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 I remember having to memorize various bible verses, as I was growing up in the 

Presbyterian Church. Vacation Bible Schools always had memory verses such as, 

“Be strong and very courageous,” “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do 

not lean on your understanding,” “Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of 

living water,” and “Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God,” to 

name just a few.   

One of my favorite memory verses comes from my youth group days and it was 

referred to as “Two Fourteen It.” “Do all things without grumbling and 

complaining.” In case you don’t know where to find this particular verse, it is in 

Paul’s letter to the church at Philippi. You guessed it – chapter two verse fourteen! 

 What scriptures do you know by heart? When did you learn them and how have 

they shaped you?  As I write this article, verses flood my memory. What about 

you?  How has memorizing scripture shaped you? How is scripture continuing to 

shape you? 

One verse of scripture that continually shapes me is found in First Thessalonians. 

Although, this is not a book that most of us frequent, it has some short verses that 

pack a powerful punch. Here is one, “Rejoice always.” This is not an easy feat, 

especially with life’s twists and turns. Yet, even in the most difficult 

circumstances, if we pause to remember God’s promises, “Lo, I am always with 

you until the end of the age,” and “I will never leave you or forsake you,” rejoicing 

may be possible. I know these scriptural promises have helped me at times in my 

own life. 

But, the one verse from First Thessalonians that continually shapes my life is this: 

“Pray without ceasing.” At first glance, it sounds impossible. No one can pray 

continually, especially if prayer is defined solely by words. Yet, what if prayer is 

something more that words?  What if our whole life is to be a prayer?  

(Continued on page 8) 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN MONTHLY BOOK CLUB 

By now book club members have 

probably finished reading 

Ghettoside by Jill Leovy and are 

eager to share their thoughts on 

Thursday, June 7th, at 7:00 p.m. 

Grace Baldwin is looking forward 

to hosting the group at her house 

in Grand Terrace. 

Between the World and Me, 

written by Ta-nehisi Coates  is the 

last book on our list which means  

it’s time to start thinking about 

books you would like to 

recommend for discussion in the 

second half of 2018.  

Between the World and Me  is a 

profound work that pivots from 

the biggest 

questions about 

American 

history and 

ideals to the 

most intimate 

concerns of a 

father for his 

son.  

Jeri Bray will 

host the July 

5th meeting. 
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June 1 Rachel Simanungkalit 

June 2 Aleta West 

June 2 Edmond Sompotan 

June 2 Perry Erwin Hayes 

June 2 Zara Justine 

June 3 Raheel Hameed 

June 3 Jemima Sirait (2001) 

June 8 Ann Elizabeth Platz 

June 8 Verbina Sanchez 

June 9 Nabeel Barkat 

June 9 Adeel Barkat 

June 11 Sally Rehfeldt 

June 15 Jamaris Purba 

June 16 Carol Elaine Bishop 

June 17  Zack Hamada 

June 17 Sajeel Barkat 

June 18 Alexandra Anastasia Zak 

June 19 Sandra Ann Hayes 

June 26 Jeremy Dean Platz 

June 28 Sundus Jacob 

June 28 Stephen Teele 

June 29 Nancy Bierlein 



YOUTH ACTIVITIES 

Presbyterian Youth Summer Camp 

Big Bear Lake 
 

There is nothing quite like a youth camp experience, whether a 

weekend or more. Getting to together with other youth to explore 

faith, while having fun, creates memories and often deepens faith. 

I remember many youth camp experiences, all of which 

contributed to my own faith formation. The Presbyterian 

Christian Conference Center in Big Bear Lake has youth camp 

experiences available this summer. Here are the dates: 

Junior Camp July 1-7      Students entering 4th – 6th grade 

Junior Camp July 8-14   Students entering 7th – 8th grade 

LEAD for High School Students entering 9th – 12th grade 

 Session 1  July 1-7 

 Session 2  July 8-14 

The cost is $400 per student and registration forms can be found 

online: 

http://www.bigbearlakechristianconferencecenter.com/summer-

camp 

Consider sending your student to camp or if you are a college 

student, consider being on staff for two weeks! Risk the adventure 

of a youth campy experience!   

