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The Messenger
The Pastor’s Corner
DREAM DREAMS
What are your dreams for 2019? Do you have a special vacation planned or
maybe a family reunion to attend? Do you hope to embark on a new hobby or
just spend more time with friends and family? Do you dream of retiring or
receiving a challenging promotion? Are you dreaming of remodeling your home
or just dreaming of finishing all the projects you started in 2018? What are your
personal dreams for the new year that is unfolding before us?
What are our dreams as a church, for God says to us through the
prophet Joel, “I will pour out my Spirit on all humankind; your daughters and
your sons shall prophesy, your elders shall dream dreams, and your young
people shall see visions. In those days, I will pour out my Spirit even on those in
servitude, women and men alike.” Yes, God’s Spirit is being poured out on all of
us!
Yet, are we ready to share what dreams we have for this church with
each other? Are we willing to not only share our dreams, but then risk doing the
challenging work to make these dreams come true? I just enrolled in a seminar
entitled, “Dream Big” provided by the PCUSA Board of Pensions for pastors.
I’m looking forward to starting it in January!
If you need some inspiration to dream dreams, I suggest watching The
Greatest Showman on Earth. It is a cinematic treasure about taking risks,
pursuing passions, and dreaming dreams again. Let these words from the movie
soundtrack refrain of A Million Dreams inspire you to dream dreams once
again:
‘Cause every night I lie in bed
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The brightest colors fill my head
A million dreams are keeping me awake

 Ann Platz

I think of what the world could be

 Richard Jones
(Continued on page 6)
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 Shirley Harry

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN MONTHLY BOOK CLUB
The first book club meeting of the
new year will be held January 10,
2019, at 7:00 p.m. Dick and Mary
Lou Jones will host the gathering.
The book to be discussed is This I
Believe, based on the National
Public Radio series of the same
name.
Be sure to bring a list of books
you would like the group to
consider reading in 2019 to this
meeting.

January 1

Adrian Rioballove

January 15

Elita Barus

January 16

Isabel Browne

January 16

Albert Frans Ompi

January 20

James R. Appleton

January 20

Gayle Timilione

January 24

Larry Dwight

January 29

Joyce Crawford

January 31

Mary Lou Martinez

January 31

Sorta Ruth Alice Tobing (Sirait)
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JANUARY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

CIRCLES OF PRAYER

January 6, 2019
10:00 a.m.
All Church Worship and Communion
First Reading

Matthew 2:1-12

Second Reading

Isaiah 60:1-6

Sermon Title

Arise, Shine!

January 13, 2019

10:00 a.m.

First Reading

Isaiah 43:1-7

Second Reading

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

Sermon Title

In Solidarity

5:00 p.m. – Indonesian Language Service

January 20, 2019
First Reading

Isaiah 62:1-5

Second Reading

John 2:1-11

Sermon Title

Reluctant Generosity

5:00 p.m. – Indonesian Language Service

January 27, 2019
10:00 a.m.
All Church Worship and Congregational
Meeting
First Reading

Isaiah 61:1-4

Second Reading

Luke 14-21

Sermon Title

Anointed for Service

As this New Year begins, what is
happening in your Circle of Prayer? Are you
praying for one another regularly? Are you meeting
together or connecting with one another by other
means? How is prayer shaping you, as you pray
regularly for others in your Circle? How is prayer
shaping us, as many within our church are praying
for each other?
Jane Vennard, a United Church of Christ
pastor and an adjunct facility member at Iliff
School of Theology in Denver writes, “To become a
praying congregation, everyone must be free to
share their deepest hopes and fears and to reveal
what is most important to them.” She emphasizes
the importance of “everyone.” Are we creating a
church environment that allows us to share with
each other our deepest longings and hopes, our
fears and questions?
In October, forty individuals made a
commitment to be part of our Circles of Prayer for
a year. If you would like to be a part of our
communal prayer experience, please let Pastor
Cheryl know and she will place you in an existing
group or create a new one if needed.
Vennard reminds us that, “Becoming a
praying congregation is not a linear process but a
time of unfolding and deepening.” May we
experience the unfolding and deepening of our
trust in the God who hears our prayers and in each
other as we pray for one another.
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WHAT’S
HAPPENING ON
OUR CAMPUS
There will be two separate,
private celebrations of life in
John Knox Hall, one on
Friday, January 4, 12:00—
200 p.m. and th e oth er on
Saturday, January 12 from
3:30—6:30 p.m.
A Presbytery CPM m eeting
will be held in Classroom 1 on
January 22nd at 7:00 p.m.
Young Champions w ill
hold classes in John Knox Hall
on Wednesday, January 23rd
and 30th, between 5:00—7:00
p.m.
A Presbytery Discernment
Team m eeting w ill
congregate in Classroom 1, on
the 29th between 8:30—11:30
a.m.

