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The Messenger
The Pastor’s Corner
ENGAGING OUR IMAGINATIONS
INSIDE THIS ISSUE

In the Gospel of Luke one of the disciples says to Jesus, “Lord, teach
us how to pray.” What follows is a version of what we know as The Lord’s
Prayer. This Gospel of Luke’s version is not exactly the same as what Jesus
offers up on his own accord as part of the Sermon on the Mount in the
Gospel of Matthew. The Matthew version is much more similar to the words
we actually pray every Sunday.
When was the last time you actually thought about the words and
phrases prayed as we worship each Sunday? Do the words you learned as a
youngster just roll off your tongue; or did you first learn the prayer as adult?
Do you use ‘thy’ instead of ‘your’? Are you able to vary the words at all, such
as saying, “Holy One,” instead of “our Father?” What about praying “forgive
us our sins or transgressions” instead of “debts”? When is the last time you
had an aha moment when praying this prayer?
Starting on September 8th, we will be starting a Sermon Series
entitled, “Teach Us How to Pray.” Through worship will we will explore each
phrase of The Lord’s Prayer over seven weeks. We will also experiment
through music, as well as through words, as we explore different
translations of the prayer to shake it loose and revive its power for our lives.
I would challenge all of us to consider rewriting The Lord’s Prayer
in our own words for our own context. To engage our creative imaginations
I offer this version by Eugene Peterson:
Our Father in heaven, (Not too creative yet…)
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SESSION MEMBERS
 Moses Bakhsh
 Sue Teele
 Marcia Fagan—Clerk
of Session
 Harry Muaya

Reveal who you are.

 Monica Frederick

Set the world right;

 Lori Zak

Do what’s best—as above, so below.

 Luann Bangsund

Keep us alive with three square meals.
Keep us forgiven with you and forgiving others.

 Ann Platz

Keep us safe from ourselves and the Devil.

 Richard Jones

You’re in charge!

 Al Polchow

You can do anything you want!

 Shirley Harry

You’re ablaze in beauty! Yes. Yes. Yes.

 Jim Appleton
(Continued on page 6)

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN MONTHLY BOOK CLUB
The FPC Book Club will take a break in
September, reconvening on the third of October
to discuss The Pioneers: The Heroic Story of the
Settlers Who Brought the American Ideal West,
by David McCullough.
The group meets on the first Thursday of each
month at 7:00 P.M. Members take turns hosting
the meeting in their homes. About twice a year,
everyone recommends books
they think the group would like.
Books selected for November
and December are:
How To Be Good
by Nick Hornby
Norwegian by Night
by Derek Miller

September 1

Susan Glascom

September 13

Tehseen Suhail

September 14

Tom Stewart

September 15

Hameed Barkat

September 16

Mahtab Bhatti

September 18

Monica M. Frederick

September 19

Mary Lou Jones

September 1

Dick Jones

September 6

Hina Barkat

September 7

Gabriella Sihombing

September 8

Izar Martinez

September 21

Kasim Barus

September 10

Jerri Rodewald

September 20

Patti Robertson

September 12

Dominic Darren
Lincoln Sugito
Kasim Barus

September 23

Diane Glascom

September 26

Hart J. Tan

September 12
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Perveen Mall

September 13

SEPTEMBER
WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Staff Whereabouts
By Personnel

September 1, 2019
Communion
Rev. Steve Shullanberger
First Reading

Romans 8:6-11

Second Reading

Matthew 11:28-30

The Message

Smooth Out Your Day

September 8, 2019
All Church Worship at 10:00 A.M.
First Reading

Psalm 5:1-7

Second Reading

Matthew 6:5-8

The Message

When You Pray

September 15, 2019 Rev. Ron Duvall
First Reading

Job 38:1-18

Second Reading

Matthew 9:6-13

The Message

The Audacity of Prayer

September 22, 2019
First Reading

Psalm 145:1-3, 10-13

Second Reading

Matthew 6:9-13

The Message

Who Reigns?

