
our lives and the life of this church as it 
wills. 

Let’s pray that the Spirit will 
spread through our ranks and free us to 
speak, act, and serve with bold urgency 
our loving God.  

 

With anticipation, 
Pastor Cheryl   
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SESSION MEMBERS 

Current members of  

the Session are: 

Moses Bakhsh 

Mark Evans 

Sue Teele 

Marcia Fagan—  

Clerk of Session 

Harry Muaya 

Richard Frederick 

Luann Bangsund 

Jerri Rodewald 

Ann Platz 

Dick Jones 

Al Polchow 

Shirley Harry 



 

On Thursday, June 1st, The FPC Book Club will discuss Sara Miles’  

controversial book, Take this Bread: A Radical Conversion.  

Chris Kane will host the meeting . A discussion leader hasn’t been 

named. 

 

In July, Dick and Mary Lou Jones will host the 

meeting and they will lead the discussion of 

Mutant Message Down Under by Marlo Morgan. 

 

“Mutant Message Down Under is the fictional account of an 

American woman's spiritual odyssey through outback Australia. An 

underground bestseller in its original self-published edition, Marlo 

Morgan's powerful tale of challenge and endurance has a message 

for us all.” 

-Goodreads.com 
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FPC-Redlands Monthly Book Club 

 

June 1  Thursday 

7:00 a.m. Sunrise  
10:00 a.m. Deacons 

7:00 p.m. Book Club 
 

June 2  Friday 

10:00 a.m. Knitting Companions 

 

June 3  Saturday 
8:00 a.m. Stop Hunger Walk  

 

June 4  Sunday   
10:00 a.m. All church Worship Svc. 

11:00 a.m. Hot Diggity Dog Lunch 

 

June 8  Thursday 
7:00 a.m. Sunrise 

9:30 a.m. Christian Education 

 

June 11 Sunday 
9:30 a.m. English Worship Service 

 5:00 p.m. Indonesian Worship Svc. 

 5:30 p.m. Youth  Study/Activities 
  

June 12 Monday 
5:00 p.m. Worship Committee 

 

June 13 Tuesday 
5:15 p.m. Property & Finance 

 

June 15 Thursday 

7:00 a.m. Sunrise  

 June 16 Friday 

11:00 a.m. Coffee shop Circle 

 

June 18 Sunday 
9:30 a.m. English Worship Service 

 5:00 p.m. Indonesian Worship Svc. 

 5:30 p.m. Youth  Study/Activities 
  
June 19 Monday 

6:30 p.m. Session Meeting 

 

June 21 Wednesday 
1:30 p.m. Wenonah Circle 

 
June 22 Thursday 

7:00 a.m. Sunrise  

 
June 24 Saturday 

10:00 a.m. New Member Class 
   

June 25 Sunday 
9:30 a.m. English Worship Service 

5:00 p.m. Indonesian Worship Svc. 

 5:30 p.m. Youth  Study/Activities 

 

 June 27 Tuesday 
12:00 p.m. Bridge Club 

 

June 29  Thursday 
7:00 a.m. Sunrise  

 

June 2017 
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Presbyterian Women in the Synod of Southern California and Hawaii  

SUMMER CONFERENCE   

Fixing Our Eyes on Jesus 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 
July 7-9, 2017  

Chapman University, Orange, CA  
 

Speakers:  

MELISSA BANE SEVIER  
Author of 2017-2018 Horizons Bible Study 

 

CAROL WINKLER  
Church wide Presbyterian Women Moderator  

  
$235 – 2 nights lodging and 6 meals  

$130 – full time commuter, 4 meals; $65 – 1-day, 2 meals  
 

Workshops * Forums * Mercado 
 

Registration Forms Available in Church Office or  
Karen Dwight - Conference Registrar 909-794-2386   

         

  
  

Pastor Cheryl’s Whereabouts 

By Personnel 

 

 Pastor Cheryl will be out of town June 9th through June 

12th, to celebrate with family and friends the wedding of her son, Aaron. 

