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T HE M ESSENGER
The Pastor’s Corner
Above All—Love
By Pastor Cheryl
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SESSION MEMBERS
Current members of
the Session are:
Moses Bakhsh
Mark Evans
Sue Teele
Marcia Fagan—
Clerk of Session
Harry Muaya
Richard Frederick
Luann Bangsund
Jerri Rodewald
Ann Platz
Dick Jones
Al Polchow
Shirley Harry

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the
will of God, writes to the church at
Colossae, “Above all clothe yourselves
with love, which binds everything
together in perfect harmony.” These are
words we especially need to heed given
the climate of our times.
The Spirit was at work in a
couple of elders who heeded these
words, for they approached me about
holding a prayer vigil in response to
Charlottesville. I immediately said,
“Yes,” for gathering together and
clothing ourselves in love was needed
for healing.
Once the announcement was
crafted, I sent notice of the prayer vigil
to pastors I already knew in our
community and asked them to send it to
those they knew. We had no idea what
to expect, as far as attendance, but
nearly 100 people from our church and
the larger community came to pray. We
shared words of hope with each other
from sacred scriptures – Christian,
Muslim, Bahá’í , Christian Scientist and
more. We came together to pray in
solidarity with Charlottesville and other
places around the globe quaking in the
aftermath of hate. I opened the prayer
vigil with these words, “We gather
tonight because we need to be
intentional; we need to intentionally
build community across the beautiful
diversity of Redlands and around the
globe.”
Do you intentionally get up every
morning and clothe yourself with love?

Do you put on
compassion,
kindness, humility, meekness and
patience, as Paul instructs the Corinthian
church? Do you spend a few moments
reflecting on the fruit of the Spirit in your
own life – love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness,
generosity,
faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control - before you
walk out your front door in the morning?
If the God whom we worship is a
God of love, then we need to be
intentional about clothing ourselves with
love as we go about our daily lives. This
is not always easy though, especially as
we have witnessed in the unfolding of
Charlottesville and in the marches and
counter protests since Charlottesville. It
is not easy to stay firmly rooted in love
and be self-controlled when you are
confronted with hate. It’s not even easy to
be patient with those who disagree with
us on simpler things.
Paul’s words to the church at
Colossae are speaking volumes to us
today. What if we took these words and
wrote them on index cards and placed
them in prominent places around our
homes and in our cars, at our places of
work, and where we worship. Would these
words remind us that every interaction is
an opportunity to call forth life in all of its
abundance? Would these words remind
us that we don’t have to have the last
word? Would these words help us to
navigate differences respectfully and
peacefully? Would these words help us to
(Continued on page 4)
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FPC-Redlands Monthly Book Club
On Thursday, September 7, the FPC Book Club will discuss Living
Buddha and Living Christ by Thich Nhat Hanh.
Luann Bangsund will host the meeting .
The book selected for the October meeting is A Gentleman in
Moscow by Amor Towles, author of Rules of Civility.
A Gentleman in Moscow immerses us in another elegantly
drawn era with the story of Count Alexander Rostov. When, in 1922,
he is deemed an unrepentant aristocrat by a Bolshevik tribunal, the
count is sentenced to house arrest in the Metropol, a grand hotel
across the street from the Kremlin. Rostov, an indomitable man of
erudition and wit, has never worked a day in his life, and must now
live in an attic room while some of the most tumultuous decades in
Russian history are unfolding outside the hotel’s doors.
Unexpectedly, his reduced circumstances provide him a doorway
into a much larger world of emotional discovery.
-Goodreads.com

August 2017

September 1

Friday

September 17 Sunday

10:00 a.m.

Knitting Companions

September 3
9:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
September 4

Sunday
English Worship Service
Indonesian Worship Svc.
Labor Day
Office Closed

9:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
September 19
5:15 p.m.

English Worship Service
Indonesian Worship Svc.
Youth Study/Activities
Tuesday
Property & Finance

September 23 Saturday
6:00 p.m.
Indonesian Language
Prayer Meeting

September 7
7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

Thursday
Sunrise
Christian Education
Deacons
Book Club

September 24 Sunday

September 10
9:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

Sunday
English Worship Service
Indonesian Worship Svc.
Youth Study/Activities

September 25 Monday

September 11 Monday
5:00 p.m.
Worship & Congregational
Life
September 14 Thursday
7:00 a.m.

