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The Messenger
The Pastor’s Corner
EMBRACE LIFE
Did you happen to see Miss America 2.0? The pageant is working to
reinvent itself, not unlike many churches these days. Church researchers have
made it clear that we live in a post Christendom world. That is, Christianity is
no longer center stage; it has been sidelined. More and more people don’t get
out of bed early on Sunday mornings or if they do, they don’t make their way to
a church. They make their way to a sports field or coffee shop. Many others are
quick to say in our culture, “I’m spiritual, but not religious.” This translates, “I
don’t belong to an organized church.”
But, back to Miss America 2.0. Paul and I happened to be watching
television the night of its airing, though we didn’t watch it live. We skimmed
through Miss America 2.0 at a later date, stopping occasionally to see what was
different. Well, you might have heard that there was no bathing suit
competition! Instead, contestants had to respond to job interview questions as
well as questions from individual judges. What was apparent was that these
young ladies have passions that have fueled their ability to make a difference in
their communities.
One particular contestant, Miss Nebraska, Jessica Shultis, caught my
attention. She wasn’t a classical musician, singer or dancer, so she creatively
chose to do a monologue for her talent offering. From my perspective, it was the
most compelling talent offered. She began her monologue saying, “Instead, of
enjoying the freedoms associated with being a nineteen-year-old college
student, I found myself fighting for my life.” Listen to part of her monologue:
"The harsh reality is, no one's guaranteed tomorrow. And I
know that what I'm saying sounds absolutely terrifying; but, please try
to understand. I'm not telling you this so that you fear death, but to
encourage each of you to embrace life. So, I beg you, no matter your
age, don't be like me. Don't wait for life to send a wake-up call."
(Continued on page 11)
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN MONTHLY BOOK CLUB
We will be sharing our thoughts
on Pachinko, by Min Jin Lee, on
Thursday, October 11th. The
meeting, hosted by Luann
Bangsund, begins at 7:00 p.m.
Our November selection, Hillbilly
Elegy, by J.D. Vance follows in a
similar vein as the book we read
for the September meeting.
“From a former marine and Yale
Law School graduate, a powerful
account of growing up in a poor
Rust Belt town that offers a
broader, probing look at the
struggles of America’s white
working class”*
*Goodreads.com
October 2

Connie Robison

October 2

Luann Bangsund

October 6

Samina Roiballove

October 9

Emily Evans

October 10

Nasreen Barkat

October 10

Alina Artemova

October 11

Paul Raine

October 12

Lorraine Jorgenson

October 18

Ivan S. Tan

October 18

John Jeptha Plassmeyer

October 20

Marcia Fagan

October 25

Meta P. Tan

October 25

Jean Vieten

October 26

Helmi Merkley

October 28

Kathleen Wilmot
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And while we’re on a roll, you
might also look at a newly
released book, Homeland, by
Sarah Smarsh. It’s one woman’s
experience of working-class
poverty with a startlingly
observed, eye-opening, and
topical personal story.
Note: The meeting is regularly
scheduled on the 1st Thursday of
the month.

STAFF WHEREABOUTS
By Personnel Committee

OCTOBER WORSHIP
SCHEDULE
October 7, 2018

4:00 p.m.

All Church Worship for World
Communion Sunday

Pastor Cheryl and Pastor Hart will be
attending the Presbytery of Riverside’s Clergy
Retreat from Monday afternoon, October 8th
through Wednesday, October 10th.

First Reading

James 5:13-16

Second Reading

Psalms 5:1-3

The Message

Practice Prayer

October 14, 2018
10:00 a.m.
Worship Service
Guest Preacher Roceni Bakian
International Peacemaker
First Reading

Mark 10:42-45

Pastor Cheryl worked with Rev. Tom
Rennard to plan the retreat this year. The
theme of the retreat is Peace Within and
Between. Cler g y w ill explor e this them e
playfully as well as seriously. Being peace in the
midst of chaos is a choice. Roceni Bakian, an
International Peacemaker, will share stories of
her work with the pastors on Tuesday
afternoon.

