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T HE M ESSENGER
The Pastor’s Corner
Why Is Change So Hard?
By Pastor Cheryl
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SESSION MEMBERS
Current members of
the Session are:
Moses Bakhsh
Mark Evans
Sue Teele
Marcia Fagan—
Clerk of Session
Harry Muaya
Richard Frederick
Luann Bangsund
Jerri Rodewald
Ann Platz
Dick Jones
Al Polchow
Shirley Harry

Summer has arrived here in
Redlands with temperatures reaching
triple digits. The heat has been turned
up! And that is exactly what a leader is
called to do to help an organization
effectively move into its future. The
leader is expected to turn up the heat,
while making sure that the figurative
pot does not boil over. This is not
always so easy to do though.
Change has a way of
impacting all of us differently. King
Saul was not happy with the change
that occurred when David gained
notoriety for his battle skills. As we
know from scripture, King Saul
repeatedly tried to kill David! Joseph
was not happy with the change
brought about by Mary’s unexpected
pregnancy at first, but he was given a
vision that gave him the courage to
embrace the change. The first century
church struggled with the change
brought about by accepting Gentile
believers into the fold. The heated
debate is recorded in the fifteenth
chapter of Acts. It is safe to say that
change has never been easy.
Yet, as we all know, change is
happening all around us at an
amazing rate. One example is the cell
phone. Do you have a smart phone or
what has now been coined a dumb
phone? Can your phone be a hot spot
or not? Cell phones have actually
been the most quickly adopted
consumer technology in the history of
the world! In 2013, a survey
determined that 91% of adults had cell
phones. Do you?

Change in the
church though,
is not making history. Instead the
inability to change closes about 4,000
churches every year. This is a startling
statistic and one that should wake up
everyone in a church. Yet, what change
is needed?
Thomas Merton has some
insights for us, for he writes, “The
importance of detachment from things,
is that we are supposed to be free from
things that we might prefer to people.
Wherever things have become more
important than people, we are in
trouble.” In the church, we often have
things – our worship space, our way of
doing things, our buildings (who may
use them and how they may be used) that become more important than
people. If this is true for us, it means we
are in trouble.

Psychology helps inform our
understanding of change and as the
bell curve suggests nearly 50% of any
group, whether inside or outside of the
church, can be categorized as late
majority or laggards when change is
introduced. This illustrates graphically
(Continued on page 4)
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FPC-Redlands Monthly Book Club
On Thursday, July 13th, (moved to the 2nd Thursday this
month only) the FPC Book Club will discuss Mutant Message Down
Under by Marlo Morgan. Dick and Mary Lou Jones will host the
meeting and they will lead the discussion.
The book selected for the August meeting is
Living Buddha and Living Christ by Thich Nhat Hanh.
The bestselling author of "Peace is Every Step, " and one of
the most beloved Buddhist teachers in the West, Vietnamese monk
Thich Nhat Hanh has been part of a decades-long dialogue between
the two greatest living contemplative traditions, and brings to
Christianity an appreciation of its beauty that could be conveyed only
by an outsider.
-Goodreads.com

The Wenonah Circle members are contemplating changing their meeting date
with the September meeting, If you would like to attend the meetings, feel free to
express your preference as to meeting day and time to Dorothy Loizeaux.
Both Wenonah and the Coffee Shop Circle will be on hiatus July and August,
with meetings resuming in September.

July 2017

July 2
9:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

Sunday
English Worship Service
Indonesian Worship Svc.

10:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

Adult Enrichment—Psalms
Indonesian Worship Svc.
Youth Study/Activities

July 4

Independence Day
Office Closed

July 17
7:30 a.m.

July 9
9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

Sunday
English Worship Service
Adult Enrichment—Psalms
Indonesian Worship Svc.
Youth Study/Activities

6:30 p.m.

Monday
Redlands Symphony
Summer Music
Academy begins
Session Meeting

July 11
5:15 p.m.

Tuesday
Property & Finance

July 23
9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

Sunday
English Worship Service
Adult Enrichment—Psalms
Indonesian Worship Svc.
Youth Study/Activities

July 13
9:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

Thursday
Christian Education
Book Club

July 25
12:00 p.m.