Regular Gatherings
The Redlands Camera
Club holds th eir bi-monthly
meetings in John Knox Hall on
the first and third Mondays of
the month from 6:00—9:00
p.m.
Agape House of Praise
meets here weekly on Friday
evenings, between 7:00 –
10:00 p.m.
Redlands Indonesian
Seventh Day Adventists
hold a worship service and
fellowship in our hall on
Saturdays between 9:00 a.m.—
4:00 p.m.
A chapter of Alcoholics
Anonymous m eets in
Classroom 1, every Wednesday
evening, at 7:00 p.m.
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CONTEMPLATIVE CORNER
Reflecting on God’s presence in our lives …
Praying the Psalms
by Pastor Cheryl

Eugene Peterson in his opening remarks on
Psalms in The Message gives this description of
prayer:
“Untutored, we tend to think that prayer
is what good people do when they are
doing their best. It is not.
Inexperienced, we suppose that there must be an ‘insider’
language that must be acquired before God takes us seriously in
our prayer. There is not. Prayer is elemental, not advanced,
language. It is the means by which our language becomes
honest, true, and personal in response to God. It is the means by
which we get everything in our lives out in the open before God.”
We will be using the Psalms in 2019 to become honest and true in a
personal way before God. Let us begin by our journey with the Psalms
by praying a Psalm of Praise:
“I lift you high in praise, my God, O my Sovereign, and I’ll bless
your name into eternity. I’ll bless you every day, and keep it up
from now to eternity. God is magnificent; God can never be
praised enough. There are no boundaries to God’s greatness.
Generation after generation stands in awe of your work; each
one tells stories of your mighty acts.”
(The Message – Psalm 145:1-4)
As you pray this Psalm of Praise, personalize it. Tell God why you think
God is magnificent. Tell God why God deserves your praise! Let us pray
the Psalms together this year as we get everything out in the open before
God!

JANUARY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT FPC REDLANDS
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday 1

Wednesday 2 Thursday 3
7:00 a.m.
Sunrise

New Years Day

10:00 a.m.
Deacons

Office Closed

6

7

8

Epiphany of the
Lord

Construction
begins on new
Presbytery
office in JKH

5:15 p.m.
Property &
Finance

14

15

10:00 a.m.
All Church
Worship Service &
Potluck Luncheon

13
10:00 a.m.
English Worship

9

16

Friday 4

Saturday 5

10:00 a.m.
Knitting
Companions

10

11

12

7:00 p.m.
Book Club

Construction
anticipated to
be completed
on new
Presbytery
office in JKH

17

18

19

25

26

1:30 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
Wenonah Circle Christian Ed.
Classroom 1
11:00 a.m.
Coffee Shop
Circle in C-1

5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language Worship

7:00 p.m.
Evening Circle
Jerri hosts

5:45 p.m.
Youth Activities
20

21

22

10:00 a.m.
English Worship

6:30 p.m.
Session

12:00 p.m.
Bridge Club

23

24
O’dark: thirty
a.m.

5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language Worship

Homeless
Count

5:45 p.m.
Youth Activities
27
10:00 a.m.
All Church
Worship &
Cong. Meeting

28

29

30

31

6:00 p.m.
Youth Connection
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Homelessness in Redlands

(Continued from page 1)

