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The Messenger 

 “Is prayer your steering wheel or your spare tire,” wrote Corrie ten 
Boom. You might remember her family story, which she chronicles in The 
Hiding Place, telling how her family risked their own lives to save the lives of 
Jews in Nazi Germany. These words from scripture were the family’s guiding 
light, “You are my hiding place and my shield; I hope in your word.” 

 Is there a verse of scripture that guides your daily steps? Is there a verse 
of scripture that inspires you to takes risks for the sake of the gospel, even if it 
costs you like it did the ten Boom family?  The verses that came to mind first for 
me were the ones that have carried me through life’s adventures as well as its 
challenges. One of these verses is very short.  It is a mere three words.  Yet, the 
three words pack a powerful punch as well as an incredible challenge. “Pray 
without ceasing,” says Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy to the church in 
Thessalonica. 

 “Pray without ceasing,” but how? What were Paul, Silvanus, and 
Timothy trying to teach the church in Thessalonica? It is interesting to note that 
the Greek word for “without ceasing” in 1 Thessalonian 5:17 is “adialeiptos,” 
which doesn’t mean nonstop — but actually means “constantly recurring”. That 
is, “we can punctuate our moments with intervals of recurring prayer,” says 
Barry C. Black. Ralph Waldo Emerson makes the following observation in his 
sermon entitled, “Pray Without Ceasing”: “It is not only when we audibly and in 
form, address our petitions to the Deity that we pray. We pray without ceasing. 
Every secret wish is a prayer. Every house is a church; the corner of every street 
is a closet of devotion.” 

 This three-word verse reminds me daily that my whole life is to be a 
prayer. It also reminds me as Richard Rohr says, “That I cannot NOT be in the 
presence of God.” My whole life in all of its mundane and magnificent moments 
is to be present to the mystery we call God. This short verse is a light onto my 
path, for it awakens me to the reality of the Divine presence in the midst of 
everyday life.  

 During the month of September, starting September 9th, we are going to 

explore the topic of prayer through worship, education and practice. You will be 

invited to participate in our church wide focus, as circles of prayer are formed 

among us, and initiated on World Communion Sunday, October 7th. As Martin 
(Continued on page 9) 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN MONTHLY BOOK CLUB 

Book Club participants selected  

books for the next three months, 

at the July meeting.  

Educated: A Memoir, by Tara 

Westover, the book 

recommended for September, is 

“An unforgettable memoir in the 

tradition of The Glass Castle 

about a young girl who, kept out 

of school, leaves her survivalist 

family and goes on to earn a PhD 

from Cambridge University.”* 

Jerri Rodewald will host the 

September 6th meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You might want to get an early 

start on the tome selected for 

October because Pachinko, by 

Min Jin Lee is an epic family saga 

you won’t want to rush through. 

*Goodreads.com 
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September 1 Perveen Mall 

September 1 Dick Jones 

September 6 Hina Barkat 

September 7 Gabriella Sihombing 

September 8 Izar Martinez 

September 10 Jerri Rodewald 

September 12 Dominic Darren Lincoln Sugito  

September 12 Kasim Barus 

September 13 Susan Glascom 

September 13 Tehseen Suhail 

September 15 Hameed Barkat 

September 16 Mahtab Bhatti 

September 18 Monica M. Frederick 

September 19 Mary Lou Jones 

September 20 Patti Robertson 

September 21 JoAnne Andersen 

September 23 Diane Glascom 

September 26 Hart J. Tan 



STAFF WHEREABOUTS 
By Personnel Committee 

 

 Pastor Cheryl will be out of town over the 

Labor Day Weekend, from Thursday, August 30th 

through Monday, September 3rd, to celebrate her 

twin sons’ birthday with family and friends. This 

is a long-standing tradition for her family, as they 

gather at Park Moabi for a weekend of boating 

and jet skiing. Pastor Cheryl and Paul would 

welcome your prayers for their time away with 

family and friends.  