Tuesday
Bridge Club

July 14
10:00 a.m.

Friday
Knitting Companions

July 30
10:00 a.m.

Sunday
All Church Worship
Service
Potluck Fellowship

11:00 a.m.
July 16
9:30 a.m.

Sunday
English Worship Service
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Presbyterian Women in the Synod of Southern California and Hawaii

SUMMER CONFERENCE

A Message
From the
Deacons

Fixing Our Eyes on Jesus

July 7-9, 2017

Chapman University, Orange, CA
Speakers:

MELISSA BANE SEVIER
Author of 2017-2018 Horizons Bible Study

CAROL WINKLER
Church wide Presbyterian Women Moderator
$235 – 2 nights lodging and 6 meals
$130 – full time commuter, 4 meals; $65 – 1-day, 2 meals

Registration Forms Available in Church Office or
Karen Dwight - Conference Registrar 909-794-2386
The Redlands Bowl
Association is seeking
volunteer ushers from our
congregation for the
Sunday, July 30th
production of Tarzan. You
can sign up in the office or
contact Al Polchow at
(909) 792-2964
Staff Whereabouts
By Personnel
Pastor Cheryl will be attending the
Presbyterian Women’s Summer
Conference from Thursday, evening
July 6th through Saturday, July 8th.
Near the end of the month, she will start her two-week vacation the
evening of Sunday, July 30th and will conclude her vacation on Saturday,
August 12th. Pastor Cheryl will be traveling to Utah to vacation on Lake
Powell in a houseboat with her family and friends. She will be in worship
with us on August 13th and she has invited Kristi Van Nostran to share
the gospel message with us that day. Please pray for her time away,
that it may be a time for rest and renewal, and energize her for ministry.
Judy Tanner will be on vacation from Monday, July 24th through
Friday, July 28th. Please pray for Judy’s time away, as a time of rest and
renewal for her. During this week office hours will be limited to Monday
through Thursday, 9:30 am to 1:30 pm. Please call the church office
before you come to ensure that the office is open. Luke will be on
campus full time this week, to assist with the final week of the Symphony
Music Academy.

What a
great response we had to our
request for canned fruit in the
month of May! Thank you all
for your part in the 14 pounds
we were able to contribute to
the Family Service Association
of Redlands.
During the month of
July, our partners in giving
have requested donations of
toiletries, like soap, shampoo,
deodorant, and shaving cream.
Travel sized products are
useful for the homeless and full
-sized containers are also
needed for families. As always,
your donations may be placed
in the basket, in the Narthex.
And, of course, your
cash donations that go towards
supporting the work of the
Deacons, are always
appreciated. There are small
green envelopes in the pew
racks for your use. Otherwise,
make sure you note in the
memo section of your check
that the donation is for the
Deacons fund.
All of the meals that are
taken to shut-ins, and financial
support provided to community
service organizations is
underwritten by your
contributions and a little help
from Provident Savings Bank.
If you have ever been
at the receiving end of the
Deacons’ helping hand, you
know what a comfort it is to
know that your church family is
there to help. And, if you are
fortunate enough to be on the
giving end of that helping
hand, you know the
satisfaction that comes from
sharing your blessings.

T he M e s s e n g e r
(Continued from page 1)

why change is so hard. There will always be,
within the church, a substantial pull to continue
what is, or even what was, rather than to
envision and work towards what can be. In this
tumultuous time of change in our culture and
world, the church needs innovators and early
adopters to help lead the way forward.
As we envision our future as a church,
we have non-negotiables, as they relate to our
understanding of the Christian faith; but
everything else according to Merton – all the
things associated with our ministry - should be
up for grabs, so that we can connect ever
more effectively with people in our community
who do not yet know the love and grace of
God!
Ready to connect!
Pastor Cheryl

NOTE FROM THE MISSION COMMISSION
We are having the “Christmas in July for
Veterans” again the first two Sundays in
July. Accepted donations are: original DVDs, lap
robes, wheelchair bags, blankets, sweats, tee
shirts, crossword puzzle or word-search books.
We ask that donations be new items only.
Checks may be made out to VA Loma Linda
Healthcare System and of course donations for
scrip gift cards can be purchased at church.

