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 Easter arrives on April Fool’s Day 

this year and this brings to mind Apostle 

Paul’s words to the church at Corinth, 

“God’s foolishness is wiser than human 

wisdom.” It also brings to mind what two 

psalmists had to say, “Fools say in their 

heart, ‘There is no God.’” As a noun the 

word fool refers to a person who acts 

unwisely, imprudently or silly. As a verb 

the word fool means to trick or deceive. 
 And this is exactly what the 

principalities and powers of the Temple 

and the Roman Empire planned to do. It 

was remembered that Jesus had said, 

“After three days I will rise again,” so 

Pilate ordered soldiers to guard his 

tomb.  On the third day, when a great 

earthquake shook the earth, as an angel 

descended from heaven to roll back the 

large stone, the soldiers guarding the 

tomb became like dead men, reports 

the Gospel of Matthew.   
Some of the soldiers guarding 

the tomb, when they revived, went into 

the city and told the chief priests 

everything that had happened. Well, the 

chief priests, who had assembled with 

the elders, devised another plan. A large 

bribe was in the making, so that the 

masses would be deceived. The story 

the soldiers were to tell was this, “His 

disciples came by night and stole him 

away while we were asleep.” Jesus 

didn’t rise, his body was simply stolen 

and buried elsewhere. The Gospel of 

Matthew records, “And this story is still 

told to this day.” 
 Yes, fools say in their heart, 

“there is no God,” for Jesus died just like 

any other human being. Jesus’ disciples 

had planned all along to steal away his 

body and make it look like he rose from 

the dead! Really? Weren’t they locked 

behind closed doors in fear? Do we really 

believe that his disciples would risk life 

and limb for a lie they fabricated? Would 

you?  Would you concoct a story and then 

live into it with every fiber of your being, 

even if it might mean your own death? 
 Peter and John were arrested for 

speaking of the resurrection of the dead. 

The apostles were persecuted. Stephen 

was arrested and stoned to death. James 

was killed and Peter was imprisoned. In 

the face of persecution, arrest and even 

death, would the supposed concocted lie 

of those first disciples have been 

maintained? I doubt it. Those first 

disciples were willing to lay down their 

lives for the reality of the resurrection 

they experienced, not concocted.  
God’s foolishness – God with us - 

is wiser than human wisdom, for God 

conquered all, not with power or might, 

but with love. The incarnate love of God 

walked among us and taught us, “No one 

has greater love than this, [than] to lay 

down one’s life for one’s friends.” Yet, 

Jesus didn’t just lay down his life for his 

friends, he laid down his life for his 

enemies. “Love your enemies,” said 

Jesus.  God so loved the world, not just 

friends. 
God created us in love and we are 

made to love. Yet, as Richard Rohr 

reminds us, “Love is a choice. You have 

to choose to be loving. You have to 
(Continued on page 3) 
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SESSION MEMBERS 

Current members of  

the Session are: 

Moses Bakhsh 

Albert Ompi 

Sue Teele 

Marcia Fagan—  

Clerk of Session 

Harry Muaya 

Richard Frederick 

Lori Zak 

Jerri Rodewald 

Ann Platz 

Dick Jones 

Al Polchow 

Shirley Harry 



 

 The book selected for the April 5th  meeting is Almost Human, by Lee Berger, 

John Hawks, Harrison Ford (foreword), Douglas Chadwick (introduction). The meeting 

will be hosted by Joyce Crawford and the discussion will be led by Chris Kane.  
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FPC-Redlands Monthly Book Club 

 

April 1  Easter Sunday 
10:00 a.m. All Church Worship Svc. 

11:00 a.m. Brunch on the patio 

 

April 2  Monday 
7:00 p.m. Outreach Meeting 

 

April 4  Wednesday  
7:00 p.m. Choir Practice 

 
April 5  Thursday  

10:00 a.m. Deacons 

7:00 p.m. Book Club 
  

April 6  Friday 

10:00 a.m. Knitting Companions 
 

April 7  Saturday 
1:30 a.m. Lawrence Viewing 

200 p.m. Lawrence  Memorial  Svc. 

