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The Messenger
The Pastor’s Corner
STEPPING INTO THE GAP
INSIDE THIS ISSUE

I loved this description of the Festival of Homiletics from a fellow
traveler, when I explained where I was headed; “It sounds like
Coachella for pastors!” Indeed! There were multiple venues
happening at the same time with a choice of preachers, lecturers and
music. I had the opportunity to participate in worship 9 times in 5
days and to hear 9 different preachers. I listened to 11 different
lectures and enjoyed 4 different concerts. It was a week that deeply
challenged us preacher-types with calls to action. Choosing comfort
at the expense of the gospel is not an option for the churches we have
been called to serve. So, I return with renewed fire for the work that
is before us as God’s gathered people.
Jesus said to his disciples, “You know that the rulers of the
Gentiles lord it over them and their great ones are tyrants over them.
It will not be so among you; but whoever wishes to be great among
you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you
must be your slave; just as the Son of Man (Jesus) did not come to be
served, but to serve.”
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SESSION MEMBERS
 Moses Bakhsh
 Sue Teele

“It will not be so among you.” Yet, the culture in which we
live and move and have our being tells us to clamor for greatness as
well as being first, even if it is at the expense of others. Our
headlines, tweets and posts are littered with daily stories that remind
us of this truth, so much so that we, within the church, are often
paralyzed with inaction given the overwhelming needs. Yet, preacher
after preacher reminded Festival participants that although one
person cannot solve the systemic issues plaguing our society, change
is only made possible when individuals step into the gap and work
together to bring God’s vision to reality.

 Marcia Fagan—Clerk
of Session

I landed back in California from Minneapolis, at about the
same time that U.S. Customs and Border Patrol made the decision to
start transporting asylum seekers to various cities, hoping that

 Richard Jones

(Continued on page 6)

 Harry Muaya
 Monica Frederick
 Lori Zak
 Luann Bangsund
 Ann Platz

 Al Polchow
 Shirley Harry
 Jim Appleton

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN MONTHLY BOOK CLUB
Pastor Cheryl will be hosting and leading
the June meeting’s, discussion of Richard
Rohr’s Universal Christ. The meeting starts
at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, June 6.
In July, Grace Baldwin will host and lead
the discussion of Beneath the Scarlet Sky by
Mark Sullivan.
Based on the true story of a forgotten
hero, Beneath a Scarlet Sky is the triumphant,
epic tale of one young man’s incredible courage
and resilience during one of history’s darkest
hours.*
*Goodreads.com
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June 1

Rachel Simanungkalit

June 2

Aleta West

June 2

Edmond Sompotan

June 2

Perry Erwin Hayes

June 2

Zara Justine

June 3

Raheel Hameed

June 3

Jemima Sirait

June 8

Ann Elizabeth Platz

June 8

Verbina Sanchez

June 9

Nabeel Barkat

June 9

Adeel Barkat

June 11

Sally Rehfeldt

June 15

Jamaris Purba

June 16

Carol Elaine Bishop

June 17

Zack Hamada

June 17

Sajeel Barkat

June 18

Alexandra Anastasia Zak

June 19

Sandra Ann Hayes

June 21

Harry Muaya

June 26

Jeremy Dean Platz

June 28

Sundus Jacob

June 28

Stephen Teele

June 29

Nancy Bierlein

MAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
June 2, 2019

Communion

First Reading
Second Reading
The Message

Psalm 97:1-12
John 17:20-26
May Be One

June 9, 2019
Recognition of Teachers and Student
Promotions and Graduations
Welcome of New Members
First Reading
Second Reading
The Message

Acts 2:1-21
John 14:12-17, 25-27
The Gift

June 16, 2019

Trinity Sunday:

Men of the Church Day and
Father’s Day
First Reading
Second Reading
The Message

Psalm 8:1-9
Romans 5:1-5
Building Blocks

June 23, 2019
First Reading
Second Reading
The Message

Psalm 42:1-11
Luke 8:26-39
Work to be Done

Summer
Sunrise
Thursdays at
7:00 A.M.
Our summer Sunrise series begins
Thursday, June 6, at 7:00 A.M. in the
sanctuary narthex.
Pastor Cheryl, Chris Kane and Jerri
Rodewald will be facilitators for Sunrise.
The Sunrise series is a time to reflect on
scripture, while listening for the stirring of
the Spirit in our lives. We will use Lectio
Divina, which is a contemplative way to
encounter God’s word.
The question explored in this process is:
“How is God speaking into one’s life at this
particular time?” The Spirit always
surprises participants in ways that bring
fresh insights into our lives.
Come and listen for the Spirit’s stirrings in
your own life.