 Pastor Cheryl will be at Zephyr Point 

Conference Center from Wednesday, September 

12th through Sunday, September 16th. She will be 

providing pastoral education for the Pacific 

Region Administrative Personnel Association 

(APA). The Mission of APA is to offer 

opportunities for professional development and 

personal growth for those called by God to serve 

as support staff of the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.).   This will be Pastor Cheryl’s sixth year 

as their pastoral educator! She will be teaching 

the following courses: Reformed Theology Part A 

and B and Spirituality: Nature as a Mirror of God. 

Other classes offered include Risk Management; 

Polity I: Part A&B; Sexual Harassment; and 

Newsletters and Bulletins. Please pray for Pastor 

Cheryl and the church support staff that will 

attend the APA Conference. 

 Judy has just purchased a camping 

trailer and will no doubt be scheduling some mini

-vacations to try it out.  We will keep you posted 

about any office closures.  

SEPTEMBER WORSHIP  

SCHEDULE 

September 2, 2018  Communion  

Rev. Timm High 

First Reading  Psalm 150:1-6 

Second Reading  John 9:1-12 

The Message   Do We Know? 

 

September 9, 2018     

First Reading  Psalm 145:1-3 

Second Reading  Philippians 4:4-7 

Third Reading  1 Thessalonians 5:17 

The Message  As Essential as Breath 

   

September 16, 2018 Rev. Ron Duvall 

First Reading  Genesis 2:4b-9, 15 

Second Reading  Matthew 6:5-8 

The Message  Beyond Words 

  

September 23, 2018 

First Reading  Psalm 102:1-7 

Second Reading  1 Chronicles 4:10 

Third Reading  Matthew 6:9-15 

The Message  Yearning for Fluency 

 

September 30, 2018  

First Reading  Isaiah 1:15-20 

Second Reading  Matthew 7:7-11 

Third Reading  2 Corinthians 12:6-9a 

The Message  Prayer Dilemmas 

 

Indonesian Language Worship Service, 

led by Pastor Hart Tan, is at 5:00 p.m., each 

Sunday in September. 
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The Peace of Wild Things 

By Wendell Berry 

 

When despair grows in me 

and I wake in the middle of the night at 

the least sound 

in fear of what life and my children’s 

lives may be, 

I go and lie down where the wood 

drake 

rests in his beauty on the water, 

and the great heron feeds. I come into 

the peace of wild things 

who do not tax their lives with forethought 

of grief. I come into the presence of the still water. 

And I feel above me the day-blind stars 

waiting with their light. For a time 

I rest in the grace of the world, and am free. 

 

Where do you rest in the grace of the world? How might the natural 

world spur your remembrance that God is with us?  I just need to step 

out my back door into my yard to enjoy the abundance of wild things. 

The pond in my backyard is a place of grace for me, as dragon flies 

dance, birds play and lizards sunbathe. Just below the surface of the 

pond’s crystal clear water colorful koi dart and dash together in rhythmic 

circles. There is a peace in these wild things for me; how about for you? 

Spend some time with Berry’s words, reflecting on what God might be 

speaking into your life through them and through the peace of wild 

things. 

CONTEMPLATIVE CORNER  
 

Reflecting on God’s presence in our lives   
by Pastor Cheryl 
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WHAT’S 

HAPPENING ON 

CAMPUS 

 

Citizens Church w ill be 

holding their Sunday School 

classes in our upstairs 

classrooms on Sunday, 

September 2nd.  The space 

they normally use on the U of 

R campus is occasionally 

needed for other events, 

forcing them to reach out to us 

for assistance. We appreciate 

the opportunity to support our 

brothers and sisters in Christ 

and welcome their young 

people to our campus. 

 

Linda Carrier will be showing 

off the talents of her piano 

students in a recital slated for 

Monday, September 17, at 6:30 

p.m.  It will be held in the 

sanctuary 

 

The Redlands Camera 

Club holds their  bi-monthly 

meetings in John Knox Hall on 

the first and third Mondays of 

the month from 6:00—9:00 

p.m.  

Agape House of Praise 

meets here weekly on Friday 

evenings, between 7:00 –

10:00 p.m. 

Redlands Indonesian 

Seventh Day Adventists 

hold a worship service and 

fellowship in our hall on 

Saturdays between 9:00 a.m.—

4:00 p.m. 

