First Presbyterian Church of Redlands

July/August, 2019

The Messenger
The Pastor’s Corner
LET’S GET THE WORD OUT
INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Mornings during the summer are just glorious in my backyard, for I often
start my day in prayer as I listen to the water cascading merrily into our
pond. I sit in silence and just observe the life drawn to this oasis.
When our yard was just grass, the diversity of life drawn to our backyard
was lacking. Sure, I saw and heard birds, but they were in our neighbors’
trees. Rarely did the birds rest for a spell in our backyard. Yet, since the
creation of our pond, abundant life has been drawn into our sanctuary and
the diversity is amazing. Orange dragon flies, humming birds, sunning
lizards, doves, butterflies, bees, herons and finches, all linger.
One morning I wondered, could my observations of this created pond be a
helpful metaphor for the church? Is what we have created together as a
church, drawing the diversity of life into our midst? Is what we have
created together life-giving to those we may have never seen or heard
before? These questions certainly challenged me and I hope they will
challenge all of us to consider who we are as a church this summer.
As we live the heart and mind of Christ, at the heart of the city, are we a
faith community that others are being drawn to? Do we have sustenance to
offer those who come into our midst with their questions and spiritual
hungers? Are we open to the diversity that the Spirit may bring into our
midst? Are we like my backyard pond?
When members of Session met with our twelve potential new members in
June, the Session was moved by the stories of faith we heard from them.
What we are creating together, by the grace of God, is drawing others into
our midst. We were affirmed as a place of welcome, yet our work of
welcoming is not done. Now our work is to fully integrate these new
members into a life of faithfulness among us, that will in turn draw others
into our midst.
(Continued on page 7)
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SESSION MEMBERS
 Moses Bakhsh
 Sue Teele
 Marcia Fagan—Clerk
of Session
 Harry Muaya
 Monica Frederick
 Lori Zak
 Luann Bangsund
 Ann Platz
 Richard Jones
 Al Polchow
 Shirley Harry
 Jim Appleton

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN MONTHLY BOOK CLUB
Grace Baldwin will be hosting and leading
the July meeting’s discussion of Beneath
the Scarlet Sky, by Mark Sullivan. The
meeting starts at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday,
July 11.
The next book in our line-up is The
Eleventh Trade, by Alyssa
Hollingsworth, “A story about living
with fear, being a friend, and finding a
new place to call home.”*
*Goodreads.com
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August 6

Zeresh Justine

August 16

Kiva Leilani Thompson

July 5

Carol K. Appleton

August 17

Helen Waitz

July 6

Aaron Roiballove

August 19

Jeffry Suban

July 6

Aneeb Jacob

August 19

Kristina Hine

July 11

Lisa A. Kane

August 20

Walter N. Smith

July 12

Tessa Mary Frederick

August 21

Lori Zak

July 16

Judith Crowell

August 26

Terry Zeidler

July 21

Linda Mihld

August 28

Wilson Kayange

July 24

Sebastian Noel Purba

August 28

Richard Paul Frederick

July 26

Jeremy Rager

August 31

Furriha Bhatti

July 26

Fred H. Waitz

August 31

Susan Hunter

JULY/AUGUST
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
July 7, 2019

Communion

First Reading
Second Reading
Message

Judges 4:4-10
Jeremiah 1:4-10
Summoned

July 14, 2018
First Reading
Second Reading
Message

Psalm 82:1-8
Luke 10:25-37
Becoming a Neighbor

July 21, 2018
First Reading
Second Reading
Message

Isaiah 25:1-10a
Luke 14:15-24
What Kind of Feast?

July 28, 2018 All Church Worship
Ice Cream Social
First Reading
Second Reading
Message

Sirach 35:1-15
Luke 18:9-14
Pitfalls of Prayer

August 4, 2019

Communion –
Pastor Hart Tan

August 11, 2019

Rev. Ron Duvall

August 18, 2019
First Reading
Second Reading
Message

Psalm 119:97-104
Matthew 13:24-30
Wheat, Weeds or
Both?