Sunrise

9:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

English Worship Service
Indonesian Worship Svc.
Youth Study/Activities
Session Meeting

September 26 Tuesday
12:00 p.m.

Bridge Club

September 28 Thursday
7:00 a.m.

Sunrise

September 29 Friday
11:30 a.m.
All Circles Bible Study
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Wenonah Circle
and the Coffee Shop
Circle will meet together

The Believe Walk
Let’s Impact Our Community with Hope!
Sunday, October 1, 2017

Registration Deadline September 15th is Fast
Approaching
World Communion Sunday is October 1,
2017, and so is the Believe Walk. We have moved
our All Church Worship Service for World
Communion Sunday to 4:00 p.m. on this day, just so
that we can fully participate and support the Believe
Walk as a church. We have formed Team
Presbyterian, as we have invited Community
Presbyterian Church and 1st Presbyterian Church in
San Bernardino to join us.
If you would like to walk please let Pastor
Cheryl or Judy Tanner know, as they will handle the
online registration. Scholarships are available to
assist with the $35 per person registration fee.
In Matthew we hear Jesus say these words,
“for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty
and you gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and
you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care
of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” We
responded to hunger by walking in the Family
Services Association Hunger Walk and now we have
the opportunity to respond to those who are sick and
impacted by cancer by walking in in the Believe
Walk.
“The purpose of the Stater Bros. Charities &
Inland Women Fighting Cancer Believe Walk is to
raise critical funds that support cancer-fighting
organizations in this region. Through the generosity
of sponsors and donors; the Believe Walk will directly
impact lives, by providing funds to improve cancer
care and support services for cancer patients and
their families in the Inland Empire communities of
Southern California.”
What a privilege it is to serve our community
in this way! Let’s be Team Presbyterian for Christ!

for lunch and Bible Study
on Friday, September 29,
at 11:30 a.m. in
Classroom 1. Bring your
own lunch. Drinks and dessert will be provided.
We will begin our 2017-2018 PW/Horizons
Bible Study “Cloud of Witnesses: The Community of
Christ in Hebrews” by Melissa Bane Sevier. Pastor
Cheryl Raine will lead Lesson 1. “In Community with
Jesus Christ.”
Bring a Bible, Bible Study book, and lunch,
and join us for fellowship and wonder discussions.
If you do not have a Bible Study book, purchase one
for $10 from Karen Dwight at 909-794-2386.
We will also receive and dedicate the 2017
Thank Offering. Please prayerfully consider your
support in this ministry.

Staff Whereabouts
Pastor Cheryl will be out of town over the
Labor Day Weekend to celebrate her twin sons’
birthday with family and friends. This is a longstanding tradition for her family, as they gather at
Park Moabi for a weekend of boating and jet skiing.
Pastor Cheryl and Paul would welcome your prayers
for their time away with family and friends.
Pastor Cheryl will be at Zephyr Point
Conference Center from Thursday, September 21st
through Sunday, September 24th. She will be
providing pastoral education for the Pacific Region
Administrative Personnel Association (APA). The
Mission of APA is to offer opportunities for
professional development and personal growth for
those called by God to serve as support staff of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). This will be Pastor
Cheryl’s fifth year as their pastoral educator. She
will be teaching the following courses: Problem
Solving through Communication, and Church History
Part A and B. Other classes offered by other
instructors include Ministry of Reconciliation,
Records Management in a Computer Age, and
Writing and Improving Your Electronic
Communications. Please pray for Pastor Cheryl and
the church support staff that will attend the APA
Conference.
Luke will be on vacation Sunday, September
24th through Tuesday, the 26th.
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(Continued from page 1)

be
intentional
in
developing
meaningful
relationships with those who are different from us?
A sign that has been prominent in the last
few weeks is this: Silence is not an option. We must
speak with and for love. We must act with and for
love. We must be about the work of building
intentional community across the beauty of God’s
diversity here in Redlands and around the globe.
How is God calling you to speak and act
with and for love today?
Willing to be intentional,
Pastor Cheryl

Sunrise in the Narthex 7:00 a.m.
Thursdays

September 7 through October 12

Sunrise participants will gather in the
Narthex of the Sanctuary at 7:00 a.m. each
Thursday, from September 7th through October
12th , to participate in the spiritual practice called
Lectio Divina, which simply translated means
divine reading. This is a contemplative way to
enter the biblical text. Sunrise is an opportunity for
participants to listen for the intersection of the
biblical text with their lives. Answering the question
of how is God speaking into one’s life at this
particular time is the work of Lectio Divina.
As the psalmist reminds us in the chaos of
our world and daily lives, “Be still and know that I
am God.” Sunrise is an opportunity to be still
enough to hear God speak into our lives.