A chapter of Alcoholics 

Anonymous m eets in 

Classroom 1, every Wednesday 

evening, at 7:00 p.m. 



  

SEPTEMBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT FPC REDLANDS 

2 Sunday   

9:30 a.m. 

English Worship 

Rev. Timm High 

5:00 p.m. 

Indonesian  

Language Worship         

3   Monday 

Labor Day 

Church office 

closed 

4  Tuesday 5  Wednesday 

 

6 Thursday 

7:00 a.m. 

Sunrise 

10:00 a.m.  

Deacons  

 7:00 p.m. 

Book Club  

7   Friday           

10:00 a.m.  

Knitting  

Companions 

8  Saturday      

Presbytery 

Meeting in 

Ridgecrest 

9 

9:30 a.m. 

English Worship 

5:00 p.m. 

Indonesian  

Language Worship 

5:45 p.m. 

Youth Activities  

10 

5:00 p.m. 

Worship Mtg. 

  

11 

5:15 p.m. 

Property &  

Finance 

  

12 

 

 

 

Pastor Cheryl 

goes to Tahoe 

13 

7:00 a.m. 

Sunrise 

 9:30 a.m. 

Christian  

Education 

  

14 15 

 

16 

9:30 a.m. 

English Worship 

Rev. Ron Duvall 

5:00 p.m. 

Indonesian  

Language Worship 

5:45 p.m. 

Youth Activities  

17 

6:30 p.m. 

Session 

 

 

Pastor Cheryl 

returns 

  

 

18 

 

 

19 20 

7:00 a.m. 

Sunrise 

 11:30 a.m. 

Joint Circles 

BYO Luncheon 

21 22 

 

23 

9:30 a.m. 

English Worship 

5:00 p.m. 

Indonesian  

Language Worship 

5:45 p.m. 

Youth Activities  

24 

7:00 p.m. 

Outreach 

25 

12:00 p.m. 

Bridge Club 

  

26 

 

27 

7:00 a.m. 

Sunrise 

  

  

28 

 

29 

30 

9:30 a.m. 

English Worship 

Rev. Ron Duvall 

5:00 p.m. 

Indonesian  

Language Worship 

5:45 p.m. 
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SUNRISE STARTS   
IN SEPTEMBER! 

Thursdays at 7:00 
a.m. 

 

Sunrise is an opportunity to 

listen for the stirrings of God in the 

midst of our lives through scripture.  

You are invited to gather in the 

narthex of the sanctuary at 7:00 a.m. 

on Thursday mornings from 

September 6th through October 11th. 

 As we gather, we will 

participate in the spiritual practice 

called Lectio Divina, which simply 

translated means divine reading.  

This is a contemplative way to enter 

the biblical text, to be known rather 

than to know. Answering the 

question of how God is speaking into 

one’s life at this particular time is 

the work of Lectio Divina.   

As the psalmist reminds us 

in the chaos of our world and daily 

lives, “Be still and know that I am 

God.” Sunrise is an opportunity 

to be still enough to hear God speak 

into our lives.   
 

The Believe Walk 

Let’s Impact Our Community with Hope! 

Sunday, October 7, 2018 

Registration Deadline September 26th is Fast Approaching 

 

This year the Believe Walk falls on Communion Sunday, October 7th. 

Our All Church Worship Service for World Communion Sunday will be held at 

4:00 p.m. on that Sunday, so that we, as a church we can fully participate and 

support the Believe Walk. Together, we have formed Team Presbyterian for 

the second year, inviting Community Presbyterian Church, 1st Presbyterian 

Church San Bernardino, as well as the whole Presbytery to join us. 

We need walkers, so if you plan to walk please let Pastor Cheryl or 

Judy Tanner know, as the office will handle the online registration. 

Scholarships are available to assist with the $35 per person registration fee, if 

needed. 