August 25, 2019
First Reading
Second Reading
Message

Jeremiah 29:1, 11-14
Luke 18:1-8
In the Meanwhile

Summer
Sunrise
Thursdays at
7:00 A.M.
Our Summer Sunrise
Series continues during the first two weeks of
July. The first week of July we will meet on
WEDNESDAY, July 3rd given the holiday on
July 4th. The final Sunrise for this series will be
held on Thursday, July 11th. The Sunrise Series
is a time to reflect on scripture, while listening
for the stirring of the Spirit in our lives. We will
use Lectio Divina, which is a contemplative way
to encounter God’s word.
The question explored in this process is: “How
is God speaking into one’s life at this particular
time?” The Spirit always surprises participants
in ways that bring fresh insights into our lives.
Come and listen for the Spirit’s stirrings in your
own life.

Staff Whereabouts
By Personnel
Judy Tanner will be on vacation
traveling to Holland, Michigan
from July 22 through July 29.
Please pray for Judy’s time away, as
a time of rest and renewal for her
ministry among us.
During Judy’s time away, Pastor Cheryl will be
in the office during regular office hours; but
please call the office or her cell phone
(714.801.4345) before you drop in, to ensure
that she has not been called away from the
office.
Pastor Cheryl will begin a two-week vacation
Monday, July 29, with family and friends, house
boating on Lake Powell. It is a place of stark
beauty with towering canyon walls and the night
sky is spectacular. Pastor Cheryl will return to
the office Tuesday, August 13. Please pray for
her time away, that it may be a time of rest and
renewal for her ministry among us.
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What’s Happening on
our Campus
Stars of Tomorrow w ill be on
campus with an “Acting Intensive”
on July 1, from noon to 9 P.M. On
August 5 “The Lion Queen”, a
musical, will be staged.
The Redlands Symphony Music
Academy w ill be o n cam pus
from Monday, July 8 through Friday,
July 19.

Regular Gatherings
The Presbytery of Riverside,
which has permanent office space in
the Christian Ed building,
occasionally holds meetings in C-1
and JKH.
The Redlands Camera Club
holds their bi-monthly meetings in
John Knox Hall on the first and third
Mondays of the month from 6:00—
9:00 P.M.
Agape House of Praise m eets
here in C-1, weekly on Saturday
evenings, between 5:00 –9:00 P.M.
Redlands Indonesian Seventh
Day Adventists holds a w or ship
service and fellowship in our hall on
Saturdays, 9:00 A.M.—5:00 P.M.
A chapter of Alcoholics
Anonymous m eets in C- 1, every
Wednesday evening, at 7:00 P.M.
Redlands Thanksgiving Church
meets here in the chapel, 11:30—
1:30 and C-1, 1:30—3:30 P.M., on
Sundays; in C-1, Tuesdays, 10:00—
noon; and in C-1 on Saturdays,
6:30—8:30 A.M.
Young Champions hold s a selfdefense class in JKH, on Wednesday
nights, 5:00—7:00 P.M.
Citizens Church holds a m usic
practice on Thursdays, from 6:30—
8:30 P.M. in JKH.
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CONTEMPLATIVE
CORNER
Reflecting on God’s presence in our lives …
Praying the Psalms—Prayers of Doubt
by Pastor Cheryl
Have you ever doubted God—
wondered if God is listening or
even cares about your problems? I
know there have been times in my
life when, like the psalmists, I
have wondered where God is and
whether God cares.


