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 The liturgical calendar 

has us starting the Season of Lent this 

year rather early, on Wednesday, 

February 14th to be exact.   Did you 

know that the earliest date Ash 

Wednesday can occur is February 4th?  

Thankfully this happened last in 1818 

and will not occur again until 2285, 

sighs us pastor types.  So, I guess in 

some ways, I should be thankful that the 

season of Lent didn’t start even earlier 

this year.   

Of course, given our collective 

propensity to linger at the manger, I 

imagine most of us would like Lent to 

start later rather than earlier. We want 

to have a breather between the baby 

Jesus and Jesus the Messiah who turns 

towards the cross.  We want to have a 

little bit of time to imagine Jesus just 

being a kid, even though stories of his 

youth are sparse in Scripture. We want 

to linger in the glory of singing angels, 

amazed shepherds and bowing magi. 

For the sake of trivia, I should let 

you know that the latest date for Ash 

Wednesday is March 10th, which 

occurred last in 1943 and will occur 

once again in 2038.  This late date 

would give us a whole ten weeks of 

breathing space rather than just the five 

we have this year! As an interesting 

aside, in 2038 I will be celebrating my 

birthday for the first time ever on Easter 

Sunday, April 25th!  

Alas, Lent is almost upon us this 

calendar year and yes there is 

reluctance within my soul.  Although 

both Advent and Lent are reflective 

liturgical seasons in the life of the church, 

with Advent we anticipate, with hopeful 

expectancy, the wonder of a newborn 

babe.  Whereas, in Lent we walk with 

trepidation towards the cross, for a 

Pharisee warns Jesus saying, “Get away 

from Jerusalem, for Herod wants to kill 

you.” The anguish for Jesus between 

nightfall on Thursday in the Garden of 

Gethsemane, and the cross on Friday, is 

almost too much to bear if we are to stay 

with him. Then there is that piercing 

silence of Saturday until the women 

discover the empty tomb on Sunday 

morn.  Yes, reluctance to enter any 

season of Lent for us is understandable, 

whether it happens as early as February 

4th or as late as March 10th. 

Reluctance happens for another 

reason though, as Lent is a time to take 

account of our relationship with God and 

with others. It is never easy to honestly 

assess ourselves individually or as a 

congregation. When we stop and take a 

long hard look, we see where we fall 

short.  Yet, the good news of our faith is 

that God’s grace doesn’t leave us 

wallowing in the abyss of our own 

shortcomings. Thankfully, God’s grace 

cleanses us and puts within us a new and 

right spirit. We may be reluctant to enter 

this Lenten season given its reflective 

penitential nature, yet the fruit of this 

season will be bountiful, if we welcome 

the gift of God’s grace in our personal 

and communal lives.  

(Continued on page 3) 
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SESSION MEMBERS 

Current members of  

the Session are: 

Moses Bakhsh 

Mark Evans 

Sue Teele 

Marcia Fagan—  

Clerk of Session 

Harry Muaya 

Richard Frederick 

Luann Bangsund 

Jerri Rodewald 

Ann Platz 

Dick Jones 

Al Polchow 

Shirley Harry 



 

 The book selected for the February 1st meeting is News of 

the World by Paulette Jiles. A National Book Award finalist, the 

story takes place In the aftermath of the Civil War. “An aging 

itinerant news reader agrees to transport a young captive of the 

Kiowa back to her people.“  

Luann Bangsund will host the February meeting. 
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FPC-Redlands Monthly Book Club 

 

 

February 1 Thursday 

9:00 a.m. Christian Education 
10:00 a.m. Deacons 

7:00 p.m. Book Club 
  

February 2 Friday 
10:00 a.m. Knitting Companions 
  
February 4 Sunday  

  Communion Sunday 
 9:30 a.m. English Worship Service 

 5:00 p.m. Indonesian Worship Svc. 

 

February 10 Saturday 

9:00 a.m. Leadership Meeting 
 

February 11 Sunday 

 
 9:30 a.m. English Worship Service 

 5:00 p.m. Indonesian Worship Svc. 

 5:30 p.m. Youth  Study/Activities 

 
February 13 Tuesday 

5:15 p.m. Property & Finance 

 
February 14 Ash Wednesday 

11:30 a.m. Marking of Ashes at  

  Ed Hale Park, State St. 