In Matthew we hear Jesus say these words, “I was sick and you took 

care of me…” We have the opportunity to respond to those whose lives are 

impacted by cancer by walking in the Believe Walk. Last year, walkers were 

deeply moved by their participation. Be a part of Team Presbyterian whether 

you can walk the distance or pray for those walking or contribute through 

Team Presbyterian online: 

http://sbc.convio.net/site/TR/Events/BelieveWalk?

team_id=11754&pg=team&fr_id=1130   

“The purpose of the Stater Bros. Charities & Inland Women Fighting 

Cancer Believe Walk is to raise critical funds that support cancer-fighting 

organizations in this region. Through the generosity of sponsors and donors; 

the Believe Walk will directly impact lives, by providing funds to improve 

cancer care and support services for cancer patients and their families in the 

Inland Empire communities of Southern California.” 

Let’s be Team Presbyterian for the glory of God! 
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The FPC Knitting Companions invite knitters, novice to 

expert, to join them on the first Friday of the month, at 

10:00 a.m., in classroom 1, where they create comforting lap 

robes for shut-ins and veterans. It’s not all hard work; the  

camaraderie of  shared labor makes it a labor of love. 



 

You Are Invited to Participate! 

 

On October 7th we will commission church-wide Circles of 

Prayer a t ou r  4:00 p.m . All Chur ch W orship Serv ice. 

Martin Luther King Jr. reminded us, “To be Christian without 

prayer is no more possible than to be alive without breathing.”  

Prayer is essential to our faith journey.  

I have heard this affirmed many times as individuals have 

shared with me the power of prayer for their lives in times of crisis, 

especially the power of communal prayer. But, what about the 

power of communal prayer in our everyday lives? Rev. Ron Duvall’s 

experience of the power of communal prayer, lead him to approach 

the Session with the suggestion of starting Circles of Prayer  for our 

everyday lives.  

Through the Session’s discernment, circles of prayer will be formed organically. In order to do 

that, we need your involvement, whether this starts with two groups of six to eight members or twenty 

groups. The prayer of the Session is that Circles of Prayer  will become essential to the DNA of our 

church. That is, everyone will want to be a part of a Circle of Prayer. Circles of Prayer w ill be 

formed with diversity in mind, as we receive names of those who feel called to participate and as we 

begin this adventure together.  

Here are some thoughts as to how a Circle of Prayer would function: 

 A Circle of Prayer will normally consist of 6 to 8 individuals, but no more than 10.  

 The Circle of Prayer groups will be formed to help us meet those we may not yet know. Family 

members may choose to be together in a circle or indicate they would like to be in separate circles. 

 A Circle of Prayer member would commit to pray for each member of his or her respective Circle of 

Prayer daily for  a year . The intent w ill be to renew  our  Circle of Prayer  com m itm ents 

each October on World Communion Sunday. This would not preclude an individual from joining a 

Circle of Prayer or  creating a new  Circle of Prayer throughout the year .  

 Each Circle of Prayer would determine how best to communicate with each other prayer concerns or 

joys – text, email, voice, in person, etc. The commitment is to pray for one another, although the 

group may feel called to meet together on occasion to deepen their prayer life together. 

 For communication purposes with the church, it would be helpful if each Circle of Prayer designated 

a contact person. 

 Circle of Prayer stories from  groups w ould be w elcom ed in the Messenger  and/or  for  

sharing during our times of worship. Sharing how the Spirit is at work in your lives may be 

transformational for others.  

This vision will not be possible without your involvement. Please let Pastor Cheryl or another Session 

member know of your willingness to be a part of this new adventure.  
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CIRCLES OF PRAYER 
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Adverts 

  

 We are looking for 

individuals to help teach 

and work in our therapy 

garden at Hannah's House 

of Hope.  If you are knowledgeable, patient with children, and 

eager to serve in this capacity, we would love to meet with 

you.   We are looking for volunteers to spend one Saturday 

morning per month with our families to help in our garden, with a 

special focus on teaching basic gardening skills, gardening 

benefits, and/or healthy eating.  Women or couples preferred.  Your gifts and skills will really make a 

difference in a family’s life. See Jerri Rodewald for more information if you’re interested in helping. 

 

Circles to Meet for  

Bible Study 

 

 The Coffee Shop Circle and 

Wenonah Circle will join together 

for lunch and Bible Study on 

Thursday, September 20, 2018, at 

11:30 a.m. in Classroom 1.   