June 30, 2019
First Reading
Second Reading
The Message

Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20
Luke 9:51-62
Risky and Costly

Staff Whereabouts
By Personnel
Dr. Alina Artemova will be on vacation in
Russia and not be with us Sundays June 9,
16 or 23. We will have guest musicians,
including our very own Mary Lou Jones and
her piano colleague Nelda Stuck. Please
pray for traveling mercies for Dr. Alina
Artemova.
Pastor Cheryl begins her summer softball
season on Sunday, June 2nd. Pastor Cheryl
and Paul will be heading to the City of
Lakewood to join her sons on Sunday
afternoons during June and July. Play ball!
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What’s Happening on
our Campus
The Redlands Festival Singers
will hold their spring choir concert in
the sanctuary, on Saturday, June 1,
at 7:30 P.M. and on Sunday, June 2,
at 1:00 P.M. Tickets are $10/person
or $25/family at the door.

Regular Gatherings
The Presbytery of Riverside,
which has permanent office space in
the Christian Ed building,
occasionally holds meetings in C-1
and JKH.
The Redlands Camera Club
holds their bi-monthly meetings in
John Knox Hall on the first and third
Mondays of the month from 6:00—
9:00 P.M.
Agape House of Praise m eets
here in C-1, weekly on Saturday
evenings, between 5:00 –9:00 P.M.
Redlands Indonesian Seventh
Day Adventists holds a w or ship
service and fellowship in our hall on
Saturdays, 9:00 A.M.—5:00 P.M.
A chapter of Alcoholics
Anonymous m eets in C- 1, every
Wednesday evening, at 7:00 P.M.
Redlands Thanksgiving Church
meets here in the chapel, 11:30—
1:30 and C-1, 1:30—3:30 P.M., on
Sundays; in C-1, Tuesdays, 10:00—
noon; and in C-1 on Saturdays,
6:30—8:30 A.M.
Thrive Single Moms w ill hold a
meeting in C-5, June 23, from 1:30—
4:30 P.M.
Young Champions hold s a selfdefense class in JKH, on Wednesday
nights, 5:00—7:00 P.M.
Citizens Church holds a m usic
practice on Thursdays, from 6:30—
8:30 P.M. in JKH.
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CONTEMPLATIVE
CORNER
Reflecting on God’s presence in our lives …
Praying the Psalms—Prayers of Desperation
by Pastor Cheryl
Why is it that desperation often
sets in during the wee hours of
the morning when something
weighing on our minds jolts us
awake? In the darkness of the
early morning, we desperately
plead with God to take the
problem so that we can get the
rest we need. Yet, we often lie
awake in the silence, wondering if God is listening to our
desperate pleas.
Have you ever had a night like that? I know I have. And
so has the psalmist. Listen to the opening words of
Psalm 77:
“I cry aloud to God, aloud to God, that he may hear me.
In the day of my trouble I seek the Lord;
in the night my hand is stretched out without wearying;
my soul refuses to be comforted.
I think of God and I moan;
I meditate and my spirit faints.”
At certain times in our lives, we are desperate for a word
from God, and often that word seems elusive. Our
troubles seem insurmountable; and unlike Isaiah’s words
of faith found in Isaiah 43, we feel as if we will be
consumed by the fires or overwhelmed by the flood
waters of life.
When desperation has a grip on your soul, do not fear
sharing it with God. Pray through Psalm 77 and make it
your own, for God can be trusted to walk with you
through your deepest despair, even if God does so in
silence. As the famous footprint poem suggests, when
only one pair of footprints can be seen, God may very
well be carrying you.