Samuel
Gompers

2017 Thank Offering of
Presbyterian Women
“FOR THE HEALING OF THE
NATIONS”
On either side of the river is the
tree of life. . .
and the leaves of the tree are for
the healing of nations.
--Revelation 22:2b*
The Creative Ministries Offering
Committee of Presbyterian Women met in February 2017,
to review 92 applications for grants from the 2016 Thank
Offering. From these applications fifteen projects were
chosen. The grants totaled $382,500. Ten of the
ministries will serve people in need here in the United
States. Five of the projects are international. More than
half of these funded projects are in health ministries.
In 1888. Eliza Clokey of Springfield, Ohio requested that
each women give one dollar over and above her usual
contribution to the Women’s General Missionary Society of
the United Presbyterian Church of North America as a
“thank offering to our Lord,” The women sacrificially gave
and were credited with saving the worldwide missionary
movement of the church. Presbyterian women have been
making grants to creative ministries through the Thank
Offering ever since. These gifts will aid these following
ministries in 2017:
First Presbyterian Church, Saulte Ste. Marie, Michigan/
Feeding America West Michigan. Project Feed EUP!
Interfaith Hospitality Network of Greater Cincinnati
(IHNGC) Cincinnati, Ohio Forever Home Project
Blue Monarch Hillsboro, Tennessee Parenting Sober
Sunset Gap Cosby, Tennessee Bridging the Gap
Between Nutrition
First Presbyterian Church of Liberal, Kansas First
Presbyterian Child Care Center
South End Neighborhood Tutors, Inc. Albany, New York
The Wizard’s Wardrobe
Angel Interfaith Network (AIN) Los Angeles, California
Infant Safety
University of the Ozarks Clarksville, Arkansas Food for
Thought Garden -- Polytunnel
Presbyterian Village, Inc. Little Rock, Arkansas
Improving Accessibility in Residential Care
Phoenixville Women’s Outreach Phoenixville,
Pennsylvania The House
Iglesia Presbiteriana Reformada en Nueva Paz, Cuba
(Continued on page 8)
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Happy Birthday!
September 1

Perveen Mall

September 1

Dick Jones

September 6

Hina Barkat

September 7
September 8

Gabriella Sihombing
Izar Martinez

September 10

September 12

Jerri Rodewald
Dominic Darren Lincoln
Sugito (2012)
Kasim Barus

September 13

Susan Glascom

September 13

Tehseen Suhail

September 15

Hameed Barkat

September 16

Mahtab Bhatti

September 18

Monica M. Frederick

September 19

Mary Lou Jones

September 20

Patti Robertson

September 21

JoAnne Andersen

September 23

Diane Glascom

September 26

Hart J. Tan
Beverly Gaston

September 12

September 30

Contemplative Corner
Reflecting on God’s presence in our lives…
By Pastor Cheryl
Have you ever participated in an anniversary dance
at a wedding? My husband and I were one of the last
four couples on a wedding dance floor recently, but
when only two couples were left they were asked to
share some advice with the newlyweds. One couple
shared, “Never go to bed angry.” It’s advice my husband
and I would have shared, too.
This advice brought to mind a scripture passage
from Paul’s letter to the church at Ephesus: “Be angry
but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your
anger.”
Anger is not bad in and of itself, it is what we do with
anger. Do we lash out? Do we give someone the silent
treatment? Do we villainize the one who makes us

angry? Or do we use anger to solidify our resolve to work
towards reconciliation and wholeness no matter how
difficult the work is?
Proverbs reminds us that, “Whoever is slow to anger
has great understanding, but one who has a hasty
temper exalts folly,” and “A soft answer turns away
wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.”
Given the climate of our country where hate, anger
and animosity are front page news, sit with these
passages and reflect on any anger taking root in you.
How can it strengthen your resolve to work towards
heaven on earth?
Let’s be slow to anger and willing to answer softly.
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The Redlands symphony
2017 Summer Music Academy
Students send their thanks!
For two weeks the FPC campus rang with the
joyful cacophony of children practicing on a variety of
instruments and laughing in the shared pleasure of
making music. The Summer Music Academy culminated
on Friday, July 28th with a concert attended by parents
and friends of the students and teachers.