“God, are you avoiding me?
Where are you when I need
you?” (Psalm 10:1 The
Message)



“You walked off and left us, and never looked back.
God, how could you do that?” (Psalm 74:1 The
Message)

Doubt rises when God’s presence seems to leave us. We
wonder whether or not God will return or be present again
in our lives. I know God’s past action doesn’t always
translate into future action for me all the time. At times, I
have doubted whether or not God will come through,
especially the way I desire. I believe we have all doubted at
one time or another. The good news is that doubt is part of
faith.
Rev. Mark Roberts writes, “Doubting prayers radiate from
some tiny ember of faith, some lingering hope that
someone is there to listen. Sometimes, that is all you need,
because in time, the Spirit of God will blow upon that
ember, causing it to flame up with renewed vigor.”
As you pray the
Psalms this month,
trust that God can
handle your doubts.
Pray like the father
in the story found in
Mark 9:24 as he
cried out to Jesus,
“I believe. Help my
unbelief!”

JULY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT FPC REDLANDS
Monday

1

Tuesday

2

Wednesday 3 Thursday
7:00 a.m.
Sunrise Lectio
Divina

Holiday

4

Office Closed

Friday

5

Church Office
Closed
10:00 a.m.
Knitting
Companions

7 Communion

8

9

10

11

12

10:00 a.m.
English Worship
5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language Worship
5:45 p.m.
Youth Activities

5:30 p.m.
Worship
Committee

5:15 p.m.
Property &
Finance

5:30 p.m.
Outreach

7:00 a.m.
Sunrise Lectio
Divina

Church Office
Closed

14

15

10:00 a.m.
English Worship
5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language Worship
5:45 p.m.
Youth Activities

6:30 p.m.
Session

21

22

10:00 a.m.
All Church
Worship
11:30 a.m.
Ice Cream Social

13

7:00 p.m.
Book Club

10:00 a.m.
English Worship
5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language
Worship
5:45 p.m.
Youth Activities
28

Saturday 6

16

23

17

24

12:00 p.m.
Bridge Club

29

30

18

19

7:00 p.m.
Eve Circle

Church Office
Closed

25

26

20

27

Church Office
Closed

31

Pastor Cheryl’s Vacation—see page 3
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AUGUST CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT FPC REDLANDS
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

Friday

2

7:00 p.m.
Book Club
(tentative)

Church Office
Closed

8

9

Saturday 3

10:00 a.m.
Knitting
Companions

Pastor Cheryl’s Vacation—see page 3
4 Communion

5

6

7

10:00 a.m.
English Worship
5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language Worship

10

Church Office
Closed

Pastor Cheryl’s Vacation—see page 3
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12

10:00 a.m.
English Worship
5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language Worship
5:45 p.m.
Youth Activities

18
10:00 a.m.
English Worship
5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language
Worship
5:45 p.m.
Youth Activities
25
10:00 a.m.
English Worship
5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language
Worship
5:45 p.m.
Youth Activities

13

14

5:15 p.m.
Property &
Finance

19
6:30 p.m.
Session

26

20

21

15

16

9:30 a.m.
Christian Ed
11:00 a.m.
Sarah Circle
7:00 p.m.
Eve Circle

Church Office
Closed

22

23

6:00 p.m.

12:00 p.m.
Bridge Club

24

Church Office
Closed

Indonesian
Language Prayer
Service

27

17

28

29

30

31

Church Office
Closed
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(Continued from page 1)

OUTREACH COMMITTEE
We want to take the opportunity from time to
time to be sure all our members know how
our funds allocated for mission and outreach
are distributed. Here are the latest steps
approved by our Outreach Committee in
June.






Recently we called for volunteers and
funds to assist in the transfer of
immigrants from our southern border to
their relatives in the U.S. Subsequently
this work has been shifted from San
Bernardino to the Catholic Diocese of
Coachella, so instead of providing handson help, $1,650.00 was given by
individual members to purchase
children’s clothing and back packs.
We allocated $730 from our World
Mission budget of $3,930 to support two
female students attending Christian Girls’
High School in Pakistan supported by the
Friends of Presbyterian Education
Board.
We accepted a challenge from one of our
members who is willing to match up to
$2,000.00 in donations from members
for Forman Christian College student
scholarships, by authorizing $1,200.00
from our mission budget, with the hope
that individual members will contribute
the remaining $800.00.

