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T HE M ESSENGER
The Pastor’s Corner
You Must Make Room
By Pastor Cheryl
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SESSION MEMBERS
Current members of
the Session are:
Moses Bakhsh
Mark Evans
Sue Teele
Marcia Fagan—
Clerk of Session
Harry Muaya
Richard Frederick
Luann Bangsund
Jerri Rodewald
Ann Platz
Dick Jones
Al Polchow
Shirley Harry

What are you yearning for this
New Year? Are you yearning for a new
challenge in your work place? Are you
yearning for the new adventure of
retirement? What new thing are you
hoping to incorporate regularly into your
life – workouts, a new hobby, a new way
of serving, or more time with family and
friends? What new way are you yearning
for your daily routines?
What are we, as a church,
yearning for this New Year? Are we
yearning for an expanded music
ministry, as we welcome our new
director of music? Are we yearning for
deeper relationships across our
congregational diversity? Are we
yearning for more intentional
connections with the community around
us? Are we yearning for a new way of
being the church for our community in
this 24/7 wired world of deep divisions?
Neale Donald Walsch gives us
some insights about our yearnings, for
he writes:
“Yearning for a new way will not
produce it. Only ending the old way can
do that. You cannot hold onto the old,
all the while declaring that you want
something new.
The old will defy the new;
The old will deny the new;
The old will decry the new.
There is only one way to bring in the
new. You must make room for it.”
Walsch’s words remind me of a
pastoral counseling class I took while in
seminary. The professor asked for three

volunteers. Once we volunteered, he
produced a resistance band, like the
ones physical therapists or personal
trainers use with their clients. We were
soon encircled by a resistance band! I
was asked to start moving away from the
other two. I didn’t make it very far though,
as the resistance band pulled me back
towards them. The purpose of this little
exercise was to physically demonstrate
the forces mentioned by Walsch – the old
way will defy, deny and decry the new way
– with the resistance band signifying the
old way.
Although ancient philosophers
and mystics remind us that everything
changes all the time, most of us don’t like
change. The prospect of change or a new
way of being can provoke anxiety in some
of us. For others the prospect of change
is just so overwhelming that it is avoided
at all costs. Yet, change really is the rule,
not the exception.
And the church with a capital “C”
is in the midst of massive change,
according to those who study such things.
Although, many churches around the
country are still operating and structured
for the 1960s. So, when change is
suggested the status quo defies, denies
and decries the need for a new way.
Statistics are a bit frightening given that
about 4,000 churches close their doors
every single year in America. Tom Rainer
summarizes the future of church as we
know it, for he says, “Change or die.”
As we, together as a church,
(Continued on page 3)
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FPC-Redlands Monthly Book Club
The book selected for the January 11th (moved to the
second week of the month for this month only) meeting is The BadAss Librarians of Timbuktu by Joshua Hammer. Chris Kane will
host the meeting .
Bring your suggestions for good reads for 2018 to the next
meeting. Don’t be hesitant to recommend
your favorites.
Remember, a joy to be fully appreciated has to be shared.

Wenonah Circle and the Coffee Shop Circle
Wenonah Circle meets on the third Thursday of the month, at 1:30 p.m. This
month, the meeting will be held in Classroom 1, on the church campus.
The Coffee Shop Circle meets on the third Thursday at 11:00 a.m. Luann
Bangsund will host the January 18th meeting.

January 2018

January 1

New Years Day
Office Closed

January 13
5:00 p.m.

January 4
7:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Thursday
Sunrise Lectio Divina
Deacons

January 14
9:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

Saturday
Indonesian New Year
Celebration
Sunday
English Worship Service
Indonesian Worship Svc.
Youth Study/Activities

January 5
10:00 a.m.

Friday
Knitting Companions

January 6

Saturday
Epiphany of the Lord

January 15
6:30 p.m.

Monday
Session Meeting

January 18
11:00 a.m.
1:30 p.m.