6:00 p.m. Marking of Ashes-Narthex 

 

February 15 Thursday 
7:00 a.m. Sunrise Lectio Divina 

11:00 a.m. Coffee Shop Circle 

1:30 p.m. Wenonah Circle 

 

February 18 Sunday 
 9:30 a.m. English Worship Service 

 5:00 p.m. Indonesian Worship Svc. 

 5:30 p.m. Youth  Study/Activities 

 
February 19 Monday—President’s Day 

  Office Closed 

6:30 p.m. Session Meeting 

  

February 22 Thursday 
7:00 a.m. Sunrise Lectio Divina 

 

February 25 Sunday 
 9:30 a.m. English Worship Service 

 5:00 p.m. Indonesian Worship Svc. 

 5:30 p.m. Youth  Study/Activities 

 

February 27 Tuesday 
12:00 p.m. Bridge Club 

 

 

February 2018 

Dick and Mary Lou Jones will host the March meeting where Grace 

Baldwin will lead the discussion of Threading My Prayer Rug: One 

Woman’s Journey from Pakistani Muslim to American Muslim by 

Sabeeha Rehman. 

 

ONE OF BOOKLIST'S TOP TEN RELIGION AND SPIRITUALITY BOOKS 

OF 2016 

This enthralling story of the making of an American is also a timely 

meditation on being Muslim in America today. 

Goodreads.com 
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How might this season give us clarity of purpose and direction? How might 

this season give us the courage let go of all that weighs us down and prevents us 

from perceiving the new things God is up to? How might we walk ever more 

faithfully with Jesus even if it costs us? How might we welcome resurrection power 

at work within us? As we turn towards Jerusalem this Lenten Season, may we 

never lose sight or abandon the one we follow, Jesus the Christ.  

 

Willing to follow, 

Pastor Cheryl 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gift of the Connectional Church 

Per Capita  

 

We each have the opportunity to support the gift of the Connectional Church. As of 

January 28th we have received $610.00 towards our commitment of $6,860, which 

represents $35.00 per member. Members are encouraged to pay the assessment 

in addition to their regular pledge. And if your finances permit, perhaps you could 

sponsor a less affluent member. 
 

Here is how this gift will be distributed:  

Presbytery  $24.42 

Synod   $  2.85 

General Assembly $  7.73 

Our gift is paid in six increments starting in January. 

 
Per capita exists as a way for all Presbyterians to share the costs that belong to the 

whole church. It exists to allow the whole church to share equitably in those things 

that make us Presbyterian: our theological identity, our connectedness, our system 

of mid councils that allow elders and ministers together to discern the mind of 

Christ, our ecumenical connections that make us part of the church universal, our 

core structures that keep us together as a church, and our call to work for full 

participation in decision making as we further the mission of Jesus Christ around 

the world. 

 
Our Per capita offerings remind us that we are not one church, but one church of 

over 9,600 churches that make up the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  Together our 

national church, regional synod, and regional presbytery provide resources and 

mission connections that none of us could do alone. What a gift it is to know that 

we are in ministry with others.   

Lenten Reluctance 

 

How might we walk 

ever more 

faithfully... 

Per capita exists as 

a way for all 

Presbyterians to 

share the costs that 

belong to the whole 

church.  
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The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held its regularly scheduled Stated Session Meeting on 

Monday evening, January 15, 2018, and took the following actions at the meeting:  

 

 Received the Financial Report for the month ending December 31, 2017: 

Total Income:    $44,395.00             

                                       Total Expenditures:   $24,661.03 

   Excess Income/Expenses:  $19.754.58 

                  Balance in General Account:  $71,225.58 

 

 Received the Board of Deacons’ 2017 Financial Report. 

 

 Approved a 2018 General Mission Pledge of $3,000 to the Riverside Presbytery and General Assembly. 

 

 Approved the contribution of $100 to the Presbytery of Riverside 2018 Salary Sharing Program. 

 

 Approved the 2017 Statistical Report to the General Assembly (PCUSA) and the 2018 Report to the Presbytery 

of Riverside.   

 

 Approved the Sacrament of Holy Communion for the first Sunday of each month in 2018, as well as at the 

evening Maundy Thursday service and the Good Friday service. 

 

 Approved the recommendation from the Property & Finance Committee to spend the 2017 surplus of 

$20,000 during 2018 on capital projects, prioritized by the Property & Finance Committee.  This will include 

the John Knox Hall parking lot door project. 

