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The Messenger
The Pastor’s Corner
THE HEARTBEAT OF GOD
My heart always seems to beat a little faster at this time of year. With an overfull
calendar and more than enough to accomplish in the days squeezed between
Thanksgiving and Christmas, it never seems as if there is enough time. Even
though this year there is a little room to breathe, given that Thanksgiving was
its earliest possible date, November 22nd. Yet, my heart still seems to beat a
little faster when I pause to consider all that is before me. What about you?
What I do to slow my heart beat during this season is, I turn again and again to
music. Music that reminds me of the real reason for this season. Music that
deepens my thoughts and challenges my raising panic. There is a song in my
repertoire though, that is not a seasonal song. It is a song with a lovely haunting
melody that reminds me to listen to the heartbeat of God, with its pulsating
accompaniment that mirrors one owns heartbeat. The lyrics penetrate my soul
and calm my spirit, as I listen again and again to this three-minute piece. Let
me share the words with you:
Your Presence is the Air we breathe
Your Words are the Food we eat
Your Light is the Love we walk
Listening to the Heartbeat of God
Our Bodies are the Prayers we make
Our Hearts are the Maps we take
Our Souls are the Bread we break
Listening to the Heartbeat of God.
Alleluia, Into the Heartbeat of God.
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As we wait to celebrate once again the birth of the Christ Child, what is the air
you are breathing? Are you breathing the air of distress in the midst of an over
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN MONTHLY BOOK CLUB
The December book club meeting,
on December 13, 2018, at 7:00
p.m. will be hosted by Marcia
Fagan and the book to be
discussed is Oscar Wilde’s The
Picture of Dorian Gray.
For January, the group selected
This I Believe. “Based on the
National Public Radio series of
the same name, "This I Believe"
features eighty essayists--from
the famous to the unknown-completing the thought that
begins the book's title. Each piece
compels readers to rethink not
only how they have arrived at
their own personal beliefs but
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also the extent to which they
share them with others.” *
*Goodreads.com

DECEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
December 2, 2018 1st Sunday of
Advent —Hope
A Celebration of the Season Through
Music
All Church Worship Service 10:00 a.m.
First Reading
Isaiah 61:1-3
Second Reading
Now the Work of
Christmas by Howard Thurman

December 9, 2018 2nd Sunday of
Advent—Peace
English Worship Service
First Reading
Second Reading
The Message

First Reading
Second Reading
Third Reading
Fourth Reading
The Message

Psalm 96:1-9
Luke 2:1-20
Matthew 2:1-11
Titus 2:11-14, 3:4-7
Grace Mends

December 25, 2018 Christmas
Worship Service 5:00 p.m.
Indonesian language Worship Service and
Christmas Celebration

10:00 a.m.

Isaiah 2:1-4
Luke 1:68-79
Peace Mends

Indonesian Language Worship Service
5:00 p.m.

December 16, 2018 3rd Sunday of
Advent—Joy
English Worship Service 10:00 a.m.
First Reading
Second Reading
The Message

December 24, 2018 Christmas Eve
Worship Service—Grace
5:00 p.m.

Isaiah 12:2-6
John 16:16-24
Joy Mends

Indonesian Language Worship Service
5:00 p.m.

December 30, 2018
1st Sunday
of Christmas 10:00 a.m.
First Reading
Second Reading
The Message

Psalm 148:1-14
Colossians 3:12-17
What’s In Your
Wardrobe?

Indonesian Language Worship Service
5:00 p.m.

December 31, 2018 New Years Eve
Worship Service and Celebration
7:00 p.m.
Indonesian language Service

December 23, 2018 4th Sunday of
Advent—Love
English Worship Service 10:00 a.m.
First Reading
Second Reading
The Message

Micah 6:6-8
John 15:12-17
Love Mends

Indonesian Language Worship Service
5:00 p.m.
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WHAT’S
HAPPENING ON
OUR CAMPUS
Citizens Church w ill be
using our upstairs classrooms
for their youth activities, on
Sunday, December 2nd, while
they hold services at the Fox
Event Center, across the street.
Cakra Nelwan w ill be
holding a student recital in the
sanctuary, on Saturday,
December 8, from 2:00—4:00
p.m.
Redlands East Valley High
School (REV) in vites yo u
to attend their Christmas
Choir Concert in the sanctuary
on Friday, December 14th, at
7:00 p.m.
Cole Vocational Services
will hold a ceramics class on
Friday, the 7th and a
Christmas party on the 21st,
in John Knox Hall.