Thursday
Coffee Shop Circle
Wenonah Circle

January 21
9:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

Sunday
English Worship Service
Indonesian Worship Svc.
Youth Study/Activities

January 23
12:00 p.m.

Tuesday
Bridge Club

January 28
10:00 a.m.

Sunday
All-Church Worship
Service
Annual Meeting

January 7
10:00 a.m.

Sunday
Communion Sunday
All-Church Worship
Service & Potluck

January 8
5:00 p.m.

Monday
Worship Committee

January 9
5:15 p.m.

Tuesday
Property & Finance

January 11
7:00 p.m.

Thursday
Book Club

11:30 a.m.
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What choices will
you make to be
responsible for the
change you want to
see?

discern a new way of being, the way we navigate change will be both a choice and
a responsibility. Making room for the new is not just for your pastor and leadership
team; making room for change will be everyone’s choice and responsibility. As
Mahatma Gandhi once said, “Be the change you want to see in the world.”
Do you yearn for…
deeper relationships cross culturally;
children, youth and millennials engaged in dynamic faith;
meaningful community engagement;
adults faithfully engaged in worship, fellowship and service;
a robust music ministry with and for all ages;
or _____________(you fill in the blank)?
What choices will you make to be responsible for the change you want to see? We
must make room for new ways. Will you? Will we?
Willing to make room,
Pastor Cheryl

Please Welcome Dr. Alina Artemova
Our New Director of Music and Chancel Choir

New Director of
Music and Chancel
Choir Announced

It is with great joy that I would like to share with you whom we have secured
as our next Director of Music, Dr. Alina Artemova. Dr. Artemova holds a Doctorate
in Vocal Pedagogy from the University of Arts and a Master of Music from
Tchaikovsky’s Conservatory of Music, both in Moscow, Russia. She is an
accomplished vocalist, organist, pianist and director. She has directed from the
podium as well as from the organ bench. She teaches at the college level and has
served in various capacities at local churches for the last fifteen years. Her passion
for music and worship is contagious. We are excited by the breadth and depth of
music she will bring to us, having experience in both the Eastern and Western
Church, and in directing English, Spanish, Vietnamese, Filipino, and Indonesian
choirs. Dr. Artemova will begin her work with us in January of 2018.
Thank you for your interest in our newsletter

We’re on the web!
Fpcredlands.org

The First Presbyterian Church of Redlands is pleased to share its newsletter with
you. We welcome your comments! You may also view this newsletter on our website.
Go to fpcredlands.org and then click on The Messenger tab at the top of the page.
Indonesian New Year Celebration

New Year’s
Indonesian
Celebration

The first Indonesian celebration of the New Year will be held on Saturday,
January 13th, at 5:00 p.m. Pastor Hart will lead a simple worship service after
which there will be a celebration, in John Knox Hall. We will be celebrating the
birthday of Aloyna Barus and the 44th wedding anniversary of Pastor Hart and Lina
Tan. This is part of the weekly Indonesian worship service, regularly held in
members’ homes. The Barus family will be cooking this week but anyone may
contribute to the simple fare if they choose.
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Session Highlights
November & December, 2017
By Marcia Fagan, Clerk of Session

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held its regular scheduled Stated Session Meetings on
November 20, 2017 and December 11, 2017 and took the following actions:



Received the Financial Reports for October and November,
For the month ending November 30, 2017
Total Income:
Total Expenditures:
Excess Income/Expenses:
Balance in General Account:

$24,819.93
$21,599.02
$3,268.64
$53,348.31



Received the unaudited year-to-date Scrip financial report;



Approved that only Officers of the FPCR Corporation can make changes to the FPCR bank accounts;



Approved the selection of Dr. Alina Artemova for the position of FPCR Director of Music and Chancel
Choir, effective January 1, 2018;



Approved the proposed FPCR Financial Policy stating that:
Commission and committees (other than Property & Finance) can spend their budget without approval
from Session,
2. The Property & Finance Committee can spend up to $2,500 on any project without requiring Session
approval,
3. All committees must get Session approval to spend in excess of their budget;