The Pastor’s Corner

2019 Point in Time Count
January 17, 2019 –
Training
January 24, 2019 – Count

Join Pastor Cheryl and Pastor
Ron in participating in the Point-inTime Homeless Count on Thursday,
January 24, 2019. If you are
interested, please talk to Pastor
Cheryl, as it requires pre-registration
for training. The actual count will
require an early start time on the 24th
and plenty of layered warm clothes!
The required training that will
take place on Thursday, January 17,
2019 at 6:30 p.m. The training and
the Point-in time check-in takes place
at the Church of Jesus Christ of the
Latter Day Saints (LDS Church)
located at 350 S. Wabash Ave.,
Redlands, CA 92374.
If you are ready to register,
go to the county website for this year's
volunteering:
www.sbcounty.gov/sbchp.
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A vision of the one I see
A million dreams is all its gonna take
A million dreams for the world we’re gonna
make
We may not be dreaming of a circus like P.T. Barnum
did, but I imagine God is stirring dreams collectively within us as a
church, especially if we replace the word “world” in the refrain with
“church.” A million dreams for the church we’re gonna make and I’ll
add by God’s grace.
P.T. Barnum has some additional challenging words of
wisdom for us too, for he said, “No one ever made a difference by
being like everyone else.” Or translated for the church, “No church
ever made a difference by being like every other church.” I wonder
what makes us different from other churches in our city? I suggest it
is our diversity, which enriches all of us. What else makes us different?
How might our differences help us to dream dreams that will impact
our community for Christ?
As this new year unfolds, I pray that all of us are willing to
dream dreams. I also trust that we will be willing to risk pursuing our
dreams, even if we fail. Failure is only failure when we fail to use it as
an opportunity to learn, and we fail to risk again to pursue our dreams.
I’m looking forward to God’s Spirit being poured out on us as we act
on our dreams!
Willing to dream and risk acting on them,
Pastor Cheryl

Citywide Wide Forums on
Homelessness

The Connectional Church at Work
2019 Per Capita

Save the Dates
The Redlands Charitable
Resource Coalition has partnered with
the University of Redlands to present
Citywide Forums on Homelessness in
January and February of 2019. This is
the work of Christmas, as Howard
Thurman says!
The Forums will be held in the
Casa Loma Room, at the University of
Redlands, from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
on Thursday evenings. Here are the
dates to save on your calendar:
Thursday, January 24, 2019
Topic – Housing
Thursday, January 31, 2019
Topic – Continuum of Care
Thursday, February 7, 2019
Topic – Mental Health
Thursday, February 21, 2019
Topic – Employment
Come and be a part of the
Citywide Forums. It will help all of us
better understand this critical citywide
issue and how we might collectively
respond to help mend the
homelessness crisis.

Each year, every member is asked to give, in addition to
the pledge, what is called per capita. Per capita giving
fuels the connectional nature of our denomination, with
some per capita going to the Presbytery, Synod and
General Assembly. In 2019 the per capita assessment is
$36.00. Here is the breakdown of how this $36.00 is
apportioned:
Presbytery

$24.20

Synod

$ 2.85

General Assembly

$ 8.95

In 2019, the per capita apportionment for our church
totals $6,804, which is based on our membership as of
December 31, 2017, of 189 members.
Although, per capita has been called a tax, it is
more accurately described as the gift that binds us
together. Per capita exists as a way for all Presbyterians
to share the costs that belong to the whole church. It
(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)

Congratulations are Due!
State Wide Recognition
for Helen Waitz

Per Capita

exists to allow the whole church to share equitably in those
things that make us Presbyterian: our theological identity, our
connectedness, our system of mid councils that allow elders
and ministers together to discern the mind of Christ, our
ecumenical connections that make us part of the church
universal, our core structures that keep us together as a church,
and our call to work for full participation in decision making as
we further the mission of Jesus Christ around the world.
As a pastor, I have benefitted immensely from the
connectional nature of our denomination, from the support and
guidance of higher councils as well as availability of resources
and expertise, not always available in a local church.