Regular Gatherings
The Redlands Camera
Club holds th eir bi-monthly
meetings in John Knox Hall on
the first and third Mondays of
the month from 6:00—9:00
p.m.
Agape House of Praise
meets here weekly on Friday
evenings, between 7:00 –
10:00 p.m.
Redlands Indonesian
Seventh Day Adventists
hold a worship service and
fellowship in our hall on
Saturdays between 9:00 a.m.—
4:00 p.m.
A chapter of Alcoholics
Anonymous m eets in
Classroom 1, every Wednesday
evening, at 7:00 p.m.
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CONTEMPLATIVE CORNER
Reflecting on God’s presence in our lives …
Poetry as Lens of Faith
by Pastor Cheryl

Advent is a time of preparation. It is also a
time of action. It is a time when we prepare
our hearts to receive anew the wondrous
truth of our faith that God chose to live
among us, fully human, fully God, in Christ
Jesus. It is also a time for us to act on this
wondrous truth with our very lives, for Jesus
came to mend the world and mending the
world is our calling. A poem by Dr. Howard
Thurman entitled The Work of Christmas speaks volumes about this
wondrous truth of our faith and the work to which it calls us.
The Work of Christmas
When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost,
To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry,
To release the prisoner,
To rebuild the nations,
To bring peace among brothers,
To make music in the heart.
What work of Christmas is beginning to stir in your heart and
compelling you to act? As we enjoy this season together, may we never
lose sight of the work of Christmas yet to be done.

DECEMBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT FPC REDLANDS
Sunday 2

Monday 3

Tuesday 4

Wednesday 5 Thursday 6

10:00 a.m.
All Church Musical
Worship Service,
Communion,
Congregational
Meeting, Luncheon
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7:00 a.m.
Sunrise
10:00 a.m.
Deacons

Friday 7

Saturday 8

10:00 a.m.
Knitting
Companions

7:00 p.m.
Book Club

10

10:00 a.m.
English Worship

11

12

5:15 p.m.
Property &
Finance

5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language Worship

17

10:00 a.m.
English Worship

6:30 p.m.
Session

18

14

7:00 a.m.
Sunrise

15
4:00 p.m. Las
Posadas

11:00 a.m.
Coffee Shop
Circle—Marcia
hosts

5:45 p.m.
Youth Activities
16

13

19

20

21

22

28

29

1:30 p.m.
7:00 a.m.
Wenonah Circle Sunrise
Classroom 1
7:00 p.m.
Evening Circle
Jerri hosts

5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language Worship
5:45 p.m.
Youth Activities
23

24

25

10:00 a.m.
English Worship

5:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve
Worship
Service

5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
language
Christmas
Worship Service
& Celebration

5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language Worship

26

27
7:00 a.m.
Sunrise

5:45 p.m.
Youth Activities
30
10:00 a.m.
English Worship
5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language Worship

31
7:00 p.m.
Indonesian
language New
Years Worship
Service &
Celebration

5

Las Posadas
Saturday, December 15th
Las Posadas has been a tradition in
Mexico for 400 years and has more
recently become a part of the Advent
Season here in Redlands. Community
churches gather together to recount
the experience of Joseph and Mary as
they arrived in Bethlehem. As they
went from inn to inn, they were
turned away as no rooms were
available.
The procession starts at 4:00 p.m. at
Trinity Episcopal Church located at
419 S. 4th Street this year. Arrive a
few minutes earlier to be sure not to
miss the music and drama. This year
we are the second stop along the way.
The procession ends at the First
United Methodist located at 1 E. Olive
Street with a tamale feast!
We hope that many of you will join us
at 4:00 p.m. to prepare for the arrival
of the procession. We need singers,
scripture readers and people to hand
out treats; so please talk with Al
Polchow who is spearheading the
effort at our church. Once we welcome
the procession, we can then join the
procession to other churches. The last
church is the First United Methodist
Church, where there will be a tamale
feast and a piñata for the children. It
is a wonderful family event that
includes a bit of exercise.
As Joseph and Mary make their way
through town this year, they will
encounter each church saying, “There
is no room in the inn.” As we
remember our faith story, may we all
make room in our hearts for the
Christ Child!
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(Continued from page 1)