Everyone is invited to bring their 

own sack lunch.  Coffee, tea and 

water will be provided.  

 The Circles will be starting 

the 2018-2019 Horizons Bible Study 

God’s Promise I Am With You, by 

Amy Poling Sutherlun. The study 

will take readers on a trip through 

the scriptures to consider 

circumstances in which God said He 

will be with us.  Lesson one “God 

with Us Wherever We Are” will be 

led by Pastor Cheryl. 

 The Bible Study books are 
$10.00. Please contact Karen 
Dwight at (909) 793-2386 if you 
would like to purchase one. 

Presbyterian Women in the  

Presbytery of Riverside 

2018 Fall Gathering 

 

 

 

Presbyterian Peacemaking Program 

Featuring Guest Speaker 

Rocení Bakían 

2018 Presbyterian International Peacemaker 

Saturday, October 13, 2018 

9:30 a.m. 

Beaumont First Presbyterian Church 

702 Euclid Avenue, Beaumont, CA  

Registration $10—lunch included 

R.S.V.P. by Wednesday, October 3, 2018 to 

Lou Jolliff—jolliff8771@roadrunner.com (619) 403-3262 



Luther King Jr. reminds us, “To be a Christian without prayer is no more possible than to be 

alive without breathing.” That is, prayer is essential to who we are as people of faith. 

 I am sure you have questions about prayer, so please feel free to share them with me 

or Pastor Hart or bring them to the educational opportunities after church on Sunday 

mornings.  Prayer is essential, so let’s begin to learn what it means to pray without ceasing as 

a church as well as individuals. 

 

Learning to pray without ceasing, 

Pastor Cheryl   

(Continued from page 1) 
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Peace and Global Witness Offering to be taken on  

World Communion Sunday, October 7  

 

One of the four annual offerings taken in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is the Peace and Global 

Witness Offering.  During September, you will receive two promotional bulletin inserts about this offering  

urging your participation.   The offering will be divided between the General Assembly efforts (50%), the 

Presbytery and the local church (50%), which means First Presbyterian will retain 25% of the receipts for 

a program or project that deals with conflict and/or nurtures reconciliation.   “Peace at all TIMES and in 

all WAYS” is the theme for this year’s offering from 2 Thessalonians 3:16.   As you always are, let’s again 

be generous partners in this special offering.  Thank you! 

 

 

And, speaking of this 

congregation’s generosity… 

 

Here’s a BIG SHOUT-OUT to 

everyone who participated in 

Christmas in July for the Veterans.   

We purchased Gas cards in the 

amount of $850 ; 30 wheel chair bags 

were sewn; and many toiletries were 

donated.   What a super response! As 

always, your generosity is met with 

many, many thanks.   We especially 

thank Lina Tan and Enny Sitompul 

who made the beautiful wheel chair 

bags, and to the FPC Knitting 

Companions for the cozy lap robes 

they made. 

The Pastor’s Corner 



Session Highlights 

August 2018 

 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held the regularly scheduled Stated Session Meeting on 

Monday, August 20, 2018 and took the following actions at the meeting:  

 

Received the Financial Report for the month ending July 31, 2018: 
 

         Total Income:   $28,844.21  

     

                                        Total Expenditures:  $28,954.43  

   

   Excess Income/Expenses:    ($110.22)  

  

          Balance in General Account: $69,406.37 

 

 Approved the recommendation from the Property & Finance Committee authorizing the repair and sealing of the 

4th Street parking lot, at an amount not to exceed $5,000.   

 After reviewing and discussing the recent Congregational Survey, approved a change for the time of the Sunday 

morning English language Worship Service.  The approved change for the morning worship will be as follows:  

10:00 a.m. from Sunday October 14, 2018 through Sunday, May 26, 2019,  

including the All-Church Worship Services. 

 Session will then review the success of this new start time in the spring of 2019. 

 

A Message From the Deacons 

 

Your donations to the Deacons Fund made it possible to give $351 to Family 

Service Association in July.  These cash donations supplemented the 

generous outpouring of non-perishable food and toiletries you donated in 

response to the request for donations to offset the loss of school lunches 

during the summer break, for children from low income families. 

