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Adventure or Die
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SESSION MEMBERS
Current members of
the Session are:
Moses Bakhsh
Albert Ompi
Sue Teele
Marcia Fagan—
Clerk of Session
Harry Muaya
Richard Frederick
Lori Zak
Jerri Rodewald
Ann Platz
Dick Jones
Al Polchow
Shirley Harry

I have been listening to a
podcast entitled, “Can These Bones
Live?”* It is a free podcast produced by
Faith and Leadership that asks a fresh
set of questions about leadership and
the future of the church. The episodes
feature conversations with leaders from
the church and other fields to breathe
life into leaders struggling in the “valley
of dry bones.”
Today, the church with a capital
“C” finds itself in a “valley of dry bones,”
given the dramatically changing
landscape of our culture and world.
What once was is no longer. What once
was will not return. Yet, the pull of
Christendom is strong. If only, people
would stop playing soccer on Sunday
mornings. If only, young families and
children would show up in droves on
Sunday morning. If only things could be
as we remember them twenty, forty and
even sixty years ago, when it seemed
everyone (almost) went to church.
Yet, the mighty winds of change
continue to blow, even violently at times,
and our nostalgia is not going to bring
back what once was. So, what are we to
do? According to Tod Bolsinger, as a
church we will have to adventure or die.
We will have to experiment and be
willing to fail, only to experiment again,
unless we want to become a valley of
dry bones.
So, what adventure would you
like this church to take? What
experiment sounds worth the risk? Are
you willing to risk welcoming the mighty
wind and dancing flames of the Spirit

into your own life? You see adventuring
isn’t just about your leadership team or
your pastor, it is about all of us together
discerning the Spirit’s invitation or maybe
even push into the future, because
yesterday is really not coming back.
In the last two months, I have
shared with you the results of two
leadership gatherings. And at our April
session meeting, I again pressed the
session to uncover our “why” as a church
and the following two passions seem to
resonate most deeply for who we believe
God is calling us to be:
1. A church whose passion for Christ is
fueled by welcoming questions
without judgment;
2. A church whose passion for Christ is
fueled by creating a beloved
community
with
authentic
relationships – connectional, multigenerational, and multi-ethnical.
What adventure, experiment or risk might
we take, if these two passions are to be
the basis of our decisions about our
future as a church? What new thing might
the Spirit bring to life among us based on
these passions? Share your thoughts with
the leaders of this church. What would
you do and how would you participate?
“Leadership today,” says
Bolsinger, “is about learning how to ask
new questions.” It is not about coming up
with solutions, as if all we had to do is try
harder or do better and the world would
return to the way it once was.
Transformation of the “Can-these-bones(Continued on page 3)
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FPC-Redlands Monthly Book Club
The book selected for the May 3rd meeting is The
Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane by Kate Di Camilo.
The meeting will be hosted by the Fagans and Marcia will lead
the discussion.

In June the group will explore Ghettoside by Jill Leovy. Here
is the kaleidoscopic story of the quintessential American murder-one young black man slaying another--and a determined crew of
detectives whose creed was to pursue justice at all costs for its
forgotten victims.
Grace Baldwin will host the gathering .

May 2018

May 2
1:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Wednesday
New Member Class
Choir Practice

May 3
10:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

Thursday
Deacons
Book Club

May 4
10:00 a.m.

Friday
Knitting Companions

May 6
9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

Sunday - Communion
English Worship Service
Bread for the World
Adult Education
Indonesian Worship Svc.

May 7
7:00 p.m.

Monday
Outreach Meeting

May 8
5:15 p.m.

Tuesday
Property & Finance

May 9
11:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

Wednesday
PW Luncheon
Choir Practice

May 10
9:30 a.m.

Thursday
Christian Education

May 13
9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

Sunday
English Worship Service
Adult Education
Indonesian Worship Svc.
Youth Study/Activities

May 14
5:00 p.m.

Monday
Worship Committee

May 16
7:00 p.m.

Wednesday
Choir Practice/Party

May 17
11:00 a.m.
1:30 p.m.