Page 4

Contemplative Corner
Reflecting on God’s presence in our lives…
By Pastor Cheryl
Do you have a favorite psalm? One of mine is
Psalm 46 which begins, “God is our refuge and
strength, a very present help in trouble.” I can hear
these words sung as a powerful hymn, which I
remember from my teenage years. This powerful
psalm of assurance where mountains tremble with
tumult, also calls us to be still though. “Be still and
know that I am God!” writes the psalmist.
“Be still.” How hard is it for you to be still? Not
just physically, but also mentally. We might be able to
sit still, but what about stopping the incessant noise of
our thoughts? Can we just be?
One of the places I find most conducive to just
being, is sitting in the presence of my new backyard
pond. My previous home, also had a pond. Something
about the peacefulness of watching fish move silently
through the water, as butterflies dance on lily pad
flowers, or observing the neighborhood birds bathe at
the waterfall shelf, as dragon flies dart and drink from
the pond’s surface. Being still, even stilling my
thoughts, comes more easily in natural environments,
even those human-created like my pond. What about
you? What environment helps you still your body and
your thoughts?
Stillness, according to the psalmist, is designed
to help us know God. Be still not just to be still. Be still
so that you might know that God is God.
As the summer unfolds this July and August,
experiment with being still, whether it is sitting quietly in
the empty sanctuary, or being present to the natural
world in a local park or garden in your backyard. Notice
if stillness helps you to know more deeply the God
whom we worship. God is waiting for each of us to be
still!
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Happy Birthday!
July 5

Carol K. Appleton

July 6

Aaron Roiballove

July 6

Aneeb Jacob

July 7

Dorothy Moore

July 11

Lisa A. Kane

July 12

Tessa Mary Frederick

July 16

Judith Crowell

July 24

Sebastian Noel Purba

July 26

Fred H. Waitz

July 28

Jay Merritt

August 6
August 10

Zeresh Justine
Carol Broughton

August 12

Harry Keple Sompotan

August 16
August 16

Martha Jane Bannister
Kiva Leilani Thompson

August 17

Helen Waitz

August 18

Azar Jacob

August 19

Kristina Hine

August 20

Walter N. Smith

August 21

Lori Zack

August 26

Terry Zeidler

August 26

Mitchell Christian Ompi

August 28

Wilson Kayange

August 28

Richard Paul Frederick

August 30

Zaira Azar

August 31

Dorothy Loizeaux

August 31

Furriha Bhatti

And here’s a special birthday wish for those of you viewing this
online: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jndl4SeJLz4

T he M e s s e n g e r
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Adult
Education in
July
The Psalms
The Redlands symphony
2017 Summer Music Academy
Arrives July 17, 2017

Chris Kane and Pastor Cheryl have teamed
up to lead a three-week bible study on the Psalms,
which will take place after morning worship service
We have renovated our classrooms and are read to on July 9th, July 16th, and July 23rd, starting at 11:00
receive the Redlands Symphony Summer Music
a.m.
Academy starting July 17 through July 28. The
The Class will be interactive, as small groups
academy is planned to be even better than the first
will be used to explore different psalms each week.
one they held last year! Call the Symphony office at Each group will then share what they learned with the
909.587.5565 to join their waiting list and stay up-to- whole class. You will even have a chance to write
date on important information. You can register
your own psalm and share it with the group, if you’d
online with the Redlands Symphony by going to the like. Come to learn the basics about the whole book
following web address: https://
of psalms and the specifics of a different variety of
www.redlandssymphony.com/summer-musicpsalms through this Sunday morning educational
academy.
opportunity.
We will announce on Sunday, July 23rd
Enjoy a few refreshments after worship and
closing concert information.
then head over to Room 1 to learn more about the
Psalms. Bring friends to worship and to class!

July/August
Worship Schedule
July 2, 2017

Communion
Rev. Sam Roberts
Genesis 22:1-14
Romans 6:12-23
Divine Provisions: The Gifts
of God

July 30, 2017 All Church Worship at 10:00 am
First Reading
Second Reading
Message

Psalm 137:1-9
Jonah 4:1-11
Furious!

