First Presbyterian Church of Redlands

November 1, 2018

The Messenger
The Pastor’s Corner
A CONDITION OF THE HEART
Have you noticed God’s generosity lately? Have you noticed a
beautifully painted, cloud-filled sky, as the sun slips behind the mountains?
Have you enjoyed a wonderfully delicious meal? As you have walked through
your neighborhood, have you noticed a butterfly flitting among blossoms? Has
God answered a prayer for you? Has a friend showed up just when you needed a
word of encouragement? God’s generosity takes many forms in our lives, yet do
we notice?
In the beginning of time, God lavishly formed and fashioned all of
creation. God created that which is good - even very good. Then God gave to
humanity the gift of this world and asked us to care for it and enjoy it.
Throughout scripture God’s generosity is evident, for God promises to be with
us, to keep us wherever we go, to bring us back when we have gone astray, and
to never leave us or forsake us. And then there is God’s generous compassion
that the prophet Jeremiah says will never fail us.
Yet, what do we do in response to what we generously receive from
God? Do we stop in the midst of our busy day and say, “Thank you, God”? Do
we blurt out joyous prayers seasoned with gratefulness even if we are in a
crowd? Do we seek to be as generous as Christ was among us – healing,
teaching, feeding, freeing, loving – those excluded, discarded or ignored on our
city streets and around the world? Does the way in which we order our lives
reflect God’s generous spirit at work within us?
Research has proven that it is not what we have that determines how
generous we are in response to God’s generosity. In fact, those who have less
often given more. Do you remember the story of the widow’s mite? She gave all
she had, not withholding anything. While those with plenty gave sparingly.
Generosity is not a result of what we have or don’t have. Generosity springs
from the condition of our hearts. Awareness of God’s generosity in our lives
(Continued on page 6)
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN MONTHLY BOOK CLUB
Our November selection, Hillbilly
Elegy, by J.D. Vance will be the
topic of discussion at Pastor
Cheryl’s and Paul’s house, on
Thursday, November first.
Then in December, we will share
our thoughts about Oscar Wilde’s
The Picture of Dorian Gray.
Written in his distinctively
dazzling manner, Oscar Wilde’s
story of a fashionable young man
who sells his soul for eternal
youth and beauty is the author’s
most popular work. The tale of
Dorian Gray’s moral
disintegration caused a scandal
when it ﬁrst appeared in 1890,
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but though
Wilde was
attacked for the
novel’s
corrupting
inﬂuence, he
responded that
there is, in fact,
“a terrible
moral
in Dorian
Gray.” Just a few years later, the
book and the aesthetic/moral
dilemma it presented became
issues in the trials occasioned by
Wilde’s homosexual liaisons,
which resulted in his
imprisonment. *

*Goodreads.com

STAFF WHEREABOUTS
By Personnel Committee

November Worship Schedule
November 4, 2018

10:00 a.m.

English Worship Service
Daylight Savings Time Ends
Pastor Cheryl and
her family will be
traveling to Paso
Robles, California
for Thanksgiving.
Paul’s mother and
siblings live in the
area. She will be away from the office from
Wednesday, November 21st through Saturday,
November 24th. She will be with us in worship
on Sunday, November 25th.

First Reading

Proverbs 3:5-6 & 17:3

Second Reading

Matthew 6:24-34

The Message

What’s Your Priority?

Indonesian Language Worship Service
5:00 p.m.
November 11, 2018

10:00 a.m.

English Worship Service
Veterans Day
First Reading

Proverbs 11:28 & 23:5

Second Reading

1 Timothy 6:6-19

The Message

Real Life!

Indonesian Language Worship Service
5:00 p.m.
November 18, 2018 10:00 a.m.
English Worship Service

The Presbyterian Women’s group at First
Presbyterian Church of Redlands has formed a
new Bible study group that meets evenings, in
hope that it will provide an opportunity for
women who have other obligations during the
day, to enjoy the fellowship of a women’s Bible
study circle.
The first meeting was held at Jerri Rodewald’s
house on Thursday, October 18, and the plan is
to continue to meet on the third Thursday of
the month, at 7:00 p.m. Jerri will graciously
host the meeting, unless it grows too large for
her home. The next meeting will be on
Thursday, November 15, at 7:00 p.m.

First Reading

2 Samuel 23:1-7

Second Reading

John 18:33-37

The Message

To Whom Do You
Belong?

Indonesian Language Worship Service
5:00 p.m.
November 25, 2018

10:00 a.m.