Second Reading

Matthew 25:31-46

The Message

Ways of Being Church

First Reading

Psalm 104:1-2, 24, 25c

Please pray for Riverside Presbytery
pastors as they gather at the Big Bear
Conference Center for a time of rest, renewal
and building relationships.

Second Reading

Mark 10:35-45

The Message

What Do You Want?

Indonesian Language Worship Service
5:00 p.m.
October 21, 2018
10:00 a.m.
Worship Service

Indonesian Language Worship Service
5:00 p.m.
October 28, 2018 Reformation Sunday
All Church Worship Service 10:00 a.m.
First Reading

Psalm 34:1-8

Second Reading

1 Chronicles 4:10

Third Reading

Mark 10:46-52

The Message

Roadblock or
Gateway?

Judy will be out of the office on
Monday and Tuesday, October 1st and 2nd,
making her maiden voyage with her new
camping trailer. Pastor Cheryl will be in and
out of the office as her schedule demands; so, if
you need something, please call ahead to make
sure someone is available to help you.
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WHAT’S
HAPPENING ON
CAMPUS
Redlands East Valley High
School w ill per for m th eir
fall choir concert in the
sanctuary, on Tuesday,
October 9th, at 7:00 p.m.
There is a modest admission
charge which funds some of
the choir expenses. These kids
are REALLY good and well
worth the price of admission!
The Inland Empire Valley
Flute Society w ill hold a bi
-annual master class,
featuring Jim Walker, on
Saturday, October 13th, in the
sanctuary and classroom 1.
There will be a concert at 3:30
p.m. Tickets are $20.

CONTEMPLATIVE CORNER
Reflecting on God’s presence in our lives
by Pastor Cheryl
Falling Leaves

By Joyce Rupp*

O falling leaves of autumn,
what mysteries of death
you proclaim
to my unwilling self.
what eternal truths
you disturb
in the webbings
of my protected heart
what wildness
you evoke
In the gusty dance
of emptying winds

https://www.eventbrite.com/
e/flute-concert-with-jimwalker-tickets-50040808405?
aff=ehomecard#tickets

what mellow tenderness
you bravely breathe
in your required surrender

The Redlands Camera
Club holds th eir bi-monthly
meetings in John Knox Hall on
the first and third Mondays of
the month from 6:00—9:00
p.m.
Agape House of Praise
meets here weekly on Friday
evenings, between 7:00 –
10:00 p.m.

what challenge
you engender
through your painful twists
and turnings

Redlands Indonesian
Seventh Day Adventists
hold a worship service and
fellowship in our hall on
Saturdays between 9:00 a.m.—
4:00 p.m.
A chapter of Alcoholics
Anonymous m eets in
Classroom 1, every Wednesday
evening, at 7:00 p.m.
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what howl of homelessness
you shriek
with your exile of departure
what daring task
you evoke
as you feed the hungry soil.
O falling leaves of autumn,
with each stem
that breaks,
with each layer of perishing,
you teach me
what is required,
if I am to grow
before I die.

“Autumn is a season of surrender,” writes Joyce Rupp. With the hours of
sunlight lessening each day, summer fades and leaves begin their dance
to the ground with the coaxing of wind. As you sit with this poem this
month ask, “What are you trying to teach me, Autumn?” What needs to
die in order for something new to live within you, for new growth to
happen? What needs to die among us as a church, so that new growth is
possible? Autumn is a season that is both mysterious and nostalgic, so
times of extended silence are appropriate. Listen deeply to the stirring of
the Spirit within you.
*About the author: Joyce Rupp is well known for her work as a writer,
spiritual ‘midwife,’ and retreat and conference speaker. A member of the
Servite community, she has led retreats throughout North America, as
well as in Europe, Asia, Africa, and Australia.

OCTOBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT FPC REDLANDS
Sunday

1 Monday
7:00 p.m.
Outreach
Judy’s minivacation

7

8

World Communion 5:00 p.m.
Worship Mtg.
7:00 a.m.
Believe Walk
4:00 p.m.
All Church
Worship
5:00 p.m.
Potluck Fellowship

2

Tuesday

3 Wednesday 4 Thursday
7:00 a.m.
Sunrise

Judy’s minivacation

9

10:00 a.m.
Deacons

10

5:15 p.m.
Property &
Finance

Pastor Cheryl &
Pastor Cheryl &
Pastor Hart at
Pastor Hart at
Pastors’
Pastors’
Retreat
Retreat

11

6 Saturday

10:00 a.m.
Knitting
Companions

12

13

19

20

26

27

7:00 a.m.
Sunrise
Pastor Cheryl &
Pastor Hart at
Pastors’
Retreat

7:00 p.m.
Book Club

14

15

16

17

9:30 a.m.
English Worship
Roceni Bakian

6:30 p.m.
Session

World Food
Day

1:30 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
Wenonah Circle Christian
Classroom 1
Education

5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language Worship

18

11:00 a.m.
Coffee Shop
Circle—Luann
hosts

5:45 p.m.
21

5 Friday

22

9:30 a.m.
English Worship

23

24

12:00 p.m.
Bridge Club

25
7:00 a.m.
Sunrise

5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language Worship
5:45 p.m.
Youth Activities
28
Reformation
Sunday
10:00 a.m.
All Church
Worship

29

30

31

Judy out of Office Halloween
at 11:30
Presbytery
Admin .
Workshop

All Saints
Day

World
Community
Day

6:00 p.m.
Redlands Youth
Connection
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2018 Thank Offering
of Presbyterian
Women
The Thank Offering is one of
Presbyterian Women’s two offerings.
In the fall each year, the Thank
Offering gives women a tangible way
to express their gratitude for the
special blessings in their lives. This
year will be the 130th year that
women have been donating to the
fund. The Thank Offering provides
food and water; alleviates
homelessness; provides educational
opportunities; promotes health; and
improves the lives of women,
children, and men throughout the
world. The Thank Offering grants
range from $5,000 to $50,000. At
least 40 percent of the offering funds
health ministries. This year 16
projects (12 national and 4
international) will receive grants.
On Saturday, November 10,
2018, women in the congregation
will have been celebrating 30 years
of Presbyterian Women with a
luncheon. This year, the catered
luncheon will be held in the Narthex
and begin at 11:00 a.m. Your $10
donation will cover the cost of lunch.
Our program will highlight a Few
programs that received grants from
the Thank Offering. The 2018 Thank
Offering will be received and
dedicated at the luncheon.
Come and join us in
celebrating 30 years of PW and
express your gratitude for the special
blessings in your life by giving a
donation to the 2018 Thank Offering
of Presbyterian Women.
R.S.V.P. to K ar en Dw ight (909)
794-2386 by Monday, November 5,
2018.
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Come out and Cheer on the Walkers
The Believe Walk
Let’ Impact Our Community with Hope!
Sunday, October 7, 2018
World Communion Sunday is October 7, 2018, and so is the
Believe Walk. W e h ave m oved ou r All Church Worship Service for
World Communion Sunday to 4:00 pm on this day, just so th at w e
can fully participate and support the Believe Walk as a church. We have
formed Team Presbyterian, inviting the whole Presbytery to join us as
walkers, as donors, and as spiritual support. It is a moving experience for
those of us who are cancer survivors, as well as for all participants.
“The purpose of the Stater Bros. Charities & Inland Women Fighting
Cancer Believe Walk is to raise critical funds that support cancer-fighting
organizations in this region. Through the generosity of sponsors and donors;
the Believe Walk will directly impact lives, by providing funds to improve
cancer care and support services for cancer patients and their families in the
Inland Empire communities of Southern California.
What a privilege it is to serve our community in this way! Let’s be
Team Presbyterian for Christ!
Walkers are to meet in the church parking lot at 7:00 a.m. to change into our
shirts! Best street access in from Olive to 4th, enter via Olive from the west.

The FPC Knitting Companions invite knitters, novice to
expert, to join them on the first Friday of the month, at
10:00 a.m., in classroom 1, where they create comforting lap
robes for shut-ins and veterans. It’s not all hard work; the
camaraderie of shared labor makes it a labor of love.