August 6, 2017

Communion
Rev. Timm High

Acts 9:1-9
Jonah 1:1-16
Not Me!

August 13, 2017
Co-Worker

Kristi Van Nostran, Mission

July 16, 2017
First Reading
Second Reading
Message

Matthew 12:38-40
Jonah 1:17-2:10
When All Else Fails

August 20, 2017
First Reading
Second Reading
Message

Psalm 67:1-7
Matthew 15:10-28
Not What We Expect!

July 23, 2017
First Reading
Second Reading
Message

2 Peter 3:8-9
Jonah 3:1-10
Second Chances

August 27, 2017
First Reading
Second Reading
Message

Psalm 138:1-8
Matthew 16:13-20
What Impact?

First Reading
Second Reading
Message
July 9, 2017
First Reading
Second Reading
Message
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Session Highlights
Will be in the September issue of the newsletter.

Reading Challenge for the Month of July
The Book of Jonah
Jonah is one of the twelve minor prophets found in the Hebrew Scriptures
(Old Testament). You will find Jonah sandwiched between Obadiah and the more
well-known minor prophet Micah. The Book is a short four Chapters, not even three
full pages of most bibles.
Starting on July 9th, we will begin to wrestle with the Book of Jonah chapter by
chapter. We will conclude our series during the All Church Worship Service scheduled for Sunday, July
30th at 10:00 am.
Both Pastor Cheryl and Pastor Hart will be using these texts, as they preach for worship. Pastor
Cheryl will be preaching for the English language service (at 9:30 a.m.) and Pastor Hart will be preaching at
the Indonesian language service (5:00 p.m.).
Spoiler alert about the Book of Jonah, there is no mention of a whale in the book of Jonah! The text
merely says, “The Lord provided a large fish to swallow up Jonah.” So, don’t be surprised if a large fish of
some kind shows up in the sanctuary to help us get into the text in an imaginative way! Invite others to
journey with us through the Book of Jonah on Sunday mornings or Sunday evenings!

Vacation Bible School
Hero Central!
The First Presbyterian Church teamed up
with the First United Methodist and University
Methodist to hold a combined Vacation Bible School
this summer. A big shout out goes to 1st UMC for
leading the charge, contributing the supplies and
holding it on their campus. Vacation Bible School
started on June 14th and will conclude on August 2nd.
The theme is Hero Central, as the students
are being encouraged to be heroes for God. Heroes
that have heart, courage, wisdom, hope, and power
to do good, seek peace and generally, just go for it
for God! There are singing, games, science
experiments and of course, bible stories! Pastor
Cheryl will have the opportunity to share Abigail’s
story with the young heroes on July 5th!

So, if you have youth that are older preschool
or elementary aged, have them drop in and join the
fun on Wednesday evenings from 6:30 pm to 7:45
pm! If you are coming for the first time, come 15
minutes early to fill in the registration information.
The cost is FREE! Bring your children to learn about

Host an International Exchange
Student!
Bring a student into your home.
If you have ever considered hosting an exchange student, talk to Jack Brennan about it. He will be happy
to explain how it works and how it will enrich your life. Call him at (909) 374-6884 or go to
www.afsusa.org/host-family to learn more.

F i r s t Pr e sb y t er i a n
C h u r c h o f R e d la n d s
100 Cajon Street
PO BOX 2009
Redlands, CA 92373

RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED

Phone: 909 793-2839
E-mail: fpcredlands@gmail.com
Visit us on the web at:
fpcredlands.org

Save Postage +
Save Paper =
Save $$
If you receive your
Messenger by email, the
photos appear in color
and are much clearer.
If you would like to have
yours emailed, just call
the office. (909) 7932839. You can still
receive a paper copy in
the mail too if you like
both.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
OF REDLANDS
An Inclusive Community of Faith, Hope and Love

The mission of the First Presbyterian Church
of Redlands is to grow spiritually with the
community by sharing the love of Jesus
Christ with all who seek to know God through
worship, prayer, fellowship, and evangelism.