September 29, 2019
First Reading

Exodus 16:4-5, 12-17

Second Reading

Matthew 6:9-13

The Message

Give Us

Pastor Cheryl will be at Zephyr Point
Presbyterian
Conference
Center
from
Wednesday, September 11th through Sunday,
September 15th. She will be providing pastoral
education for the Pacific Region Administrative
Personnel Association (APA).
The Mission of APA is to offer opportunities for
professional development and personal growth
for those called by God to serve as support staff
of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).
This will be Pastor Cheryl’s seventh year as their
pastoral educator! She will be teaching the
following courses: Church History Part A and B,
Spiritual Formation: Scripture as Prayer, and
Dealing with Difficult People. Other classes
offered include Introduction to the Directory for
Worship, Polity II, and Office Administration.
Please pray for Pastor Cheryl and the church
support staff that will attend the APA
Conference.
Pastor Ron Duvall and Pastor Hart Tan will be
available for pastoral emergencies while Pastor
Cheryl is at Zephyr Point.
Judy, our church secretary, will be out of the
office September 23 through 26, enjoying the
great outdoors in the Eastern Sierra Nevada
mountains. This means that you will need to
submit your contributions to the
newsletter by the middle of the month for
inclusion in the October edition of The
Messenger.
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What’s Happening on
our Campus
There will be a private Indonesian
Cultural Show, in JKH, on Saturday, the
7th, from 5:00—11:00 P.M.
The Kapoor family has reserved use of
JKH for a birthday celebration, on
Friday, the 27th, at 7:00 P.M.

Regular Gatherings
New to our campus this month is the
Town & Country African Violet Club,
meeting in Classroom 1 on the first
Monday of the month from 10:30 A.M.
until 1:30 P.M.
The Presbytery of Riverside, w h ich
has permanent office space in the
Christian Ed building, occasionally holds
meetings in C-1 and JKH.
The Redlands Camera Club holds
their bi-monthly meetings in John Knox
Hall on the first and third Mondays of
the month from 6:00—9:00 P.M.
Agape House of Praise m eets her e
in C-1, weekly on Saturday evenings,
between 5:00 –9:00 P.M.
Redlands Indonesian Seventh Day
Adventists holds a w o r ship ser vice
and fellowship in our hall on Saturdays,
9:00 A.M.—5:00 P.M.
A chapter of Alcoholics
Anonymous m eets in C- 1, every
Wednesday evening, at 7:00 P.M.
Redlands Thanksgiving Church
meets here in the sanctuary and C-1,
1:30—3:30 P.M., on Sundays; in C-1,
Tuesdays, 10:00—noon; and in C-1 on
Saturdays, 6:30—8:30 A.M.
Young Champions hold s a selfdefense class in JKH, on Wednesday
nights, 5:00—7:00 P.M.
Citizens Church holds a m usic
practice on Thursdays, from 6:30—8:30
P.M. in JKH, or on Tuesday when they
hold a worship service in the hall, and
youth activities in Classroom 2, on the
first Thursday of the month, from 5:00—
9:00 P.M.
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CONTEMPLATIVE
CORNER
Reflecting on God’s presence in our lives
Praying the Psalms
Prayers of Confession
by Pastor Cheryl
I remember a very powerful
experience of confession. It
was led by children who had
learned about preparing to
come to the Lord’s Table to
receive communion.
A
paraphrase of scripture says,
“Examine your motives, test
your heart, and come to the
Lord’s Table in holy awe.”
The children were asked to lead the way by confessing
something for which they were sorry, as a way of
setting things right between themselves and God. As I
watched and listened to the children, my heart was
deeply moved, and I knew that I too had things to
confess before I could come to the table.
Confession is not easy. It is not easy to admit that we
are wrong. It is not easy to admit that we have
disappointed others and God. Yet, God’s sheer holiness
illuminates our sin. As Apostle Paul said, “All have
fallen short of the glory of God,” so all of us have need
to come before God, confessing our sin.
King David wrote, “For I know my transgressions, and
my sin is ever before me… You [God] desire truth in the
inward being… blot out all my iniquities.” He also
wrote, “While I kept silence, my body wasted away
through my groaning all day long… Then I
acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not hide my
iniquity… and you forgave the guilt of my sin.”
Confession releases what holds us captive. Confession
makes a way to restore a right relationship with God.
I invite you to spend time praying through Psalms 32
and 51 this month, asking the Spirit to guide your own
personal confessions, specifically and honestly. Then
as David prays in Psalm 32, “Be glad in the Lord and
rejoice.” Receive God’s mercy and shout for joy!

SEPTEMBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT FPC REDLANDS
Sunday
1
Communion

Monday

2

Tuesday

3

Wednesday 4 Thursday 5

9

10:00 a.m.
All Church
Worship
Kickoff Sunday
Potluck Fellowship

10

16

10:00 a.m.
English Worship
11:00 a.m.
Adult Formation

6:30 p.m.
Session

17

Saturday 7

Church Office
Closed

12

13

7:00 a.m.
Sunrise Lectio
Divina

Church Office
Closed

18

19

20

5:30 p.m.
Outreach

7:00 a.m.
Sunrise Lectio
Divina

Church Office
Closed

25

26

27

28

7:00 a.m.
Sunrise Lectio
Divina

Church Office
Closed

11:00 a.m.
Presbyterian
Women
All Circles
Luncheon

11

5:15 p.m.
Property &
Finance

15

6

7:00 a.m.
Sunrise Lectio
Divina
10:00 a.m.
Deacons

10:00 a.m.
English Worship
5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language Worship
8

Friday

10:00 a.m.
Knitting
Companions

14

21

5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language Worship
5:45 p.m.
Youth Activities
22

23

10:00 a.m.
English Worship
11:00 a.m.
Adult Formation
5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language
Worship
5:45 p.m.
Youth Activities
29

24
12:00 p.m.
Bridge Club

30

10:00 a.m.
English Worship
11:00 a.m.
Adult Formation
5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language
Worship
5:45 p.m.
Youth Activities
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(Continued from page 1)

The Pastor’s Corner

How would you rewrite even the
first line given your understanding
of who God is? Would you begin by
praying, “Mystery beyond all
mysteries,” or “Our Holy Parent,” or
what was prayed at what is known as
the Beyonce Mass, “Our Mother,
who is in heaven and within us. We
call upon your names”? Remember,
the names of God in the Bible are
extensive and varied, with many describing the
character of God. As we have sung, “May the church
at prayer recall, that no single holy name, but the
truth behind them all is the God whom we
proclaim.”

Fall Sunrise Series Starts
September 5th! Thursdays
at 7:00 A.M.
Sunrise is an opportunity to listen
for the stirrings of God in the midst of our
lives through scripture. You are invited to
gather in the narthex of the sanctuary at
7:00 A.M. on Thursday mornings from
September 5 through October 10 .
th

th

As we gather we will participate in
the spiritual practice called Lectio Divina,
which simply translated means divine
reading. This is a contemplative way to
enter the biblical text, to be known rather
than to know, by answering the question,
“How is God speaking into my life at this
particular time?”
As the psalmist reminds us in the
chaos of our world and daily lives, “Be
still and know that I am God.” Sunrise is
an opportunity to be still enough to hear
God speak into our lives.
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I look forward to this opportunity to explore
the prayer Jesus taught us to pray. I trust that each
of us will experience a greater depth of
understanding of this prayer such that our
communal and individual prayers are enlivened.
God is in charge and ablaze in beauty! Yes. Yes. Yes.
Willing to engage,
Pastor Cheryl

Circles of Prayer
Giving Thanks
On Sunday, October 6th, at our 4:00 P.M. All Church
Worship Service, we will give thanks for our Circles
of Prayer, convened in October of 2018.
As we officially conclude these first Circles of
Prayer, know that you are invited to consider
creating a Circle of Prayer with others as we move
forward. If your particular Circle of Prayer would like
to continue, please do so, for as Martin Luther once
said, “To be Christian without prayer is no more
possible than to be alive without breathing.” If you
would like to start a Circle of Prayer, but would like
some help, please talk with Pastor Cheryl. Praying in
community with and for each other is powerful, and I
hope that prayer will become ever more embedded in
our DNA as a congregation.

All Circles Bible Study

Presbyterian
Women

What has now become a tradition, all the Bible Study
Circles will meet to study Lesson 1 in the 2019-2020 PW/
Horizons Bible Study Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh Look
at the Ten Commandments written by Eugenia Anne
Gamble. The lesson will be led by Pastor Cheryl Raine.

Fall Luncheon
Saturday, October 12, 2019
11:30 a.m.—2:00 P.M.
in the Narthex
Speaker:
Gayle Timilione
PWS Synod Representative USA
Mission Experience
to Seneca, New York
PW Thank Offering will be received
and dedicated.
Lunch - $10.00 donation
R.S.V.P. to Karen Dwight
909-213-3180
by October 9, 2019
Wenonah Circle, Sarah Circle, and Eve Circle will meet
altogether on Saturday, September 28, 2019 at 11:30
A.M. in classroom 1. Bring your own lunch in a bag.
Coffee, tea and cookies will be served.
The Bible Study books are available. The cost is $10.00.
Contact Karen Dwight 909 213-3180 if you need one.
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Property and Finance Update
Vine Street Project


A brochure and letter was sent to members and
friends of the congregation the week of August
5th. If you did not receive one, please let the
office know. We may need to update your contact
information.