September
Worship Schedule
September 3, 2017
First Reading
Second Reading
The Message

Communion – Rev. Ron Duvall
Romans 8:1-6
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
Stop, Look and Listen

September 10, 2017
First Reading
Second Reading
The Message

Psalm 26:1-8
Matthew 16:24-28
Courageous Living

September 17, 2017
First Reading
Second Reading
The Message

Psalm 103:1-13
Matthew 18:21-35
An Essential Practice

September 24, 2017
First Reading
Second Reading
The Message

Rev. Timm High
Psalm 150:1-6
John 9:13-41
Where Does Jesus Find Us

Presbyterian Women in the
Presbytery of Riverside
Invites you to our 2017 Fall
Gathering

OPERATION: Education
Educate A Child,
Transform The World
Featuring Guest Speaker Sandi Hughes,
Regional Director, Operation Christmas Child
Saturday, September 16, 2017
9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
Calvary Presbyterian Church
4495 Magnolia Avenue
Riverside, CA 92501
Registration $8—Lunch is Included
R.S.V.P. to Lou Jolliff at
jolliff8771@roadrunner.com or (619) 403-3262
by Sunday, September 10, 2017
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223rd General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
June 16 – June 23, 2018
in St. Louis, Missouri
It is already time to be thinking about 223rd
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, USA,
which will be meeting on June 16 – June 23, 2018 in
St. Louis, Missouri. Riverside Presbytery will be electing
its commissioners at the Presbytery Meeting
on November 18, 2017, at 1st Presbyterian Church in
Redlands, in order to get the names into the office of
the General Assembly by the deadline. Two
commissioners, one Teaching Elder and one Ruling
Elder, and a Young Adult Advisory Delegate will be
elected. If you are nominating someone else, you must
have their permission to submit the nomination
form.
Young Adult Advisory Delegates are generally
within the age range of 17-23. The YAAD does not have

to be a Ruling Elder. Serving as a commissioner to a
General Assembly is a unique experience, just ask
Pastor Cheryl as she served twice, once as a
Theological Student Advisory Delegate and once as a
Ruling Elder. She was even a Vice Moderator of one the
committees! If you believe God is calling you to serve in
this capacity, please let Pastor Cheryl know and she will
help you through the process.
In case you noticed, 1st Presbyterian Church in
Redlands is hosting the November Presbytery meeting.
If you would like to help with making our day of hosting
a success, please let Pastor Cheryl know, as a team is
being formed to help with the day!

Lois Roberta Taylor Bohlman
died in Redlands, CA on August
22nd. Born in Wilmington, DE, she
was graduated from the University
of Delaware and shortly after
graduation, married Philip
Bohlman, became a homemaker
and raised three children. She later earned her
Master’s Degree from the University of Redlands in
Human Resources. After serving for several years as
Director of a residential recovery program, she then
went to work San Bernardino County as a Staff Analyst,
from which she retired after an additional 11
years. She was an instructor in the Evening Program at
San Bernardino Valley College for five years. Lois was
an active member of the First Presbyterian Church,
Redlands, serving as an Elder and as a Deacon, and

Clerk of Session. She was a member of Presbyterian
Women, and a member of American Association of
University Women for several years. She was a
member of Plymouth Associates and served as a
volunteer counselor at both Joslyn and Redlands
Community Senior Centers. Until recently she served
as a volunteer at the Bookstore of the A.K. Smiley
Public Library in Redlands.
She is survived by three children, Leslie Ogan of
Redlands, Mark Bohlman of Pasadena, MD, and Ross
Bohlman of Corona, CA, as well as a number of
grandchildren and great grandchildren. Lois was 90
years of age.
Services will be held at
First Presbyterian Church, Redlands on Friday
September 15, 2017, at 1:00 P.M.