 

 Approved the recommendation from the Property & Finance Committee to accept a $5,000 gift from a donor, 

to be used specifically for a new soundboard.    

 

 Approved the ordination of new FPCR Elders and Deacons to be held at the 9:30 a.m. Worship Service on 

Sunday, February 4, 2018. 

 

 Approved the Leadership Training Meeting for Elders and Deacons to be held on Saturday, February 10, 2018 

from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 

 Approved the use of John Knox Hall by the Inland Opera on March 24-25, 2018, as a free community outreach 

program.  

 

 

  

 

 
Session Highlights  

January, 2018 

 By Marcia Fagan, Clerk of Session   
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Happy Birthday! 

February 2 Sharoon Justine 

February 2 Ranita Tarigan 

February 3 Joula Kussoy 

February 7 Shazeb Suhail 

February 7 Chris Kane 

February 8 Karen Dwight 

February 8 William Stephen Ompi 

February 9 DeAnne Morrison 

February 13 Linda Cotton 

February 28 Sabina Justine 

February 28 Elise Evans 

 

Ash Wednesday 

falls on Valentine’s 

Day this calendar 

year. On the day 

when red hearts, 

flowers and candies abound, we will be remembering 

the Love that tore open the heavens and came down to 

dwell among us, the Love that willingly turned towards 

Jerusalem and the reality of the looming cross, the Love 

capable of resurrecting what is dead within us and the 

world around us. As we move through Lent, the Gospel 

of Mark and John will guide us.  Mark’s succinct prose 

and sometimes absent detail will raise questions for our 

reflection. John’s cosmic and miraculous Christ will 

challenge us to imagine the power of Christ at work 

within and through us.  

Lent has often been described as a time to give 

up something such as coffee or candy or something else 

you love to eat. I suggest Lent is a time to add 

something to your daily routine that will deepen your 

relationship with the mystery we call God. During Lent, 

you could add the discipline of reading scripture daily, if 

this is not a practice already.  You could set aside a daily 

time of prayer or meditation or silence, attending to the 

truth that God is with us.  The practice of giving up 

reminds us that it is God alone who sustains us. The 

practice of adding, as I suggest, is to intentionally put 

into place ways to nurture your relationship with the 

Divine Mystery.  

On Ash Wednesday, there are multiple 

opportunities to receive ashes. Pastor Cheryl along with 

other area pastors will be distributing Ashes in 

Downtown Redlands (Ed Hale Park) from 11:30 a.m. to 

1:00 p.m.  For those who work during the day, Pastor 

Cheryl will be available in the narthex from 6:00 p.m. to 

7:00 p.m. for prayer and marking with ashes. There is no 

formal service. 

What will you to do honor the willingness of 

Christ Jesus to turn towards Jerusalem, even though the 

cross looms? Love came down and dwelt among us, 

thanks be to God.  

 

 

The Season of Lent Begins 
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February 4, 2018  Communion Sunday  

First Reading   Isaiah 40:21-31 

Second Reading  Mark 1:29-39 

Sermon Title   No Discrepancy 

 

February 11, 2018  Transfiguration  

         Sunday  

First Reading   2 Kings 2:1-12 

Second Reading   Mark 9:2-9 

Sermon Title   A Thin Place 

 

February 14, 2018  Ash Wednesday 

11:30 am to 1:00 p.m.  Ed Hale Park on State  

       Street for Ashes  

6:00 pm to 7:00 p.m. Prayer and Ashes Available  

        in Narthex  

 

February 18, 2018  1st Sunday in Lent 

First Reading   Psalm 25:1-10 

Second Reading  Mark 1:9-15 

Sermon Title   Wilderness Faith 

 

February 25, 2018  2nd Sunday in Lent 

First Reading   Psalm 22:23-31 

Second Reading  Mark 8:31-38 

Sermon Title    Courageous Faith 

February 

Worship Schedule 

 

 

Youth Hope is an 

organization that our 

mission dollars support. If 

you have a heart for 

struggling teens, consider 

attending this event.  

 

 

 

For Youth Hope writes: “We are so excited for our Walk in 

Their Shoes Benefit Dinner happening Friday, February 

16, 2018, with an awareness hour at 6 p.m. and dinner 

at 7 p.m. ($75 Individual or $500 for a table of 8).” 