As of August 26, 2019, we have received
donations and commitments totaling $90,070!
This means we have $60,000 to go to reach our
goal of $150,000, to fund all of the elements of
the new Vine Street Park for our church and out
community.



The rough grading and trenching will begin in September. Let the excitement build as the
transformation begins!

Sanctuary HVAC Project


Loan proceeds have been received and are in the bank, with the first payment due on September 25,
2019. The payment will be approximately $1,000. We are waiting for the first statement.



You might have noticed a bit of construction dust in the hallway of the sanctuary. That signifies
progress! Thermal Cool continues to work on upgrades in our system controls and in the various
system components as they arrive.

Presbytery Office Project


The Presbytery Office will soon be air conditioned and heated by a separate system to be installed by
Thermal-Cool. The cost of the system will be shared by the Presbytery and the church. The current
method of using the existing ducts from the John Knox Hall system is not efficient or cost effective.

Sanctuary Ad Hoc Committee


The committee, led by Jim Appleton, interviewed two different architectural firms concerning this
project. The committee will announce the firm selected and a time line once a contract is signed.



The Session has approved up to $25,000 to be spent for Architectural Firm fees. The Architectural
Firm will develop the redesign and the estimated costs of improvements. The redesign work will be
an iterative process consistent with the original sanctuary architecture and will involve the church as
well as community groups interested in the project. The goal of the project is to help us more
effectively engage the music and arts community, while enhancing the accessibility and flexibility of
our worship space.
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The Believe Walk
Let’s Impact Our Community with Hope!
Sunday, October 6, 2019
Registration Deadline September 25th is Fast Approaching

World Communion Sunday is October 6, 2019, and so is the Believe Walk. Our All
Church Worship Service for World Communion Sunday will be at 4:00 P.M. on this day, so
that as a church we can fully participate and support the Believe Walk. Together, we have
formed Team Presbyterian for the third year, inviting Community Presbyterian Church, 1 st
Presbyterian Church San Bernardino as well as the whole Presbytery to join us.
We need walkers, so if you plan to walk please let Pastor Cheryl or Judy Tanner
know, as the office will handle the online registration. Registration costs $35 a walker over
the age of 13, and $10 for walkers between the ages of 3 and 12. Scholarships may be
available to assist with registration fees if needed. Donations through Team Presbyterian
can be made through the church or directly on line. If you have any questions about the
2019 Believe Walk, please ask Pastor Cheryl.
“The purpose of the Stater Bros. Charities and Inland Women Fighting Cancer
Believe Walk is to raise critical funds that support cancer-fighting organizations in this
region. Through the generosity of sponsors and donors, the Believe Walk will directly
impact lives, by providing funds to improve cancer care and support services for cancer
patients and their families in the Inland Empire communities of Southern California.”
What a privilege it is to serve our community in this way! Let’s be Team
Presbyterian for the glory of God!
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Session Highlights—August 2019
The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held the regularly scheduled Stated Session
Meeting on Monday, August 19, 2019 and took the following actions at the meeting:


Received the Financial Report for the month ending July 31, 2019:
Total Income:

$37,433.66

Total Expenditures:

$23,534.72

Excess Income/Expenses:
Balance in General Account:

$13,898.94
$163,091.86

(this balance includes the grant from the Presbytery for the HVAC equipment and
donations for the Vine Street lot)


Approved the Personnel Committee recommendation to allow the combined total salary of the
Director of Music and the Church Musician positions to be up to $35,000, with $10,000 per year for
two years (through 2021) coming out of the Anderson fund as needed.



Approved the Personnel Committee recommendation to approve three (3) study leave dates for
Pastor Cheryl (September 30th through October 2nd).



Approved the Personnel Committee recommendation to approve six (6) vacation days for Pastor
Cheryl (December 26 through December 31, 2019).



Approved the Property & Finance Committee recommendation to authorize the expenditure of up to
$25,000 to hire an architect/consultant to work with the Sanctuary Renovation Ad Hoc Committee,
with the funding to come from the interest earned on the Anderson Fund.



