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SESSION MEMBERS
Current members of
the Session are:
Moses Bakhsh
Mark Evans
Wilson Kayange
Marcia Fagan—
Clerk of Session
Harry Muaya
Richard Frederick
Luann Bangsund
Kathleen Wilmot
Ann Platz
Jerri Rodewald
Dick Jones
Al Polchow
Shirley Harry

The last stage of a successful interim is
a commitment to a new future and new
leadership. That’s difficult when the
future is uncertain, and you are not sure
how long it will be until the new pastor is
announced. But hasn’t it always been
like that? “The best laid plans of mice
and men” we say meaning we can plan
but God provides. What we can do in
the meanwhile is to see if there are any
obstacles to welcoming a new future
along with its new pastor?
Your Session is getting out front. With
100% attendance at its last meeting
your Session is considering what will be
the moving and housing costs to settle a
new pastor in the area. It acknowledges
the unknowns, such as how many
candidates will be flown in for face-toface interviews and from how far will
the applicant move. And your Session is
aware of deferred maintenance—paint,
entryways, trees and the undeveloped
lot at Vine and Fourth.
What impresses me most about this
Session and congregation is its
faithfulness. It knows it has its hands
full with things it could do. But it won’t
be rushed or panicked into doing them.
In my more impatient moments I want to
see all the deferred maintenance done—
yesterday! But then I remember we
have wise and Spirit-filled elders at the
helm and they won’t be rushed into doing things without consensus. Our job is

to keep our eyes
open to what new
people are seeing
among us, and welcome them with the
love of Christ. Open
eyes and compassionate hearts is how
we commit ourselves
to a new future and
pastoral leadership.
Affectionately yours,
Pastor Tom
Sunday Adult Enrichment
August 21 and 28, 10:45 a.m. Room 1,
Trigger: The Ripple Effects of Gun
Violence is an award-winning documentary which approaches the catastrophe
which is gun violence in these United
States. Join Pastor Tom as we take two
Sundays to watch and discuss a 54minute video. This is part of our on-going
effort to love with Christ the people of our
community.
Kick-Off Sunday
th
August 14 is when we join together to
begin our program year. We do that to
honor our children and their families who
begin the Redlands Unified School Year
on August 10th, and to signal that this is a
different time in the life of our church and
community. Join us for worship with
Chancel Choir and an ice cream social
immediately following worship in John
Knox Fellowship Hall.
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FPC-Redlands* Monthly Book Club
There will be no book club meeting in August.
On September 1st, the group will discuss The Boys in the Boat by
Daniel James Brown. Jerri Rodewald will host the meeting and Dick
Jones will lead the discussion.
Goodreads says: Daniel James Brown’s robust book tells the story of
the University of Washington’s 1936 eight-oar crew and their epic quest for an
Olympic gold medal, a team that transformed the sport and grabbed the attention of
millions of Americans. The sons of loggers, shipyard workers, and farmers, the boys
defeated elite rivals first from eastern and British universities and finally the German
crew rowing for Adolf Hitler in the Olympic games in Berlin, 1936.
The emotional heart of the story lies with one rower, Joe Rantz, a teenager without
family or prospects, who rows not for glory, but to regain his shattered self-regard and
to find a place he can call home. The crew is assembled by an enigmatic coach and
mentored by a visionary, eccentric British boat builder, but it is their trust in each
other that makes them a victorious team. They remind the country of what can be
done when everyone quite literally pulls together—a perfect melding of commitment,
determination, and optimism.

August 2016

August 5
10:00 a.m.

Friday
Knitting Companions

August 15
5:15 p.m.

August 6
10:00 a.m.

6:30 p.m.

August 8
5:00 p.m.

Saturday
Jack Tompkins’ Memorial
Service
Sunday
English Worship Service
Indonesian Worship Svc.
Indonesian Youth
Activities
Monday
Worship Committee

August 9
5:15 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Monday
Property & Finance
Committee meeting
Session Meeting

August 21
9:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

Sunday
English Worship Service
Indonesian Worship Svc.
Indonesian Youth
Activities

August 22
12:00 p.m.

Monday
Bridge Club

Tuesday
Property & Finance
Mission Commission

August 23
7:00 p.m.

Tuesday
Mission Commission

August 11
9:30 a.m.

Thursday
Christian Education

August 14
9:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

Sunday
English Worship Service
Indonesian Worship Svc.
Indonesian Youth
Activities

August 28
9:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

Sunday
English Worship Service
Indonesian Worship Svc.
Indonesian Youth
Activities

August 7
9:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
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Session Highlights

by Marcia Fagan

July 2016
The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held its regularly monthly scheduled meeting on July 18, 2016 and took the following actions:



Received the Financial Report for the month ending June 30, 2016:
Total Income:
Total Expenditures:
Excess Income/Expenses:
Balance in General Account:

$21,044.60
$24,266.63
($3,222.03)
$58,043.82



Gave thanks for the recent tenor soloist (Nathan Granner) who sang at the 9:30 a.m. Worship Service on
Sunday, July 18th. Appreciation for his exceptional musical gifts to the service was expressed – and
gratitude to Zach Neufeld for arranging this moving and inspirational musical presentation for our church.



Received information about the purchase of new audiovisual equipment for John Knox Hall. Special thanks
to Chris Kane for facilitating this purchase for us, and for the training that he has provided on the use of the
new equipment.



Received information about the recent Vacation Bible School at First Methodist Church. Six FPCR children
participated in this program as part of a coordinated program with University Methodist Church, First Methodist Church, and First Presbyterian Church of Redlands. In addition, photos and information about a recent teen retreat in Big Bear was also shared with Session members.