JUNE CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT FPC REDLANDS
Sunday
2
Communion
Sunday
10:00 a.m.
English Worship
5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language Worship

9

Pentecost

Monday

Tuesday

4

Wednesday 5 Thursday

5:30 p.m.
Worship
Committee

6

7:00 a.m.
Sunrise Lectio
Divina
10:00 a.m.
Deacons

Friday

7

Saturday

Church Office
Closed
10:00 a.m.
Knitting
Companions

7:00 p.m.
Book Club
10

10:00 a.m.
All Church
Worship &
Fellowship

16

17

10:00 a.m.
English Worship
5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language Worship
5:45 p.m.
Youth Activities

6:30 p.m.
Session

23

24

10:00 a.m.
English Worship
5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language
Worship
5:45 p.m.
Youth Activities
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11

12

13

14

5:15 p.m.
Property &
Finance

11:00 a.m.
PW Luncheon

7:00 a.m.
Sunrise Lectio
Divina

Church Office
Closed

18

19

20

21

25
12:00 p.m.
Bridge Club

5:30 p.m.
Outreach

1:30 p.m.
7:00 a.m.
Wenonah Circle Sunrise Lectio
Classroom 1
Divina
9:30 a.m.
Christian Ed
11:00 a.m.
Sarah Circle
7:00 p.m.
Eve Circle

Church Office
Closed

26

27

28

7:00 a.m.
Sunrise Lectio
Divina

Church Office
Closed

15

22

29

30
10:00 a.m.
English Worship
11:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language Worship
5:45 p.m.
Youth Activities

5
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(Continued from page 1)

ALERT FROM THE
OUTREACH COMMITTEE
Our ability to solve the homeless
problems in our society will take a
coordinated
effort
among
governmental agencies, public and
private groups, and individuals
who believe that all people are
created in the image of God… none
more or less worthy. The Redlands
Charitable Resource Coalition
provides just this kind of
important coordination locally.
Pastor Cheryl has agreed to be a
member… so we know actions are
forthcoming. Also, many of our
members are engaged in the work
of individual agencies such as
Family Services, the Women’s Cold
Weather Shelter, and Youth Hope,
and as a church we contribute a
portion of our mission funds to
local efforts.
One of the new contributing
organizations in ‘Our Town’,
named Refresh and Renew, that
our church is supporting, will be
highlighted in ‘A Minute for
Mission’ during our worship
service and for an hour following
our fellowship time on June 30.
This group of volunteers led by Dr.
Vernon Hoffs has purchased a
sparkling new mobile shower unit
that is providing showers and
clean clothing for homeless
persons on a weekly basis at
various locations in this area. This
project exemplifies our church
mission statement Living the
Heart and Mind of Christ, at
the Heart of the City. Our
members will be able to have a
peek at this facility that will be on
our campus on June 30, hear more
about their good work, and maybe
even be enticed to lend a hand.
Don’t miss it!
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The Pastor’s Corner

charitable organizations would step
into the gap. There was no longer
room at border facilities, so the San
Bernardino bus station became one
of the drop off points for asylum
seekers. The church, Our Lady of
the Rosary Cathedral in San
Bernardino, stepped into the gap as
did the Inland Center for
Immigration Justice. I heard from community
colleagues how these asylum seekers were being helped
initially by these, and other organizations, as they
made their way to relatives.
“It will not be so among you.” Of course,
asylum seekers are just one of many social issues that
currently challenge faith communities to step into the
gap. I know I am stepping into the gap and becoming
more directly involved in the Redlands Charitable
Resource Coalition as it prepares to deliver a white
paper on homelessness to our city council. How might
you step into the gap of a concern that breaks open
your heart with compassion? As Frederick Buechner
once said, “The place God calls you to [step into the
gap] is the place where your deep gladness and the
world's deep hunger meet.”
As the summer evenings linger longer and the
days begin to warm, how will you step into the gap this
summer? How will you use your one precious life in
service to those among us who are in need? Would you
be willing to write a letter to a young man imprisoned
for a prison term of fifteen years or more, asked Kellie
Byward, a Public Defender? Would this church be
willing to help just one asylum seeking family make
their way to relatives? Would you be willing to visit
someone in a care facility or volunteer with Refresh
and Renew once a month? Would we be willing to serve
the children in our community who may go hungry this
summer without school lunches?
My experience of Redlands is that there are a
number of amazing charitable organizations willing to
step into the gap. The question is how will we connect
with them and offer, not just our dollars as we do
through our mission and deacon dollars, but with our
time and talents? Is the Spirit of God calling you to
act?
Willing to step into the gap,
Pastor Cheryl