The Pastor’s Corner

full calendar of demands? Are you eating the food of
“worry”, believing you can’t possibly fulfil all of the
seasons demands? Are you walking in the pit of
despair given all that is not right with our world?
It is so easy to be distracted from the heartbeat of God
at the very time of the year when its pulsating presence seems to break
open even the hardest of hearts, like the heart of Ebenezer Scrooge. As
Howard Thurman reminds us, the real heartbeat of God in this season
and in all seasons is to live as Christ lived among us: to find the lost, to
heal the broken, to feed the hungry, to release the prisoner, to rebuild
the nations, to bring peace among brothers [and sisters], to make
music in the heart.
May our hearts beat as one with God this holy season of Advent. With
each breath may God be palpably present. May God’s Word satisfy our
hungers. May God’s light of love guide our steps as we discern how to
spend our resources of time, talents and treasures this season. May
our hearts beat as one with God, so that we willingly share, break
bread, with those who are in deepest need among us this holy season.
The heartbeat of God is pulsating even now, are we listening?
Listening to the heart beat of God,
Pastor Cheryl

Christmas Eve Worship
December 24th at 5:00 P.M.
Gather family and friends together and make your way to the church
at 5:00 p.m. on Christmas Eve to celebrate the birth of Christ Child.
During the service the Christmas Story will be read and children will
be invited to choose appropriate headgear – shepherd, angel or a
crown – as they enter the sanctuary with you. During the story
encourage your children to come forward according to the headgear
they have selected, they may bring a gift of canned food to lay at the
feet of Mary and Joseph. If you happened to forget, wrapped can food
will be available for your child to bring forward. In addition to the
telling of the story, wonderful music will be sung and shared and a
meditation on God’s Word will be given. Come and receive, once
again, the wonder and incredible awe of the Emmanuel, the Christ
Child among us.

ADVENT SUNRISE
LECTIO DIVINA
On Thursday mornings we will be
gathering in the sanctuary narthex at
7:00 A.M. to listen for God’s still small
voice through a spiritual practice called
Lectio Divina, which simply translated
means “divine reading”. The text
selected by the leader will reflect a
portion of a text to be used for the
upcoming Sunday. As we gather, we
still ourselves in order to prepare
ourselves to listen for God’s stirrings in
our daily lives. Every morning when
we gather we are gifted with new
insights, as we willingly open our lives
to the movement of the Spirit among
us. Come and join us on Thursday
mornings.

Here are the dates!
Thursday, December 6th
Isaiah 2:1-4 and Luke 1:68-79
Thursday, December 13th
Isaiah 12:2-6 and John 16:16-24
Thursday, December 20th
Micah 6:6-8 and John 15:12-27
27th

Thursday, December
Psalm 148:1-14 and Colossians 3:12-17
Thursday, January 3rd
Matthew 2:1-12 and Isaiah 60:1-6

THE SEASON OF ADVENT
DAILY DEVOTIONALS

During the season of Advent and Christmas the weekly
devotionals will become daily, from December 2nd
through January 6th. The candles of this advent season
will be Hope, Peace, Joy, Love and Grace. These candles
will be our guides as we weave Howard Thurman’s poem
together with scripture each
Sunday morning through
worship.