English Worship Service
First Reading

Jeremiah 23:1-6

Second Reading

Colossians 1:11-20

The Message

First Place!

Indonesian Language Worship Service
5:00 p.m.

You are welcome to join the group when and if
time permits in your busy work week. We
welcome your questions, your perspective, and
your fellowship as we explore the Presbyterian
Women’s 2018-2019 Bible Study guide, “God’s
Promise: I am With You.”
Call Jerri (909) 335-3042 for more details.
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WHAT’S
HAPPENING ON
CAMPUS

CONTEMPLATIVE CORNER
Reflecting on God’s presence in our lives
by Pastor Cheryl
The Gratitude We Intend
By Walter Brueggemann

Redlands Camera Club
will hold a photography class
in Classroom 1, the first three
Tuesdays in November, from
6:00—9:00 p.m.
Presbyterian Women w ill
hold their luncheon in the
narthex, on Saturday,
November 10th, from 11:00
a.m.—3:00 p.m.
Regular Gatherings
The Redlands Camera
Club holds th eir bi-monthly
meetings in John Knox Hall on
the first and third Mondays of
the month from 6:00—9:00
p.m.
Agape House of Praise
meets here weekly on Friday
evenings, between 7:00 –
10:00 p.m.
Redlands Indonesian
Seventh Day Adventists
hold a worship service and
fellowship in our hall on
Saturdays between 9:00 a.m.—
4:00 p.m.
A chapter of Alcoholics
Anonymous m eets in
Classroom 1, every Wednesday
evening, at 7:00 p.m.
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The witnesses tell of your boundless generosity,
and their telling is compelling to us:
You give your word to call the worlds into being;
You give your sovereign rule to emancipate the slaves
and the oppressed;
You give your life for the life of the world…
broken bread that feeds,
poured out wine that binds and heals.
You give… we receive… and are thankful.
We begin this day in gratitude,
thanks that is a match to your self-giving,
gratitude in gifts offered,
gratitude in tales told,
gratitude in lives lived.
Gratitude willed, but not so readily lived,
held back by old wounds turned to powerful resentment,
retarded by early fears become vague anxiety,
restrained by self-sufficiency in a can-do-arrogance,
blocked by amnesia unable to recall gifts any longer.
Do this yet. Create innocent space for us this day
for the gratitude we intend.
In thankfulness,
we will give,
we will tell,
we will live,
your gift through us to gift the world.
As you reflect on these words from Walter Brueggemann, what
stirs within you? Are there words of gratitude that you intended to give,
but never did? Are there actions of gratefulness that never made it out
the door? How might God’s generosity inspire our generosity? As a
nation we will celebrate Thanksgiving on Thursday, November 22nd, yet
let’s not confine our thanksgiving to one day a year. Thanks be to God for
the gift of this day and all days!

NOVEMBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT FPC REDLANDS
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1 Thursday

2 Friday

10:00 a.m.
Deacons

10:00 a.m.
Knitting
Companions

7:00 p.m.
Book Club
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10:00 a.m.
English Worship

7:00 p.m.
Outreach

5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language Worship

5:00 p.m.
Worship Mtg.

6

7

8

9

9:30 a.m.
Christian
Education

3 Saturday

10
11:30 a.m.
Presbyterian
Women’s
Luncheon

5:45 p.m.
Youth Activities
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12

10:00 a.m.
English Worship

13

14

5:15 p.m.
Property &
Finance

15

16

11:00 a.m.
Coffee Shop
Circle—Luann
hosts

5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language Worship

17
Presbytery at
St. Andrews in
Indio

7:00 p.m.
Evening Circle
Jerri hosts

5:45 p.m.
Youth Activities
18

19

9:30 a.m.
English Worship

6:30 p.m.
Session

20

21
1:30 p.m.
Wenonah Circle
Classroom 1

5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language Worship

22

23

24

Thanksgiving
Day
Church Office
Closed

5:45 p.m.
Youth Activities
28
10:00 a.m.
English Worship

29

30
12:00 p.m.
Bridge Club

5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language Worship
6:00 p.m.
Redlands Youth
Connection
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(Continued from page 1)

The Pastor’s Corner

transforms us; for Ezekiel reminds us of this saying,
“God will remove our hearts of stone and give us
hearts of flesh,” hearts beating with God’s spirit of
generosity.