Property and Finance Report
Exciting campus improvements are in the works! If
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
ask a member of the Property and Finance
Committee: Shirley Harry (Moderator), Dick Jones,
Paul Raine, Steve Teele and Pastor Cheryl.
Sanctuary HVAC Upgrade
THE REDLANDS SYMPHONY
2019 SUMMER MUSIC ACADEMY
The Academy will be on our
campus from July 8-19. It is
always a delight to have young
music students on our campus
during the summer. If you know a
young musician between the age 8
to 14 years old, suggest they attend.
You can call the Symphony office at
909.587.5565 to register, or to stay
up-to-date on important
information. Their website
provides more information:
https://
www.redlandssymphony.com/
summer-music-academy.
The Academy provides musical
training to students of all skill
levels, from beginner to virtuoso.
Students at the Summer Music
Academy are grouped by their level
of musical experience, and given
instruction tailored specifically to
them. On the last day, July 19,
family and friends enjoy what the
students have learned through a
special grand finale concert. We are
excited to welcome this academy to
our campus again this July!

Our loan paperwork is underway with the
Presbyterian Investment and Loan Program
(PILP). ThermalCool has begun some preliminary
work, and we also have plumbing work underway
that supports this project. During the work we will
have one Sunday when the sanctuary HVAC system
will not be operational, so we will move to John
Knox Hall for worship if necessary on that
particular Sunday. Stay tuned for the actual date
when the sanctuary will be closed.
Vine Street Project
We are off to a great start and look forward to
seeing this dream come to reality with a beautifully
landscaped area that will benefit not only the
church (picnic time!) but our local community as
well. We already have $65,000 in the bank towards
this project; our goal is to raise $150,000! Look for
a mailer that will be coming your way in June with
an opportunity to be a part of this exciting project.
Together we can make this a reality! The drawings
which outline the scope of the work are available in
the sanctuary.
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Faith Formation – Adult
Education
What is Renew and
Refresh?

An Opportunity to Bless Our Community
Family Services Association of Redlands

Saturday, June 1, 2019
Twenty people from our church will be walking as well as
supporting the Redlands Family Services Hunger Walk on
Saturday, June 1, 2019.
Please pray for all w alker s as th ey w alk or r un the
5K route around the University of Redlands. This Hunger
Walk is organized to raise monies to support the least of
these in our community. Our walkers will be making a
difference for our community on June 1, to God be the
glory.

Joni and Friends, Wheels for the World have sent a reminder that
their Redlands group still collects manual wheelchairs (and
wheelchair parts) for Joni and Friends. Every wheelchair
collected is refurbished before being shipped to those in need,
children and adults, in third world countries.
If you have any donations, please email Tilden at
tildennancy@aol.com, or call her cell, (909) 519-1150. Thank you
for partnering with them to give the gift of mobility throughout
the world.
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On Sunday, June 30, Dr. Vernon
Hoffs will provide an Adult
Educational opportunity. He is
the founder of Refresh and
Renew,
a mobile shower
ministry. The class will be held
in Room One after worship. But,
before you head to the
classroom, be sure to view the
actual mobile shower that will
be hosted on our campus that
morning. For more information,
see the “Alert from the Outreach
Committee” on page 6.

Next Stated Meeting of the
Presbytery of Riverside
Saturday, June 1, 2019 at Beaumont
Presbyterian Church
Registration starts at 9:30 A.M.
Meeting starts at 10:00 A.M.

