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The Pastor’s Corner
Out of the Dust
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SESSION MEMBERS
Current members of
the Session are:
Moses Bakhsh
Albert Ompi
Sue Teele
Marcia Fagan—
Clerk of Session
Harry Muaya
Richard Frederick
Lori Zak
Jerri Rodewald
Ann Platz
Dick Jones
Al Polchow
Shirley Harry

“Out of the dust you were
taken, and to dust you shall return.” As
I said these words and made the sign
of the cross on foreheads with ashes
on Ash Wednesday, from a two-yearold to an octogenarian, my heart was
repeatedly moved. My prayer for each
precious person I encountered was
this, “May you use your one finite and
precious life, to experience and share
the infinite love of God.” Ash
Wednesday reminds us of our
mortality, but it also brings into clearer
focus the preciousness of each
moment of life.
This was never more clear
than for the families impacted by the
horrific mass shooting at Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School on
Ash Wednesday. While I was placing
ashes on foreheads, a young man
walked into this high school with an
AR-15 automatic weapon and killed
indiscriminately.
A young woman who had
received ashes said to me upon
hearing this news, “How are you
supposed to raise a child in this
world?” I sat down with her and
listened to the ache of her heart. She
confessed that she couldn’t imagine a
child of her own being killed simply by
going to school to learn. I don’t believe
any of us can.
Unfortunately, Parkland is now
on a tear stained map that dots our
country from coast to coast. I still

vividly remember San Ysidiro where a
man walked into a McDonalds on July
18, 1984, as if it were yesterday. Why?
Because I was pregnant with my twin
sons and wondered, as this young
woman did, about how to raise my
future children.
Yet, into what feels like an
abyss of hopelessness given the
continued violence of our day, we
glimpse God’s dream through the
prophet Isaiah, “the wolf shall live with
the lamb, the leopard shall lie down
with the kid, the calf and the lion and
the fatling together, and a little child
shall lead them.” God longs to bring
unity to all things in heaven and on the
earth, not just to humanity, but to all of
creation. God longs for the peaceable
kingdom envisioned by Isaiah among
us even now.
And maybe, the children will
lead us, for 50 students from Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School met
with Florida lawmakers Tuesday,
February 20, 2018, telling their stories
of last week’s shooting that left 17 dead
in the hope legislators would pass new
gun control laws. Although the House
voted 71-36 against bringing up a bill
that would ban assault weapon sales
and magazines of more than seven
rounds, I don’t believe these students
are going to give up. As Mahatma
Gandhi once said, “Be the change you
want to see in the world.”
(Continued on page 3)
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FPC-Redlands Monthly Book Club
The book selected for the March 1st meeting is Threading My Prayer Rug:
One Woman’s Journey from Pakistani Muslim to American Muslim by Sabeeha
Rehman. Dick and Mary Lou Jones will host the meeting where Grace Baldwin will
lead the discussion.
The club is reading Almost Human, by Lee Berger, John Hawks, Harrison
Ford (foreword), Douglas Chadwick (introduction) for the April Meeting, hosted by
Joyce Crawford.
This first-person narrative, about an archaeological discovery, is rewriting
the story of human evolution. A story of defiance and determination by a
controversial scientist, this is Lee Berger's own take on finding Homo naledi, an allnew species on the human family tree and one of the greatest discoveries of the
21st century.
-Goodreads.com

March 2018

March 1
7:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

Thursday
Sunrise Lectio Divina
Deacons
Book Club

March 2
10:00 a.m.

Friday
Knitting Companions

March 3
10:00 a.m.

Saturday
Bannister Memorial

March 4
9:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

Sunday
Communion Sunday
English Worship Service
Indonesian Worship Svc.

March 7
7:00 p.m.

Wednesday
Choir Practice

March 8
7: 00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.

Thursday
Sunrise Lectio Divina
Christian Education

March 11
9:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

Sunday (Daylight Savings)
English Worship Service
Indonesian Worship Svc.
Youth Study/Activities

March 13
5:15 p.m.