Thursday
Coffee Shop Circle
Wenonah Circle

May 20
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Pentecost Sunday
All Church Worship Svc.
Brunch

May 21
6:30 p.m.

Monday
Session

May 22
12:00 p.m.

Tuesday
Bridge Club

May 27
9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

Sunday
English Worship Service
Adult Education
Indonesian Worship Svc.
Youth Study/Activities

May 28
Monday
Memorial Day—Office Closed
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“Leadership
today,” says
Bolsinger, “is about
learning how to ask
new questions.”

live?” type will not happen through the efforts of one person or even a couple of
people, no matter how gifted. Our transformation as a church will be a team effort,
for the Holy Spirit is poured out upon all of us. The Spirit will then send us out
together aflame with new life. Let’s get to adventuring!
Ready for the adventure,
Pastor Cheryl
* https://www.faithandleadership.com/can-these-bones-about-podcast

Presbyterian Youth Summer Camp
Big Bear Lake
There is nothing quite like a youth camp experience, whether a weekend or more.
Getting together with other youth to explore faith, while having fun, creates
memories and often deepens faith. I remember many youth camp experiences, all of
which contributed to my own faith formation. The Christian Conference Center in Big
Bear Lake, which is Presbyterian, has youth camp experiences available this
summer. Here are the dates:
Junior Camp
Junior Camp

July 1-7
July 8-14

Students entering 4th – 6th grade
Students entering 7th – 8th grade

LEAD for High School
Students entering 9th – 12th grade
Session 1
July 1-7
Session 2
July 8-14
The cost is $400 per student and registration forms can be found online:
http://www.bigbearlakechristianconferencecenter.com/summer-camp
Consider sending your student to camp or if you are a college student, consider being
on staff for two weeks! Risk the adventure of a youth camp experience!

Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian Women
Louisville, Kentucky

Save the Dates
August 2 - 5, 2018

“Arise, shine, your light has come!” (based on Isaiah 60:1) is the theme for
the Gathering in Louisville, Kentucky. Held every three years, PW’s Churchwide
Gathering is an event that celebrates, and can deepen your engagement, in all that
Presbyterian Women does. Participants enjoy workshops, tours, forums, resource
gathering, (and shopping!,) plenary sessions with inspiring speakers, worship, and
more. PW’s triennial Business Meeting will take place just before the Churchwide
Gathering (August 1–2), where budget, leadership and programmatic emphases for
the next triennium are decided.
Full registration is $425. This includes three meals (lunch on Friday; dinner
on Thursday and Saturday), programs, exhibits, workshops and a program book.
Hotel, travel, other meals and mission tours are additional.
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Property and Finance Report
Have you noticed the new doors to John Knox Hall (JKH)? How about the new wainscoting in the JKH entry
way? Can you hear better in the sanctuary? Well, one of our speakers was not working and now it is fixed and our
new sound board is up and running, too! Have you noticed that only one Jacaranda tree has new growth?
Unfortunately, it appears that one of the trees is diseased and will need to be removed in the near future. We
also just had an engineering firm evaluate the size of a replacement boiler, given that our existing boiler for the
sanctuary is nearing the end of its life. Just like a home, our facility is always in need of some tender loving care.
A major project that will be completed in May is the rekeying of our entire facility to a master key system.
If you are key holder, you have been asked to come in and see Judy Tanner to sign for and obtain a new key. All
keys will be sequentially numbered and are not to be duplicated. This rekeying will give us key access to all rooms
on campus, which we currently do not have. The kitchen door will have an electronic access and individual codes
will be assigned and activity of entry will be recorded. Volunteer Paul Raine is the project manager of this project
for the committee. He is working with Redlands Lock and Key.
Your Property and Finance committee assesses and then recommends to session what needs to be done
to continually improve our campus. Some decisions can be made immediately, while others require significant
research, time, energy, and investment to make it happen. If you see something that needs attention, please let
Judy Tanner in the office know!