Luann Bangsund

Izar Martinez

Susan Glascom (Donor)

Aleta West

Dick Jones

Harry Muaya

Lusiana Kartawidjaja

Paul Raine

Katherine Damar

Enny Robertson

Ranita Tarigan

Alice Sorta

Enny Sitompul

Magdalena Tondongan

Lisdur Pakpahan

Josephine Tampubolon

Gretta Sitompul

Jonas Sirait

Sylvia Karcher (Donor)

Jemima Sirait

Holda Royana

Wilson Kayange

Tuirlan Pasaribu

Alice Munde

Lina Tan

Alison Kayange

Richard Frederick (Donor)

Lorence Kayange

Monica Frederick (Donor)

Jean Vieten

Jerri Rodewald

Rochelle Rager

Lynn Jordan

Max Rager

Pastor Cheryl Raine
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You are invited…
to an Evening Circle of
Women, as
part of our Presbyterian
Women’s group
here at First Presbyterian
Church.
We will meet at the home of Jerri Rodewald, 706 W. Fern Ave., at 7:00 p.m.
on Thursday, October 18. Dessert will be served.
We will introduce the Bible Study for 2018-2019, “God’s Promise: I Am With
You”. This is the annual Presbyterian Women’s study and copies of the HORIZONS
Magazine will be available.
At this gathering,
We will meet other women who are employed or cannot meet during the day.
We will have a time of fellowship and a time of discussion, using the PW
materials.
We will feel free to question, and understand that all of us have different
theological beliefs.
We will have a good time, and grow closer to our sisters in the faith.

And, at this gathering,
We will not expect you to attend each time we meet.
We will not expect you to lead the lesson.
We will not expect you to be responsible for hosting or providing refreshments.

We are hoping to provide an evening that is important for our faith development
with other women from our church and is fun (!). And, that together, we expand the
realm of God.

We hope to see you there!
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CIRCLES OF PRAYER

You Are Invited to Participate!
On October 7th we will commission church wide Circles of Prayer at our
4:00 P.M. All Church Worship Service, but this will signal only the beginnings of
this movement within the church. If you missed submitting your name and
would like to participate, please turn in a form and you will either be added to an
existing group or new groups will be formed.
Here are the basics about Circles of Prayer:


What is a Circle of Prayer?



A group of 6 to 8 people who will commit to pray for each member daily for a year.
The intent is to renew our Circles of Prayer commitments each October on World Communion
Sunday.



Do I have to share my prayer requests with my circle members?
No. You are invited to share what you are comfortable with sharing. Your circle of prayer members
are committing to pray for you daily, trusting that the Lord knows your needs.



Is this a commitment to meet together regularly?
No. Each Circle of Prayer will organically decide how they want to interact, from just knowing each
other’s names and praying daily to gathering for prayer and fellowship and anything else in between.
You will be given names and contact information and then be invited to listen for the Spirit’s
prompting as to what is next for your Circle of Prayer.

The prayer of the Session is that Circles of Prayer will become essential to the DNA of our
church, help us all experience the power of prayer in our lives, the lives of others, this church, our
community and the world. Kathleen Norris reminds us that “prayer is not asking for what you think you
[or others] want, but asking to be changed in ways you [or others] can't imagine.”
May our Circles of Prayer open us to be changed in ways we can’t yet imagine.

Adult Faith Formation
Sundays After the 9:30 a.m. Worship Service in October
On Sunday, October 14th, Rev. Roceni Bakian, an International Peacemaker, will be preaching during the
10:00 A.M. worship service and then after the service, she will go into more details about her work as an
International Peacemaker and answer questions. The class will be held in Room One.
On Sunday, October 21st, Linda Carrier, will present a class on the Art of Storytelling. Linda is a music
teacher in our community and she has held numerous student recitals in our sanctuary. Linda has a
passion for making the stories of scripture come alive, as she helps others see how their stories intersect
with the stories from the pages of Scripture.
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Presbyterian Youth Triennium

July 16-20, 2019 at Purdue University
“Here’s My Heart”
If you will be entering high school this year, are presently a high school student, or will graduate in 2019, you
will want to prayerfully consider if God is calling you to travel with other young people from the Presbytery of
Riverside to Purdue University for five amazing days. There will be over 5,000 other Presbyterian high school
aged young people from across our nation, and even from around the globe, at the Triennium.
Paul and I can speak from personal experience as we are veterans of the Triennium experience. I was
a youth participant and Paul and I have served as youth advisors for this event multiple times for the
Presbytery of Los Ranchos. It is an experience you don’t want to miss! Parents talk to your students. Students
talk with your parents. Pray about the possibility of attending this conference.
More details will be forth coming from the Presbytery of Riverside, but I wanted to engage your
imagination – could God be calling you? Check out the Triennium promo trailer at https://
presbyterianyouthtriennium.org/ or ask Paul or Pastor Cheryl about their experiences.