Approved the long-term rental agreements for use of FPCR facilities in 2018;



Approved the expenditure, not to exceed $7,000, to replace the exterior entry doors from the parking lot
into John Knox Hall;



Approved the proposed and amended FPCR budget for 2018. This budget will be presented to the FPCR
congregation at the FPCR Annual Meeting.
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Happy Birthday!
January 1

Adrian Rioballove

January 15

Elita Barus

January 16

Isabel Browne

January 16
January 20

Albert Frans Ompi
James R. Appleton

January 20

Gayle Timilione

January 24

Larry Dwight

January 29

Joyce Crawford

January 31

Mary Lou Martinez

January 31

Sorta Ruth Alice Tobing
(Sirait)

A Letter of Greetings from Dr. Alina Artemova
Greetings to Everyone!
I am excited to begin my
ministry as the Director of
music at the First Presbyterian
Church of Redlands. What a
beautiful place to serve! I
immediately fell in love with the church and people I met
here, and I am grateful to Pastor Cheryl and the hiring
committee for accepting me and trusting in my
abilities. Being in this wonderful sanctuary uplifts the
spirit and sparks imagination, calls for creative ideas,
and evokes variety of music to be prepared for the
Sunday services and beyond.

I believe that beautiful music serves as one of the
universal languages of communication to deliver the
message of love and peace, and I recognize the
obligation of a musician to be a "driving vessel" for it.
This understanding gives the right perspective to all of
my work, and inspires me to do more to achieve that
goal!

I am looking forward to working with the choir and
meeting people from all communities of the church as
we create an exceptional music program together.
Sharing my love for music and my best knowledge of
it will be a privilege. I would like to invite everyone who
has experience and/or passion for music to come and
introduce yourself. Let's get to know each other. I would
love for our talents to join together in the music
Having received strong classical training, I love the
world's heritage of music by classical composers, yet I ministry at The First Presbyterian Church of Redlands!
am equally open to different styles of traditional and
contemporary songs, as long as it presents a good Best wishes for the New Year of music, and God Bless!
quality and content.
Dr. Alina Artemova
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January
Worship Schedule
January 7, 2018
10:00 A.M.
All Church Worship and Communion
First Reading
John 1:1, 10-18
Second Reading
Isaiah 60:1-6
Sermon Title
Radiance is Essential
January 14, 2018
First Reading
Second Reading
Sermon Title

Psalm 29:1-11
Mark 1:4-11
The Voice

January 21, 2018
First Reading
Second Reading
Sermon Title

Psalm 62:5-12
Mark 1:14-20
Task or Identity?

January 28, 2018
10:00 A.M.
All Church Worship
Congregational Meeting and Election of the
Class of 2020
First Reading
Psalm 126:1-6
Second Reading
Isaiah 43:16-21
Sermon Title
A Pathway

Homelessness in Redlands
2018 Point in Time Count
January 25, 2018 – Count
January 11, 2018 – Training
Every January the State of California coordinates what is
called a Point-in-Time count of those considered
homeless in our communities. These counts are critical to
determine funding from both governmental and private
funds and resources. The City of Redlands will provide
training to those who would like to assist with the count
that will take place on Thursday, January 25, 2018, from
6 a.m. to 10 a.m. The training will take place 7 p.m. on
January 11, 2018. The location of the training is 350
Wabash Avenue, Redlands, which is the LDS Church on
the corner of 5th Avenue and Wabash. You will need to
register at the County website. Here is the link to the
volunteer registration site:
http://wp.sbcounty.gov/dbh/sbchp/communityprojects/point-in-time-count/pitc-registration/
On the day of the count, you will be a member of a
team of counters who will count and administer a brief
sub-population survey to persons who are homeless. If
you have any questions, please ask Pastor Cheryl as she
has registered to be a counter! Judy Cannon or Karen Bell
are also available to answer any questions and their
emails are jkcannon@roadrunner.com and
klbell909@yahoo.com, respectively.
As Mahatma Ghandi once said, “Be the change
you want to see in the world!”