Paul and Pastor Cheryl are overjoyed to officially welcome into their family 

Kayla Kellogg, soon to be Kayla Raine! Pastor Cheryl will have the privilege 

of officiating the wedding for Aaron and Kayla on Sunday afternoon June 

11th in Temecula. Pastor Cheryl and Paul would welcome your prayers for 

the new couple, as they begin their lifelong journey together with God’s 

blessings.  

New Member Inquiry 

Saturday, June 24
th

 

10:00 AM to 1:30 PM 

 

 Have you ever wondered 

what it means to be a member 

of the First Presbyterian Church 

of Redlands, or why membership 

even matters? What does it 

mean to be a Christian of the 

Presbyterian variety?  

 On Saturday, June 24th 

you will have an opportunity to 

ask all your questions of Pastor 

Cheryl and other elders in 

attendance. We will talk about 

baptism and confession of faith, 

a bit of history as to what makes 

one Presbyterian, and what 

membership entails. You will 

also learn a bit about Scriptural 

interpretation, and about a 

couple of other books that help  

Presbyterians confess our faith, 

and do things decently and in 

order. Our time together will 

include a lunch, because table 

fellowship helps us get to know 

one another better.  

Here is a synopsis of 

what will be unpacked as we 

gather, “Membership in the 

Church of Jesus Christ is a joy 

and a privilege. It is also a 

commitment to participate in 

Christ’s mission. A faithful 

(Continued on page 5) 

SAVE THE 

DATES!  
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Contemplative Corner 

Reflecting on God’s presence in our lives… 

By Pastor Cheryl 

 

 A spiritual director once said to me, “Notice what 

you notice.”  This encouragement to stay present to the 

moment continues to engage my imagination as I walk 

through life. I remember a walk through the woods at a 

retreat center once and all I noticed were stumps. I had to 

ask myself, “Why stumps?” especially given that I was in 

the midst of a heavily wooded glen.  

A stump is what’s left after a tree is felled. A 

stump is dead and decaying. What I wondered that day 

was, what were those stumps speaking into my life, 

“Notice what you notice.” Then I saw a stump that had 

been hollowed out by decay and from the pile of 

composting wood, a new tree was sprouting to life.  All of 

a sudden, an insight broke through, for I was struggling to 

let go of something in my life. Noticing stumps that day 

helped me remember that sometimes death preceeds 

new life. Noticing that I had noticed stumps helped me let 

go. 

 What do you notice as you walk through the daily 

routines of your life?  Is it a siren that calls to your 

attention? Is it the laughter of strangers at a local coffee 

house? Is it a chorus of birds singing the morning alive? Is 

it a lone bird sitting on a telephone wire?  Of course, each 

day you will probably notice something different! This just 

reminds me that God is speaking into our lives, if only we 

will listen.   

 As you walk through the days of June, notice what 

you notice. Lay before God what you notice, while asking 

God how does this speak into your life. God is with us and 

ready to engage us daily. 

 

Presbyterian Women  

Summer Conference at Chapman University 

Save the Dates July 7-9, 2017 

 

The Presbyterian Women’s Summer Conference is 

a great way to make new friends across our presbytery 

boundaries and enjoy wonderful teaching, plenty of 

fellowship, and fun! The theme this year is “Guided by the 

Spirit, Fixing our Eyes on Jesus.” The author of the 2017-

2018 Horizons Bible Study will be the main presenter. 

Carol Winkler, Churchwide Presbyterian Women 

Moderator, and Reverend Eugenia Gamble, author, 

retreat leader and spiritual director, will also be 

presenters. There will be plenty of workshops as well as 

(Continued on page 6) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Coffee Shop Bible Study Group meets the 

third Friday of the month, June 16th,  at 11:00 

a.m.  It is hosted by various members. Call the 

office if you need more information.  

 

The Wenonah Circle meets on the third 

Wednesday of the month, June 21st, at 1:30 

p.m.  The June meeting will be held in Classroom 

1 on campus.  

Both groups will be on hiatus July and August, 

with meetings resuming in September. 

June 4, 2017 

All Church Pentecost Worship at 10 a.m. 