  (at Cortner’s Mortuary) 
  

April 8  Sunday  
 9:30 a.m. English Worship Service 

 5:00 p.m. Indonesian Worship Svc. 

 5:30 p.m. Youth  Study/Activities 
 

April 10 Tuesday 
5:15  Property & Finance 

 

April 11 Wednesday  
1:00 p.m. Lawrence Burial  

  (Riverside National  

   Cemetery) 

7:00 p.m. Choir Practice 

 

April 12 Thursday 

9:30 a.m. Christian Education 
 

April 15 Sunday  
 9:30 a.m. English Worship Service 

11:00 a.m. Adult Education  

 5:00 p.m. Indonesian Worship Svc. 

 5:30 p.m. Youth  Study/Activities 

 

April 16 Monday 
6:30 p.m. Session 

 

April 17 Tuesday 
1:30 p.m. Wenonah Circle 

   (classroom 1) 

 
April 18 Wednesday 

7:00 p.m. Choir Practice 

 

 April 19 Thursday 
11:00 a.m. Coffee Shop Circle 

 

April 22 Sunday 
 9:30 a.m. English Worship Service 

11:00 a.m. Adult Education  

 5:00 p.m. Indonesian Worship Svc. 

 5:30 p.m. Youth  Study/Activities 
 

April 29  Sunday 
 9:30 a.m. English Worship Service 

11:00 a.m. Adult Education  

 5:00 p.m. Indonesian Worship Svc. 

 5:30 p.m. Youth  Study/Activities 

April  2018 

 In May the group will explore The Miraculous Journey 

of Edward Tulane  by Kate Di Camilo.  Don’t let the fact that 

this is written by the incomparable  “children’s” writer, Kate 

DiCamilo, put you off. According to reviews on 

Goodreads.com, adults and children alike will be moved to 

tears by this miraculous story of a china rabbit who learns to 

open his heart to love. 

 The Fagans will host the gathering in May and Marcia 

will lead the discussion. 
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deliberately, consciously, intentionally choose to stay connected through your 

practice to the Source of Love, which is the heart of God.” 
Let’s be foolish and choose love. Let’s be foolish and live the power of the 

resurrection, which conquers not only death, but is able to make enemies friends. 
 

Willing to foolishly choose love, 

Pastor Cheryl 

(Continued from page 1) 

God created us in 

love and we are 

made to love. 

Curious About Church Membership? 

Bring Your Questions to Class! 

 
Our congregation is a gathering of God’s people engaged in the mission of God. Our 

congregation has members and also many regular visitors. So, how does one become 

a member of this particular church? One enters into membership in one of three 

ways: 

 
1. Public profession of faith and if not already baptized, the person making the 

profession of faith shall be baptized; 
2. Certificate of transfer, when a person is a member of another Christian church at 

the time of transfer; 
3. Reaffirmation of faith, for persons previously baptized in the name of the triune 

God and having publicly professed their faith. 

 
If you would like to explore membership with the First Presbyterian Church of 

Redlands, Pastor Cheryl will be offering the following opportunities in late April and 

early May: 

 Saturday, April 21st   1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Pastor Cheryl’s Home  

 Monday, April 30th   7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Pastor Cheryl’s Home 
 Wednesday, May 2nd 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Church – Classroom One

  
If none of these dates work with your schedule, please let Pastor Cheryl know of your 

interest and she will work with you, as needed.  The overall plan will be to receive a 

new members class during worship on Pentecost Sunday, May 20th.   

“Arise, shine, your light has come!” (based on Isaiah 60:1) is the theme for 

the Gathering. Held every three years, PW’s Churchwide Gathering is an event that 

celebrates, and can deepen your engagement, in all that Presbyterian Women does. 

Participants enjoy workshops, tours, forums, resource gathering, (and shopping!,) 

plenary sessions with inspiring speakers, worship, and more. PW’s triennial 

Business Meeting will take place just before the Churchwide Gathering (August 1–

2), where budget, leadership and programmatic emphases for the next triennium 

are decided. 