Helen Waitz received the
Ruth Q. De Pride Award given by
the California Retired Teachers
Association (CalRTA), in September,
at a Leadership Conference held at
the Elks Club in Redlands.
Helen was honored for her
outstanding work – particularly,
coordinating the CalRTA Redlands
Division Scholarship Fund each
year. The award states in part that
“a nominee has served the citizens
of the State of California with
distinction, dedication, and devotion
as educator and community leader,
and has served CalRTA in many
elective, appointive, and voluntary
capacities.”
Helen has met this measure
of excellence due to her decades of
effort in Division 25 of CalRTA.
Congratulations, Helen.
Well done, good and faithful
servant!
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The Presbyterian Church (USA), as of December 31,
2017, had 1,415,053 members, 9,304 congregations, 170
presbyteries, and 16 synods. We are a part of the Presbytery of
Riverside and the Synod of Southern California and Hawaii. As
a denomination, we have shared missionaries that serve around
the globe and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, which responds
to crises near and far. We are able to support pastors through a
health and pension benefit plan that is equitable for pastors
who serve small churches as well as large churches. We have
shared resources available for worship and education, as well.
Let us all give our fair share towards our church’s per capita
apportionment!

Redlands Area Interfaith
Council
January 10, 2019
The Redlands Area Interfaith
Council’s (RAIC) first meeting of the
New Year is a Bagel Bash! Come and experience the rich
diversity of faith traditions in our city, as we gather together to
promote interfaith relationships with love and respect. The
gathering will take place at 8:00 a.m. in Weeks Hall of the
First United Methodist Church (FUMC) located at 1 East Olive
Street. RAIC meets monthly on the second Thursday of the
month. Come and be a part of an organization that promotes
peaceable interfaith relationships.

Annual Congregational Meeting

Women’s Retreat

January 27, 2019 – After Worship in

February 8-9, 2019

John Knox Hall

Save the Date and Register
The United Methodist
Women are inviting the
Presbyterian Women to join them
at Mission Gables House, located at
25 Grant Street, Redlands, for a
women’s retreat, in February. The
retreat is entitled “Eat, Pray, Love”.
Pastor Cheryl will be leading the
Friday evening program, while
Karen Garner and Janee BothGragg will be leading the Saturday
sessions.
Here is a schedule for the
retreat:
Friday, February 8th
5:00 p.m. Check-in and dinner
6:15—8:00 p.m.
Program
Saturday, February
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

We will gather as a whole church in the sanctuary for
worship and then move into John Knox Hall to enjoy our usual
snacks before our Annual Congregational Meeting convenes,
20 minutes after the conclusion of our worship service. A
quorum of the congregation is required for the meeting, which
is 10% of the membership. Of course, the hope is for
participation that far exceeds this minimum!
What will we do at the annual meeting? Here is what
our Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Constitution or Book of
Order, as it is more commonly known, says about annual
meetings of a congregation: “The congregation shall hold an
annual meeting…. [and] business to be transacted at meetings
of the congregation shall be limited to matters related to the
following:


electing ruling elders, deacons, and trustees;



calling a pastor, co-pastor, or associate pastor;



changing existing pastoral relationships, by such means as
reviewing the adequacy of and approving changes to the
terms of call of the pastor or pastors, or requesting,
consenting to, or declining to consent to dissolution;
buying, mortgaging, or selling real property;



requesting the presbytery to grant an exemption as
permitted in this Constitution (G-2.0404);



approving a plan for the creation of a joint congregational
witness, or amending or dissolving the joint
congregational witness (G-5.05).

9th
Program

The cost is $50 per person.
Here are the contacts for questions
and registration:
Julie Shuler
Julia_shuler@verizon.net
(909) 557-4360
Robynn Capestany
rrcapestany@gmail.com
(909) 732-6229
There is a registration form
in the office as well.

On January 27, 2019, we will be conducting the
following business:
1.