 

This is a great opportunity to see why Youth Hope exists. 

You will hear stories from our youth, see alarming 

statistics of youth homelessness in our nation and in our 

city. You will also have the opportunity to support Youth 

Hope through a silent auction, opportunity baskets, and 

through donation cards. The dinner will take place at the 

Mitten Building located at 345 N. 5th Street.  

 

Please RSVP by February 2, 2018. (909) 793-2345 or 

fundraiser@youthhope.org 

Highlighting a Community Non-Profit Organization, 

We SupportYouth Hope - A Walk in Their Shoes 

A Heartfelt Message From Terry Zeidler 

 

I personally want to thank each and everyone 

who helped me get through my cancer event. 

It has been 1 1/2 years, and thanks to your 

help, I’ve made it so far. Thanks for all the 

phone calls, food, prayers and concerns. You 

all are my Church Family.  Thank you all again. 

Terry Zeidler 



 

 

Contemplative Corner 

Poetry as Lens of Faith 

By Pastor Cheryl 

  

 

 

Marked by Ashes 

Walter Brueggemann 

 

 

Ruler of the Night, Guarantor of the day . . . 

This day — a gift from you. 

This day — like none other you have ever given, or we have ever received. 

This Wednesday dazzles us with gift and newness and possibility. 

This Wednesday burdens us with the tasks of the day, for we are already halfway home 

     halfway back to committees and memos, 

     halfway back to calls and appointments, 

     halfway on to next Sunday, 

     halfway back, half frazzled, half expectant, 

     half turned toward you, half rather not. 

This Wednesday is a long way from Ash Wednesday, 

   but all our Wednesdays are marked by ashes — 

     we begin this day with that taste of ash in our mouth: 

       of failed hope and broken promises, 

       of forgotten children and frightened women, 

     we ourselves are ashes to ashes, dust to dust; 

     we can taste our mortality as we roll the ash around on our tongues. 

We are able to ponder our ashness with 

   some confidence, only because our every Wednesday of ashes 

   anticipates your Easter victory over that dry, flaky taste of death. 

On this Wednesday, we submit our ashen way to you — 

   your Easter parade of newness. 

   Before the sun sets, take our Wednesday and Easter us, 

     Easter us to joy and energy and courage and freedom; 

     Easter us that we may be fearless for your truth. 

   Come here and Easter our Wednesday with 

     mercy and justice and peace and generosity. 

We pray as we wait for the Risen One who comes soon.  

 

As you begin your walk through Lent, spend some time with this poem and notice how God might be speaking into 

your life. How are your Wednesdays marked with ashes?  How are you half way back, not half way forward? How 

has God “Eastered” you or resurrected newness within and through you? How does God Easter us as a church? 

May this Ash Wednesday remind us all that our time is now, for now is the moment we have to be fully alive. 

 

For over thirty years now, Walter Brueggemann (b. 1933) has combined the best of critical scholarship with love 

for the local church in service to the kingdom of God. Now a professor emeritus of Old Testament studies at 

Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Georgia, Brueggemann has authored over seventy books. Taken from 

his Prayers for a Privileged People (Nashville: Abingdon, 2008), pp. 27-28.  
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https://www.journeywithjesus.net/BookNotes/Walter_Brueggemann_Prayers_For_A_Privileged_People.shtml
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Lenten Sunrise Lectio Divina 

Thursdays, February 15th through March 29th 

7:00 a.m. to 7:45 a.m. 

 Come and experience the beauty and wonder of God at work in your life and in the lives of others. We 

gather at 7:00 a.m. on Thursday mornings to listen to the stirrings of the Spirit at work within us.  Scripture is 

read multiple times, as we listen for how God might be speaking to us through a simple word or phrase. We meet 

in the sanctuary narthex.  If you have never experienced Lectio Divina, you will be guided through the process by 

able facilitators: Pastor Cheryl, Chris Kane and Jerri Rodewald. Come and see how God is moving in and through 

us in the ordinary places of our lives. 

