
  January 1, 2019 First Presbyterian Church of Redlands 

The Pastorôs Corner 

DREAM DREAMS 
 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

 

Birthdays .................  ...2 

Worship Schedule ....  ...3 

Contemplative Corner .4 

Calendaréééé..éé...5   

Per Capita Explained....7 

Session Highlights .....10 

Deaconsô Message .....  .12 

 

SESSION MEMBERS 

¶ Moses Bakhsh 

¶ Sue Teele 

¶ Marcia FaganðClerk  
 of Session 

¶ Harry Muaya 

¶ Richard Frederick 

¶ Lori Zak 

¶ Jerri Rodewald 

¶ Ann Platz 

¶ Richard Jones 

¶ Al Polchow 

¶ Shirley Harry 

Tˈ˅ M˅˓˓˅ˎˇ˅˒ 

What are your dreams for 2019?  Do you have a special vacation planned or 

maybe a family reunion to attend? Do you hope to embark on a new hobby or 

just spend more time with friends and family? Do you dream of retiring or 

receiving a challenging promotion? Are you dreaming of remodeling your home 

or just dreaming of finishing all the projects you started in 2018? What are your 

personal dreams for the new year that is unfolding before us? 

 What are our dreams as a church, for God says to us through the 

prophet Joel, ñI will pour out my Spirit on all humankind; your daughters and 

your sons shall prophesy, your elders shall dream dreams, and your young 

people shall see visions. In those days, I will pour out my Spirit even on those in 

servitude, women and men alike.ò Yes, Godôs Spirit is being poured out on all of 

us! 

 Yet, are we ready to share what dreams we have for this church with 

each other? Are we willing to not only share our dreams, but then risk doing the 

challenging work to make these dreams come true? I just enrolled in a seminar 

entitled, ñDream Bigò provided by the PCUSA Board of Pensions for pastors. 

Iôm looking forward to starting it in January! 

If you need some inspiration to dream dreams, I suggest watching The 

Greatest Showman on Earth. It is a cinematic treasure about taking risks, 

pursuing passions, and dreaming dreams again. Let these words from the movie 

soundtrack refrain of A Million Dreams inspire you to dream dreams once 

again: 

óCause every night I lie in bed 

The brightest colors fill my head 

A million dreams are keeping me awake 

I think of what the world could be 

(Continued on page 6) 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN MONTHLY BOOK CLUB 

The first book club meeting of the 

new year will be held January 10, 

2019, at 7:00 p.m. Dick and Mary 

Lou Jones will host the gathering. 

The book to be discussed is  This I 

Believe, based on the National 

Public Radio series of the same 

name. 

Be sure to bring a list of books 

you would like the group to 

consider reading in 2019 to this 

meeting.  
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January 1 Adrian Rioballove 

January 15 Elita Barus 

January 16 Isabel Browne 

January 16 Albert Frans Ompi 

January 20 James R. Appleton 

January 20 Gayle Timilione 

January 24 Larry Dwight 

January 29 Joyce Crawford 

January 31 Mary Lou Martinez 

January 31 Sorta Ruth Alice Tobing (Sirait) 



 

January 6, 2019  10:00 a.m. 
All Church Worship and Communion   

First Reading  Matthew 2:1-12 

Second Reading  Isaiah 60:1-6 

Sermon Title  Arise, Shine! 

 

January 13, 2019 10:00 a.m.   

First Reading  Isaiah 43:1-7  

Second Reading  Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

Sermon Title  In Solidarity 

 

5:00 p.m. ï Indonesian Language Service
  

 

January 20, 2019   

First Reading  Isaiah 62:1-5 

Second Reading  John 2:1-11 

Sermon Title  Reluctant Generosity 

 

5:00 p.m. ï Indonesian Language Service
  

 

January 27, 2019               10:00 a.m.  
All Church Worship and Congregational 
Meeting  

First Reading  Isaiah 61:1-4 

Second Reading  Luke 14-21 

Sermon Title  Anointed for Service 
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  As this New Year begins, what is 

happening in your Circle of Prayer? Are you 

praying for one another regularly? Are you meeting 

together or connecting with one another by other 

means?  How is prayer shaping you, as you pray 

regularly for others in your Circle? How is prayer 

shaping us, as many within our church are praying 

for each other? 