PW Fund Raiser Tea

Commissioners of the Presbytery will gather
from east and west, and north and south to
attend the Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of
Riverside on Saturday, June 1, 2019. The First
Presbyterian Church of Beaumont will host the
meeting. It is an open meeting, which means
observers are welcomed to experience a
Presbytery meeting first hand.
Please pray for all com m issioner s,
ruling elders and teaching elders, who will
work together to discern God’s leading for the
Presbytery during this time of transition, with
the departure of Rev. Timm High on May 24.

Community Day of
Service

The Presbytery has hired Rev. Tom Rennard
as our part-time Interim Stated Clerk and Rev.
Lee Ireland as our part-time Interim
Presbytery Pastor. Pray for these leaders as
they help us navigate what is next.

Rev. Tom Rennard
Rev. Lee Ireland (right)
9

Session Highlights—May 2019
The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held the regularly scheduled Stated
Session Meeting on Monday, May 20, 2019 and took the following actions at the meeting:


Received the Financial Report for the month ending April 30, 2019:
Total Income:

$33,788.86

Total Expenditures:

$24,477.96

Excess Income/Expenses:
Balance in General Account:

$9,310.90
$50,461.59



Approved the recommendation from the Property & Finance Committee to establish an Ad
-Hoc Committee to explore potential renovations in the sanctuary. Jim Appleton will serve
as chair of this Ad-Hoc Committee.



Approved the $50,000 balance in the General Account at Provident Bank to be available
for the HVAC project, if needed. The funds will be repaid when the loan proceeds are
received from PILP (Presbyterian Church USA Investment Loan Program).

2019 Summer Conference of Presbyterian Women
Chapman University in the City of Orange
Save the Dates July 19-21, 2019
“Love Your Neighbor” is the theme for this year’s Summer Conference. Reverend Eugenia
Gamble, Author of the 2019-20 Horizons Bible Study will be with us as well as Susan Jackson-Dowd,
the Executive Director of Presbyterian Women Inc. Rev. Ann Hayman is the Dean of the conference.
There will be plenary sessions, breakout sessions, worship and the Mercado, a wonderful market with
things to buy and activities to enjoy. More registration information will be available soon!
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PRESBYTERIAN YOUTH SUMMER CAMP
BIG BEAR LAKE
There is nothing quite like a youth camp experience, whether a weekend or more. Getting to
together with other youth to explore faith, while having fun, creates memories and often
deepens faith. I remember many youth camp experiences, all of which contributed to my own
faith formation. The Christian Conference Center in Big Bear Lake, which is Presbyterian, has
youth camp experiences available this summer. Here are the dates:
June 30th – July 6th

July 7th – July 13th

Elementary School Camp

Students entering 4th – 6th grade

The L.E.A.D Program

Students entering 9th – 12th grade

Junior High Camp

Students entering 7th – 8th grade

The L.E.A.D Program

Students entering 9th – 12th grade

The cost is $400 per student and registration forms can be found online:
http://www.bigbearlakechristianconferencecenter.com/summer-camp
Consider sending your student to camp, or if you are a college student, consider being on staff
for two weeks! Risk the adventure of a youth campy experience!

AFFECTED 2019 BIRTHDAY OFFERING
OF PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
In 1922, to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the Women’s Auxiliary
in the Presbyterian Church in the United States, women were asked
to give a penny for every birthday they had had, and the Birthday
Offering was born. (Adjusting for inflation, the 1922 penny would be about a dollar today.)
For over 95 years, the Birthday Offering has been part of Presbyterian women’s history of
giving, and it is now an annual tradition and has funded more than 200 mission projects that
have touched the lives of women and children. While technology and communication have
changed through the years, Presbyterian Women’s commitment to mission has not. The
Birthday Offering donations previously given will fund four missions:


The Disaster Response Team of the Presbytery of Charlotte, Charlotte, North Carolina
received a grant of $100,000. This will expand the ministry to support people affected by
human made or natural disaster. This grant will help provide a warehouse, parking lot,
and security fencing. This new building will hold household goods, food, hygiene and
(Continued on page 12)
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(Continued from page 11)

school kits, clean up buckets. It will also house mobile showers units and disaster
recovery trailers.