 

 

 

Staff Whereabouts 

 
Pastor Cheryl be on Study Leave from Sunday evening, February 25th through Friday, March 2nd. She will be 

attending Companions on the Inner Way, a contemplative retreat, at Serra Retreat Center in Malibu. The topic is 

Living Our Authentic Selves in Beloved Community, with Helen Bruch Pearson Smith and Luther E. Smith, Jr.  as 

presenters.  The Smiths provide this introduction to the retreat, “Our identity and relationships are often 

characterized by our work, roles, and personal and cultural histories. However, answering the question ‘Who am 

I?’ involves more than describing responsibilities and interactions with persons. A clearer understanding of the 

authentic Self results from our embrace of spiritual practices that illuminate and empower the true self. These 

practices also guide us in answering: ‘Who am I becoming?’ Living as our authentic selves is vital to our 

contributing to experiences of beloved community. This retreat will focus on a spirituality that empowers the 

authentic Self to come forth in our bodies, relationships, and activism for beloved community.” 

 

While Pastor Cheryl is away, Pastor Hart Tan will be available to provide emergency pastoral care.  

 

 

 

Leadership, Education, and Discipleship Training (LEaD) 

February 24, 2018 

Magnolia Presbyterian Church 

7200 Magnolia Ave, Riverside CA 92504 

Time: 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

 

 
LEaD is an annual training event designed to develop and grow the knowledge and skill of the congregational 

leaders in our Presbytery. Tod Bolsinger will speak from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. with equal time for presentation 

and your questions. There will be breakout Sessions for the last hour.  In preparation for the training event, 

congregational leaders are encouraged to read Canoeing the Mountains: Christian Leadership in Uncharted 

Territories.  Bolsinger’s book provides us with a model for facing adaptive challenges while putting mission at the 

center of our adventure. Just doing things smarter is not going to help us in these uncharted times. Join the 

Presbytery wide discussion, as we grow together to be Christ’s Church today!  

 
In preparation for the LEaD event, Pastor Cheryl is meeting with other area pastors, who are reading and 

discussing Bolsinger’s book as a group. There are two gatherings before February 24th and one after.  The hope is 

that together we can help the churches we serve lead in the unchartered territories of our time.   
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City of Redlands CERT Class 

March 2018 Class 

Friday, March 2, 2018 6:00 P.M.-10:00 P.M. 

Saturday, March 3, 2018 8:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. 

Sunday, March 4, 2018 8:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. 

Hosted By: Plymouth Village (Brewster Room) 

945 Salem Drive  

Redlands, CA 92373 

Contact: Fay Glass, Emergency Operations Manager  

Office: (909) 335-4705 

http://www.cityofredlands.org/CERTRegistrations 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) program educates people about disaster preparedness for hazards 

that may impact their area and trains them in basic disaster response skills, such as fire safety, light search and 

rescue, team organization, and disaster medical.  

 

 

 

A celebration of the life of Martha Jane Bannister is scheduled 

to be held in the sanctuary of this church on Saturday, March 

3rd, at 10:00 a.m. 

 

A reception will follow at Trinity Episcopal Church, 419 S. 4th 

Street, in Redlands. 

 

 

 

Our donation to California CASA (Court Appointed Social Workers for Children) 

was received with gratitude. “What a lovely gift! I am deeply, deeply grateful to 

you for your continued generosity!”  

 

Our vision is that every abused and neglected child has the support of a CASA 

volunteer. As a California CASA supporter, you play a big part in making this 

vision a reality. 

BEING PREPARED  BEGINS 

WITH YOU 



 

100 Cajon Street 

PO BOX 2009 

Redlands, CA  92373 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

Firs t  Presbyter ian  
Church of  Redlands  

The mission of the First Presbyterian Church 

of Redlands is to grow spiritually with the 

community by sharing the love of Jesus 

Christ with all who seek to know God through 

worship, prayer, fellowship, and evangelism. 

F I R ST  PR ESBYTER IA N  CH U RCH  
O F  RED LAN D S  

Phone: 909 793-2839 

E-mail: fpcredlands@gmail.com 

 

Visit us on the web at: 

fpcredlands.org  

 

 

Save Postage + 

Save Paper = 

Save $$ 

 
The First Presbyterian 
Church of Redlands is 
pleased to share its 
newsletter with you.  We 
welcome comments!   

 

You may also view this 
newsletter on our web-
site.  Go to www, fpcred-
lands.org and then click 
on The Messenger tab 
at the top of the page. 

 

  

An Inclusive Community of Faith, Hope and Love 

 

http://1stpresbyterianchurchofredlands.weebly.com/
http://fpcredlands.org
http://fpcredlands.org

