First Presbyterian Church of Redlands

February 1, 2019

The Messenger
The Pastor’s Corner
GIVING IT ALL YOU GOT
Sheryl Crow and Jeff Trott have a song entitled, “The Dreaming Kind.” I
thought this song was an appropriate follow up to last month’s lead article
entitled, “Dream Dreams.” This first verse of their song starts out with these
words, “I turned off the news again tonight. It’s getting hard to watch everyone
fight.” I have been known to stay away from news feeds as well, for the reality
of our world can be overwhelming. The perpetual reporting of political
infighting, of random violence, of hate-filled speech, and of suffering near and
far, is just too much. So, to protect ourselves, as this song suggests, we turn off
news feeds.
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Yet, the reality of the world around us doesn’t just disappear. It just continues
unabated if we close ourselves off. That is why this song speaks to me in the
midst of our world the way it is. The refrain sings of resolve, “Giving it all I got.
There’ll be no more wasting precious time. Giving it all I got. Nothing’s ever
going to change my mind, that we’re beautiful inside. You could say I’m the
dreaming kind.” These two song writers believe in the inherent goodness of
God’s creation. They don’t give up on people or dreams simply because the
world is not as God envisions it or we would want it. Instead, they resolve to
give it all they got.

Kids Corner .............. .12

What about us? Are we willing to give everything we got to make this world a
better place one beautiful life at a time? I know this is why I volunteer in a 1 st
grade classroom, because each child is a dream of God, a beautiful child full of
potential. When I am in the classroom, I pray that each child comes to know
that they are beautiful inside.

 Harry Muaya

What about us as a church? Are we willing to see the beauty in each other? Are
we willing to hold fast to the dreams that we are dreaming for the church we
could be? I know we have a group of people dreaming about landscaping our
(Continued on page 6)
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN MONTHLY BOOK CLUB
The discussion of Sons and
Soldiers, by Bruce Henderson,
will be lead by Peggy Cavaghan
on Thursday, February 7, at
7:00 p.m. Rich and Monica
Frederick will host the meeting.
Joining the ranks of Unbroken,
Band of Brothers, and Boys in
the Boat, the little-known saga
of young German Jews, dubbed
The Ritchie Boys, who fled Nazi
Germany in the 1930s, came of
age in America, and returned
to Europe at enormous
personal risk as members of
the U.S. Army to play a key
role in the Allied victory. *
Then in March, we read The
Eleventh Trade, a story about
living with fear, being a friend,
and finding a new place to call
home, by Alyssa Hollingsworth.
*Goodreads.com
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February 13

Linda Cotton

February 28

Sabina Justine

February 28

Elise Evans

FEBRUARY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
February 3, 2019

Communion Sunday

First Reading

Jeremiah 1:4-10

Second Reading

Luke 4:21-30

Sermon Title

The Antagonist

5:00 P.M. – Indonesian Language Service
February 10, 2019
Guest Preacher Rev. Jill Kirchner-Rose
First Reading