Effingham Child Development Center in Effingham, Illinois, receives a grant of
$100,00. It serves children and families of differing abilities and is creating the way for
all children to learn and play together. The grant will improve the playground by
providing a protective play surface and an all-inclusive play equipment.



Presbyterian Homes and Services of Kentucky, Inc. in Phelps, Kentucky, will receive
$119,000. The Good Shepherd and Services of Kentucky care for people who are sick,
poor, lonely or vulnerable due to infirmities of age and poor health. The grant will
provide new wardrobes, bedside cabinets, over-bed tables, nursing beds, mattresses
and life recliners.



Wings of Refuge Restoration Home in Iowa Falls, Iowa, will receive $120,000. The
Home provides a safe and healing space for women victimized by human trafficking.
This grant will fund a larger long-term safe home for more women. The women will
find restoration, identity, community, opportunity and hope, and transition into
independent living.

At our Presbyterian Women Luncheon on Wednesday, June 12, 2019, we will be receiving
and dedicating the 2019 Birthday Offering of Presbyterian Women. Please give as you have
been blessed, generously and led by the Holy Spirit.

These Presbyterian women
attended a tea party, hosted by
the Beaumont Presbyterian
Church, to raise funds for Gayle
Timilione’s USA Mission
Experience in the Fingers Lake
region, New York, in July.
Front Row: Karen Dwight;
Gayle Timilione; Jean Vieten.
Second Row: Pastor Cheryl; Jeri
Rodewald; Joyce Crawford;
Mary Lou Jones; Alice Munde.
Back Row: Marcia Fagan;
Monica Frederick; Luann
Bangsund; Helen Waitz; Grace
Baldwin.
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Children and Youth Corner
News
Flash!

VBS is Coming Soon!
Registration for Vacation Bible School (VBS) and to be an Adult Volunteer, is
now available through the following website: h ttps://tm ab.cokesbur yvbs.com /
RFUMCFPCR . We are partnering once again with the First United Methodist Church of
Redlands. Mark these dates on your calendars: Monday, June 10 through Friday, June 14.
The time is 9:00 A.M. to noon, with paid child care available in the afternoon if needed.
Children aged 4-years-old through promoting 5th graders can participate in the VBS. Older
youth and adults are encouraged to consider helping out. If you have any questions, please
talk with Pastor Cheryl.
Sunday Morning Children’s Worship and Education
Here is the schedule for our nursery, children and youth:
Every Sunday the Nursery is available for our wee ones from 9:30 A.M. to 11:30 A.M. If
you would like childcare at other times for choir or adult education offering, please let
the office know in advance.
Every Sunday of the month there are coloring supplies available from our ushers for
children
Here is what is happening in May:
June 2 –

Children and Youth stay in worship and receive communion.

June 9 –

Children and Youth stay in worship for Pentecost: Promotion,
Graduation and Teacher Recognition and welcome New Members

June 16 – Lauren Jorgensen leads Music for children.
June 23 – Lauren Jorgensen leads Music for children.
June 30 - Lauren Jorgensen leads Music for children.
Sunday Evenings
On June 2, 16, 23, and 30 at 5:30 P.M., m iddle and high sch ool youth gather to
study God’s Word, as lead by Wilson Kayange and our college students. The lessons for June
focus on Psalm 23, Revelation Chapter 21, and Acts Chapter 16. All youth, in middle and high
school are invited to attend.
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First Presbyterian
Church of Redlands
The mission of the First
Presbyterian Church of
Redlands is to grow
spiritually with the
community by sharing
the love of Jesus Christ
with all who seek to
know God through
worship, prayer,
fellowship, and
evangelism.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF REDLANDS
An inclusive Community
of Faith, Living the Heart
and Mind of Christ at the
Heart of the City

Save Postage +
Save Paper =
Save $$
We are pleased to share our newsletter with you and we
welcome your comments!
You may also view this newsletter on our web site. Go to
www.fpcredlands.org and then click on The Messenger
tab at the top of the page.

First Presbyterian
Church of Redlands
100 Cajon Street
P.O. Box 2009
Redlands CA 92373
(909) 793-2839
FPCRedlands@gmail.com
www.FPCRedlands.org
Return Service
Requested

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