March 16
10:00 a.m.

Friday
Knitting Companions

March 17
9:00 a.m.

Saturday
Leadership Retreat

March 18
9:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

Sunday
English Worship Service
Indonesian Worship Svc.
Youth Study/Activities

March 19
6:30 p.m.

Monday
Session Meeting

March 21
1:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Wednesday
Wenonah Circle—C-1
Choir Practice

March 22
7:00 a.m.

Thursday
Sunrise Lectio Divina

March 25
9:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

Palm Sunday
English Worship Service
Indonesian Worship Svc.
Youth Study/Activities

Tuesday
Property & Finance

March 29
7:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Maundy Thursday
Sunrise Lectio Divina
Bridge Club
Soup Supper/Communion

March 14
7:00 p.m.

Wednesday
Choir Practice

March 30
7:00 p.m.

March 15
7:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Thursday
Sunrise Lectio Divina
Coffee Shop Circle*

Good Friday
Ecumenical Service with
Communion

*Hosted by Jerri Rodewald
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Out of the Dust
Each one of us
has been given
one precious life.

“Out of the dust we have been taken, and to the dust we shall return.”
Each one of us has been given one precious life. How is God calling us to be
the change we want to see in this world? How are you being called to share
God’s infinite love through your one finite life in places of anguish and
despair? Are we willing to advocate and work towards God’s dream of unity
and peace here and now? I pray so.
Willing to be the change,
Pastor Cheryl

Meet Mallory Flanagan
Custodial Assistant

Meet Mallory
Flanagan

Staff Whereabouts
March 22018

On Saturday, February 17th Mallory Flanagan worked her first day as
our Custodial Assistant. Mallory is a Freshman at Riverside Community College
and is planning on majoring in nursing and American Sign Language. She
graduated from Redlands High School where she was a competitive gymnast,
played water polo, was a member of the colorguard team, and threw shot put
and discus with the track team. She sings in the church choir at St. Joseph the
Worker Catholic Church and Our Lady of Hope Catholic Church and at school.
She shared her musical talent on the flute with her high school marching band
and concert band and continues to play in church and church concerts.
She comes highly recommended by her references, as a young woman
who is very capable, mature and has a compassionate heart.
Mallory will work Saturday, Sunday and Monday to ensure that the
campus is kept clean and in good order between our once a week professional
cleaning that occurs on Thursday evenings. Please welcome Mallory into our
midst if you happen to be on campus when she is!

Pastor Cheryl will be completing her week of Study Leave on Friday, March
2nd. Her Study Leave started Monday, February 26th. She will be back with us on
Saturday, March 3rd, when we will gather as a congregation to celebrate the life of
Martha Jane Bannister at 10:00 a.m. in the sanctuary.
Pastor Hart and Lina Tan will be traveling to Israel to walk in the footsteps
of Jesus from March 8th through March 19th. Please pray for safe travels and a
spiritual deepening as the landscape of the scriptures come alive in a new way for
them.
Judy Tanner will also be enjoying some time away from the office this
month, from Thursday, March 8th through Tuesday, March 13th. So, please note that
the office will be officially closed on Friday, March 9th, as Friday is Pastor Cheryl’s
day off. Pastor Cheryl will be in the office on Monday, March 12th and March 13th,
although she does have calendared events that will take her out of the office at
certain times. So, please call before you drop by while Judy is on vacation to make
sure Pastor Cheryl will be in!
Please pray for these opportunities for our staff to be renewed for the work
they do so faithfully among us.
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Session Highlights February, 2018
By Marcia Fagan, Clerk of Session
The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held its regularly scheduled
Stated Session Meeting on Monday evening, February 19, 2018, and took the following actions at the meeting:


Received the Financial Report for the month ending January 31, 2018:
Total Income:
$30,904.79
Total Expenditures:
$25,516.30
Excess Income/Expenses:
$5,387.99
Balance in General Account: $71,440.69



Received the Scrip, the Presbyterian Women, and the Board of Deacons’ 2017 Financial Reports.