 

Vacation Bible School 

Rolling River 
Rampage 

June 25 - 29, 2018 

 

It is that time of year again, as 

the school year is nearing 

completion.  This signals the start of summer and the possibility of 

Vacation Bible School (VBS). The Methodists and Presbyterians 

are teaming up to provide a week of bible-based fun for children 

from four years of age to 5th graders.  The theme this year is 

“Rolling River Rampage.” It sounds like we might just get wet, for 

the invitation is to experience the ride of a life time with God! 

 

VBS will be held at the First United Methodist Church located at 1 

E. Olive Avenue (@ Cajon).  The time will be from 9:00 A.M. to 

Noon, Monday June 25th through Friday June 29th. Youth older 

than 5th grade may be helpers.  Pastor Cheryl will be participating 

in the leadership of the VBS.  Registration forms will be in the 

office.   

JUNE WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

June 3, 2018  Communion 

First Reading Psalm 1:1-6 

Second Reading John 17:6-19 

The Message  E Cubed 

 

June 10, 2018 

Recognition of Teachers and  
Student Promotions and  
Graduations    

First Reading Psalm 119:9-16 

Second Reading Deut. 6:4-9 

The Message Whole Heartedly 

   

June 17, 2018 Men of the Church 
 Day and Father’s Day  

First Reading Proverbs 3:5, 23:6,  
  and 4:23 

Second Reading 1 Samuel 16:1-13  

The Message Into the Heart 
   

June 24, 2018 Rev. Ron Duvall 

  Preaching   
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Staff Whereabouts 

By Personnel 

 

Dr. Alina Artemova will return from 

her Russian vacation on June 6th and 

will be in worship with us on Sunday, 

June 10th.  While she is on vacation 

Daniel Yu will provide musical worship 

leadership for us. Daniel was with us 

the last two Sundays of December 

2017. Please pray for Alina’s time 

away, that it might be restorative for 

her and for those she is traveling with.   

 

Pastor Cheryl will be out of town Fri-

day, June 21st through Sunday, June 

23rd, spending time with her family.  

Rev. Ron Duvall will be leading us in 

worship, while Pastor Cheryl is away 

for the weekend. 

http://www.bigbearlakechristianconferencecenter.com/summer-camp
http://www.bigbearlakechristianconferencecenter.com/summer-camp


As a church we are in the midst of 

discerning our “Why?” Why has God 

breathed life into us at this 

particular time in history in this 

particular place. Wendell Berry’s 

poem entitled, The Real Work, 

speaks of the bewildering world 

where we reside, for Berry writes, 

“The mind that is not baffled is not 

employed.” Let us willingly be 

baffled as we work to envision God’s 

future for us.  Spend some time this 

month with this poem and listen for 

what sings for you and for us 

together, as we envision our future. 

Share your thoughts with Pastor 

Cheryl or members of Session. 

 

The Real Work  

by Wendell Berry 

It may be that when we no 

longer know what to do 

we have come to our real 

work, 

 

and that when we no longer 

know which way to go 

we have come to our real 

journey. 

 

The mind that is not baffled 

is not employed. 

 

The impeded stream is the 

one that sings. 

CONTEMPLATIVE CORNER – 
Reflecting on God’s presence in our lives   
by Pastor Cheryl 

One of the most consistent  beneficiaries of our ongoing support is Family 

Service Association of Redlands, whose motto is Alleviate poverty, 

encourage self-sufficiency, and promote the dignity of all.  They have 

been serving the community since 1898.   

Whether we donate food, toiletries, clothing, or money, the people at 

Family Services see to it that our donations are passed along to families 

who are temporarily struggling to make ends meet. Their efficient case 

management ensures that your contributions go to helping people achieve 

self-sufficiency. 

In May alone, The Board of Deacons at First Presbyterian donated over 

$300 cash, in addition to the non-perishable foods and toiletries that 

miraculously appear in the  basket in the narthex every week. Presbyterian 

Women sent an additional cash donation of $50.  