Isaiah 6:1-8

Second Reading

Luke 5:1-11

5:00 P.M. – Indonesian Language Service

HIGHLIGHTING A COMMUNITY
NON-PROFIT, WE SUPPORT
8th Annual Benefit Dinner

February 17, 2019
First Reading

Jeremiah 17:5-10

Second Reading

Luke 6:17-26

Sermon Title

A Wake-Up Call

5:00 P.M. – Indonesian Language Service
February 24, 2019
First Reading

Genesis 45:3-11, 15

Second Reading

Luke 6:27-38

Sermon Title

Radical Reciprocity

5:00 P.M. – Indonesian Language Service

YouthHope is an organization that our mission
dollars support. If you have a heart for struggling
teens, consider attending this event. YouthHope
writes:
“We are so excited for our Walk in Their Shoes
Benefit Dinner happening Friday, February 22,
2019, with an awareness hour at 6 p.m. and
dinner at 7 p.m. ($75 Individual or $500
for a table of 8).
This is a great opportunity to see why YouthHope
exists. You will hear stories from our youth, see
alarming statistics of youth homelessness
in our nation and in our city. Y ou w ill also
have the opportunity to support YouthHope
through a silent auction, opportunity baskets, and
through donation cards. The dinner will take place
at The Mitten Building, located at 345 N. 5th
Street.
Please R.S.V.P. by February 2, 2019.
(909) 793-2345 or
fundraiser@youthhope.org
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
ON OUR CAMPUS
Citizens Church w ill be
holding a worship service in
John Knox Hall and youth
activities in Classroom 2, on
Thursday, February 7, from
5:00—9:00 p.m.
Cole Vocational Service
will be having a Valentine’s
Day party for their clients in
JKH on Tuesday, February 12.
Presbytery co m m ittees
will congregate in Classroom 1,
on the 19th between 10:00—
2:00 p.m.
Redlands Camera Club is
having another series of
classes in Classroom 1, on
Tuesday, February 19, 26, and
March 5.

Regular Gatherings
The Redlands Camera
Club holds th eir bi-monthly
meetings in John Knox Hall on
the first and third Mondays of
the month from 6:00—9:00
p.m.
Agape House of Praise
meets here weekly on Saturday
evenings, between 5:00 –9:00
p.m.
Redlands Indonesian
Seventh Day Adventists
hold a worship service and
fellowship in our hall on
Saturdays between 9:00 a.m.—
4:00 p.m.
A chapter of Alcoholics
Anonymous m eets in
Classroom 1, every Wednesday
evening, at 7:00 p.m.
Redlands Thanksgiving
Church b egins m eetin g
here Sundays, Mondays and
Saturdays starting the 3rd.
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CONTEMPLATIVE CORNER
Reflecting on God’s presence in our lives …
Praying the Psalms—Prayers of Asking
by Pastor Cheryl

Do you find it hard to ask for what you
need? Is it hard to articulate what you
want, especially when it comes to asking
God? Psalm 5 offers us the language of
asking through prayer and the psalmist
begins with these words:
“Give ear to my words, O Lord;
give heed to my sighing.
Listen to the sound of my cry, my King
and my God, for to you I pray.”

When we ask God in prayer for things that are near and dear to our
hearts, we want God to listen. Remember what Eugene Peterson said
about prayer, “Prayer is the means by which our language becomes
honest, true, and personal in response to God.” Psalm 6 offers us an
example of an honest and personal plea for healing:
“O Lord, heal me, for my bones are shaking with terror…
I am weary with my moaning;
every night I flood my bed with tears;
I drench my couch with weeping. Turn, O Lord, save my life.”
There are other psalms of asking, but as you pray with Psalm 5 and 6,
personalize them. Ask God for your heart’s desires. Ask God with the
confidence that God will listen and respond, for Jesus said to his
disciples, “Ask, and it will be given you.” May your asking be as bold as
the psalmists’.

JANUARY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT FPC REDLANDS
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday 1

Saturday 2

10:00 a.m.
Knitting
Companions

3

4

5

10:00 a.m.
English Worship

6

7

8

7:00 p.m.
Choir Practice

10:00 a.m.
Deacons

Office
volunteer,
Karen’s
birthday

7:00 p.m.
Book Club

5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language Worship

10

11

10:00 a.m.
English Worship
5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language Worship
5:45 p.m.
Youth Activities

17
10:00 a.m.
English Worship
5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language Worship
5:45 p.m.
Youth Activities
24
10:00 a.m.
English Worship
5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language Worship
3:00 p.m.
Parents Triennium
Meeting
5:45 p.m.
Youth Activities

18
Presidents
Day

12

13

5:15 p.m.
Property &
Finance

7:00 p.m.
Choir Practice

19

20

15

16
9:30 a.m.
PW CT Mtg.