Eleanor Grace Merritt
September 4, 1931 - August 25, 2017
Eleanor Merritt grew up in coal country in
Pennsylvania and graduated from Scranton Technical
High School in 1949, Even though she was the
Valedictorian of her graduating class, she chose to go
to work as a legal secretary rather than attending
college. Her father had died when she was younger,
and she felt she needed to work to help her family
make ends meet. Ele ended up providing much of the
funding that allowed her younger brother Del to attend
college.
She married Jay Merritt on June 26, 1954 and
supported the family while Jay pursued a PhD in Civil
Engineering. When Jay opened his own consulting

engineering business in the early 70's, she acted as
vice-president and secretary for what was then a twoperson firm working out of their house. She stayed with
the company for over 15 years as the business grew
and prospered.
Ele is survived by her loving husband Jay, her
children Nancy (Yucaipa, CA), Debbie (Maui, HI) and
Steve (Wimberley, TX), along with five grandchildren
and one greatgrandchild.
Services for Eleanor Merritt will be held on
Sunday, September 3, 2017, at 11:00 AM at
Emmerson-Bartlett Memorial Chapel located at 703
Brookside Avenue in Redlands, California.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that
donations be made to St. Jude's Children's Hospital.
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Session Highlights
August, 2017
By Marcia Fagan, Clerk of Session

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held its regular scheduled Stated Session Meeting on
Monday evening, August 28, 2017, and took the following actions at the meeting:


Received the Financial Report for the month ending July 31, 2017:
Total Income:
$47,878.36
Total Expenditures:
$25,892.20
Excess Income/Expenses:
$21,986.16
Balance in General Account:
$56,499.44



Approved the recommendation from the Christian Education & Evangelism Committee for the volunteers for
Adult Education, Sunday School, Music for Kids, and other child care programs for September 2017 through
August 2018:
Steven Sihombing
Golda Gultom
Gabriela Butarbutar
Lina Tan
Lisdur Pakpahan Butarbutar Al Polchow
Wilson Kayange
Moses Bakhsh
Tab Ndipagbor
Gayle Timilione
Christine Evans
Chris Kane
Ron Duvall
Lauren Jorgensen
Amanda Thompson



Approved revised job descriptions for the Director of Music and Chancel Choir and Nursery Care Worker.



Approved the recommendation from Worship and Congregational Life Committee for a Choir Brunch to be held
after the 9:30 a.m. Worship Service on Sunday, December 3, 2017.

(Continued from page 4)

Nueva Paz Presbyterian Breakfast Club
Westminster Presbyterian Church (WPC) Paynesville
Township, Liberia Capacity Building for Hope
Mission School
Africa Inland Church Nyanza Area Kisumu, Kenya AIC
Nyakach Dispensary Building Improvements and
New Services
In His Steps; Pathways of Peace (IHS) Palestine
Mara l’il Mara (Woman to Woman) Breast
Cancer Project
Asociacion La Inglesia de Dios (ALIDD) Argentina
Centro Diaconal Comunitario

Presbyterian Women will be receiving and dedicating the
2017 Thank Offering at our All Circles Bible Study at
11:30 a.m. on Friday, September 29, 2017.
Our annual “thank offering to the Lord” continues to be
a vital part of women’s giving in the PC(USA). Please
prayerfully consider how you can support this important
ministry.
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We recently received letters of appreciation from Family Service Association of Redlands. Your generous
donations were received and the following is the content of their letters:
We are most grateful for your gift to Family Service Association of Redlands. Thank you. Your Support of
our mission, to alleviate poverty, encourage self-sufficiency, and promote the dignity of all clients, makes our
community a better and stronger place.
With your donation it is possible for Family Service to provide case management and basic service
programs for low-income and homeless families. We strive to strengthen families and direct them toward selfsufficiency.
Thank you for making a difference.
Kyra Stewart
Executive Director
While the letters of appreciation may be form letters, the sentiment is anything but “form”. Because we have the
poor with us always, our united efforts to feed the hungry is perhaps one of the most visible and important parts of
our community outreach and expression of our ministry. Your generosity is what makes it possible for us to support
this vital organization in our community that produces tangible results.

F i r s t Pr e sb y t er i a n
C h u r c h o f R e d la n d s
100 Cajon Street
PO BOX 2009
Redlands, CA 92373

RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED

Phone: 909 793-2839
E-mail: fpcredlands@gmail.com
Visit us on the web at:
fpcredlands.org

Save Postage +
Save Paper =
Save $$
If you receive your
Messenger by email, the
photos appear in color
and are much clearer.
If you would like to have
yours emailed, just call
the office. (909) 7932839. You can still
receive a paper copy in
the mail too if you like
both.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
OF REDLANDS
An Inclusive Community of Faith, Hope and Love

The mission of the First Presbyterian Church
of Redlands is to grow spiritually with the
community by sharing the love of Jesus
Christ with all who seek to know God through
worship, prayer, fellowship, and evangelism.