Family Service Association of Redlands sends their heartfelt gratitude  in 

the form of a  Donation Receipt letter almost every month, each letter 

reiterating one or another of their services and always ending with, “Thank 

you for making a difference.” 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN OUR COMMUNITY 
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BIBLE STUDY 
CIRCLES OFF 
FOR THE  
SUMMER 

Wenonah Circle will hold its 

final meeting on Thursday, 

June 21st, at 1:30, in  

Classroom 1, on the church 

campus. The Coffee Shop  

Circle will not meet again until 

September. 

What’s Happening 

on Campus 

Have you ever driven past the 

church during the week and 

seen the sanctuary all lit up 

and the parking lot teeming 

with cars? Have you 

wondered, “What am I missing 

out on?” Well, wonder no 

more!  

As part of our community 

outreach, FPC allows  various 

not-for-profit organizations to 

use our campus for concerts, 

recitals, and other events. 

These organizations donate a 

modest amount to offset the 

cost of utilities and wear and 

tear for the use of the facility. 

This month The Redlands 

Festival Singers will be 

holding two concerts here, the 

first on Saturday, June 9th at 

7:30 p.m., and the second on 

Sunday, June 10th, at 2:00. 

There are a couple of student 

recitals scheduled in June,  

one the 2nd and the other on 

the 3rd, one of which is held by 

our own Cakra Nelwan.  



  

JUNE CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT FPC REDLANDS 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday          1 

10:00 a.m.  

Knitting  

Companions 

Saturday     2 

8:00 a.m. 

Hunger Walk 

10:00 a.m. 

Stated  

Presbytery 

Meeting 

3 

9:30 a.m. 

English Worship 

5:00 p.m. 

Indonesian Wor-

ship 

4 5 6 7 

7:00 a.m. 

Sunrise  

10:00 a.m. 

Deacons 

7:00 p.m. 

Book Club 

8 9 

7:30 p.m. 

Redlands  

Festival  

Singers 

10 

9:30 a.m. 

English Worship 

2:00 p.m. 

Redlands Festival 

Singers 

5:00 p.m. 

Indonesian Wor-

ship 

5:45 p.m. 

Youth Activities  

11 

5:00 p.m. 

Worship Mtg. 

12 

5:15 p.m. 

Property &  

Finance 

13 14 

7:00 a.m. 

Sunrise  

 9:30 a.m. 

Christian  

Education 

15 16 

9:00 a.m. 

Youth  

Confirmation 

17 

9:30 a.m. 

English Worship 

5:00 p.m. 

Indonesian Wor-

ship 

5:45 p.m. 

Youth Activities  

18 

6:30 p.m. 

Session 

19 20 21 

7:00 a.m. 

Sunrise  

1:30 p.m. 

Wenonah Circle 

  

22 23 

24 

9:30 a.m. 

English Worship 

5:00 p.m. 

Indonesian Wor-

ship 

5:45 p.m. 

Youth Activities  

25 26 

12:00 p.m. 

Bridge Club 

27 28 29 30 
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Stated Meeting of the 
Presbytery of Riverside 
 
Commissioners of the Presbytery 

will gather from east and west, and 

north and south to attend the Stated 

Meeting of the Presbytery of 

Riverside on Saturday, June 2, 

2018, at 10:00 a.m. The First 

Presbyterian Church of San 

Bernardino will host the gathering.  

This will be an open meeting, which 

means observers are welcomed to 

experience a Presbytery meeting 

first hand. Please pray for all 

commissions, ruling elders and 

teaching elders, who will work 

together to discern God’s leading for 

the Presbytery.   

 

Synod of Southern 
California and Hawaii 
Presbyterian Women’s 
Gathering 
Saturday, June 2, 2018 
 
On Wednesday, May 9th, twenty 

women gathered in John Knox Hall 

for a hands on mission luncheon. 