First Week of Advent
The Candle for the first week of Advent is HOPE. The
psalmist beseeches Israel to hope in the Lord from this
time on and forever more. In the Gospel of Matthew, we
learn that God’s chosen servant is the hope of the
Gentiles. Jesus, the long awaited Messiah, was the hope
the people of God longed for, yet Jesus arrived in a way
that wasn’t expected! Jesus didn’t come as a victorious
conquering king, but as an infant born of lowly estate.
Though Jesus was in the form of God, he did not regard
equality with God as something to be exploited. Instead,
Jesus emptied himself so that the mending of the world,
once and for all, would begin.
The psalmist gives us insights into our first Advent
Candle of HOPE, saying, “I wait for the Lord, my soul
waits, and in God’s word I hope” [Psalm 130:5]. God’s
word is a source of hope as we read of the grand sweep
of God’s love for all of humanity and creation. Our story
of faith reveals to us a God that never gives up, even in
the face of our continued unfaithfulness. God’s heart is
always set on mending the world through Jesus Christ,
our sure and steadfast anchor of hope.
As we begin this journey, how is the Holy Spirit instilling
hope w ith in you? How is hope h elping you m end
the world? How is hope at work in others around you?
(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)

Adult Faith Formation
Sunday, December 9th and 16th
after Church
Home for the Holidays

This time of year, we gather
with relatives near and far.
Conversations about the
divisiveness of our cultural divide
are bound to occur, so how are we to
handle these conversations? You
know, when Aunt Mable starts
ranting and raving about something
near and dear to her heart or Cousin
Anthony tries to take the
conversation in a direction that is
bound to be explosive. How are we
to be home for the holidays and
enjoy the company of everyone,
even though conversations might be
difficult?
On Sunday, December 9th
and December 16th we will be using
material from the Kaleidoscope
Institute. You might recall that I
attended a three-day training
seminar with this Institute this past
summer. I was a participant in this
particular module and found it very
helpful. I began implementing some
of what I learned as soon as I
arrived home!
You will have the
opportunity to participate in Home
for the Holidays, lea r ning
skills that will help you navigate
your holiday gatherings or any
gathering where conversations may
be difficult. In our current cultural
climate of divisiveness, I found this
training module invaluable. I hope
you do, too!
Enjoy a quick bite to eat and
a cup of coffee after service in John
Knox Hall, as we will start the class
at 11:30 A.M. in Room One. Listen
for the chime of bells, which will
signal the start of this class!
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The Season of Advent Daily Devotionals

By God’s great mercy we have been given a
new birth into a living hope through Jesus,
let us savor and live into this incredible
message of hope by mending the world one
life at a time!

Second Week of Advent
The Candle for the second week of Advent is PEACE. Through
the prophet Isaiah, God declares that unto us a child is born
and named Prince of Peace. This child ushers in a new
kingdom that envisions peace for all peoples. “They shall beat
their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning
hooks, nations shall not lift up sword against nation, neither
shall they learn way anymore” [Isaiah 2:4]. “The wolf shall live
with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf
and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead
them” [Isaiah 11:6]. The Prince of Peace has come to mend the
world.
Yet, our world is far from the peaceable kingdom envisioned in
scripture. Wars continue to be waged and random violence
continues to erupt in unexpected places. Families disintegrate,
refugees seek asylum, and companies take advantage of
workers. We are not at peace in our homes, in our churches, in
our communities, in our countries or in our world. The work of
peace is desp er ately needed and as th e lyr ics o f the
song “Let There Be Peace on Earth” goes, “Let it begin with
me.” Let us mend the world with peace that begins within each
of us by God’s grace.

Third Week of Advent
The Candle for the third week of Advent is
JOY. The prophet Isaiah says, “With joy
we will draw water from the wells of
salvation” [Isaiah 12:3]. Jesus says of this
joy, “No one will take your joy from you” [John 16:22].
Nehemiah charged the people of Israel to remember: “The joy
of the LORD is your strength” [Neh. 8:10]. The psalmist
recounts the joy of those who love the Lord: “Let all who take
refuge in you rejoice; let them ever sing for joy. Spread your
protection over them, so that those who love your name may
(Continued on page 9)

Citywide Wide Forums
on Homelessness
Save the Dates
The Redlands Charitable
Resource Coalition has
partnered with the University of
Redlands to present Citywide
Forums on Homelessness in
January and February of 2019.
This is the work of Christmas as
Howard Thurman says! The
Forums will be held in the Casa
Loma Room at the University of
Redlands from 5:30 p.m. to
7:00 p.m. on Thursday
evenings. Here are the dates to
save on your calendar:

(Continued from page 8)

The Season of Advent Daily Devotionals

exult in you” [Psalms 5:11]. Yet, this joy is not for us alone.
This joy is to be shared with God and with others: “Be glad in
the LORD and rejoice, O righteous, and shout for joy, all you
upright in heart” [Psalms 32:11]. The angel said to the
shepherds, "Do not be afraid; for see - I am bringing you good
news of great joy for all the people” [Luke 2:10].
Indeed, Jesus Christ is the great joy that will mend the world.
Joy, though, is not dep endent o n life ’s circumstances,
rather it is dependent on Christ alone. As we continue our
Advent journey reflect on how the good news of great joy has
changed your life? How does the joy you know through Christ
help you participate in mending the world? Jesus said to his
disciples, “I have said these things to you so that my joy may be
in you, and that your joy may be complete” [John 15:11]. Our
joy is com plete as w e sh ar e it w ith other s. “May the
God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that
you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy
Spirit” [Romans 15:13].

Thursday, January 24
Topic – Housing
Thursday, January 31,
Topic – Continuum of Care
Thursday, February 7
Topic – Mental Health
Thursday, February 21
Topic – Employment

Come and be a part of the
Citywide Forums. It will help all
of us better understand this
critical citywide issue and how
we might collectively respond to
help mend the homelessness
crisis.

Fourth Week of Advent
The Candle for the fourth week of
Advent is LOVE. Through the prophet
Isaiah God reminds us that we are called
to do justice, love kindness and walk
humbly with God. Jesus says to his
disciples on the night of his arrest and therefore to us that we
do this best by loving one another. “Beloved let us love one
another, because love is from God; for everyone who loves is
born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not
know God, for God is love. God’s love was revealed among us
this way: God sent his only Son into the world that we might
live through him” [1 John 4:7-10]. God’s beloved Son, Jesus, is
whom we wait for this final week of Advent.
As we wait, we acknowledge how difficult it is to love. It is
hard to love those who don’t love us. It is hard to love the
seemingly unlovable. It is hard to love those who we do not
know. It is hard to be love into this world amidst its darkness.
Yet, scripture reminds us, “There is no fear in love, but perfect
love casts out fear ” [1 John 4:18a]. Scripture teaches us that
we can participate in mending the world through love, simply
because God first loved us. God is love and calls us to love
others as we are loved.
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Session Highlights
November 2018
The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held the
regularly scheduled Stated Session Meeting on Monday, November 19,
2018 and took the following actions at the meeting:


Received the Financial Report for the month ending October 31, 2018:
Total Income:

$27,077.67

Total Expenditures:

$30,277.52

Excess Income/Expenses:
Balance in General Account:

(3,199.85)
$56,976.53



Recognized and celebrated the trophy received by the Indonesian Choir as the “Most Favorite Choir” in
a recent church choir recognition program.



Approved the “Holiday Cheer for Teens” as proposed by the Outreach Committee. Lori Uber Zak will
be chairing this worthwhile endeavor for our church. Church members and attendees have been asked
to donate to the church, which will be used to purchase gift certificates from Scrip for teens to attend
local theaters (each theater ticket is $9).



Approved the proposed Review of the Annual Compensation for Pastor Cheryl for 2019, with a 3%
increase to her base compensation to be brought forward to the congregation. The Review of Annual
Compensation will be presented at the Congregational Meeting on December 2, 2018 for their review,
consideration, and approval.



Approved the recommendation from the Property & Finance Committee to approve the expenditure,
not to exceed $7,500 to create office, meeting, and storage space on the west side of John Knox Hall.



Approved the proposed FPCR Bylaws as presented by committee. The revised FPCR Bylaws will now
be brought to the congregation at the Congregational Meeting on December 2, 2018 for their review,
consideration, and approval.