Approved Session membership structure for Committees for 2018:
Christian Education Committee: Al Polchow (Moderator), Lori Uber-Zak
Fellowship Committee: Ann Platz (Moderator), Harry Muaya
Outreach Committee: Jerri Rodewald (Moderator)
Personnel Committee: Sue Teele (Moderator), Marcia Fagan, Rich Frederick
Property & Finance Committee: Shirley Harry (Moderator), Dick Jones
Worship Committee: Moses Bakhsh (Moderator), Albert Ompi



Approved Corporation Officers elected for 2018:
President: Dick Jones
Secretary: Marcia Fagan

Treasurer: Luann Bangsund



Elected Marcia Fagan as Clerk of Session for 2018.



Appointed Rich Frederick (Moderator) and Shirley Harry to the Church Officer Nominating Committee for 2018.



Approved Luann Bangsund, Al Polchow, Terry Zeidler, Jerri Rodewald, Harry Muaya, Evie Sitompul, Frankie
Kembuan, and Marcia Fagan as Counters and Recorders for Sunday offerings for 2018, with the reminder
that two Counters must be involved in the counting and recording at all times.



Approved Luann Bangsund, Karen Dwight, Terry Zeidler, Izar Martinez, and Marcia Fagan as Check Signatories
for the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands’ accounts for 2018.



Approved the third Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. as the regular date and time for monthly Stated
Session Meetings for 2018.



Reviewed and received the FPCR Manual of Administrative Operations for 2018.



Approved the recommendation from the Property & Finance Committee to approve a long-term rental of John
Knox Hall by “Champion Youth,” a non-profit cheerleading group, on Wednesday nights from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00
p.m., at a rate of $75 per night.



Approved the recommendation from the Property & Finance Committee to establish an Ad Hoc Committee to
review FPCR rental policies and procedures, and to establish guidelines for determining which rental
organizations meet or “fit” with our goals and purposes.



Approved the priority of re-keying and standardizing all keys and locks on the FPCR campus.



Reviewed the various activities and worship services for Lent and for Easter Sunday.
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Happy Birthday!
March 3

Jean Anderson Crowell

March 3

Michael Sihombing

March 4

Lorence Kayange

March 5
March 6

Neena Jacob
Margaret Ndipagbor

March 8

Alice Munde

Mar 11

Norma Pucek

Mar 11

Shannon Polchow

Mar 14

Sohail Sardar

March 17

Sana Shad

Mar 18

Evelina Sitompul

Mar 18

Cathy Smith

Mar 23

Claudette Lockwood

March 26

Jennifer Shad

Mar 27

Nayab Sanchez

Facilities Assistant Needed
The church personnel committee is looking for
church members who would be willing to serve as
Facility Assistants for special events held at the church.
The Facility Assistant would be responsible for
turning on heat or air conditioning as needed, opening
and closing the spaces being used, monitoring the use
of the facility to ensure that property is used safely,
assisting guests with set-up, making sure restrooms are
kept in order, directing guests to offsite parking areas if
necessary, removing trash if necessary, and generally
assisting the group using the facility as a cordial
emissary of the church. Training on the operation of the
sound system will be provided so the assistant can
provide technical support with the sound system.
Events requiring assistance might be weddings,
recitals, concerts, birthday celebrations, worship

services, memorial services, and even the occasional
Irish dance competition. The amount of time the Facility
Assistant would be required for each event varies from 2
hours to 8 hours and would usually be evenings or
weekends.
And, as if all of this doesn’t sound like enough
fun, there is an added incentive to volunteer your
services. This position pays $25 per hour with a 2 hour
minimum.
This position does include a bit of responsibility
so you must be 18 years or older to apply. We strongly
encourage our younger members to volunteer.
Contact the church office during regular office
hours if you have an interest in helping out.
(909) 793-2839 or fpcredlands@gmail.com
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February
Worship Schedule
March 4, 2018
First Reading
Second Reading
Sermon Title