Redlands Festival of Arts
May 26-27, 20018
Our very own Shirley Harry, the Festival
Chairwoman, invites you to enjoy the Redlands Festival
of Arts, which takes place Saturday, May 26th and
Sunday, May 27th from 10:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. Of
course, after worship if you want to attend on Sunday!
The festival is literally in our backyard, at Smiley
Park. There will be over 100 talented artists displaying
their work. There will also be food trucks and a kid’s
zone. Smiley Library and the Lincoln Shrine well also be
opened to visitors. Here are a few tips to enjoy the
festival:
1. Come early and spend the day, as there will be
plenty to do and plenty of food;
2. Visit with friendly featured artists who work in all
kinds of media;
3. Bring children, there are activities just for them;
4. Enjoy the live entertainment.
The God whom we worship is a creating God,
and humanity is created in God’s image. This festival
celebrates those who engage in their God given
creativity – come and see their works!
Shirley provides this detail about street
closures: Fourth Street will be closed from the north
end of our parking lot to Vine Street, so access to our
parking lot must be from Olive. Eureka Street will also
be closed from the Contemporary Club parking lot to
Vine Street. Vine street will be open, so parking is
available on the north side of the church.

Another Opportunity to Bless Our Community
Family Services Association of Redlands
Stepping Up to Stop Hunger
Redlands Hunger Walk
Saturday, June 2, 2018
The 4th Annual Redlands Hunger Walk is just
around the corner. It will be held on Saturday, June 2,
2018. The walk takes place on the University of
Redlands campus and the money raised helps bring
awareness to hunger and food insecurity issues within
our community. Teams, minimum of 10 walkers, are
encouraged and welcomed. Last year Team
Presbyterian was over 20 strong! How many walkers
can we amass this year for the 5K walk?
Registration is due by Tuesday, May 22nd. So, let
Judy Tanner or Pastor know of your commitment by
Sunday, May 20th. The cost for teams is $25 per walker,
with children 12 and under $4 per walker. Please let
either Judy Tanner or Pastor Cheryl know if you would
like to walk! Registration includes a t-shirt, swag bag,
and pancake breakfast from our local Kiwanis Nook
Club. Let’s step up to stop hunger and bless our
community.
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Happy Birthday!
May 3

Christine Lee Smith

May 5

Fredy Sugito

May 6

Azwar Jacob

May 8
May 13

Sharoon Suhail
Karen Buel

May 14

Sumeel Jacob

May 15

Barbara Cogorno

May 15

Chris Foster

May 24

Jack Brennan

May 25

Jane Dana

May 26

Al Polchow

May 30

Sara Alfred

May 31

Jeri Bray Chao

Dear Congregation,
Joyful surprises abounded as you helped me celebrate
my birthday on April 25th. Thank you for your generous spirits
that made not only my day, but week a celebrations from
Sunday to Sunday, given that my birthday was Wednesday!
With gratitude,
Pastor Cheryl

Faith Formation – Adult Education
Sunday at 11:00 A.M.
On May 6th at 11:00 a.m. we will continue our
conversation on Canoeing the Mountain. This may not be
our last conversation either, as the book has a wealth of
information for us to mine as we move into our future.
On May 13th at 11:00 a.m. we will welcome
Linda Carrier who will share the Art of Story Telling with
us. She will bring to life a biblical story and then we will
engage the story with our questions.
On May 27th at 11:00 a.m. we will have another
opportunity to explore the Art of Story Telling as we
engage another story from the scriptures. Pastor Cheryl
will facilitate this class.

Next Stated Meeting of the
Presbytery of Riverside
Saturday, June 2, 2018
Registration starts at 9:30 A.M.
Meeting starts at 10:00 A.M.
Your pastor may be a few minutes late to this
meeting, given that she will be stepping up to stop
hunger first thing Saturday, June 2nd. (see details on
the previous page)
The Presbytery meeting will be held at the
First Presbyterian Church of San Bernardino, located
at 1900 N. D Street in San Bernardino. Please pray
for our commissioners and our Presbytery, as they
discern the mind of Christ and work together to
further Christ’s mission within and even beyond our
geographic bounds.
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Page 6

May
Worship Schedule

Your Mission Dollars at Work

News From the Outreach Committee
May 6, 2018

Bicycle Classic Weekend

English 9:30 a.m.
First Reading

Psalm 22:25-31

Second Reading

John 15:1-8

Message

Seeming Contradiction

Indonesian 5:00 p.m.
May 13, 2018

Women of the Church
and Mother’s Day

English 9:30 a.m.
First Reading

Psalm 98:1-9

Second Reading

John 15:9-17

Message

A Disciplined Habit

Indonesian 5:00 p.m.
May 20, 2018

Pentecost All Church
Worship at 10:00 a.m.