21

22

23

1:30 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
Wenonah Circle Christian Ed.
Classroom 1
11:00 a.m.
Coffee Shop
7:00 p.m.
Circle in C-1
Choir Practice
7:00 p.m.
Evening Circle

Church
Office Closed
6:30 p.m.
Session

25

14

9

26

27

12:00 p.m.
Bridge Club

7:00 p.m.
Choir Practice

28
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THE GIFT OF THE
CONNECTIONAL CHURCH
Per Capita
We each have the opportunity to
support the gift of the Connectional
Church. As of January 27th we have
received $1,686 towards our
commitment of $6,804, which
represents $36.00 per member. Here is
how this gift will be distributed:
Presbytery

$24.20

Synod

$ 2.85

General Assembly
$ 8.95
Our gift is paid in six increments, which
started in January.
Per capita exists as a way for all
Presbyterians to share the costs that
belong to the whole church. It exists to
allow the whole church to share
equitably in those things that make us
Presbyterian: our theological identity,
our connectedness, our system of mid
councils that allow elders and ministers
together to discern the mind of Christ,
our ecumenical connections that make
us part of the church universal, our
core structures that keep us together as
a church, and our call to work for full
participation in decision making as we
further the mission of Jesus Christ
around the world. What a gift it is to
know that we are in ministry with
others.

(Continued from
page 1)

The Pastor’s Corner

vacant lot as a way to bless our
community and this church. I know
there are others dreaming of a
remodeled sanctuary pulpit area that
would facilitate its use by the
Symphony and other musical and
theater groups. I know there are still
others dreaming about additional
changes to JKH to freshen its appearance and make it even
more welcoming. I know others who are dreaming of a
partnership with a children’s theater group as well as with
other community groups. And of course, the dream of all
dreams, the sanctuary ground floor being developed and
bustling with energetic and beautiful people from our
community.
Yet, like the incessant news feed that spews what is wrong
with the world, facility issues demand our attention and
draw us away from our dreams here at the church. Did you
know that on December 23, 2018, our sanctuary basement
was partially flooded as our boiler is nearing the end of its
life after almost 60 years of service? We were able to patch
the problem temporarily, but its replacement looms large.
Did you know that there is water pooled on top of the
sanctuary narthex roof that needs to be addressed and
remedied, or how about our main parking lot that really
needs to be regraded, resurfaced and striped? Of course,
there are other smaller issues that need attention as well.
And Property and Finance is working hard to be good
stewards of our resources.
It would be easy for us to focus on all that is not right with
our facility, allowing these issues to overshadow our dreams.
But I suggest we take our cue from these song writers and
commit to giving it all we got. Let’s remember what God said
to the prophet Jeremiah, “For surely I know the plans I have
for you, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you
a future with hope.” We will have to address our facility
issues, but let’s not let them dampen our dreams or our
willingness to take risks for something more than the way
things are. Let’s remember we are God’s beautiful church,
the dreaming kind, for with God all things are possible, even
our dreams!
Giving it all I got,
Pastor Cheryl
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CITYWIDE WIDE FORUMS
ON HOMELESSNESS
Save the Dates
The Redlands Charitable Resource
Coalition has partnered with the
University of Redlands to continue
presenting Citywide Forums on
Homelessness in February and March
of 2019. This is the work of Christmas,
as Howard Thurman says!
The Forums will be held in the Casa
Loma Room, at the University of
Redlands, from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
on Thursday evenings. Here are the
dates to save on your calendar:

Thursday, February 7, 2019
Topic – Mental Health

CHRISTIAN UNITY SUNDAY
Sunday, February 10, 2019
at 10:00 A.M.