Full registration is $425. This includes three meals (lunch on Friday; dinner 

on Thursday and Saturday), programs, exhibits, workshops and a program book. 

Hotel, travel, other meals and mission tours are additional.  

Save the Dates 

August 2-5, 2018 

  

Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian Women  

Louisville, Kentucky  
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The Session Highlights for March will be transmitted via a separate email when they are available.  

 

 
Session Highlights March, 2018 

 By Marcia Fagan, Clerk of Session   

 

Save the Date and Reserve Your Seat 

Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast Thursday, May 3, 2018 
  

 The Redlands Area Interfaith Council (RAIC) cordially 

invites you to the 22nd Annual Redlands Mayor’s Prayer 

breakfast, which will be held in Orton Center at the University 

of Redlands on Thursday, May 3rd at 7:00 a.m. The address of 

the University is 1200 East Colton Avenue, Redlands, CA, 

although the Orton Center is nearer to Brockton.  

 The cost of the breakfast is $12.00. Please reserve 

your tickets on or before Friday, April 27, 2018. Applications 

are available in the church office. When choosing tables, you 

are encouraged to mix it up, rather than sit at a table with 

everyone you already know. Sound familiar?  

If you would like to sponsor additional seats for special guests, please contact Judy Cannon, RAIC President, at 

(909) 794-1889 or (909) 732-2920, or at jkcannon@roadrunner.com.  

Conference at the ESRI Learning Center 

Saturday, April 14 
 

 From 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Rescue Inland 

Empire will be holding a Conference at the ESRI 

Learning Center entitled, “Understanding the Seduction 

of Local Kids: Sex Trafficking”. Pre-registration is 

required and can be done at www.rescueie.com. The 

cost is $32.67 for general admission.  
 If you are interested in going, please let Jerri 

Rodewald, our Outreach Moderator, know. She is 

already signed up to attend! Scholarships may be 

available, if a need is expressed. The ESRI Learning 

Center is located at 767 West Redlands Boulevard, 

Redlands CA 92373.  

  

The Gift of the Connectional Church 

Per Capita  

 
 We each have the opportunity to support the gift 

of the Connectional Church. As of March 29, 2018 we 

have received $2,236 towards our commitment of 

$6,860, which represents $35.00 per member. Here is 

how this gift will be distributed:  

Presbytery                 $24.42 

Synod                        $   2.85 

General Assembly    $   7.73 

Our gift is paid in six increments starting in January. 

 
 Our Per capita offerings remind us that we are 

not one church, but one church of over 9,600 churches 

that make up the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.).  Together our national church, regional synod, 

and regional presbytery provide resources and mission 

connections that one church alone could not. If you 

haven’t had a chance to contribute per capita yet this 

year, please consider doing so! Thank you! 

 

http://www.rescueie.com
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Happy Birthday! 

April 1 Harrison Hamada 

April 3 Raheel Barkat 

April 4 Lynn Jordan 

April 5 Leslie Ann Platz 

April 6 Ryan Shad 

April 8 Jonah Cochran 

April 9 Enny Sitompul 

April 11 Sue Teele 

April 12 Rika Siringo Ringo 

April 16 Nathan Anderson Smith 

April 20 Ferrin Simanungkalit 

April 22 Thesa Melvina Santoso 

April 23 Choky S. Sitompul 

April 23 Cheryl Raine 

April 25 Toga Tua Sirait 

April 26 Frankie Kembuan 

 

 Do you remember what Paul said to the 

Corinthians, “For God’s foolishness is wiser than human 

wisdom?” This is a wonderful reminder for us on Easter 

Sunday given that Easter falls on April Fool’s Day this 

year. 

 So be foolish as God and wake up early and 

gather with the community at 7:00 a.m. at the Bowl. 

Chaplain Mike Ballinger for Plymouth Village takes the 

lead in arranging this service. Pastor Cheryl plans to 

experience this community event and she hopes others 

will join her. 