Fall Back!
Daylight Savings Time
November 4th at 2:00 am!
Don’t forget to set your clocks back
on Saturday evening, November 3rd,
before you go to bed. If you forget to
fall back, you will be an hour early
for worship! If you are early, you can
enjoy the choir practice or even
jump in and join the choir. Of
course, you can join the choir any
Sunday by arriving at 8:15 a.m. I
know Alina, as well as the choir
members, would welcome your
presence.

Youth Connection
We had nine students (6th to 12th
grades), along with Wilson Kayange,
Paul Raine, and Pastor Cheryl attend
the second Redlands Youth
Connection. There were 64 young
people who enjoyed games,
contemporary worship, bible
teaching, and an ice cream social.
Eight different churches participated
and fun was had by all! Thanks be to
God for the willingness of local
pastors to work together to provide a
gathering place for our youth once a
month on the last Sunday of the
month. The next gathering will be
November 25th, from 6:00 to 8:00
p.m. Parents, put the date on your
calendar and encourage your kids to
invite their friends! Any questions,
just ask Pastor Cheryl.
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So, what is the condition of your heart? Is it
beating with God’s spirit of generosity? Do you
willingly and cheerfully, I might add, give of yourself to others? I do on
Wednesday mornings, for I give an hour and a half of my time to listen
to Kingsbury 1st graders read to me! I always come away from that
experience wanting to be even more generous with my time. Do you
look for opportunities to share your talents that God has gifted you
with? Have you shared your financial resources with others to bring a
bit of heaven on earth?
What I find truly amazing about generosity, is that God’s math
gets involved. That is, when you give generously of yourself you don’t
have less; you have more! When you invest in others, the dividends are
greater than the investment. My prayer for all of us is that our hearts
will be as generous as God’s, as we seek to be faithful followers of
Christ through this faith community.
Willingly generous,
Pastor Cheryl

On Sunday, October 7, 2018, Team
Presbyterian had 40 registered walkers.
Together with other generous donors, we
raised $1,840 for the 2018 Believe Walk.
The total fund raising for the Believe Walk
has reached $270,349.50 for
2018. There is still time to help
the Believe Walk make its goal of
$300,000 by year end.
Get ready to support
Team Presbyterian next year on
Sunday, October 6th! We value
all walkers, prayers and
donations! Together we are
making a difference in our
community.
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July 16-20, 2019 at Purdue
University

Presbyterian Youth Triennium is a gathering for high school age youth from the Presbyterian
Church (USA) and the Cumberland Presbyterian Church that occurs every three years. The 2019 event runs
July 16-20, 2019 at Purdue University. The theme for the 2019 event is “Here’s My Heart”. Check out the
Triennium promo trailer at https://presbyterianyouthtriennium.org/ or ask Paul or Pastor Cheryl about their
experiences at the lovely Purdue campus in Indiana.

Commitment Sunday
November 18, 2019

What is Per Capita?
Per Capita is how we fund our system of governance and
interconnection in the PC(USA).
The amount of per capita is set each year based on the requests of the
Office of General Assembly, the Synod, and the Presbytery.
The congregation sends their per capita offering to the Presbytery
which distributes it to the other entities.
The amount per congregation is determined by a previous year’s
statistical reports.
For example, the 2019 per capita is paid on 2017 statistical reports.

2019 Per Capita $36.00 per member

8

Your Session is working to
develop the financial blue print for
our ministry goals next year,
knowing that without your prayerful
support and financial gifts our
ministry together would not be
possible. It is through the generosity
of members and friends of the
congregation, and through facility
usage fees by other organizations,
that we are able to dream dreams
and continue to expand our
community outreach, work to
transform lives, and improve our
campus.
As you prayerfully reflect on
God’s generosity in your own life,
consider making a financial
commitment to the life and ministry
of our church for 2019. Once the
commitments are received the
Session will be able to finalize plans
for 2019. We give thanks for God’s
generous provision for us this year
and trust in God’s provision as we
envision our future together in 2019.

Your Mission
Donations Bear
Fruit!
Aden and Hadsa attend
school because of your
generosity.

PEB SCHOOL SYSTEM SANGLA HILL

CHRISTIAN GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL, KASUR

Annual Examination 2018 RESULT

Annual Examination 2018 RESULT

Subject

Student’s
score

Possible
score

Subject

Student’s
score

Possible
score

English

81

100

English

47.5

100

Urdu

73

100

Urdu

84.5

100

Math

61

75

Math

86

100

Science

67

75

Science

60

100

Social Studies 45

50

History

29.5

50

Ethics/
Islamiayat

43

50

Geography

29

50

Computer

42

50

Home
Economics

60

100

Total

412

500

53

100

Percentage

82.4

Ethics/
Islamiayat

Grade

A

Computer

70.5

100

Total

520

800

Percentage

65

Grade

C+

At the request of the Outreach Committee, the Session
voted to approve up to $500 to match congregational
offerings for the earthquake and tsunami in Indonesia
this past month. The congregation has responded
generously, and $1,000 will be sent to Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance.