REDLANDS FAMILY SERVICES NEEDS YOUR HELP
During the summer months, when school is out,
Redlands Family Services steps in to fill the gap for
families who rely upon school lunch programs to fill the
bottomless pit, aka a growing child’s stomach.
Right now, the pantry is looking rather bare and your
donations of non-perishable food can help restore it to
comfortable levels.
And when school resumes, they need school supplies
and backpacks in which to carry them.
Last year’s clothes are worn thin and too small, so the
need for shoes and school clothes looms ahead too.
Your donations of lightly used clothing can make a HUGE
difference to a family struggling just to keep a roof over
their heads. Even furniture, in good repair, helps a family
in need establish a comfortable home.

So, we encourage you to look through your kids’ closets
for lightly-used, out-grown clothes; cull kitchen items,
like pots and pans you haven’t used in years; donate
that set of end tables that have been collecting dust in
the garage for decades; donate that “as seen on TV”
small appliance the kids gave you for Christmas that’s
still in the box because you have absolutely no clue how
to use it and don’t care to learn; and give it all to a
family who really NEEDS it.
Do you need help with delivery? Call the church office.
Our custodian, Luke, now works at Redlands Family
Services weekday afternoons. He can take things that fit
in his car with him when he goes to work. How easy is
that?! All you have to do is get it to the church. We will
even help you unload it.
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Jean Vieten Awarded Gold Honorary Membership
challenges and mission in countries of the world. Jean
visited Ghana and Kenya. Upon their return, a special
project of building a home to meet various needs of
women was begun, brick by brick, and the Presbyterian
Women here were able to subscribe to purchase bricks.
The year following the trip, Jean chaired the Global
Mission committee at the Churchwide Gathering in
Louisville, where women from Ghana and Kenya were
received as well as over 100 women from around the
world.
She also co-chaired and was a participant in the first
U.S.A. Experience as women traveled to Texas and
across the border to Juarez to examine trafficking issues
and the murder of young women in Juarez. The U.S.A.
During the worship service on Sunday, July 10, Jean
Experience is now also an event of each triennium and
Vieten was awarded the Presbyterian Women’s Gold
Honorary Membership certificate and pin for her faithful, travels to different areas of the U.S.
energetic contributions to Presbyterian Women over the
last 40+ years! The award, presented by Susan
In addition to serving Presbyterian Women in the Synod
Skoglund, Presbyterian Women Moderator of the Synod
and Presbytery, Jean has also served in many capacities
of Southern California and Hawaii was a very big
for the church at large. She was the Riverside
surprise for Jean! It was awarded for her many, many
Presbytery representative to the Synod Task Force on
years serving as part of the Presbyterian Women’s
Women for many years; when that was dissolved, she
Synod Conference Planning Team and playing the piano
represented us on the Synod Women’s Advocacy
for the conference. Asked how many years she had
Network. She also served a 6-year term on the
done that, she laughed! She has no idea. But that
Permanent Judicial Commission.
alone is not why she was awarded the honorary
membership.
In Presbytery, she has served on Administative
Commissions, Committee on Ministry, and currently
Jean has served Presbyterian Women at all levels of the
serves on the Committee on Preparation for Ministry.
church, culminating her service as the representative
She represents us well wherever she serves, and
from Riverside Presbytery to the Churchwide
reflects the love of Jesus Christ in her everyday life.
Coordinating Team. During that time, Jean was a
She is a fine example for us all. Congratulations, Jean,
participant in the Global Exchange, a travel seminar
an award well deserved!
during each triennium to explore relationships,

Don’t forget that Sunday, August
14th is Kick-off Sunday. The choir
will be back and there will be an ice
cream social in John Knox Hall
after the worship service.
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Happy Birthday!
August 6

Zaresh Justine

August 10

Timothy C. Luther

August 10

Carol Broughton

August 11

Phil C. Merkley

August 12

Harry Keple Sompotan

August 16

Martha Jane Bannister

August 16

Bobby Benjamine

August 16

Kiva Leilani Thompson

August 17

Helen Waitz

August 18

Azar Jacob

August 19

Kristina Hine

August 19

Christina Johnson

August 20

Walter N. Smith

August 20

Jack Gordon Reynolds

August 21

Lori Zack

August 26

Terry Zeidler

August 28

Wilson Kayange

August 28

Richard Paul Frederick

August 30

Zaira Azar

August 31

Dorothy Loizeaux
Furriha Bhatti

August 31

Church Office Hours
The church office hours have been changed.
Beginning Monday, August 1st, the office will be open
as follows:
Monday
10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.
Tuesday
10:00 a.m.—2.00 p.m.
Wednesday
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
Thursday
10:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m.
Friday
10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.
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July 8—10, 2016
Big Bear Lake, CA
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F i r s t Pr e sb y t er i a n
C h u r c h o f R e d la n d s
100 Cajon Street
PO BOX 2009
Redlands, CA 92373

RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED

Phone: 909 793-2839
E-mail: fpcredlands@verizon.net
Visit us on the web at:
fpcredlands.org

Save Postage +
Save Paper =
Save $$

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
OF REDLANDS
An Inclusive Community of Faith, Hope and Love

If you receive your
Messenger by email, the
photos appear in color
and are much clearer.
If you would like to have
yours emailed, just call
the office. (909) 7932839. You can still
receive a paper copy in
the mail too if you like
both.

The mission of the First Presbyterian Church
of Redlands is to grow spiritually with the
community by sharing the love of Jesus
Christ with all who seek to know God through
worship, prayer, fellowship, and evangelism.