3rd Sunday in Lent
Psalm 19:1-14
John 2:13-22
Market Place Faith

Spring ahead Saturday night March 11th before you
go to bed or you will be late for service on Sunday,
March 11!
March 11, 2018
First Reading
Second Reading
Sermon Title

4th Sunday in Lent
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
John 3:1-21
Live in the Light

March 18, 2018
First Reading
Second Reading
Sermon Title

5th Sunday in Lent
Jeremiah 31:31-34
John 12:20-33
Daring Faith

March 25, 2018
First Reading
Second Reading
Sermon Title

Palm Sunday
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
Mark 11:1-11
Parade of Faith

March 29, 2018

Maundy Thursday
at 6:00 P.M.
Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Remembrance of Me

Faith Formation

Sunday Mornings

Pastor Ron Duvall will start an Adult Education
Series entitled, Becoming: A Season of Rebirthing, on
Sundays at 11:00 a.m. after the 9:30 a.m. worship
service. You will experience the contemplative practice of
visio divina and centering prayer. The class will help us
explore questions that live deep within: Who am I, God?
Who are you, God? And Who are we, God? The medium of
film (visio) will be used to explore these topics.
Lent is a time of becoming, as our identity is
made new through Christ. It is a time to seek God ever
more faithfully, a time to call on God and confess our
propensity to turn away from God. It is also a time to
return to the deepest questions that simmer within us, as
we reaffirm our willingness to journey with God.
Sunday, March 4th
Sunday, March 11th
Sunday, March 18th
Sunday, March 25th
Thursday Mornings

First Reading
Second Reading
Meditation

March 30, 2018
Good Friday at 7:00 P.M.
Ecumenical Good Friday Service with Communion
First Presbyterian Church of Redlands
April 1, 2018
First Reading
Second Reading
Sermon Title

Easter Sunday
at 10:00 A.M.
Isaiah 25:6-9
Mark 16:1-8
Feared Faith

Adult Faith Formation—Becoming

Wait for It
Story Like This
Only Just Begun
Mourning by Morning
Sunrise

Sunrise is facilitated by
Pastor Cheryl, Chris Kane and Jerri
Rodewald. It takes place every
Thursday at 7:00 a.m. during Lent
through March 29th. Sunrise
participants gather in the narthex of the sanctuary and
participate in a spiritual practice known as Lectio Divina,
which simply translated means divine reading. This is a
contemplative way to enter the biblical text. It is an
opportunity to discern how God might be speaking into
one’s life at this particular time through a particular word
or phrase from a biblical text. As the psalmist reminds us
in the chaos of our daily lives, “Be still and know that I am
God.” Sunrise is an opportunity to be still by participating
in this contemplative practice.

Easter Sunday April 1st
7:00 A.M. Sunrise at the Bowl
10:00 A.M. All Church Worship Service in the
Sanctuary
Fellowship After Worship in John Knox Hall
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Contemplative Corner
Poetry as Lens of Faith—Reflecting on God’s presence in our lives.
By Pastor Cheryl
The Walk
Those of us who walk along this road
do so reluctantly
Lent is not our favorite time of year.
We’d rather be more activeplanning and scurrying around.
All this is too contemplative to suit us.
Besides we don’t know what to do
With piousness and prayer.
Perhaps we’re afraid to have time to think,
for thoughts come unbidden.
Perhaps we’re afraid to face our future
knowing our past.
Give us courage, O God,
to hear your word
and to read our living into it.
Give us the trust to know we’re forgiven,
and give us the faith
To take up our lives and walk.
As we walk through Lent, take some take to ponder this poem. What word or phrase catches your
attention? I know a line that jumps out for me is “to read our living into it.” This line reminds me that I am part of
God’s story and so are you. God’s word is made visible through us, yet what is God saying through us? Enjoy
reflecting on this poem throughout the month, for who knows how God might speak to you through it and to
others through you.
Ann Weems (July 9, 1934 - March 17, 2016) was a Presbyterian from a long line of Presbyterians. She
was a writer, speaker, liturgist and worship leader. I had the privilege of taking a worship class from her during
seminary. She had a way with words and she wrote seven books of poetry and creative worship liturgy. She
wrote, “Life is a celebration, an affirmation of God’s love.” Her writings reflect this truth.
New Office Hours Starting Monday, March 5th
Judy Tanner, who is our very capable office secretary and cheerful greeter of all who drop in to the church
office will be changing her time in the office starting Monday, March 5th to the following revised office hours:
Monday & Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday & Friday