Funds have also been received, designated for other Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. We thank you for
your generosity and commitment to people around the world being affected by natural disasters.
9

Session Highlights
October 2018
The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held the
regularly scheduled Stated Session Meeting on Monday, October 15,
2018 and took the following actions at the meeting:


Received the Financial Report for the month ending September 30, 2018:



Total Income:

$24,930.88

Total Expenditures:

$20,990.33

Excess Income/Expenses:

($3,940.55)

Balance in General Account:

$65,557.52

Approved the recommendation from the Outreach Committee to match up to $500 given by the
congregation to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance in response to the Indonesian tsunami.

Deacon Message
Gayle Timilione

On Sunday, October 14, Donna Ferracone, who is the RFS Board
President, spoke to the congregation about the programs offered
through Redlands Family Service. Your donations to the Deacons
Fund help support those programs.
Family Service was founded by Alfred Smiley 120 years ago. It has 900
volunteers who daily help low-income and at risk families in our
service area by providing housing and food assistance, meals, clothing,
educational programs, counseling, and hope, to more than 9,500
struggling individuals each year. Their programs promote family
stability and help families back to self-sufficiency after a financial
crisis.
Their goal is to "Alleviate poverty, encourage self-sufficiency, promote
the dignity of all," and "to give a hand up, not a hand out!"
Thank you everyone for your continued support to make these goals attainable.
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It’s a Celebration!!!
30 Years Of Presbyterian Women and
130 Years of Thank Offering

Presbyterian Women’s Luncheon
Saturday, November 10, 2018
In the Narthex
11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Come and hear how Presbyterian Women has evolved in
the past 30 years.
Learn about the Celebration of Giving
Hear about a few of the Programs the
Thank Offering has given grants.
The Thank Offering will be received and dedicated.
Lunch $10.00 donation
R.S.V.P. to Karen Dwight 909-794-2386 by Nov. 6, 2018
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The Redlands Area Interfaith Council
invites you to its annual multi-faith

Thanksgiving Celebration
"Hearts and Hands and Voices"

Sunday, November 18, 2018, 7:30 p.m.
Holy Name of Jesus Catholic Church
115 West Olive Avenue, Redlands, CA
Experience one of Redlands' most treasured
holiday events and enjoy words and music of
thanksgiving from many faith traditions.
Join the Holy Name of Jesus annual food drive by bringing a
non-perishable food donation for the Redlands Family
Service Association Food Bank.
Refreshments following service
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Presbytery of Riverside Stated Meeting
SATURDAY, November 17, 2018
9:30 a.m. Registration for the Presbytery Meeting
Hosted by St. Andrew Community Presbyterian Church
47192 Monroe Street Indio, CA 92201
760-347-5344
RSVP AS A RULING ELDER OR A TECHING ELDER COMMISSIONER
BY NOON, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14

All commissioners are invited to fully enter into the day’s offerings of worship and the
discernment of God’s mission and ministry within the Presbytery of Riverside. Please remember
everyone needs to sign in at the registration table indicating your presence. This is how
attendance is taken. 10:00 Meeting Convenes with opening and welcome; 10:15 Worship; 11:00
Meeting Continues; 12:00 Lunch 12:45; 3:00 Meeting Continues and Concludes.
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First Presbyterian
Church of Redlands
The mission of the First
Presbyterian Church of
Redlands is to grow
spiritually with the
community by sharing
the love of Jesus Christ
with all who seek to
know God through
worship, prayer,
fellowship, and
evangelism.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF REDLANDS
An inclusive Community
of Faith, Hope, and Love

Save Postage +
Save Paper =
Save $$
We are pleased to share our newsletter with you and we
welcome your comments!
You may also view this newsletter on our web site. Go to
www.fpcredlands.org and then click on The Messenger
tab at the top of the page.

First Presbyterian
Church of Redlands
100 Cajon Street
P.O. Box 2009
Redlands CA 92373
(909) 793-2839
FPCRedlands@gmail.com
www.FPCRedlands.org
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