Receive the Annual Report for the Congregation and
answer any questions you may have about it, including a
presentation of the 2019 budget;

2. Elect at Large Members of the Nominating Committee;
3. Other business could be conducted, according to the
limitations noted above, but at this point none is planned.
Hopefully, this will prepare all members for active engagement
in our annual meeting. Annual meeting packets will be
available prior to the congregational meeting for your review
and preparation for the meeting.
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Session Highlights
December 2018
The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held the
regularly scheduled Stated Session Meeting on Monday, December 17,
2018 and took the following actions at the meeting:


Received the Financial Report for the month ending November 30, 2018:
Total Income:

$23,680.37

Total Expenditures:

$21,705.67

Excess Income/Expenses:
Balance in General Account:

$1,974.70
$59,516.89



Approved the upcoming baptisms of Benaiah Shad (date of birth: 01/03/2017) and Isabella Shad (date
of birth: 12/28/2017), children of Ifham & Shobna Shad, who will be soon moving to the FPCR area.
Pastor Cheryl will perform the rite of baptism on Sunday morning, December 30, 2018 at the 10:00
a.m. Worship Service.



Approved the recommendation from the Outreach Committee to create an AmazonSmile account for
FPCR, with the funds received from this account being designated for mission giving.



Approved the recommendation from the Property & Finance Committee to reconfigure the alcove in
John Knox Hall (near the kitchen) into a janitorial closet, with space for supplies.



Approved the proposed 2019 budget for FPCR, as recommended by the Property & Finance
Committee.



Approved the Sacrament of Holy Communion for Sunday, January 6, 2019, at the All-Church Worship
Service at 10:00 a.m.



Approved the date for the FPCR Annual Meeting for Sunday morning, January 27, 2019, to be held in
John Knox Hall immediately following the 10:00 a.m. All-Church Worship Service.
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Construction Zones
By Property and Finance
Property and Finance is very busy this month with three projects, and all of them are taking
place in John Knox Hall (JKH).
The biggest project is the re-purposing of the area known as the library. This area will be under
construction the week of January 7th through 11th. Three of the old accordion room dividers will be
dismantled and a new wall will be built to replace them. The library books will be donated to Salvation
Army, as A.K. Smiley Library has already selected the books they wanted. The front portion of this space
will become the new Presbytery of Riverside Office and the space closer to the stage will become a
storage area for our tables and chairs, which will no longer need to be stored on the floor of JKH.
The second project is already partially complete, given the new cabinet already in place in JKH.
Two generous donations are making this project possible. In January, a commercial coffee maker will be
permanently installed on the new cabinet. The coffee maker will be able to make coffee in about 5
minutes and there will be instant hot water. This will make things a bit easier on Sunday mornings as
well as for all events in JKH.
The third project is also already underway. The alcove (or coffee nook) in JKH is being
converted from a space that collects stuff, to a janitorial supply closet. This will allow the janitorial
supplies currently stored in the kitchen pantry, to be moved, freeing this space for more kitchen storage.
This new room will also help us clean up the hallway behind the stage.
It’s exciting to see the improvements to our campus! If you haven’t been to Classroom 1 lately,
stop by, as there is a new cabinet and technology in there as well. Again, generous donations of both
time and money, have made these improvements possible .
Property and Finance will continue to tackle projects to improve our facility with your generous
support.

Classroom 1
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Deacons’ Message
by Gayle Timilione
Wishing a joyous new year to all! The Board of Deacons sends a
message of thankfulness and appreciation for another year of
generous giving to our many projects.
Family Service is always so grateful for your continued gifts of nonperishable food and household items. Monetary donations also
sustain the assistance to Home Again, the Peanut Butter and Rice
fund, and extra help for families during the summer months of no
school assistance.
The local veterans can take advantage of bus passes to become more mobile throughout the
community. Youth Hope continues to serve the homeless and troubled youth through living
facilities, transportation, and emotional and spiritual guidance from dedicated, involved
adults. Support for Christian Counseling is very important in their community assistance.
Our Deacons are also available for our members who may need a lift to church, medical
appointments, or even to the store. Meals and visitations can be provided for those with
disabilities (short or long term), and we also celebrate birthdays through a card or a loving
phone call.
Through the Poinsettias at Christmas and the lovely Lilies at Easter we offer a way to
remember, honor, and celebrate our loved ones and family.
Let's joyously celebrate the blessings of Jesus in our lives, and continue to spread peace and
love throughout 2019.