Presbyterian Women in the
Presbytery of Riverside

Sunrise Continues in
Early October!
Thursdays at 7:00 a.m.

2018 Fall Gathering

Presbyterian Peacemaking Program
Featuring Guest Speaker
Rocení Bakían
2018 Presbyterian International Peacemaker
Saturday, October 13, 2018
9:30 a.m.
Beaumont First Presbyterian Church
702 Euclid Avenue, Beaumont, CA
Registration $10—lunch included
R.S.V.P. by Wednesday, October 3, 2018 to
Lou Jolliff—jolliff8771@roadrunner.com (619) 403-3262
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There are two more
opportunities to participate in
Sunrise Lectio Divina, which simply
translated means divine reading,
this October. Come and participate
on Thursday, October 4th and
October 11th. Sunrise takes place in
the narthex of the sanctuary from
7:00 am to 7:45 am.
This is a contemplative way
to enter the biblical text. Sunrise is
an opportunity for participants to
listen for the intersection of the
biblical text with their lives.
Answering the question of how is
God speaking into one’s life at this
particular time is the work of Lectio
Divina. As the psalmist reminds us
in the chaos of our world and daily
lives, “Be still and know that I am
God.” Sunrise is an oppo r tun ity
to be still enough to hear God speak
into our lives.

(Continued from page 1)

The Pastor’s Corner

“The harsh reality is, no one’s guaranteed tomorrow.” This is not only true for
individuals, but for church’s as well. Yet, I have experienced churches who live in fear. They
fear what is beyond their walls. They fear making bold decisions. Fear incapacitates and
eventually makes real their fear, as thousands of churches close each year across America.
Our Presbytery’s own, Crestline Presbytery Church, closed on Pentecost, May 20, 2018.
It might seem odd that Miss America 2.0 has something to teach the church, but I
believe it does. Like the Miss America Pageant, the church is struggling with relevancy. While the world is
wired, many churches are not. While the world communicates 24/7, Sunday morning is still our main
avenue of communication. How might we as a church, heed Shultis’ message, realizing that our future is
not guaranteed? My hope is that we, as a church, will be willing to reinvent ourselves in ways we can’t yet
even imagine, as we embrace our God-given life to the fullest.
Embracing life,
Pastor Cheryl

Your Property and Finance Committee at work: West Parking lot
received a slurry coat and restriping in September.

PEACE & GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING to be taken on
World Communion Sunday, October 7
One of the four annual offerings taken in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is the Peace and Global
Witness Offering. During September, you will receive two promotional bulletin inserts about this offering
urging your participation. The offering will be divided between the General Assembly efforts (50%), the
Presbytery and the local church (50%), which means First Presbyterian will retain 25% of the receipts for
a program or project that deals with conflict and/or nurtures reconciliation. “Peace at all TIMES and in
all WAYS” is the theme for this year’s offering from 2 Thessalonians 3:16. As you always are, let’s again
be generous partners in this special offering. Thank you!
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Session Highlights
September 2018
The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held the
regularly scheduled Stated Session Meeting on Monday, September 17,
2018 and took the following actions at the meeting:


Received the Financial Report for the month ending August 31, 2018:
Total Income:

$20,069.08

Total Expenditures:

$25,161.69

Excess Income/Expenses:

($5,092.61)

Balance in General Account:

$61,450.31



Approved the recommendation from the Outreach Committee to provide $500 (through PCUSA) to
support the work of Indonesian mission workers, Farsijana and Bernie Adeney-Risakotta, with their
work at the Duta Wacana Christian University.