10:30 A.M. to 2:30 P.M.
9:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M.
10:30 A.M. to 2:30 P.M.

Pastor Cheryl may be in the office at other times, so if you need to drop by outside of these office hours,
please call the office as Pastor Cheryl will answer the phone, if she is in and available. We thank you in advance
for making any adjustments necessary to accommodate this shift in office hours.

T he M e s s e n g e r
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Leadership Retreat Held
February 10, 2018

The leadership of the church, both Elders and Deacons, gathered on February 10 th. We began the morning with
scripture, Joshua 1:1-9. The clarion charge to God’s people was this: “Be strong and courageous!” This is our
charge as well. Yet, in order to move forward courageously, we need to know where we have been. We spent time
together sharing highlights and lowlights of the past, the present and our imagined future. There was energy in
the room as these lists were complied, for the calling of the church is to be the visible body of Christ in our
community. As Christ’s body we are to be a community that entrusts itself to God alone, a community that
envisions God’s new creation, a community demonstrating God’s reconciling power and transforming grace. We
are to be a community of witness that points beyond our self and this takes courage!
We then looked at the characteristics of dying churches and thriving churches, as chronicled in Thom
Rainer’s book entitled, “Autopsy of a Deceased Church: 12 Ways to Keep Yours Alive. Here is what your
leadership learned:
Dying Churches
Focused on Past
Fortress Mentality
Self-Focused
Great Omission
Ritual/Individual Prayer
Budget Focused Inward
Institutional (survival)
Things #1 (focus on things)

Thriving Churches
Focused on Future
Welcoming Mentality
Other Focused
Great Commission
Passionate/Group Prayer
Budget Focused Outward
Biblical (willing to die)
People #1 (willing to let go of things in
order to reach people)

In reading the lists, where do you think we stack up? Our discussion was challenging, yet hopeful. Leadership
knows that doing the same thing as we have always done will not yield different results. And so, everyone was
challenged to do some homework and watch Simon Sinek’s Ted Talk entitled “How Great Leaders Inspire Action,”
which can be found at https://www.ted.com/talks/simon_sinek_how_great_leaders_inspire_action. Your
leadership is exploring our “Why.” That is, “Why do we do what we do as church?” The challenge is to discern a
clear “Why” statement, so that we can then make decisions about our future direction based on our “Why.”
We broke for lunch and the Deacons received the afternoon off, while the Session regrouped to determine its
structure and leadership for 2018. We first catalogued the gifts and abilities of each Session member and only
then did we determine leadership roles, matching gifts and abilities with the work that needs to be done for us to
be God’s church. Here is the Session structure for 2018:
Christian Education
Fellowship
Personnel
Property and Finance
Outreach
Worship

Al Polchow, Moderator; Lori Zak
Ann Platz, Moderator; Harry Muaya
Sue Teele, Moderator; Marcia Fagan, Rich Frederick
Shirley Harry, Moderator; Dick Jones
Jerri Rodewald, Moderator
Moses Bakhsh, Modertaor; Albert Ompi

In addition to these elders, each committee is seeking additional congregational members who have a passion to
serve with them. Don’t wait to be asked, step up and share your interest with the Moderators or Pastor Cheryl!
(Continued on page 9)
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Do You Have Gifts to Share?