It’s vital to their operation to know that they can count on our support every 

month. Your regular donations make it possible for Family Service to provide 

case management and basic service programs for low-income and homeless 

families. These programs strive to strengthen families and direct them 

toward self-sufficiency. 

Your unwavering generosity is never taken for granted, even as it is relied 

upon.  We receive a letter of appreciation from Family Service Association 

for each donation. 
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Adult Formation – Sunday at 11:00 A.M. 

Continuing the Conversation on Prayer  

 

After the 9:30 a.m. worship service on four consecutive Sundays in September, we will further explore the 

topic of prayer in classroom 1. The sermon will act as our diving board, and hopefully we will be willing to 

dive deep into the waters of our own lives and experiences with prayer. Pastor Cheryl and Pastor Ron will 

facilitate our sessions, as outlined below: 

Sunday, September 9th – Pray without Ceasing  Pastor Cheryl 

Sunday, September 16th – Beyond Words  Pastor Ron  

Sunday, September 23rd –Yearning for Fluency  Pastor Cheryl 

Sunday, September 30th – Prayer Dilemmas  Pastor Cheryl 

May prayer continue to move us from knowing about God to knowing God, as well as be known by God. 

 

International Peacemaker Coming to  

Riverside Presbytery 

First Presbyterian Church will host an International Peacemaker, Roceni 

Bakian, for one week, October 8-15.  Rev. Roceni Bakian is a UCC pastor from 

the Philippines who joins 9 other men and women coming from partner 

churches around the world to the U.S.  They visit Presbyteries, Synods, 

congregations, and educational institutions. The International Peacemaker’s 

program is an integral part of the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program and has been in existence since 1984.   

Ms. Bakian will participate in one day of the Riverside Presbytery Pastor’s Retreat, will visit a farmworker 

program in Mecca, will visit University of Redlands, and join Presbyterian Women in Riverside Presbytery 

for a gathering.   She will preach at First Church, Redlands on Sunday, October 14, and will lead an 

educational opportunity following the worship.   

We will pray for her in these days as she prepares to come to the U.S. You will not want to miss the 

opportunity to take part in any of these events that are available! “By sharing stories of their work, these 

peacemakers help us understand peace and justice concerns around the world and provide insights that can 

inspire us to greater faithfulness.”      
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Presbyterian Women in the 

Synod of Southern California and 

Hawaii 

 

“Arise, Shine, 

Your Light Has Come!” 

Reflecting on the Light 

Saturday, October 6, 2018 

9:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 

 

Westminster Gardens 

Packard Hall 

1420 Santo Domingo Avenue 

Duarte, CA 91010 

Registration $12   - Lunch Included 

RSVP by mail, e-mail, or phone by September 29, 2018 to: 

Pam Hodges 

8101 Dunbarton Avenue 

Los Angeles, CA 90045 

PamHaji@ca.rr.com or (310) 645 – 0258 

Presbyterian Women in the Synod of Southern California and Hawaii 

2018 Fall Gathering – “Arise, Shine, Your Light Has Come!” Reflecting on the Light 

Name ______________________________ # Attending ______ Total Amount Enclosed $_______ 

Presbytery/Church 

_________________________________________________________________ 
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August 24-26 

2018 

Oxnard, CA 
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First Presbyterian 

Church of Redlands 

The mission of the First 

Presbyterian Church of 

Redlands is to grow 

spiritually with the 

community by sharing 

the love of Jesus Christ 

with all who seek to 

know God through 

worship, prayer, 

fellowship, and 

evangelism. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF REDLANDS 

An inclusive Community 

of Faith, Hope, and Love 

 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

First Presbyterian 
Church of Redlands 

 
100 Cajon Street 
P.O. Box 2009 

Redlands CA 92373 
 

(909) 793-2839 
FPCRedlands@gmail.com 

www.FPCRedlands.org 
 

Return Service 

Requested 

Save Postage + 

Save Paper = 

Save $$ 

We are pleased to share our newsletter with you and we 

welcome your comments! 

You may also view this newsletter on our web site. Go to 

www.fpcredlands.org and then click on The Messenger 

tab at the top of the page. 