 

Communion 

Recognition of Teachers and Student Promotions 

and Graduations 

First Reading  Acts 21:1-21 

Second Reading Numbers 11:24-10  

The Message   “Holy Chaos”   

 

June 11, 2017   

First Reading  Genesis 1:1-2.4a 

Second Reading Matthew 28:16-20 

The Message  Pastor Hart to deliver 

   

June 18, 2017  

Men of the Church Day  

First Reading  Psalm 100:1-5 

Second Reading Matthew 9:35-10:8  

The Message  “Sent Out”  

  

 

June 25, 2017  

First Reading  Psalm 69:17-18 

Second Reading Matthew 10:24-39  

The Message  “Radical Choices”  
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Happy Birthday! 

June 1 Rachel Simanungkalit 

June 2 Aleta West 

June 2 Edmond Sompotan 

June 2 Perry Erwin Hayes 

June 2 Zara Justine 

June 3 Raheel Hameed 

June 3 Jemima Sirait (2001) 

June 8 Ann Elizabeth Platz 

June 8 Verbina Sanchez 

June 9 Nabeel Barkat 

June 9 Adeel Barkat 

June 10 Richard J. Leonard 

June 11 Sally Rehfeldt 

June 15 Jamaris Purba 

June 16 Carol Elaine Bishop 

June 17  Zack Hamada 

June 17 Sajeel Barkat 

June 18 Alexandra Anastasia Zak 

June 19 Janet Green 

June 19 Sandra Ann Hayes 

June 26 Jeremy Dean Platz 

June 28 Sundus Jacob 

June 28 Stephen Teele 

June 29 Nancy Bierlein  

member bears witness to God’s love and grace and 

promises to be involved responsibly in the ministry of 

Christ’s Church.”  
Come with your questions! Leave with the 

freedom to decide if you are being called to become a 

member of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands. 

Please let Pastor Cheryl or the church office know of 

your plans to attend, so lunch can be arranged! 
  

  

(Continued from page 3) 



 

The psalmist says, “Make a joyful noise to the Lord,” 

and many hands have come together to make a joyful 

noise to renovate our classrooms in preparation for the 

arrival of the Redlands Symphony Summer Academy.  
The Academy will be on our campus from July 17-28. 

This Academy will even be better than the first one held 

last year! Call the Symphony office at 909.587.5565 to 

join their waiting list and stay up-to-date on important 

information. You can register online with the Redlands 

Symphony by going to the following web address:  

 

 

 
The Academy provides musical training to students 

aged 8 to 14 of all skill levels, from beginner to virtuoso. 

Students at the Summer Music Academy are grouped by 

their level of musical experience and given instruction 

tailored specifically to them. On the last day, family and 

friends get to see what they’ve learned at a special 

grand finale concert. We are excited to welcome this 

academy to our campus in July! 
 

The Messenger  
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forums to captivate your interest. The Mercado or 

Market Place will also be open for shopping! When 

Presbyterian Women gather there is also plenty of 

laughter and joy!  

Registration forms are in the church office. 

You can attend the whole conference or be a 

commuter attending either Friday or Saturday. I am 

sure carpools can be formed for those wanting to 

attend just one day! 

If you have never been to Summer Conference 

before, ask Pastor Cheryl about it! She has been the 

main speaker, as well as a workshop leader at past 

conferences. Presbyterian Women is great 

organization, just ask Wenonah or Coffee Shop Circle 

attenders! 

     

 

(Continued from page 4) Sunrise in June! 

Thursdays at 7:00 a.m. 

 

Sunrise participants will gather in the Narthex of 

the Sanctuary at 7:00 a.m. each Thursday in June to 

participate in a spiritual practice called Lectio Divina, 

which simply translated means divine reading.  This is a 

contemplative way to enter the biblical text. “Listen to 

your life. See it for the fathomless mystery it is. In the 

boredom and pain of it, no less than in the excitement 

and gladness: touch, taste, smell your way to the holy 

and hidden heart of it, because in the last analysis all 

moments are key moments, and life itself is grace,” 

wrote Frederick Buechner. Sunrise is an opportunity to 

do just this as we listen for the intersection of the 

biblical text and our lives. How God is speaking into 

one’s life at this particular time is the work of Lectio 

Divina.   