Outreach Mission Dollars at Work
From Akasha Nawaz
18-10004
I live in Lahore, Pakistan. For me education is very important because it
helps give knowledge of the world and hence, results in us becoming a
better person with each passing day.
I chose to get enrolled in Forman Christian College (FCCU) because of
its excellent reputation and its diverse culture. Coming to FCCU was a
dream come true for me. I feel extremely privileged to be a part of such
a prestigious institution.
I am the only child and don’t have any siblings. My father was the
earning head of the family but after he passed away it became very difficult for my family to
make both ends meet. Therefore, my family was not able to bear the burden of my educational
expenses. This is when I applied for financial aid and luckily received it. I am grateful to
FCCU and all its donors who help make it possible for me to continue studying here.
FCCU has helped me in various ways and I feel truly blessed to be part of this prestigious
institute. I have been groomed into a person that I never thought to be otherwise and most
importantly it helped me cope up with my financial barriers and continue my education here.
I am currently doing MPhil Mass Communication and I wish to teach at FCCU after
completing my MPhil.
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HOW FPC REDLANDS CAN BENEFIT FROM AMAZONSMILE
What is AmazonSmile?
AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon that lets customers enjoy the same wide selection of
products, low prices, and convenient shopping features as on Amazon.com. The difference is that when
customers shop on AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5%
of the price of eligible purchases to the charitable organizations selected by customers.
How does AmazonSmile work?
When first visiting AmazonSmile, customers are prompted to select a charitable organization from over
one million eligible organizations. In order to browse or shop at AmazonSmile, customers must first
select a charitable organization. For eligible purchases at AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation
will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to the customer’s selected charitable organization.
Is there any cost to charitable organizations or to customers?
No. There is no cost to charitable organizations or to AmazonSmile customers. The shopping experience
is identical to Amazon.com with the added benefit that the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate to the
charitable organizations selected by customers.
This program, combined with Provident Bank’s commitment to supporting the church
with donations based on bank balances held by our members who have signed up, could
provide surprising benefits for FPC Redlands at absolutely no cost to the members who
enroll. If you shop at Amazon.com at all, won’t you consider using the AmazonSmile
feature? Call the office if you need help figuring out how to do it.

Your Generosity is Appreciated!
One of the best parts of the secretary’s job at FPC Redlands is receiving all the heartfelt thank-you notes
and letters from the agencies supported by our Mission and Deacons.
This month the office received a card (handwritten) from Family Services that included two
photographs of underprivileged kids enjoying a Halloween party thrown for them by Family Services.
The grins on their little faces told the whole story!
Bernie and Farsijana Adeney-Risakotta sent a beautiful, hand-painted water-color card which expressed
their appreciation of our prayers and support (again, handwritten).
And we received letters from Presbyterian Mission, thanking us for our support of Bernie and Farsijana;
and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, which briefly described the many people in Lebanon, Syria,
Puerto Rico, Texas, Florida, Kenya, South Sudan, Somalia, and closer to home—California, who were
assisted by our donations.
What a joy it is to support the work of this amazing church!
Judy Tanner, Church Secretary
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Christmas
Eve
Service
2018
Mary
Sara Kapoor

Joseph
Austin Kapoor

Baby Jesus
Abihail Kapoor

Supporting Cast
FPC Redlands
young people

First Presbyterian
Church of Redlands
The mission of the First
Presbyterian Church of
Redlands is to grow
spiritually with the
community by sharing
the love of Jesus Christ
with all who seek to
know God through
worship, prayer,
fellowship, and
evangelism.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF REDLANDS
An inclusive Community
of Faith, Hope, and Love

Save Postage +
Save Paper =
Save $$
We are pleased to share our newsletter with you and we
welcome your comments!
You may also view this newsletter on our web site. Go to
www.fpcredlands.org and then click on The Messenger
tab at the top of the page.

First Presbyterian
Church of Redlands
100 Cajon Street
P.O. Box 2009
Redlands CA 92373
(909) 793-2839
FPCRedlands@gmail.com
www.FPCRedlands.org
Return Service
Requested

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