This work will continue as eight 

women from our church join other 

Presbyterian women from the Synod 

of Southern California and Hawaii at 

Northminster Presbyterian Church 

in Diamond Bar. Northminster is 

located at 400 S. Rancheria Rd, 

Diamond Bar. The gathering will 

commence with registration at 9:30 

a.m. and conclude at 1:30 p.m. What 

is planned besides lunch, is hands 

on mission activities where 

participants will sew pillow case 

dresses and sani-pads for those in 

need.  At this meeting, new officers 

will be elected and installed, and 

those attending Churchwide will be 

commissioned.  Please pray for all 

women who will be attending as they 

gather to make a difference in God’s 

wider community for those in need.   

PC(USA) General Assembly 
June 16 – 23, 2018 

St. Louis, Missouri 

 

Have you ever attended a General Assembly of our denomination? Your pastor 

has attended five assemblies! Here are the different roles I have had when I 

attended: 

 Master of Divinity student observer in Cincinnati, Ohio; 

Theological Advisory Delegate in Albuquerque, New Mexico; 

Ruling Elder Commissioner in Louisville, Kentucky; 

Observer and Committee Member responsible for organizing 3,000 

 volunteers for the GA held in Long Beach, California; 

Observer in Birmingham, Alabama.  

The 223rd General Assembly, which meets every two years, begins on Saturday, 

June 16th, in St. Louis, Missouri. On Saturday evening the new moderator will be 

elected. You can actually watch all plenary proceedings online! Go to 

www.pcusa.org and follow the links. To find all the business that will unfold at 

this assembly go to https://www.pc-biz.org/#/ 

Here is a primer about the General Assembly. The General Assembly consists of 

commissioners elected by presbyteries. Half of the commissioners will be ruling 

elders, half will be teaching elders. Few will ever have been commissioners to the 

General Assembly before, but most will have served in one of the other 

governing bodies of our church: the session, which provides care and oversight 

of a local congregation; the presbytery, which provides care and oversight of a 

group of congregations; or the synod which provides care and oversight of 

several presbyteries. 

The General Assembly has several specific responsibilities outlined in Chapter 3 

of the Book of Order. The assembly seeks to protect our church from errors in 

faith and practice, is responsible for assuring that the expression of our theology 

remains true to the biblical standards in our historic confessions. The General 

Assembly presents a witness for truth and justice in our community and in the 

world community. It sets priorities for the church and establishes relationships 

with other churches or ecumenical bodies. 

Please pray for our Riverside Presbytery commissioners, as well as for the 

whole assembly and their proceedings: 

Teaching Elder Rev. Julie Hodges Alternate: Rev. James Munyi 

Ruling Elder Susan Skogland  Alternate: Becky Bane 

Youth Advisory Delegate Lily Bolanos 
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From the Outreach Committee… 

 

The One Great Hour of Sharing offering totaled $1,329.33. This included the coins collected in the children’s’ fish 

banks.   Thank you to everyone who participated in this important offering. 

 

The committee agreed to the following goal statement concerning mission giving:   

Over the next five years, increase the First Presbyterian Church mission and outreach budget from a 5% to a 

10%  giving level of the annual budget, which will include monetary and in-kind donations. 

The committee agreed with the following summary of mission project criteria: 

• Donations will reflect involvement by the congregation in the organizations identified; 

• The projects will support development across the lifespan, empowering and educating marginalized children, 

youth, and adults; 

• There will be a mix of worldwide and local organizations; 

• All donations will go through the church office for donor recording 

purposes; 

• Total of giving will include monetary and in-kind donations. 

The committee voted to support Friends of Forman Christian College in 

Pakistan with one scholarship in the amount of $1,200 for a young 

woman. This is a new mission gift.  An additional gift of $1,200 has been 

designated by an individual for Friends of Forman Christian College. 

Forman Christian College was established in 1864 in Lahore, Pakistan, by Dr. 

Charles W. Forman. It is a liberal arts institution where students of all backgrounds—men and women, Christian and 

Muslim interact and learn together. It is successfully demonstrating a model of interfaith harmony to a nation and 

culture historically deeply divided along lines of religion, class and gender. One of our own Session members, Moses 

Bakhsh, we learned at the last meeting, is a graduate of Forman Christian College!    

The committee also voted to provide two primary school scholarships in the amount of $730 to continue our support 

through Presbyterian Education Board for one girl and one boy attending school in Pakistan. Pakistan is ranked 2nd 

in the world for education inequality. Our efforts will help!   