As a congregation, we will gather as a whole 

church and worship together at 10:00 a.m. in our 

sanctuary. We will celebrate the glory of Easter in the 

diverse languages of our congregation through music 

and spoken word! Come and celebrate the marvelous 

diversity of God’s beloved children, as we explore what 

the angel said to the women, “Do not be alarmed. Jesus 

has been raised; he is not here… But go, tell Jesus’ 

disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to 

Galilee.” 

After church, we will gather either on the upper 

patio or in John Knox Hall, depending on the weather, 

for refreshments, as we celebrate the joy of the risen 

Christ together.  Christ is alive and now living anew in 

each one of us. To God be the glory in all we do and say 

in the coming days! 

 

 

Easter Sunday Opportunities 

Sunrise at the Bowl at 7:00 a.m. and All Church Worship in the Sanctuary at 10:00 a.m. 
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April 1, 2018  10:00 A.M. - All Church  
    Easter Sunday 

First Reading   Isaiah 25:6-9 

Second Reading  Mark 16:1-8 

Sermon Title   Feared Faith 

 

April 8, 2018  2nd Sunday of Easter  

First Reading   Psalm 133:1-3 

Second Reading  John 20:19-31 

Sermon Title    Proof Needed 

 

April 15, 2018  3rd Sunday of Easter 

First Reading   Psalm 4:1-8 

Second Reading  Luke 24:36b-48 

Sermon Title    Life Giving  
      Witnesses 

 

April 22, 2018  4th Sunday of Easter 

First Reading   Psalm 23:1-6 

Second Reading  John 10:11-18 

Sermon Title    Lay It Down 

 

April 29, 2018  5th Sunday of Easter 

First Reading   Psalm 22:25-31 

Second Reading  John 15:1-5 

Sermon Title    Seeming  
      Contradiction  

April 

Worship Schedule 

 

Sunday April 15th, 22nd and 29th 

 

 Do you remember the days when Blue Laws 

impacted what could or could not be done on a Sunday? 

Blue Laws were designed to enforce religious standards, 

which often impacted what shopping could be done on 

Sundays. I think it is interesting to note that a Blue Law in 

Indiana that restricted the sale of alcoholic beverages 

was just repealed on February 28, 2018! Well, Blue Laws 

are from an era gone by and today Sundays look like any 

other day of the week. Yet, churches are well equipped for 

what was, when everybody in town was expected to be in 

church on Sunday mornings. 

 What are we to do? Tod 

Bolsinger, Vice President for 

Vocation and Formation (Fuller 

Theological Seminary) has 

some words of wisdom for 

churches as we lead in the 

uncharted territories of the 21st 

century.  We will be discussing 

Bolsinger’s book entitled, 

“Canoeing the Mountains: 

Christ ian Leadership in 

Uncharted Territories.” Pastor 

Cheryl will lead our discussions 

of the book by section. She has 

five copies of the book in her 

office available for free. 

 

April 15th Understanding Uncharted Territory –  

   Death of Christendom 

   We are wired to resist change 

April 21st On the Map and Off the Map Leadership  

   Accurately seeing ourselves and  

    defining reality 

April 29th Relationships and Resistance 

   Leading through uncharted  

    territories 

 

In three short sessions we will only be able to start the 

conversation, but hopefully it will help us imagine what it 

will mean for us to be the church in the uncharted 

territory of our present age. 

 

Adult Education 

Sundays after Worship  



 

Contemplative Corner 
Poetry as Lens of Faith—Reflecting on God’s presence in our lives. 

By Pastor Cheryl 

  

The Walk 

 

The hand of the Lord came upon me,  

And he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord 

and set me down in the middle of a valley; 

it was full of bones… 

The Lord said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” 

I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 

Then God said to me, “Prophesy to these bones…” 

Ezekiel 37:1-4a 

 
 Can these bones live?  Can we, with God’s help, prophesy and bring life from death? The stirring wildness 

of God is at work in the resurrection and is at work in us, as we dare to prophesy and dream dreams. God is not 

finished with us, not even if we feel like a valley of dry bones.  Hold fast to the glory of Easter in the days ahead, 

as you ponder these words offered by Ezekiel and Ann Weems.   
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The stirring wildness of God 

Calls brittle bones to leaping 

And stone hearts to soaring. 