First Reading

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b

Second Reading
Message

Ezekiel 37:1-14
Come Alive!

May 27, 2018

Memorial Day Weekend
and Art Festival Weekend

English 9:30 a.m.
First Reading

Isaiah 6:1-8

Second Reading

Romans 8:12-17

Message

Deficit or Dignity?

Indonesian 5:00 p.m.

At the April meeting of the Outreach Committee, we
learned about the program, Thrive Single Moms, started
here in Redlands in 2014, by Brandi Dailey, now the
Executive Director. Brandi started the project because
she was a single mom, homeless, and in need of help.
Knowing that there were many others, just like her,
struggling to meet the daily challenges of raising children,
holding down a job, and providing for their family, Thrive
Single Moms came into being.
Their mission statement: “Thrive is a nonprofit
organization created by single moms for single moms.
We understand the challenges that come with leading a
family on your own. We believe that there is power in
community. We focus on creating opportunities for single
mom families to develop self-sufficiency by meeting real
needs with practical ministry. Through our
comprehensive Empowerment Program we focus on
creating overall health and opportunities for single moms
to pursue their purpose.” Their three-point program is
Engage, Equip, Empower.
The Outreach Committee voted to send them $500 for
their work. On Thursday, May 10, from 9:00 to 11:30
a.m. First Presbyterian Church will host a Mentor
Workshop in Room One for potential mentors. Women,
who themselves have survived being single moms, are
invited to participate in this workshop with the hope of
becoming a mentor for one of the families currently at
Thrive. If you’ve been a single mom, and are interested
in mentoring someone, please be in touch with Jerri
Rodewald, by phone or email, or Brandi Dailey directly at
brandid@thrivesinglemoms.org.
To learn more about this exciting program, go to Thrive
Single Moms.org
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Contemplative Corner
Poetry as Lens of Faith—Reflecting on God’s presence in our lives.
By Pastor Cheryl

“And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of violent wind, and it filled the entire house where
they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.”
Something extraordinary happened that first Pentecost and continues to happen each and every day among us.
Ann Weems wrote the following poem about what the Holy Spirit can do among us. Yes, among even us! Spend
some time with this poem this month and listen for the Spirit’s mighty wind and dancing of flames in your life.
How is God speaking into your life? How is God speaking into our life together as a church? As Ann writes, “The
mantle is on our shoulders.” So, how will we be the church?
The church is Pentecost.
The Holy Spirit is poured out upon us
and sends us out together
aflame with new life,
inheritors of the wealth of God:
life abundant.
We are liberated from the prisons of pettiness,
jealousy, and greed,
liberated to be the church.
We are freed to free others.
We are affirmed to affirm others.
We are loved to love others.
We are family;
we are community.
We are the church triumphant –
you, me, anyone who would come unto the Lord –

renewed, redirected, empowered
to change things and lives
together in love and wholeness.
We are the Lord’s church,
the church of justice and mercy,
the people sent to open prisons,
to heal the sick
to clothe the naked
to feed the hungry
to reconcile
to be alleluias when there is no music.
The mantle is upon our shoulders.
Joy is apparent in our living.
We have been commissioned to be the church
of Jesus Christ.

Note: Ann Weems was a noted writer and author of seven books, a speaker, liturgist and worship leader.
I had the privilege of taking a seminary worship class from Ann Weems and what a joy it was!