Then, just a thought—While the actions above
illustrate our commitment to service, the most
important outreach work for each of us may
be just taking a moment, maybe even now, to
think about how our mission statement Living the Heart and Mind of Christ at the
Heart of the City – might translate into our
daily walk with Jesus. Thanks for listening.
And… we welcome your suggestions about our
outreach responsibilities.
Jim Appleton, Karen Dwight, Monica
Frederick, Norm Hamada, Lynn Jordan, Jerri
Rodewald, Grace Stewart, Jean Vieten, and
Pastor Cheryl.
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The Pastor’s Corner

When I reflect on the metaphor of
my backyard pond, I know that soon
after its creation the word got out. I
don’t know exactly how, but it did.
Maybe one bird spotted it from a
neighbor’s tree and swooped in to
check it out. Then that bird told
another. Maybe the excitement of their conversation
was overheard by a dragon fly. I certainly don’t know
how the word got out, but it did.
What about us? How might the word get out about
what we are creating, by God’s grace, as a church?
Friends, as we share what God is doing in our lives
and in the life of this church, we get the word out.
This summer let’s get the word out. Let’s share with
others what God is doing among us.
Willing to get the word out,
Pastor Cheryl

Every summer the Redlands Bowl Association
reaches out to community civic organizations and
churches to assist with ushering during the
intermission of their summer concert series. We
have been asked to usher on July 27, 2019.
The program that night is the musical, Singing in the
Rain. Come and enjoy the musical, and during the
intermission, assist with collecting the freewill
donations. Volunteers meet prior to the start of the
program to get their assignments. Our church is
being asked to provide 8 to 10 volunteers. Please let
Pastor Cheryl know if you are willing to bless our
city in this way.

Property and Finance Update

THE REDLANDS
SYMPHONY SUMMER
MUSIC ACADEMY
ARRIVES July 8, 2019
Music is dear to the heart of our city
and music will be in the air on our
campus starting Monday, July 8
through Friday, July 19. Five days a
week there will be music, music, music
and what a delight it will be to listen to
students practice their respective
instruments.
This is the third year the Redlands
Symphony Summer Music Academy
has enjoyed our campus.

Thanks to the capable work of Thermal Cool, our air
conditioning system in the sanctuary is already more
efficient. They have completed the upgrade on the
controls and switched to the least-scaled condenser for
air conditioning until the new condenser coils arrive.
They will complete the total upgrade once the boiler and
condensers are delivered. If you have any questions
about this project, please ask!
The loan for this project has been approved by the
Presbyterian Investment and Loan Program. The
paperwork is in progress. Once the loan is disbursed,
either in July or August, the monthly loan payment will
be approximately $1,000. This will be an addition to our
2019 budget. Your Session will be wise stewards of all
the resources we are given to help us address this budget
addition.
The contractor for the Vine Street Project is finalizing
details and we hope to be underway soon. We have a
solid financial start on the project and will be seeking
additional funds as the project begins. Be on the lookout
for how you can participate in this gift to the city as well
as to our congregation.

Call the Symphony office at
909.587.5565 to stay up-to-date on
important information about the
academy. You can register online with
the Redlands Symphony by going to
the following web address:

https://
www.redlandssymphony.com/
summer-music-academy.
We will announce on Sunday,
July 14, closing concert
information, which will take
place on Friday, July 19.
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Thank you!

News Flash
We Stepped Up to Stop Hunger!
On Saturday, June 1, 2019, we had a total of 20 donors, with 15
walking. We enjoyed the beautiful campus of the University of
Redlands as we walked to stop hunger by raising $500 for
Redlands Family Services Stop Hunger Fund! Thank you to
everyone who walked and/or donated to help make a difference in
our community. We live the heart and mind of Christ, at the heart
of the city, when we participate in addressing community needs.
Thanks be to God.