 Jane Vennard, a United Church of Christ 

pastor and an adjunct facility member at Iliff 

School of Theology in Denver writes, ñTo become a 

praying congregation, everyone must be free to 

share their deepest hopes and fears and to reveal 

what is most important to them.ò She emphasizes 

the importance of ñeveryone.ò Are we creating a 

church environment that allows us to share with 

each other our deepest longings and hopes, our 

fears and questions? 

 In October, forty individuals made a 

commitment to be part of our Circles of Prayer for 

a year.  If you would like to be a part of our 

communal prayer experience, please let Pastor 

Cheryl know and she will place you in an existing 

group or create a new one if needed. 

 Vennard reminds us that, ñBecoming a 

praying congregation is not a linear process but a 

time of unfolding and deepening.ò May we 

experience the unfolding and deepening of our 

trust in the God who hears our prayers and in each 

other as we pray for one another. 

JANUARY WORSHIP SCHEDULE CIRCLES OF PRAYER 



 

Eugene Peterson in his opening remarks on 

Psalms in The Message gives this description of 

prayer:  

ñUntutored, we tend to think that prayer 

is what good people do when they are 

doing their best.  It is not.  

Inexperienced, we suppose that there must be an óinsiderô 

language that must be acquired before God takes us seriously in 

our prayer.  There is not.  Prayer is elemental, not advanced, 

language.  It is the means by which our language becomes 

honest, true, and personal in response to God.  It is the means by 

which we get everything in our lives out in the open before God.ò   

 

We will be using the Psalms in 2019 to become honest and true in a 

personal way before God.  Let us begin by our journey with the Psalms 

by praying a Psalm of Praise: 

ñI lift you high in praise, my God, O my Sovereign, and Iôll bless 

your name into eternity.  Iôll bless you every day, and keep it up 

from now to eternity.  God is magnificent; God can never be 

praised enough.  There are no boundaries to Godôs greatness.  

Generation after generation stands in awe of your work; each 

one tells stories of your mighty acts.ò  

 (The Message ï Psalm 145:1-4) 

 

As you pray this Psalm of Praise, personalize it.  Tell God why you think 

God is magnificent.  Tell God why God deserves your praise!  Let us pray 

the Psalms together this year as we get everything out in the open before 

God! 

 

CONTEMPLATIVE CORNER  
 

Reflecting on Godôs presence in our lives é 
   Praying the Psalms  
by Pastor Cheryl 
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WHATôS 

HAPPENING ON 

OUR CAMPUS 

 

There will be two separate, 

private celebrations of life in 

John Knox Hall, one on 

Friday, January 4, 12:00ð

200 p.m. and the other  on 

Saturday, January 12 from 

3:30ð6:30 p.m. 

A Presbytery CPM meeting 

will be held in Classroom 1 on 

January 22nd at 7:00 p.m. 

Young Champions will 

hold classes in John Knox Hall 

on Wednesday, January 23rd 

and 30th, between 5:00ð7:00 

p.m. 

A Presbytery Discernment 

Team meeting will 

congregate in Classroom 1, on 

the 29th between 8:30ð11:30 

a.m. 

Regular Gatherings 

The Redlands Camera 

Club holds their bi-monthly 

meetings in John Knox Hall on 

the first and third Mondays of 

the month from 6:00ð9:00 

p.m.  

Agape House of Praise 

meets here weekly on Friday 

evenings, between 7:00 ï

10:00 p.m. 

Redlands Indonesian 

Seventh Day Adventists 

hold a worship service and 

fellowship in our hall on 

Saturdays between 9:00 a.m.ð

4:00 p.m. 

A chapter of Alcoholics 

Anonymous meets in 

Classroom 1, every Wednesday 

evening, at 7:00 p.m. 



  

JANUARY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT FPC REDLANDS 

Sunday   

 

  Monday  

  

Tuesday 1 

 

New Years Day 

Office Closed 

 Wednesday 2 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 3 

7:00 a.m. 