Faith and Family Night
Inland Empire 66ers
The Inland Empire 66ers Faith and Family Night is Friday, May 18th 7:30 P.M. to 9:30
P.M. Come out to the ballpark with friends and family and watch the 66ers taken on
the Lancaster Jethawks. The game is held at the San Manuel Stadium, 280 S E St,
San Bernardino, CA 92401.
A pre-game concert and discounted tickets are available for churches. If you are interested let the office know and
we will see if we can round up a crowd (need 15 or more to qualify for discounts) to enjoy an evening out watching
baseball. Janet Stark at jarrez@IE66ers.com or (909) 495-7658 can help us with the paperwork! Anyone up for
the game?

T he M e s s e n g e r
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Pentecost Offering

A Message From the Deacons
Eastertide Blessings to all!
The Board of Deacons wish to send
a great big THANK YOU to everyone
who supported our projects
through your Easter Lily donations.
We received approximately $1500
just from the lilies, and around $600 given through the
Deacon Fund. Your generosity is amazing and so greatly
appreciated!!
We'd like to remind the congregation about
where your contributions go:
 Family Service, Home Again, and Peanut Butter and
Rice Fund;
 Youth Hope;
 VA Charitable Bus Passes;
 Christian Counseling Services.

The annual Pentecost Offering will be taken on
Sunday, May 20. One of the four special PC(USA)
offerings, this offering is designated for children at risk,
youth and young adults. Forty per cent of the offering
stays here for our church to determine local children’s
programs that will benefit.. In years past, First
Presbyterian Church has supported the CASA program
(Court Appointed Special Advocates) and Redlands
Community Center annual memberships at $20 each
for children seeking scholarships. Nationwide, the
“Educate a Child, Transform the World” initiative
inspires, equips and engages Presbyterians to make a
difference in education nationwide.
The Young Adult Volunteer (YAV) program is a
one-year service opportunity for young adults from 19
to 30 years old. They are exposed to some of the
hardest problems in the world—poverty, violence, and ```````````````````````````````````````````````
Presbyterian Women
reconciliation and learn to share the good news of
Day of Mission Luncheon
Jesus Christ while living and reflecting with other
volunteers on the meaning and motivation of their faith.
Wednesday, May 9, 2018,
We will inform you as to how the 40 per cent we
11:00—2:00
P.M. the annual PW
retain is used, and encourage you to give generously to
luncheon
will
be held in John Knox
the Pentecost offering as we support and encourage
Hall.
Dr.
Lusiana
Kartawidjaja, of
children and young people along their faith journeys.
Medical Task Force International, will be the key
`````````````````````````````````````````````` speaker. The PW Birthday Offering will be accepted.
If you would like to attend, please let Karen
Support Youth FPC Youth Programs – Buy Scrip!
Dwight know (909) 794-2386, by May 8 to facilitate
planning. Bring a salad to share, a pair of scissors, and
During
t h e a portable sewing machine if you have one.
Christmas
holidays
everyone thinks of buying ```````````````````````````````````````````````
scrip gift cards, but did
Redlands Bicycle Classic
you know that you can
support the Christian
Cyclists from around the world will be
Education Ministry year competing for ranking on Redlands City streets again
around by purchasing from May 2nd through the 6th. Race information may
cards for yourself? You be found at www.redlandsclassic.com.
can buy cards for everything from groceries to gas.
Getting to church on the 6th should pose no
Movie theater tickets cost less than at the box office for great hardship if you remember to use Olive Ave. to 4th
many films and usually can be used even for 3D St. from the west and Cajon and Nordina from the
showings.
south. Race officials will be directing traffic to ensure
Your purchase gives you a gift card for the face that you can get through with only occasional, short
value with no transaction fee, while the church earns a waits.
small commission. What a great way to support our
Come out and join the fun after the worship
youth activities! See Lori Zak or Terry after the service service. There is something for everyone: kids races;
to learn more about how you can purchase everything pro stage races; amateur races, vendor booths and
from groceries to gas through SCRIP.
more.
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BREAD FOR THE WORLD
2018 Offering of Letters

On Sunday, May 6, First Presbyterian Church will participate in the annual Offering of