On Sunday, February 10, 2019,
six local pastors from our
community pastors’ group will
exchange pulpits. Although,
January 13th is the liturgically
specified Christianity Unity
Sunday, all were not available
that Sunday. So, we settled on a Sunday in early
February when all of the participating pastors were
available, and deemed it Christian Unity Sunday. This
exchange is an outgrowth of our work together to make a
difference in our community. Here is where everyone
will be preaching:
Pastor and Denomination

Preaching Church

Thursday, February 21, 2019
Topic – Employment

Rev. J.T. Greenleaf. Methodist

1st Baptist Church

Thursday, March 7, 2019
Topic – Employment

Rev. Kim Krogstad, Lutheran Trinity Episcopal Church

Rev. Jill Kirchner-Rose, UCC

Rev. Paul Price, Episcopal

1st Presbyterian Church

United Church of Christ

Rev. Cheryl Raine, Presbyterian First Lutheran Church
Come and be a part of the Citywide
Forums. It will help all of us better
understand this critical citywide issue
and how we might collectively respond
to help mend the homelessness crisis.

Rev. Shawn Zambrows, American Baptist
First United Methodist

We will all be tackling the same gospel lectionary text,
Luke 5:1-11, which is the calling of Jesus’ first disciples
according to the Gospel of Luke. We hope to make this
an annual exchange, just as we have made the Ash
Wednesday “Ashes on the Go” in downtown and our
combined Good Friday service. The Spirit is at work in
all of these churches and it will be exciting for me to
share God’s word with the Lutheran Congregation on
this morning, while Rev. Jill Kirchner-Rose is sharing
God’s word here in our morning service.
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Presbyterian Youth Triennium is a gathering for high school age youth from the Presbyterian
Church (USA) and the Cumberland Presbyterian Church that occurs every three years. The 2019 event is
July 16-20, 2019 at Purdue University. Th e th em e fo r th e 2019 event is “Here’s My Heart”.
WORSHIP AND FUN! Drawing from the rich and diverse theology, history and education of the
Presbyterian tradition – the Triennium experience is packed with the information students long to
explore!
Digging into faith through a variety of activities and experiences – all focused around the theme “Here’s
My Heart” (Recognize the line yet? Hint: It’s a lyric from a classic tune / hymn we sing!) participants at
the Triennium will re-enter their lives with a fresh sense of inspiration grounded in the context of
personal and communal worship!
On Sunday, February 24, The Presbytery of Riverside will hold a meeting for parents of high school aged
youth, at 3:00 p.m. in John Knox Hall.
Margaret Ndipagbor will be attending the Youth Triennium from our church. We will work as a church to
support Margaret’s adventure, even as we look forward to hearing of her experience.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR WOMEN'S
COLD WEATHER SHELTER
After the City's January 16 closure of the Cold
Weather Shelter at Set Free Church Redlands, a
"women only" shelter opened at the Center for
Spiritual Living at 602 Church St., Redlands (on
Church just east of the I-10). The City has stated it
will not interfere with the operation of this shelter.
The new shelter program is in danger of closing as soon as the weekend of February 2 unless additional
volunteers are recruited. Those interested may contact Rick Ferguson at 909-362-2819 by voice or text
or rickkellief@verizon.net. Please provide your cell phone number and email address.
Because this is a women's only shelter, it is imperative that there be a female volunteer for each
shift. The shelter will not operate unless there is a female on duty. A male volunteer will generally be on
duty as well for both shifts.
The shelter opens nightly at 7:00 p.m. and the guests are gone by 7:00 a.m. A light snack is served when
the ladies arrive. Sleeping mats are provided. There are 2 shifts for volunteers: 7:00 to 1:00 a.m. and
1:00 a.m. to 7:00 a.m. In the morning, the volunteers turn on the coffee urn at 6:00 a.m., turn the lights
on at 6:15 a.m., and put out the pastries. The shelter will close on March 31, 2019.
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WOMEN’S RETREAT

LEADERSHIP, EDUCATION, AND
DISCIPLESHIP TRAINING (LEaD)

February 8-9, 2019

February 23, 2019

Save the Date and Register

Calvary Presbyterian Church

The United Methodist Women are
inviting the Presbyterian Women to
join them at Mission Gables House,
located at 25 Grant Street, Redlands,
for a women’s retreat, in February.
The retreat is entitled “Eat, Pray,
Love”. Pastor Cheryl will be leading
the Friday evening program, while
Karen Garner and Janee Both-Gragg
will be leading the Saturday sessions.