(Continued from page 8)

Do you have the gift of hospitality? Consider serving alongside of Ann and Harry. Are you handy with tools or like to
fix things? Do you dream of our facility being a blessing to our community? Then consider serving alongside Shirley
and Dick. Are you passionate about making a difference in the lives of others locally or globally, then consider
serving alongside Jerri. Is faith formation for all ages important to you, then join Al and Lori. If you have an artist
flare that could enhance worship, a heart for diversity or a deep love for music, then serve alongside Moses and
Albert. We are the body of Christ and you are an essential part!
The leadership of the church will be back together again on Saturday, March 17th. Between now and then be
praying for God’s wisdom for the leadership of this church, as they continue to discern our specific “Why.” “Why”
we do what we do as a church?
Is our “Why” to be a house of prayer for all nations?
Is our “Why” to sing a new song through music and the arts?
Is our “Why” to be a community of belonging for the broken hearted?
Is our “Why” to be compassionate activists for those without homes?
Is our “Why” to connect and deepen relationships across the generations?
Is our “Why” to be…
Why do we believe God has called us to be the church in this particular time and in this particular place? Share
your understanding of our “Why” with the Leadership Team. Your leaders are not discerning what we do, we are
discerning why we do what we do. What makes us come alive as God’s people?

A celebration of the life of Martha Jane Bannister is
scheduled to be held in the sanctuary of this church on
Saturday, March 3rd, at 10:00 a.m.
A reception will follow at Trinity Episcopal Church, 419 S. 4th
Street, in Redlands.

A celebration honoring Janet Green will be held in the sanctuary on Sunday,
March 4, 2018, at 2:00 p.m. with a reception following the service in John
Knox Hall. You are welcome to join the family in sharing memories.

T he M e s s e n g e r
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Clay Hunt Suicide Prevention for American Veterans ACT
Monica Frederick, a member of FPC Redlands, is a Mental Health
Professional who works with Veterans. She is inviting us to support this walk
for Suicide Prevention awareness.
There is no fee, but you do need to register at https://www.eventbrite.com/
e/clay-hunt-5k-walk-tickets-42329845708 or on the morning of the walk.
Let’s serve our community and help raise awareness, by walking together on
Saturday, March 24th.
The purpose of this 5K Walk is to raise awareness of the Clay Hunt Suicide Prevention for American Veterans (SAV)
ACT and to promote programs and resources available to eliminate veteran suicide. Location is 26001 Redlands
Boulevard, Redlands, CA 92373. If you need help with registration, please let the church office or Pastor Cheryl
know.
Changed Heart Categories:
Red: A person who has lost a loved one or friend to suicide.
Event Registration:
8:00 A.M.
Gold: A person who identified with, connected to, or supported a
5K Walk Begins:
9:00 A.M.
person with suicide ideation.
Blue: A person who recognizes the struggle and impact of suicide
ideation and is in full support of raising awareness.

One Great Hour of Sharing

It’s Lent and it’s time to think about the work of
the One Great Hour of Sharing and be a part of the
worldwide Christian response to needs around the
world. OGHS, as it’s known, began in 1949 to organize
an appeal for strengthening the vitally important relief
and rehabilitation work of the churches overseas.
Pulling together, “they could prove to the world the great
power generated when Christians unite in a common
cause.”
Today, 7 Christian denominations participate in
the One Great Hour of Sharing: American Baptist,