A Message From the Deacons
With Advent behind us, the Deacons would like to thank everyone
who made donations to the Annual Poinsettia Fund Drive. We are also
grateful to Susan Glascom who purchased the beautiful poinsettia plants
and set them up in the sanctuary.
Redlands Family Service has expressed gratitude for our ongoing
support. The proceeds of the Poinsettia Fund will be distributed to Redlands
Family Services and other well-managed, local, social support organizations.
Your year-round donations of non-perishable items are always
valued by their programs that support the homeless population. In
particular, they can use travel-sized toiletries like toothpaste, toothbrushes,
razors, shaving cream, lotions, etc. Food items like canned meats (tuna,
chicken, etc.) are also helpful.
Please contemplate your support of our church using your time and
talents. The Deacons need a few good men and women who desire to help with the “heart” service to our
congregation. Perhaps you feel led towards that involvement. If so, let our nominating committee know.
Here’s to a new year of care and community!
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Contemplative Corner
Poetry as Lens of Faith
By Pastor Cheryl
During 2018, I will be using poetry for this contemplative corner. This
piece is designed to help us slow down and reflect on our lives,
individually and communally. Plato’s Apology contains this line, “An
unexamined life is not worth living,” which comes from his
recollection of Socrates’ speech at his trial. This phrase suggests how
important it is to pause and reflect, for only then can we make course
corrections or chart new directions. With the cacophony of sounds in
our lives and our world, may the poems offered this year help you
pause, reflect and examine your own life and our ministries as a
church, as we make room together for our yearnings.

The Journey
By Mary Oliver
One day you finally knew
what you had to do, and began,
though the voices around you
kept shouting
their bad advice—
though the whole house
began to tremble
and you felt the old tug
at your ankles.
“Mend my life!”
each voice cried.
But you didn’t stop.
You knew what you had to do,
though the wind pried
with its stiff fingers
at the very foundations,
though their melancholy
was terrible.

It was already late
enough, and a wild night,
and the road full of fallen
branches and stones.
But little by little,
as you left their voices behind,
the stars began to burn
through the sheets of clouds,
and there was a new voice
which you slowly
recognized as your own,
that kept you company
as you strode deeper and deeper
into the world,
determined to do
the only thing you could do—
determined to save
the only life you could save.

Here are some questions to prompt your reflections:
Do you know what you have do as this new year begins?
What voices around you are shouting bad advice?
What new voice have you slowly recognized as your own?
How will you stride deeper and deeper into the world this new year?
As you imagine this new year unfolding, how might the Spirit begin speaking to you through these words from the
poet Mary Oliver, who has been described as an “indefatigable guide to the natural world”? Her poetry has won
numerous awards, including the Pulitzer Prize, the National Book Award and a Lannan Literary Award.

T he M e s s e n g e r
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The Connectional Church at Work
2018 Per Capita
Each year, each member is asked to give, in addition to the pledge, what is called per capita. Per capita
giving fuels the connectional nature of our denomination, with some per capita going to the Presbytery, Synod
and General Assembly. In 2018 the per capita per member is $35.00. Here is the breakdown of how this $35.00
is apportioned:
Presbytery