4495 Magnolia Avenue, Riverside CA
92504
Time: 9:00 am to 12:00 pm
LEaD is an annual
training
event
designed to develop
and
grow
the
knowledge and skill of
elders, deacons and
other congregational
leaders within our
Presbytery.

Here is a schedule for the retreat:
Friday, February 8th
5:00 p.m.
Check-in and dinner
6:15—8:00 p.m.
Program

Keynote Speaker

Saturday, February 9th
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Program

The cost is $50 per person for both
Friday and Saturday. If you can only
attend on Friday, your contribution of
$25 will cover the cost of the dinner
and program. Here are the contacts for
questions and registration:
Julie Shuler
Julia_shuler@verizon.net
(909) 557-4360
Robynn Capestany
rrcapestany@gmail.com
(909) 732-6229
There is a registration form in the
office as well.

Mark D. Roberts,
from Fuller Seminary,
will be the featured
speaker this year.

Mr. Roberts is the Executive Director of the Max De
Pree Center for Leadership at Fuller. Mark also has a
blog at www.markdroberts.com. Prior to Fuller, Roberts
was the Senior Director and Scholar-in-Residence at
Laity Lodge and the Senior Pastor of Irvine Presbyterian
Church. Roberts also happened to be Pastor Cheryl’s
New Testament and Biblical Greek teacher in Seminary.
The cost for this day of training is $5.00 and can be paid
at the door. To register go to
https://www.riversidepresbytery.com/2019-leadevent.html
and then click on: Click here to register and print
parking pass. If you need help with registration please
talk with Judy Tanner or Pastor Cheryl, as they can help
as needed.
SCHEDULE
9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
11:15 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

Registration Continental
Breakfast
Keynote Speaker
Q&A with Keynote Speaker
Breakout Session
Event Concludes
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Session Highlights
February 2019

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held the regularly scheduled Stated Session
Meeting on Monday, January 21, 2019 and took the following actions at the meeting:


Received the Financial Report for the month ending December 31, 2018:
Total Income:

$51,895.74

Total Expenditures:

$29,182.98

Excess Income/Expenses:

$22,712.76

Balance in General Account:

$69,535.75



Approved the recommendation from the Personnel Committee to approve changes to Section VI of the
Personnel Policy to bring the policy in line with the Terms of Employment of staff. [Details available
through the Moderator of the Personnel Committee, Sue Teele]



Approved the Commission and Covenant for Commissioned Local Pastor Hart Tan, for the term of
service from July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2022. Pastor Hart’s Commission and Covenant will be
forwarded to the Presbytery for review and approval.



Approved the recommendation from the Property and Finance Committee to authorize an additional
$3,500 in costs for the four projects being completed in John Knox Hall. [Details available through the
Moderator of Property & Finance, Shirley Harry]



Approved establishing a Building Fund for capital improvements for our church.



Approved the Sacrament of Holy Communion for Sunday, February 3, 2019, at the 10:00 a.m. Worship
Service and at the 5:00 p.m. Worship Service.
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John Knox Hall Renovations
Presbytery of Riverside’s New Home and More!
The Presbytery of Riverside has moved to our campus as of February 1, 2019. Their office is on the west
side of John Knox Hall (JKH). Entry to the Presbytery Office is through JKH. In addition to the build
out for the Presbytery Office in JKH, three other projects were tackled in January:
New Storage area for our tables and chairs, so they don’t have to be in plain sight when not in use;
Reconfigured storage at the southwest corner of the JKH. It was two areas, but is now one large
storage room with entry from JKH, which will be used for our historical documents;
Reconfigured the alcove in JKH into a custodial closet, which will house custodial supplies and
cleaning tools and a janitorial sink;
The coffee bar is also awaiting one more new Bunn Coffee Maker. (One has arrived!).
These four projects nicely improve the use and aesthetics of JKH. If you have not had a chance to see
these changes, make your way to JKH, and while you’re there, join us for a cup of coffee and fellowship
after the worship service!
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Children and Youth Corner
On Sunday mornings…
Here is the schedule for our nursery, children and youth:
Every Sunday the Nursery is available for our wee ones from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. If you would
like childcare at other times for choir practice or an adult education offering, please let the office
know in advance;
Every Sunday of the month there are coloring supplies available from our ushers for children;
First Sunday of the Month – Children and Youth stay in worship and receive communion;
Second Sunday of the Month – Sunday school is available for children and youth;
Third Sunday of the Month – Music education with Lauren Jorgenson for children and youth;
Fourth Sunday of the Month – Sunday school is available for children and youth.