Approved the Property & Finance Committee recommendation to approve the installation of the
Samsung Smart Whisper Wi-Fi Wall Mount and the Samsung Heat Pump Smart Whisper for the
Presbytery Office, at a cost of $5,210, conditional on the approval of a 50% reimbursement from the
Presbytery.
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Adult Formation – Sunday
at 11:00 A.M.

Continuing the
Conversation on the
Lord’s Prayer

After the 10:00 A.M. worship service on six Sundays, three in September and three in
October, we will further explore specific phrases of the Lord’s Prayer in Class Room One
using a Kerygma Study Guide. Pastor Cheryl and Pastor Ron will facilitate our sessions, as
outlined below:

Sunday, September 15

Hallowed Be Your Name

Pastor Ron

Sunday, September 22

Your Kingdom Come

Pastor Cheryl

Sunday, September 29

Your Will Be Done

Pastor Cheryl

Sunday, October 13

Our Daily Bread

Pastor Cheryl

Sunday, October 20

Forgive Our Debts

Pastor Cheryl

Sunday, October 27

Time of Trial

Pastor Cheryl

Fifteen copies of Lord, Teach Us to Pray study guides for the class, are available in the office.

As we explore this well-known prayer, may we continue to deeply nurture our relationship
with the living God to whom we pray.
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Children and Youth Corner

Sunday Children’s Worship and Education
Sunday Mornings
Every Sunday the Nursery is available for our wee ones from 9:30 A.M. to 11:30 A.M. If you would
like childcare at other times for choir or adult education offering, please let the office know in
advance.
Every Sunday of the month there are coloring supplies available from our ushers for children
Here is what is happening in September:
September 1st – Children and Youth stay in worship and receive communion.
September 8th – Children and Youth stay in worship for kick-off Sunday. Children and
Youth are doing many parts of the service.
September 15th – Gayle Timilione and Sereena Shahid teaching
September 22nd – Christine Evans and Rochelle Rager teaching
September 29th – Stars of Tomorrow Children’s Theater Group

Sunday Evenings
On September 15th, 22nd and 29th at 5:30 P.M., middle and high school youth gather to study God’s
Word, as lead by Wilson Kayange and our college students. All youth, in middle and high school are
invited to attend.
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A MESSAGE FROM
YOUR BOARD OF DEACONS
by Gayle Timilione

Blessings to all of our church members! It’s amazing how fast the
summer went by; here it’s already September, the school year has
begun and Sunday school and fall church activities are now being
planned.

There are still many opportunities available to help
with fellowship set-up. W e need volunteer s to
make coffee and set out the accoutrements. We also
need people to bring and set-up refreshments—
cookies, muffins, crackers, cheese, fruit, or whatever
you like.
We have recently organized and stocked the new
pantry which makes setting up a simple matter.
Look for the sign-up schedule next to the coffee
center. Sign up now to get your pick of available
dates.

Refresh and Renew, the new
organization that supplies clothes and
showers for the homeless, always needs
CLEAN, gently used men’s jeans, shorts,
long pants, tee-shirts, casual shirts, belts,
and shoes. They can also use women’s
clothes. You can bring them to the church
office (the office is open Monday,
Tuesday, and Thursday from 10:00 A.M.
—3:30 P.m. and on Wednesdays between
9:00 A.M. and 1:00 P.M.) and Deborah
Smith and Gayle Timilione will make sure
they get to the appropriate places.
Thank you for your continued support of
all the Deacon programs!
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First Presbyterian
Church of Redlands
Living the heart & mind
of Christ at the Heart of
the city
The mission of the First
Presbyterian Church of
Redlands is to grow
spiritually with the
community by sharing
the love of Jesus Christ
with all who seek to
know God through
worship, prayer,
fellowship, and
evangelism.

First Presbyterian
Church of Redlands
100 Cajon Street
P.O. Box 2009
Redlands CA 92373
(909) 793-2839
FPCRedlands@gmail.com
www.FPCRedlands.org
Return Service
Requested

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF REDLANDS
An inclusive Community
of Faith, Living the Heart
and Mind of Christ at the
Heart of the City

Save Postage +
Save Paper =
Save $$
We are pleased to share our newsletter with you and we
welcome your comments!
You may also view this newsletter on our web site. Go to
www.fpcredlands.org and then click on The Messenger
tab at the top of the page.

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