Letters sponsored by Bread for the World. Tables will be set up in the Narthex for you
to write your letter to your Senators and Congressperson. Sample letters will be
available; paper, envelopes, pens and stamps will be provided!

Let’s let our
voices be heard!

Your letters will provide hope and opportunity for those living with hunger in the U.S.
and around the world. This year’s theme is “For Such a Time as This”. The budget
passed by Congress earlier this year made deep cuts in overseas contingency funding
which provide essential support for development assistance and emergency food
programs in Africa and other areas threatened by famine. Health, housing and
nutrition programs that are lifelines to the 1 in 8 Americans who live at risk of hunger
are also threatened.
Please be sure to stop at the tables in the Narthex to write your letter on Sunday, May
6th. The letters will then be part of the offering the next Sunday. Let’s let our voices
be heard!

First Presbyterian
supports young
musicians!

THE REDLANDS SYMPHONY 2018 SUMMER MUSIC
ACADEMY
IS COMING TO
THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF REDLANDS
The Redlands Symphony Summer Academy returns to our campus from July 9
-20, 2018, and they are making it even better than last year! Students musicians age
8-14 of all skill levels receive training in choir, music theory, music history as well as
instrumental instruction.
Here is the web address for even more information: https://
www.redlandssymphony.com/summer-music-academy. Call the Symphony office at
909.587.5565 to register and stay up-to-date on important information. We look
forward to welcoming the academy back to our campus. Make sure to set aside time
on Friday, July 20th to come and enjoy the final concert!

T he M e s s e n g e r
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Session Highlights March and April, 2018
By Marcia Fagan, Clerk of Session

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held regularly scheduled Stated Session Meetings on
Monday, March 19, 2018 and Monday, April 16, 2018 and took the following actions at the meetings:
Received the Financial Report for the month ending March 31, 2018:
Total Income:
Total Expenditures:
Excess Income/Expenses:

$ 23,070.77
$ 24,027.03
($956.26)

Balance in General Account:

$59,999.26



Received the 2017 Annual Financial Review, conducted by two Ruling Elders.



Approved the recommendation from Worship Committee to purchase 50 additional hymnals for the
sanctuary at a cost of $1,075, and approved the recommendation to solicit donations from the congregation
to help pay for these hymnals.



Approved the development of a Safety Team to develop procedures for emergency preparedness for the
church and for Sunday services.



Approved the baptism of Zyana Mariam Medlicott, daughter of Nick and Komal Medlicott, for Easter Sunday,
April 1, 2018.



Approved the reinstatement of members Jim Rager, Jr. and Kristen Rager, and the transfer of membership
for Dr. Peggy Cavaghan. These new and returning FPCR members will be recognized with other new
members at an upcoming Worship Service.



Received the $5,000 settlement check from T-Mobile (for improvements not made as agreed upon), and
approved that these funds go towards campus capital projects.

T he M e s s e n g e r

Community Day of Service
On Saturday, April 28, 2018 we had twelve
volunteers from the church participate in the
10th Annual Community Day of Service at
Heritage Park. Our volunteers moved rocks to
help build an amphitheater, planted a tree,
spread manure and pulled weeds. Then the
volunteers enjoyed lunch provided by Kiwanis.
A big thank you to everyone who shared their
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F i r s t Pr e sb y t er i a n
C h u r c h o f R e d la n d s
100 Cajon Street
PO BOX 2009
Redlands, CA 92373

RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED

Phone: 909 793-2839
E-mail: fpcredlands@gmail.com
Visit us on the web at:
fpcredlands.org

Save Postage +
Save Paper =
Save $$
The First Presbyterian
Church of Redlands is
pleased to share its
newsletter with you. We
welcome comments!
You may also view this
newsletter on our website. Go to www, fpcredlands.org and then click
on The Messenger tab
at the top of the page.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
OF REDLANDS
An Inclusive Community of Faith, Hope and Love

The mission of the First Presbyterian Church
of Redlands is to grow spiritually with the
community by sharing the love of Jesus
Christ with all who seek to know God through
worship, prayer, fellowship, and evangelism.