On Sunday evenings at 5:30 p.m ., m iddle and h igh school youth gath er to study the W o r d,
as lead by Wilson Kayange. The study is lead in English, even though the majority of participants are
involved in the Indonesian Language worship service. All youth, in middle and high school are invited to
attend.
Stay tuned for future news about the Redlands Youth Connection, as a meeting has happened on
January 29th to discuss its future.
Save the dates for Vacation Bible School (VBS), as we partner once again with First United Methodist
Church. The dates this summer are Monday, June 10 through Friday, June 14. The time is 9:00 a.m. to
noon, with paid child care available in the afternoon if needed. Children aged 4-years-old through
promoting 5th graders can participate in the VBS. Older youth can volunteer to assist, so don’t count
yourself out! If you would like to get involved in helping out, let Pastor Cheryl know!
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Adult Education Classes
Educating Ourselves About Gun Violence

On Sundays, February 17th and 24th Pastor Cheryl will facilitate two Adult
Education Classes using the PCUSA produced webinar entitled, “Engaging in
the Holy Work of Gun Violence Prevention.” At each session we will see
portions of the 90-minute video and then engage in reflective discussions.
As we know, gun violence hits the news far too often these days. The PCUSA has produced a number of
tools to address gun violence including a Congregational Toolkit, which will be available for review and a
documentary entitled Trigger: The Ripple effect of Gun Violence. In addition, we will have a few copies
of a book authored by James E. Atwood entitled, Gundamentalism and Where It is Taking America.
Before solutions can be found, we must learn about the issue other than from the headlines.
Come and engage in thoughtful discussions on this timely topic given that the first anniversary of the
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School shooting in Parkland, Florida, happens February 14th.
Seventeen innocent people, teachers and students, lost their vibrant lives that day when ex-student
Nikolas Cruz gunned them down. I hear the psalmists cry out as we prepare to educate ourselves, “How
long, O Lord, how long?” for there are no easy answers or one size fits all solutions to this growing public
health crisis according to Dr. Susan L. Polan.

University of Redlands Labyrinth
4:05 P.M. Every Monday
Are you committed to standing with others seeking peace in our city, nation and world? Then join
Chaplain John Walsh, Pastor Cheryl and others, as they come together every Monday at the Labyrinth
near the northwest corner of the campus between Colton and Brockton to share words of
encouragement with fellow peacemakers. Participants come from many faith traditions, but all have a
common purpose and vision of peace in the midst of our tumultuous world.
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First Presbyterian
Church of Redlands
The mission of the First
Presbyterian Church of
Redlands is to grow
spiritually with the
community by sharing
the love of Jesus Christ
with all who seek to
know God through
worship, prayer,
fellowship, and
evangelism.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF REDLANDS
An inclusive Community
of Faith, Hope, and Love

Save Postage +
Save Paper =
Save $$
We are pleased to share our newsletter with you and we
welcome your comments!
You may also view this newsletter on our web site. Go to
www.fpcredlands.org and then click on The Messenger
tab at the top of the page.

First Presbyterian
Church of Redlands
100 Cajon Street
P.O. Box 2009
Redlands CA 92373
(909) 793-2839
FPCRedlands@gmail.com
www.FPCRedlands.org
Return Service
Requested

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