Accepted, with regret, the resignation from Session from Elder Albert Ompi.
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Christmas Joy Offering
Received December 23rd and 24th

During this Advent Season, we celebrate leadership; past, present and future through support of the
Christmas Joy Offering. W e do so beca u se ch u r ch lea der s g r ea tly im p a ct ou r liv es of
faith, walking with us down the path to be more like Jesus. We want future leaders for the church and
world, like those educated at our Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities of
color to reflect the wideness of God’s intended diversity, and we want those church leaders and their
families who find themselves grappling with a critical financial need to have the resources they need.
For those supported through the Christmas Joy Offering, this help is truly a gift from above. May our
gifts, and the leaders who receive them, point us always to the truth of the one whose birth we celebrate,
Jesus Christ — the truly perfect gift.

Here is the way the 2017 Christmas Joy Offering made a difference in the lives of leaders:


$1.1 million of gifts from 2017 are being used to provide critical financial support and grants for
current and retired Presbyterian church workers in their times of need.



Income supplements from the Board of Pensions (BOP) helped 312 households, assisting retired
church workers and surviving spouses with the means to provide for themselves.



Housing supplements from the BOP helped 255 households remain in their homes, afford assisted
living, or long-term care.



Shared and Emergency Grants from the BOP helped 362 households facing times of great financial
need or uncertainty due to unforeseen circumstances.



$1 million of gifts from 2017 are being used to provide education and leadership development skills
at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities of color: Menaul School,
Presbyterian Pan American School and Stillman College.

Will you consider a special gift to celebrate leadership this Christmas?
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Welcoming the Presbytery of Riverside to our Campus
Planned Construction Project

“The Presbytery is the process of moving
from 1875 N. D St., San Bernardino to a
smaller office at First Presbyterian Church
of Redlands, 100 Cajon St, Redlands,”
writes Carrie Black. The First Presbyterian
Church of San Bernardino has made the
decision to sell the property that the
Presbytery has rented for many years. The
Presbytery staff toured a number of
churches and recommended to the
Presbytery Council that their first choice
was our campus. You might ask where will
they be housed?

They will occupy part of what is known as
the library area in the John Knox Hall.
Property and Finance has been planning
to remodel this area and the request from Carrie Black, Office Manager; Marilyn Kraft, Communication
Presbytery has expedited our plans. The Specialist; Cherylyn Thornton, Treasurer; and Timm High,
Session approved the plans at our
Presbytery Leader for Mission and Vision/Stated Clerk
November meeting. The Presbytery will
have a smaller space than they currently
have. Their space here will include two
work stations, a copy machine and some
filing cabinets. Most of the staff will be operating virtually, but operational requirements for
the Presbytery still required office space.

The accordion walls in John Knox Hall will be replaced with hard wall construction and the
floors will be redone. The library will be dismantled, as it has not been in use for years.
Smiley Library is coming to check out our books and determine if they would like part of our
collection. We will also look for other options to donate the books that the library does not
want. If you would like to check out the books, please do. They will be boxed, but available
until the end of December.

Adding the Presbytery Office to our campus is exciting. The construction is being scheduled
for January, although one staff member, Carrie Black, may be with us prior to the completion
of the construction. Once Presbytery is on campus and settled in drop in and say hello!
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Presbyterian Women Celebrating 30 years of PW & 130 Years of the Thank Offering

Youth
Connection

Youth Connection
meets at the United
Methodist Church on the
last Sunday of the
month, from 6:00 p.m.
—8:00 p.m. K ids fr o m
6th to 12th grade are
invited to join in the fun.
Invite your friends too!
(no meeting in December)
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First Presbyterian
Church of Redlands
The mission of the First
Presbyterian Church of
Redlands is to grow
spiritually with the
community by sharing
the love of Jesus Christ
with all who seek to
know God through
worship, prayer,
fellowship, and
evangelism.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF REDLANDS
An inclusive Community
of Faith, Hope, and Love

Save Postage +
Save Paper =
Save $$
We are pleased to share our newsletter with you and we
welcome your comments!
You may also view this newsletter on our web site. Go to
www.fpcredlands.org and then click on The Messenger
tab at the top of the page.

First Presbyterian
Church of Redlands
100 Cajon Street
P.O. Box 2009
Redlands CA 92373
(909) 793-2839
FPCRedlands@gmail.com
www.FPCRedlands.org
Return Service
Requested

PLEASE
PLACE
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