Sunrise 

10:00 a.m.  

Deacons  

 Friday   4         

10:00 a.m.  

Knitting  

Companions 

 Saturday  5     

 

6  

Epiphany of the  

         Lord 

10:00 a.m. 

All Church  

Worship Service & 

Potluck Luncheon 

7 

Construction 

begins on new 

Presbytery  

office in JKH 

  

8 

 5:15 p.m. 

Property &  

Finance 

  

9 

 

 

   

10 

 7:00 p.m. 

Book Club 

  

11 

Construction 

anticipated to 

be completed 

on new  

Presbytery 

office in JKH 

12 

 

13 

10:00 a.m. 

English Worship 

 

5:00 p.m. 

Indonesian  

Language Worship 

5:45 p.m. 

Youth Activities  

14 

  

 

  

 

15 

  

 

16 

1:30 p.m. 

Wenonah Circle 

Classroom 1 

  

17 

9:30 a.m. 

Christian Ed. 

11:00 a.m. 

Coffee Shop 

Circle in C-1 

7:00 p.m. 

Evening Circle 

Jerri hosts 

18 19 

 

20 

10:00 a.m. 

English Worship 

5:00 p.m. 

Indonesian  

Language Worship 

5:45 p.m. 

Youth Activities  

21 

6:30 p.m. 

Session 

  

22 

 12:00 p.m. 

Bridge Club 

23 

  

24 

Oôdark: thirty 

a.m.  

Homeless 

Count 

   

25 

 

26 

27 

10:00 a.m. 

All Church  

Worship &  

Cong. Meeting 

6:00 p.m. 

Youth Connection 

28 29 

  

30 

 

31 
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Homelessness in Redlands 

2019 Point in Time Count 

January 17, 2019 ï 

Training 

 January 24, 2019 ï Count 

 

 

 Join Pastor Cheryl and Pastor 

Ron in participating in the Point-in-

Time Homeless Count on Thursday, 

January 24, 2019. If you are 

interested, please talk to Pastor 

Cheryl, as it requires pre-registration 

for training. The actual count will 

require an early start time on the 24th 

and plenty of layered warm clothes!  

 The required training that will 

take place on Thursday, January 17, 

2019 at 6:30 p.m.  The training and 

the Point-in time check-in takes place 

at the Church of Jesus Christ of the 

Latter Day Saints (LDS Church) 

located at 350 S. Wabash Ave., 

Redlands, CA 92374.   

 If you are ready to register,  

go to the county website for this year's 

volunteering:    

 www.sbcounty.gov/sbchp.  
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A vision of the one I see 

A million dreams is all its gonna take 

A million dreams for the world weôre gonna 

make    

We may not be dreaming of a circus like P.T. Barnum 

did, but I imagine God is stirring dreams collectively within us as a 

church, especially if we replace the word ñworldò in the refrain with 

ñchurch.ò A million dreams for the church weôre gonna make and Iôll 

add by Godôs grace.   

P.T. Barnum has some additional challenging words of 

wisdom for us too, for he said, ñNo one ever made a difference by 

being like everyone else.ò Or translated for the church, ñNo church 

ever made a difference by being like every other church.ò I wonder 

what makes us different from other churches in our city?  I suggest it 

is our diversity, which enriches all of us. What else makes us different? 

How might our differences help us to dream dreams that will impact 

our community for Christ? 

 As this new year unfolds, I pray that all of us are willing to 

dream dreams. I also trust that we will be willing to risk pursuing our 

dreams, even if we fail.  Failure is only failure when we fail to use it as 

an opportunity to learn, and we fail to risk again to pursue our dreams.  

Iôm looking forward to Godôs Spirit being poured out on us as we act 

on our dreams!  

 

Willing to dream and risk acting on them, 

Pastor Cheryl 

(Continued from page 1) The Pastorôs Corner 

http://www.sbcounty.gov/sbchp


 

Citywide Wide Forums on 
Homelessness 

Save the Dates 

 

 The Redlands Charitable 

Resource Coalition has partnered with 

the University of Redlands to present 

Citywide Forums on Homelessness in 

January and February of 2019. This is 

the work of Christmas, as Howard 

Thurman says!  