     
Poem entitled Easter Morning  

by Ann Weems 
  

10th Annual Community Day of Service 
April 28, 2018, 9:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M 

(Includes Lunch!) 
 

 Jesus said, “Love your neighbor as 

yourself.” Well, we have a chance to love our 

neighbors by being part of a community workforce 

on Saturday, April 28th.  The City of Redlands, 

along with the help of The Church of Jesus Christ 

of Latter-Day Saints, is organizing the 10th Annual 

Community Day of Service. The Kiwanis Club is 

cooking lunch for all the volunteers, too!  

 Given that there are projects for all ages 

and skills, let’s love our city and join with others to 

bless our city.  Here are the different projects with 

the organizers of each project listed: 
 Heritage Park Amphitheater and grounds (ESRI) - Volunteers are needed to construct 800 linear feet of 

terraced seating at the Heritage Park amphitheater. Lots of rock moving, tree planting, fence painting, 

mulching, weeding, and curb replacement.  500+ volunteers are desired.  
 Community Park baseball fields (Optimist Club, Common Vision Coalition) - Volunteers will plant and beautify 

1200 linear feet of fence line along the north and east sides of the park. Approximately 400 plants need to be 

put in the ground.  150+ volunteers needed. 
 5th Avenue Tree Planting at Dearborn (Noon Rotary) - Many 15-gallon trees will be planted along both sides of 

5th Ave near Moore Middle School. 100 volunteers are needed to join Noon Rotary in lining the street with 

trees and mulch. Volunteers will also clean out weeds and trash.   
 You can register on line at http://www.redlandsservice.org/ or talk to Pastor Cheryl or Judy Tanner (in the 

church office) and we will make sure you get registered. Given that lunch is served at Heritage Park and it is where 

the most volunteers are needed, I suggest we pick this project! Our high-school and college youth could do some 

rock lifting and the rest of us could do weeding and mulching!  
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Leadership Retreat—Part Two 

Held March 17, 2018 

  
On St. Patrick’s Day the Session and Deacons came together for our leadership retreat part two. We started the 

morning in Luke’s Gospel asking the question, “Who is this Jesus that we follow?” We walked through Luke 

reading the teachings of Jesus, and read the  proclamation by the angel in the annunciation, “For nothing will be 

impossible for God.” We listened to these readings asking, “How might a particular reading speak to our ‘Why’ 

and our future together?” Here are the verses that touched us most deeply: 

 
 “For nothing will be impossible with God.” (Luke 1:37) “What is impossible for mortals is possible for 

God.” (Luke 18:26); 
 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you 

will be forgiven; give and it will be given to you.” (Luke 6:37-38a); 

 “Every kingdom divided against itself becomes a desert.” (Luke 11:17b); 
 “So, he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I 

find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?’ He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until 

I dig around it and put manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it 

down.’” (Luke 13:7-9); 

 “I will tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.” (Luke 19:40); 
 “So, I say to you, ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened to 

you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the 

door will be opened.” (Luke 11:9-10); 
 “From everyone to whom much has been given, much will be required; and from the one to whom much has 

been entrusted, even more will be demanded.” (Luke 12:48b). 

 
Holding these verses in our hearts, the leadership was asked to walk and witness our entire facility inside and 

out, upstairs and downstairs, paying attention to what they noticed and how what they noticed might speak to our 

“Why” and our future together. 