African Methodist Episcopal Zion, Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ), Cumberland Presbyterian Church,
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) United Church of Christ,
and Church World Service.
Together we raise $10
million a year. Each denomination manages its own
receipts.
The Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. divides its
offering equally for three programs: Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance, the Hunger Fund, and SelfDevelopment of People, maintaining the commitment of
the offering to respond to needs around the world.
We all are aware of disaster assistance as this
past year, many, many areas of our country and around
the world have been affected by disasters. Teams of
Presbyterians volunteer their time to participate in clean
-up, medical care, and feeding people.
You may
remember when teams went from this church to help in
New Orleans.
Hunger, malnutrition and starvation around the
world continue to be a serious issue for many, many
(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

people. This is unnecessary, since there is enough food
to feed everyone! Our church works to educate and
provide funds to change this devastating issue. Our
ongoing “2 cents makes good sense” monthly collection
aids the Hunger Fund.
There are several programs funded in Pacific
Presbytery, here in our Synod with Self Development of
People funds. One of those is Critical Mass Dance
Company, in Los Angeles. They are a young creative and
multiracial group that is focused on making this a better
world through movement and dance. They are a dance
company that supports community health, women’s
leadership and social change.
The important part of the Self Development of
People program is that the people, themselves, who are
seeking help, are the people that must put the program
together and run it. Truly self-development.
FISH banks are available for the children from
the church office, if you weren’t in church on Sunday.
Special envelopes are also available for your offering.
This is a great opportunity to chat with your children over
a meal about the different ways the OGHS helps people
around the world.
Each of the last two years, First Presbyterian
Church has raised approximately $950. We are hopeful
that our grand total this year will exceed $1,000.
Please be generous as we join with other Christians
throughout the world to be a visible witness to the world
of our awesome opportunity to be the great power
generated when Christians unite in a common cause.

A Message From the Deacons
Gayle Timilione

The Deacons of any church are the heart of the church
family, and if we are doing our job, we are also an
integral part of the community. As the hands of Christ on
earth, we strive to take care of one another, and that
support extends to agencies that assist others in our
community. We provide ongoing financial support,
through your donations, to Redlands Family Services,
Youth Hope, Veterans Affairs, Christian Counseling
Service, and most recently, the Redlands Police
Department Reunification Services.
Thank you all for your generous donations this
KNITTING COMPANIONS
past year, especially the donations to the two
fundraisers we depend upon, Easter Lilies and
Christmas Poinsettias. Our treasury received over
In March we will meet on Friday, the 16th, in
$1,600 during October, November, and December,
classroom one, at the church. Patti Robertson and
$1,000 of which was generated by the Christmas
Peggy Cavaghan have recently joined our knitting
Poinsettia campaign.
companions group. Come with your knitting or
In the coming year, we hope to arrange for a
crocheting and join us.
representative
from each of the organizations we
We started knitting some time ago and in looking
support,
to
relate
to you the compelling success stories
back find that we have been able to give 83 Prayer
that happen thanks to your support.
Shawls to friends in our congregation or friends of the
knitting group who are in need of comfort and prayers in
And while we are thanking the congregation for
their financial support, we should also mention the
times of great stress or sorrow.
generous donations of time and talent by all of the
If you do not know how to knit or crochet and
Deacons, Izar Martinez, Gayle Timilione, Joula Kussoy,
would like to learn, come join us and learn the basics.
Please contact Grace Baldwin, Jerri Rodewald, or Karen Kasim Barus, Alice Munde, Lynn Phelps, Lynn Jordan,
Jean Vieten, Terry Zeidler, Dorothy Moore, and our
Dwight for more information.
pastors, Cheryl Raine and Hart Tan.

F i r s t Pr e sb y t er i a n
C h u r c h o f R e d la n d s
100 Cajon Street
PO BOX 2009
Redlands, CA 92373

RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED

Phone: 909 793-2839
E-mail: fpcredlands@gmail.com
Visit us on the web at:
fpcredlands.org

Save Postage +
Save Paper =
Save $$
The First Presbyterian
Church of Redlands is
pleased to share its
newsletter with you. We
welcome comments!
You may also view this
newsletter on our website. Go to www, fpcredlands.org and then click
on The Messenger tab
at the top of the page.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
OF REDLANDS
An Inclusive Community of Faith, Hope and Love

The mission of the First Presbyterian Church
of Redlands is to grow spiritually with the
community by sharing the love of Jesus
Christ with all who seek to know God through
worship, prayer, fellowship, and evangelism.