 The Forums will be held in the 

Casa Loma Room, at the University of 

Redlands, from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

on Thursday evenings.  Here are the 

dates to save on your calendar: 

 

 Thursday, January 24, 2019

       Topic ï Housing  

Thursday, January 31, 2019

       Topic ï Continuum of Care 

Thursday, February 7, 2019

       Topic ï Mental Health 

Thursday, February 21, 2019

       Topic ï Employment 

 

 Come and be a part of the 

Citywide Forums. It will help all of us 

better understand this critical citywide 

issue and how we might collectively 

respond to help mend the 

homelessness crisis. 
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Each year, every member is asked to give, in addition to 

the pledge, what is called per capita. Per capita giving 

fuels the connectional nature of our denomination, with 

some per capita going to the Presbytery, Synod and 

General Assembly. In 2019 the per capita assessment is 

$36.00.  Here is the breakdown of how this $36.00 is 

apportioned: 

Presbytery  $24.20 

Synod   $  2.85 

General Assembly $  8.95 

In 2019, the per capita apportionment for our church 

totals $6,804, which is based on our membership as of 

December 31, 2017, of 189 members.  

Although, per capita has been called a tax, it is 

more accurately described as the gift that binds us 

together. Per capita exists as a way for all Presbyterians 

to share the costs that belong to the whole church. It 
(Continued on page 8) 

 

The Connectional Church at Work 

2019 Per Capita 



exists to allow the whole church to share equitably in those 

things that make us Presbyterian: our theological identity, our 

connectedness, our system of mid councils that allow elders 

and ministers together to discern the mind of Christ, our 

ecumenical connections that make us part of the church 

universal, our core structures that keep us together as a church, 

and our call to work for full participation in decision making as 

we further the mission of Jesus Christ around the world. 

As a pastor, I have benefitted immensely from the 

connectional nature of our denomination, from the support and 

guidance of higher councils as well as availability of resources 

and expertise, not always available in a local church.  

The Presbyterian Church (USA), as of December 31, 

2017, had 1,415,053 members, 9,304 congregations, 170 

presbyteries, and 16 synods. We are a part of the Presbytery of 

Riverside and the Synod of Southern California and Hawaii. As 

a denomination, we have shared missionaries that serve around 

the globe and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, which responds 

to crises near and far.  We are able to support pastors through a 

health and pension benefit plan that is equitable for pastors 

who serve small churches as well as large churches. We have 

shared resources available for worship and education, as well. 

Let us all give our fair share towards our churchôs per capita 

apportionment!  

 

(Continued from page 7) 
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Congratulations are Due! 

State Wide Recognition 
for Helen Waitz 

 

 Helen Waitz received the 

Ruth Q. De Pride Award given by 

the California Retired Teachers 

Association (CalRTA), in September, 

at a Leadership Conference held at 

the Elks Club in Redlands.  

 Helen was honored for her 

outstanding work ï particularly, 

coordinating the CalRTA Redlands 

Division Scholarship Fund each 

year. The award states in part that 

ña nominee has served the citizens 

of the State of California with 

distinction, dedication, and devotion 

as educator and community leader, 

and has served CalRTA in many 

elective, appointive, and voluntary 

capacities.ò  

 Helen has met this measure 

of excellence due to her decades of 

effort in Division 25 of CalRTA.  

 Congratulations, Helen. 

Well done, good and faithful 

servant! 

 

Per Capita 

 

Redlands Area Interfaith  
Council 

January 10, 2019 

 

The Redlands Area Interfaith 

Councilôs (RAIC) first meeting of the 

New Year is a Bagel Bash! Come and experience the rich 

diversity of faith traditions in our city, as we gather together to 

promote interfaith relationships with love and respect.  The 

gathering will take place at 8:00 a.m. in Weeks Hall of the 

First United Methodist Church (FUMC) located at 1 East Olive 

Street. RAIC meets monthly on the second Thursday of the 

month. Come and be a part of an organization that promotes 

peaceable interfaith relationships. 