Approved the recommendation from the Outreach Committee to provide $500 (through PCUSA) to
support Griya Jati Rasa’s Co-Op, which teaches women how to run a business and become financially
stable, emphasizing economic and environmental justice, relationships, and community building.

New Worship Time
Starts Sunday, October 14th
10:00 A.M.
The Session made the decision to move the start of the English language worship service to 10:00 a.m.,
starting Sunday, October 14, 2018. The Session reviewed survey information and had a lively discussion,
prior to making this decision. This worship time is scheduled to continue until Memorial Day weekend in
2019. During the Spring of 2019, the Session will review our experience with our new worship time.

Joni and Friends, Wheels for the World have sent a reminder that their Redlands group still
collects manual wheelchairs (and wheelchair parts) for Joni and Friends. Every wheelchair that is collected
is refurbished before being shipped to those in need,
children and adults, in third world countries. If you have
any donations, please email Tilden at
tildennancy@aol.com, or call her cell, (909) 519-1150.
Thank you for partnering with them to give the gift of
mobility throughout the world.
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Seeking Nominations
For Such a Time as This…
Are You Called to be an Elder or Deacon?

The Nominating Committee will begin their work in October as elders and deacons are essential to
our life and ministry together. Twelve elders along with our pastors comprise the Session, which “exercise
leadership, government, spiritual discernment and discipline and have responsibilities for the life of a
congregation.” Nine deacons along with our pastors comprise the Deacons, which is a ministry of
“compassion, witness, and service, sharing in the redeeming love of Jesus Christ” for those in need within
our congregation and in our local community. Both callings nurture and serve the health and wholeness of
our faith community.
Rich Frederick is the Moderator of Nominating Committee. Other members include Mahtab Bhatti,
Mark Evans, Lynn Jordan, Lina Tan and Sue Teele. Pastor Cheryl is an ex-officio member, which means
without vote.
As you discern whether or not to submit your name for consideration, know that active engagement
in the respective board is expected. Each Board meets monthly and has necessary work outside of these
monthly meetings. All elders will have the opportunity to be engaged in committee work as well: Christian
Education, Worship, Outreach, Fellowship, Personnel or Property and Finance. This sacred work is a labor of
love for this local church, which is “made one in Christ by the power of the Spirit, as a visible sign of the new
humanity.” Being the church is an exciting adventure as we seek God’s wisdom and work together by the
power of the Spirit to move us boldly into the future.

International Peacemaker Coming to
Riverside Presbytery
First Presbyterian Church will host an International Peacemaker, Roceni
Bakian, for one week, October 8-15. Rev. Roceni Bakian is a UCC pastor from
the Philippines who joins 9 other men and women coming from partner
churches around the world to the U.S. They visit Presbyteries, Synods,
congregations, and educational institutions. The International Peacemaker’s program is an integral part of
the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program and has been in existence since 1984.
Ms. Bakian will participate in one day of the Riverside Presbytery Pastor’s Retreat, will visit a farmworker
program in Mecca, will visit University of Redlands, and join Presbyterian Women in Riverside Presbytery
for a gathering. She will preach at First Church, Redlands on Sunday, October 14, and will lead an
educational opportunity following the worship.
We will pray for her in these days as she prepares to come to the U.S. You will not want to miss the
opportunity to take part in any of these events that are available! “By sharing stories of their work, these
peacemakers help us understand peace and justice concerns around the world and provide insights that can
inspire us to greater faithfulness.”
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First Presbyterian
Church of Redlands
The mission of the First
Presbyterian Church of
Redlands is to grow
spiritually with the
community by sharing
the love of Jesus Christ
with all who seek to
know God through
worship, prayer,
fellowship, and
evangelism.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF REDLANDS
An inclusive Community
of Faith, Hope, and Love

Save Postage +
Save Paper =
Save $$
We are pleased to share our newsletter with you and we
welcome your comments!
You may also view this newsletter on our web site. Go to
www.fpcredlands.org and then click on The Messenger
tab at the top of the page.

First Presbyterian
Church of Redlands
100 Cajon Street
P.O. Box 2009
Redlands CA 92373
(909) 793-2839
FPCRedlands@gmail.com
www.FPCRedlands.org
Return Service
Requested

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