Please be in touch with Jerri Rodewald for more information on both of these projects and upcoming events. 

Christmas in July, our annual collection of items for the Veterans will be coordinated by Monica Frederick and 

Evelyn Ndipagbor during all five Sundays in July.  Lists will be available of items needed, and we are requesting that 

checks be made out to First Presbyterian Church, with “Christmas in July” written in the memo line. You will get 

credit for your donation on your annual statement, and we will purchase SCRIP cards to give to the Veterans.  Other 

items listed will also be welcome!   

Save the Date!   On Saturday, July 14, we will have a dinner at 6:00 p.m. in John Knox Hall for Revs. 

Esther Shin and Noah Park, members of Riverside Presbytery, who have been serving the past two years at the 

Evangelical Theological Seminary in Cairo. They will be in Southern California during the month of July to itinerate 

and share their experiences there.  We will invite other churches to join us. Those of us from First Pres. Redlands, 

will be responsible for the main dishes and rolls. A freewill offering will be taken that evening for the continuing 

support of Esther and Noah as they return to Egypt. The offering will be matched  by the Presbytery. We hope to 

have a large group of us there to be supportive of them and their continuing work. 

Redlands Bowl Season:  Sign-ups are needed to usher at the Bowl on July 29. We also may have one other date—

but that hasn’t been decided yet.   There will be a sign-up sheet in the Narthex. July 29 is the closing night of “Beauty 

and the Beast”; it will be lots of fun to usher that evening! Perhaps some of our high school kids might want to help. 

Forman Christian College—1930 
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This definition of prayer simply defines prayer as a posture of openness towards the 

mystery we call God. Prayer is an awareness, a wakefulness, an aliveness to what’s 

happening in us and around us. Prayer is opening ourselves to the reality that God is 

with us here and now, always and forever.  

Can you see how this particular verse continually shapes me? This verse challenges 

me daily to take a posture of openness before God. When I awake and as I walk 

through each day.  Richard Rohr says this another way, “We must – absolutely must 

– maintain a fundamental humility before the Great Mystery.” Openness and 

humility are necessary ingredients if our whole life is to be a prayer.  

One last verse of scripture from the author of Hebrews, which reminds us of the 

power of God’s Word to shape our lives, “Indeed, the Word of God is living and 

active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing until it divides soul from spirit, 

joints from marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.” 

Friends, in order to be shaped by the Word, we must know the Word. May you find 

time to immerse yourself in the Word of God this summer, for it is living and active 

and able to continually shape you and us together as a church.  

 

Willing to be shaped, 

Pastor Cheryl   

(Continued from page 1) 

Greetings from 
your  

Board of Deacons 

 

 As our year progresses into 

the summer months, we would 

like to gently remind everyone 

that the Redlands Family 

Service usually experiences a 

decline in donations. When 

school children are on 

Summer break many of them 

no longer receive free or 

discounted meals. So we 

would like to request items for 

our Deacon Basket such as:     

•  Pre-packaged breakfast 

and lunch;  

•  Canned fruit, vegetables, 

and protein items; 

•  Top Ramen, Boxed mac 

and cheese, pasta salads, and 

anything that is non-

perishable and easy to fix; 

• As always, monetary 

donations are especially 

appreciated to continue 

support for our community 

projects.                   

 Blessings to all!                 

Stepping Up to Stop Hunger 

Saturday, June 2, 2018 

 

Twenty people from our church have committed to stepping up to stop hunger on 

Saturday, June 2, 2018.  Please pray for all walkers as they walk or run the 5K 

route around the University of Redlands.  This Hunger Walk is organized by the 

Family Services Association of Redlands to raise monies to support the least of these 

in our community. Our walkers will be making a difference for our community on 

June 2nd; to God be the glory. 

Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian Women 

Louisville, Kentucky 

August 2-5, 2018 

“Arise, shine, your light has come!” (based on Isaiah 60:1) is the theme for the 

Gathering. Held every three years, PW’s Churchwide Gathering is an event that 

celebrates the gifts and mission of Presbyterian Women.  Participants enjoy 

workshops, tours, forums, resource gathering, and plenary sessions with inspiring 

speakers, worship and more. PW’s triennial business meeting will take place just 

before the Churchwide Gathering (August 1–2), where budget, leadership and 

programmatic emphases for the next triennium are decided. 

Full registration is $425. This includes three meals (lunch on Friday; dinner on 

Thursday and Saturday), programs, exhibits, workshops and a program book. Hotel, 

travel, other meals and mission tours are additional.  
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Session Highlights 

May 2018 

 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held the regularly scheduled Stated Session Meeting on 

Monday, May 21, 2018 and took the following actions at the meeting:  

 Received the Financial Report for the month ending April 30, 2018: 

         Total Income:   $34,450.78 

      

                                        Total Expenditures:  $29,231.01 

   

   Excess Income/Expenses:  $5,219.77 

  

          Balance in General Account: $62,677.37 

 The Outreach Committee approved a scholarship for one female college 

student ($1,200) at Forman Christian College in Pakistan, which was anonymously matched. Jerri Rodewald, 

Outreach Moderator, explained that this means two female students will receive scholarships.  Session members 

learned during the discussion that Elder Moses Bakhsh is a graduate of Forman Christian College!  (for more 

details, see  “From the Outreach Committee” on page 7 of this Messenger) 

 Approved tabling the recommendation from the Worship Committee (until the June 18, 2018 Stated Session 

Meeting) to set a consistent time for the Sunday Combined All-Church Worship Services and the English 

Language Services, either 9:30 a.m. or 10:00 a.m.   

 Approved moving the time for the Sunday Combined All-Church Worship Services to 9:30 a.m. until otherwise 

directed through a Session vote.  A congregational survey is recommended and will be completed.  

 

Sunrise Lectio Divina 

 

Sunrise participants will gather in the narthex of the 

sanctuary at 7:00 a.m. on Thursday, June 7th, 14th and 21st 

to participate in a spiritual practice called Lectio Divina, 

which simply translated means divine reading.  This is a 

contemplative way to enter the biblical text, as we listen 

for the intersection of the biblical text and our lives. 

“How is God speaking into one’s life at this particular 

time?” is the work of Lectio Divina.  

The Spirit always surprises participants in ways that 

bring fresh insights into our lives. Come and listen for the 

Spirit’s stirrings in your own life. 

The Redlands Symphony 2018 Summer 

Music Academy 

The Academy will be on our campus from July 9-20. It 

was a delight to have the young music students on our 

campus last year. If you know a young musician from age 8 

to 14 years old suggest they attend. You can call the 

Symphony office at 909.587.5565 to register or to stay up-

to-date on important information.  Here is the website link 

for further information, as well:  https://

www.redlandssymphony.com/summer-music-academy. 

The Academy provides musical training to students aged 8 

to 14 of all skill levels, from beginner to virtuoso. Students 

at the Summer Music Academy are grouped by their level 

of musical experience and given instruction tailored 

specifically to them. On the last day, July 20th, family and 

friends enjoy what the students have learned through a 

special grand finale concert. We are excited to welcome 

this academy to our campus again this July! 
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First Presbyterian 

Church of Redlands 

The mission of the First 

Presbyterian Church of 

Redlands is to grow 

spiritually with the 

community by sharing 

the love of Jesus Christ 

with all who seek to 

know God through 

worship, prayer, 

fellowship, and 

evangelism. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF REDLANDS 

An inclusive Community 

of Faith, Hope, and Love 

 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

First Presbyterian 
Church of Redlands 

 
100 Cajon Street 
P.O. Box 2009 

Redlands CA 92373 
 

(909) 793-2839 
FPCRedlands@gmail.com 

www.FPCRedlands.org 
 

Return Service 

Requested 

Save Postage + 

Save Paper = 

Save $$ 

We are pleased to share our newsletter with you and we 

welcome your comments! 

You may also view this newsletter on our web site. Go to 

www.fpcredlands.org and then click on The Messenger 

tab at the top of the page. 