We will meet in the Sanctuary Narthex on 

Thursdays, June 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, and 29th at 7:00 am. 

As the psalmist reminds us, in the chaos of our world 

and daily lives, “Be still and know that I am God.” 

Sunrise is an opportunity to be still by participating in a 

contemplative spiritual practice.   

 

 

   T H E  R E D L A N D S  S Y M P H O N Y  2 017  S U M M E R  M U S I C  A C A D E M Y  

I S  C O M I N G  S O O N  T O  

              T H E  F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  O F  R E D L A N D S   

  

https://www.redlandssymphony.com/summer-music-academy. 

https://www.redlandssymphony.com/summer-music-academy
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 Session Highlights  

May 2017 

 By Marcia Fagan, Clerk of Session   

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held its regular scheduled Stated Session Meeting on 

Monday evening, May 15, 2017, and took the following actions at the meeting:  

 

 Received the Financial Report for the month ending April 30, 2017: 

Total Income:    $22,660.23             

                                       Total Expenditures:   $26,316.07 

   Excess Income/Expenses:   ($3,655.84) 

                  Balance in General Account:  $47,205.54 

  

 Approved the recommendation from the Christian Education & Evangelism Committee for the use of Scrip gift 

certificates to acknowledge and appreciate Sunday School teachers and to recognize and celebrate graduating 

students. 

 

 Approved the recommendation from the Property & Finance Committee to approve a standard rental rate of 

$150 for student recitals (up to two hours) in the Sanctuary. 

 

 Approved changing the standard rental rate for the daily use of the kitchen to $100 flat rate plus a $100 

refundable deposit.  Security will be charged at $25 per hour, if it is needed. 

 

 Approved an all-church worship service to be held at 10:00 a.m. on June 4, 2017, to also include recognition 

of FPCR Sunday School teachers and school promotions and graduations. 

 

 Approved that FPCR would host the Presbytery of Riverside meeting in November.   

 

 Approved the following vacation dates for Pastor Cheryl:  May 25th through May 28th and  

June 10th through June 12th. 

 

 

Family Service Association of Redlands is hosting 

an event to raise awareness and to raise funds to 

ameliorate hunger in our community. Redlands 

Hunger Walk – Stepping Up to Stop Hunger 

consists of a 5K walk (less than 3 miles) beginning 

at the Memorial Chapel, on the University of 

Redlands Campus, on Saturday, June 3rd, at 8:00 

a.m. Entry donation is $25. 

 

First Presbyterian has organized a team and there 

are sponsors available if you would like to join the 

walk but don’t have room in your budget for the 

donation. So, meet the team a little before 8:00 

a.m. on Saturday. Late registrants may not get tee-

shirts, but they will get in on all of the fun.  

 

Sorry, pets are not encouraged to participate. 



 

100 Cajon Street 

PO BOX 2009 

Redlands, CA  92373 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

Firs t  Presbyter ian  
Church of  Redlands  

The mission of the First Presbyterian Church 

of Redlands is to grow spiritually with the 

community by sharing the love of Jesus 

Christ with all who seek to know God through 

worship, prayer, fellowship, and evangelism. 

F I R ST  PR ESBYTER IA N  CH U RCH  
O F  RED LAN D S  

Phone: 909 793-2839 

E-mail: fpcredlands@gmail.com 

 

Visit us on the web at: 

fpcredlands.org  

 

 

Save Postage + 

Save Paper = 

Save $$ 

 
If you receive your  

Messenger by email, the 

photos appear in color 

and are much clearer.  

  

If you would like to have  

yours emailed, just call 

the office.  (909) 793-

2839.  You can still  

receive a paper copy in 

the mail too if you like 

both. 

  

An Inclusive Community of Faith, Hope and Love 

 

http://1stpresbyterianchurchofredlands.weebly.com/