We received a donation receipt
from Family Service Association of
Redlands in acknowledgement of
our contributions. The following is
from that receipt:
We are most grateful for your gift
to Family Service Association of
Redlands. Thank you.
More specifically, your recent
contribution to the Redlands
Hunger Walk that took place on
June 1st, 2019. The proceeds from
the event help support our meal
program which served almost
13,000 meals last year. It also
supports our food pantry program
that assisted over 300 families
with emergency food assistance in
2018. We appreciate your support
as we strive to address issues of
food insecurity and hunger in the
community.
Thank you for making a
difference.
Kyra Stewart
Executive Director
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Vacation Bible School (VBS) w as
a success! We went to Mars and Beyond as
we learned about God’s provision in our
lives.
A shout out to Shelby Nelson for directing
this years’ VBS and for the Methodist
Church who hosted the VBS. FPC Redlands
had seven elementary students and one
middle school helper participate from our
church. Pastor Cheryl also assisted with
teaching the Bible Story during the week.
Together we are stronger, as there were 52
total students and 26 volunteer helpers!

10

Prayers for Margaret Ndipagbor and Gayle Timilione
Youth Triennium and PW USA Mission Experience
On July 7, in the worship service, we will commission and pray for Margaret Ndipagbor and Gayle
Timilione, as they embark on adventures of a lifetime this summer.
Margaret will be joining about 5,000 other high school-age youth at the Presbyterian Youth Triennium
from July 16 to 20. The Triennium is held on the campus of Purdue University. Margaret is part of the
delegation from the Presbytery of Riverside. We are excited to send Margaret and look forward to
hearing about her experience when she returns. The Triennium theme is “Here’s My Heart.” This is
what our young people are saying to us, to the church, and to the world! And God says it right back to
us, “Here’s my heart!” Let’s pray for Margaret as she travels and experiences the Spirit at work in her
life through this endeavor.
Gayle will be joining a group of Presbyterian women who will travel to the Finger Lakes Region of New
York from July 12-22. The group will explore the rich history that Presbyterian women have in the
women’s and civil rights movements. Highlights of the journey will include a day in Seneca Falls at the
Women’s Convention at the National Women’s Hall of Fame; a visit to the Susan B. Anthony home; and
a visit to the Harriet Tubman House. The USA Mission Experience equips women with an
understanding of the region’s history and culture and the existing ministry of the church there. They
will learn of the challenges faced by women and children living in the area, including migrant workers
and Native Americans.
Let’s pray for Gayle as she travels and experiences the Spirit at work in her life through this mission
experience.

Presbyterian Women’s Summer Conference
Friday, July 19th – Sunday, July 21st
On July 19, Presbyterian Women from the Synod of Southern California
and Hawaii will descend upon Chapman University. The theme this year
is Love Your Neighbor. Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Nordquist is the keynote
speaker who will be presenting on the 2019-2020 Horizon Bible Study
entitled, Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh Look at the Ten Commandments.
In addition to the keynote presentations, there are opportunities for
worship, workshops, fellowship and shopping in El Mercado.
Summer Conference is a great example of our connectional strength as a denomination, for
together we can do far greater things! If you have any questions about summer conference just let the
office or Pastor Cheryl know and they will assist with getting your answers. Pastor Cheryl will be
attending the conference on Thursday evening through Saturday. The registration forms for this
conference are in the office.
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Summer Reading Challenge
The Parables of Jesus
During July and August, we will be
exploring some of the parables Jesus
told. Most of them are found in the
Gospel of Matthew, but this summer we
will be exploring only one from the
Gospel of Matthew and the rest from the
Gospel of Luke. As you read through
these parables ask yourselves these
questions:
What does this parable tell us about the character of God?
What does this parable tell us about living the heart and mind of Christ?
Here is a list of the parables we will explore:


Parable of the Good Samaritan - Luke 10:25-37



Parable of the Great Banquet - Luke 14:16-24



Parable of the Persistent Widow - Luke 18: 1-8



Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector - Luke 18:9-14



Parable of the Weeds - Matthew 13:24-30

Here is list of all the other Parables found in the Gospels:
Sower - Matthew 13:3-8

Traveling Owner of the House - Mark 13:34-37

Mustard Seed - Matthew 13:31-32

New Cloth on an Old Coat - Luke 5:36

Yeast - Matthew 13:33

New Wine in Old Wineskins - Luke 5:37-38

Hidden Treasure - Matthew 13:44

Wise and Foolish Builders - Luke 6:47-49

Pearl - Matthew 13:45-46

Forgiven Debts - Luke 7:36-50

Fishing Net - Matthew 13:47-50

Friend at Midnight - Luke 11:5-10

Unmerciful Servant - Matthew 18:23-35

Rich Fool - Luke 12:16-21

Workers in the Vineyard - Matthew 20:1-16

Unfruitful Fig Tree - Luke 13:6-9

Two Sons - Matthew 21:28-32

Jesus at a Pharisee's House - Luke 14:7-11

Tenants - Matthew 21:33-46

Lost Sheep - Luke 15:3-7

Wedding Banquet - Matthew 22:1-14

Lost Coin - Luke 15:8-10

Wise and Faithful Servants - Matthew 24:45-51

Lost Son - Luke 15:11-32

Ten Virgins - Matthew 25:1-13

Shrewd Manager - Luke 16:1-12

Talents - Matthew 25:14-30

Good Shepherd - John 10: 1-5 and 11-18

Growing Seed - Mark 4:26-29
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Children and Youth Corner

Sunday Morning Children’s Worship and Education
Here is the schedule for our nursery, children and youth:
Every Sunday the Nursery is available for our wee ones from 9:30 A.M. to 11:30 A.M. If you would
like childcare at other times for choir or adult education offering, please let the office know in
advance.
Every Sunday of the month there are coloring supplies available from our ushers for children
Here is what is happening in July and August. The lead teacher for the series on Parables will be
Elke Zak:
July 7

Children and Youth stay in worship and receive communion.

July 14

Parable of Good Samaritan

July 21

Parable of the Feast

July 28

Parable of the Pharisee and the Publican

August 4

Children and Youth stay in worship and receive communion.

August 11

Parable of The Rich Man and Lazarus

August 18

Parable of the Wheat and the Weeds

August 25 Parable of Persistent Widow
Sunday Evenings
On July 7th, 14th, 21st and August 4th, 11th, 18th and 25th at 5:30 P.M., middle and high school youth
gather to study God’s Word, as lead by Wilson Kayange and our college students. The Summer Series is
all about Questions. Bring them and Wilson and our college age students will help you explore answers.
All youth, in middle and high school are invited to attend.
On Sunday July 28th all youth (morning and evening) will have a class together during worship and
then they will participate in helping dish out Ice Cream Sundaes after worship - youth serving the
congregation in a fun way!
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First Presbyterian
Church of Redlands
The mission of the First
Presbyterian Church of
Redlands is to grow
spiritually with the
community by sharing
the love of Jesus Christ
with all who seek to
know God through
worship, prayer,
fellowship, and
evangelism.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF REDLANDS
An inclusive Community
of Faith, Living the Heart
and Mind of Christ at the
Heart of the City

Save Postage +
Save Paper =
Save $$
We are pleased to share our newsletter with you and we
welcome your comments!
You may also view this newsletter on our web site. Go to
www.fpcredlands.org and then click on The Messenger
tab at the top of the page.

First Presbyterian
Church of Redlands
100 Cajon Street
P.O. Box 2009
Redlands CA 92373
(909) 793-2839
FPCRedlands@gmail.com
www.FPCRedlands.org
Return Service
Requested

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