$24.42

Synod

$ 2.85

General Assembly

$ 7.73

In 2018, the per capita apportionment for our church totals $6,860, which is based on our membership as of
December 31, 2016, of 196 members.
Although, per capita has been called a tax, it is more accurately described as the gift that binds us
together. Per capita exists as a way for all Presbyterians to share the costs that belong to the whole church. It
exists to allow the whole church to share equitably in those things that make us Presbyterian: our theological
identity, our connectedness, our system of mid councils that allow elders and ministers together to discern the
mind of Christ, our ecumenical connections that make us part of the church universal, our core structures that
keep us together as a church, and our call to work for full participation in decision making as we further the
mission of Jesus Christ around the world.
As a pastor, I have benefitted immensely from the connectional nature of our denomination, from the
support and guidance of higher councils as well as availability of resources and expertise, not always available in
a local church.
The Presbyterian Church (USA), as of December 31, 2016, had 1,571,423 members, 9,636
congregations, 170 presbyteries, and 16 synods. We are a part of the Presbytery of Riverside and the Synod of
Southern California and Hawaii. As a denomination, we have shared missionaries that serve around the globe
and the blessing of an organization called the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance that responds to crises near and
far. We are able to support pastors through a health and pension benefit plan that is equitable for pastors who
serve small as well as large churches. We have shared resources available for worship and education, as well.
Let us all give our fair share of our church’s per capita apportionment!
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Annual Congregational Meeting
January 28, 2018 – After Worship and our Soup Lunch
We will gather as a whole church in the sanctuary to worship and then move into John Knox Hall to enjoy a
soup luncheon. The Annual Congregational Meeting will begin 30 minutes after the start of lunch or approximately
11:30 A.M. A quorum of the congregation is required for the meeting, which is 10% of the membership. Of course,
the hope is for participation that far exceeds this minimum!
What will we do at this annual meeting? On January 28, 2018, we will be conducting the following
business:
1. Receive the Annual Report for the Congregation and answer any questions you may have about it,
including a presentation of the Session approved 2018 budget;
2. Elect ruling elders (who also act as trustees), deacons; and at-large-members of the nominating
committee;
3. Approve the 2018 terms of call for Pastor Cheryl
4. Other business could be conducted, according to the limitations noted below, but at this point none are
planned!
As background information, here is what our Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Constitution or Book of Order, as
it is more commonly known, says about annual meetings of a congregation: “The congregation shall hold an
annual meeting.” Our current Congregational By-Laws approved on August 30, 2015, require us to hold our
congregational annual meeting on the last Sunday in January, hence why we plan to meet on Sunday, January
28th.
It also says, “The members of a congregation put themselves under the leadership of the session and the
higher councils (presbytery, synod, and General Assembly). The session is responsible to guide and govern the life
of the congregation. Business to be transacted at meetings of the congregation shall be limited to matters related
to the following:
1. Electing ruling elders, deacons, and trustees;
2. Calling a pastor, co-pastor, or associate pastor;
3. Changing existing pastoral relationships, by such means as reviewing the adequacy of and approving
changes to the terms of call of the pastor or pastors, or requesting, consenting to, or declining to consent
to dissolution; buying, mortgaging, or selling real property;
4. Requesting the presbytery to grant an exemption as permitted in this Constitution (G-2.0404);
5. Approving a plan for the creation of a joint congregational witness, or amending or dissolving the joint
congregational witness (G-5.05).
Whenever permitted by civil law, both ecclesiastical and corporate business may be conducted at the same
congregational meeting.”
Hopefully, this background information will prepare all members for active engagement in our annual
meeting. Annual meeting packets will be available prior to the congregational meeting for your review and
preparation for the meeting.

F i r s t Pr e sb y t er i a n
C h u r c h o f R e d la n d s
100 Cajon Street
PO BOX 2009
Redlands, CA 92373

RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED

Phone: 909 793-2839
E-mail: fpcredlands@gmail.com
Visit us on the web at:
fpcredlands.org

Save Postage +
Save Paper =
Save $$
The First Presbyterian
Church of Redlands is
pleased to share its
newsletter with you. We
welcome comments!
You may also view this
newsletter on our website. Go to www, fpcredlands.org and then click
on The Messenger tab
at the top of the page.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
OF REDLANDS
An Inclusive Community of Faith, Hope and Love

The mission of the First Presbyterian Church
of Redlands is to grow spiritually with the
community by sharing the love of Jesus
Christ with all who seek to know God through
worship, prayer, fellowship, and evangelism.