 

What transpired after the walk was energizing as thoughts were shared: 

Tremendous possibilities     Courtyard a place to reflect 

Limitless possibilities      New classroom carpet upstairs 

Amazing       New John Knox Hall doors 

Surprised       Vacant Lot is an eye sore 

Encouraged       Fenced off areas - unwelcoming 

Availability       Closed off campus 

Vastness       How much is not used 

Huge        Dated, including our signage 

Sanctuary is beautiful      Library area is filled with junk 

Sanctuary possibilities      A waste 

Courtyard is a great place to do things    Frustration 

How much prime real estate we have    Basement - Nothing has changed 

Realizing how much updating work has been done  Accordion partition in JKH is in disrepair 

 

Here are some of the possibilities that have emerged for our “Why”: 

 A church whose passion for Christ is fueled by welcoming questions without judgement; 

 A church whose passion for Christ is fueled through hospitality; 

(Continued on page 9) 
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 A church whose passion for Christ is fueled by our diversity and inclusion; 

 A church whose passion for Christ is fueled by and through the arts ; 
 A church whose passion for Christ is fueled by bringing people together – connectional, multi-generationally, 

multi-ethnically (creating a beloved community through authentic relationships). 

 
How can you participate, as the leadership continues the discernment of our “Why” and how God is calling us into 

the future? 

 Immerse yourself in God’s story 

Does a consistent theme tug at your heart from scripture?  

Has there been a consistent theme throughout our history as God’s people? 

 Ignite your passion for the Gospel 

Do you really believe that faith makes life more meaningful?  

What are you willing to risk to draw others to Christ? 

 Communal as well as individual Prayer 

Are you willing to listen deeply for God’s voice in your life and in our life together church? 

How might we discern God’s voice to us? 

 Listening to those in our Community 

Could our “why” be uncovered by asking others in our city what is most needed? 

What is the greatest need in the city? Do we have the gifts and resources to respond collaboratively? 

 
Engage the leaders of this church with your reflections. What about God’s story is compelling for you? How can we 

share what compels us with others? How do you feel God calling us to connect with our community? As Carey 

Nieuwhof cautions, “You can’t build the future of the church on passionless, disengaged people. Nor can you build 

it on consumers.” Nieuwhof challenges us as a church, one body with many members, to find our passion and to 

be engaged in reaching beyond ourselves. May it be so!  

 

 

  

 
A memorial service will be held for Edie Lawrence at Cortner Memorial 

Chapel, 221 Brookside Avenue, on Saturday, April 7.  Viewing will 

begin at 1:30 with a service to follow at 2:00 p.m. A graveside service 

will commence at 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, April 11, at Riverside 

National Cemetery, 22495 Van Buren Blvd. in Riverside. 

(Continued from page 8) 

Cummings Peace Lecture at University of Redlands 

 
 Saturday, April 4th, at 7:00 p.m. Professor De La Torre, author of 

Embracing Hopelessness, the third book in an organic trilogy of works, will discuss 

hopelessness as it relates to the world of today.  His call for an “ethic that messes 

with” the structures of our world is singularly relevant. His third book is a guide for 

such a response.  
 This is a Cummings Peace Lecture and will be held at the Orton Center, 

University of Redlands. 

    

 



 

100 Cajon Street 

PO BOX 2009 

Redlands, CA  92373 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

Firs t  Presbyter ian  
Church of  Redlands  

The mission of the First Presbyterian Church 

of Redlands is to grow spiritually with the 

community by sharing the love of Jesus 

Christ with all who seek to know God through 

worship, prayer, fellowship, and evangelism. 

F I R ST  PR ESBYTER IA N  CH U RCH  
O F  RED LAN D S  

Phone: 909 793-2839 

E-mail: fpcredlands@gmail.com 

 

Visit us on the web at: 

fpcredlands.org  

 

 

Save Postage + 

Save Paper = 

Save $$ 

 
The First Presbyterian 
Church of Redlands is 
pleased to share its 
newsletter with you.  We 
welcome comments!   

 

You may also view this 
newsletter on our web-
site.  Go to www, fpcred-
lands.org and then click 
on The Messenger tab 
at the top of the page. 

 

  

An Inclusive Community of Faith, Hope and Love 

 

http://1stpresbyterianchurchofredlands.weebly.com/
http://fpcredlands.org
http://fpcredlands.org

