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The Messenger 

 

We have all heard the adage “time flies”,  but something about the turning 

of the calendar to fall seems to speed time up. As a pastor, I know my heart 

tends to beat a little faster once October rolls around, so I am thankful for a 

spiritual practice I was introduced to years ago that simply reminds me to 

breathe. That is, to breathe deeply and to be intentionally aware of my 

breath.  

 

The miracle of our body breathes for us when we are not paying attention or 

when we are resting. Yet, research shows that during our waking hours as 

our anxieties rise our breathing becomes shallow. The full capacity of our 

lungs is not used. So, unless we are intentional and aware of our breathing, 

it will remain shallow. 

 

Stop reading now and be intentional with your breath. Take a slow deep 

breath. Breathe in the breath of life and breathe out any anxieties you may 

have. Breathe deeply and exhale slowly. Notice the physical changes in your 

body. I just did this myself and the pressure of meeting deadlines was eased. 

I feel more connected with the true source of life, the mystery I call God. 

Breathing with intention is a simple spiritual practice I use throughout each 

day. What about you? 

 

What spiritual practices help you to reconnect with the holy throughout the 

day? Deep breathing? Noticing a flock of birds, an unexpected blossom or a 

beautiful sunset? A time of intentional silence or gathering together with 

friends? What helps you connect with the holy?   

 

As most of you know, the natural world is a conduit of connection for me. 

While I was in Tahoe, I spent an hour or so each day being present to the 

beauty of Lake Tahoe, as I sat perched on a rock near the water’s edge. It 

was amazing how much I noticed when I slowed down: a chipmunk 

(Continued on page 6) 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN MONTHLY BOOK CLUB 

On  the third of October, at 7:00 P.M. 

Dick and Mary Lou Jones will host the 

discussion of The Pioneers: The Heroic 

Story of the Settlers Who Brought the 

American Ideal West, by David 

McCullough. Peggy Cavaghan has 

volunteered to lead the 

conversation. 

The book selected for 

November is How To 

Be Good by Nick 

Hornby. Ron Duvall  

agreed to both host  

and lead the November 

meeting. 
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October 2 Connie Robison 

October 2 Luann Bangsund 

October 6 Samina Roiballove 

October 6 Deborah Smith 

October 9 Emily Evans 

October 10 Nasreen Barkat 

October 11 Paul Raine 

October 12 Lorraine Jorgenson 

October 14 Tom Stewart 

October 18 Ivan S. Tan 

October 18 John Plassemeyer  

October 20 Marcia Fagan 

October 25 Meta P. Tan 

October 25 Jean Vieten 

October 26 Helmi Merkley 

October 28 Kathleen Wilmot 

October 29 Peggy Cavaghan 



 

October 6, 2019            4:00 P.M. 

All Church  World Communion  

First Reading  Nehemiah 1:4-7 

Second Reading  Matthew 6:9-15 

The Message   Forgive Us 

 

October 13, 2019 10:00 A.M.   

First Reading   1 Samuel 12:19-24 

Second Reading  Matthew 6:9-13 

The Message   Deliver Us 

   

October 20, 2019   10:00 A.M. 

First Reading   1 Chronicles 29:10-13 

Second Reading  Matthew 6:9-15 

The Message   A Final Word: Amen! 

 

October 27, 2019 

Melodrama by Stars of Tomorrow with 

our Children 

First Reading   Psalm 146:1-10 Second 

Reading   1 Kings 17:8-24  

The Message   Whom Do We Trust? 
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OCTOBER 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunrise Continues in October! 

Thursdays at 7:00 A.M. 

 

There are two more opportunities to participate 

in Sunrise Lectio Divina, which simply 

translated means divine reading, this October. 

Come and participate on Thursday, October 3rd 

and October 10th. Sunrise takes place in the 

narthex of the sanctuary from 7:00  to 7:45 A.M. 

This is a contemplative way to enter the biblical 

text.  Sunrise is an opportunity for participants 

to listen for the intersection of the biblical text 

with their lives. Answering the question of how 

is God speaking into one’s life at this particular 

time is the work of Lectio Divina. As the 

psalmist reminds us in the chaos of our world 

and daily lives, “Be still and know that I am 

God.” Sunrise is an opportunity to be still 

enough to hear God speak into our lives.   

 
Staff Whereabouts 

By Personnel 
 
 

Pastor Cheryl and Pastor Hart will be attending 
the Presbytery of Riverside’s Clergy Retreat 
from Monday afternoon, October 28th through 
noon on Wednesday, October 30th.  Please pray 
for Riverside Presbytery pastors as they gather 
at Luther Glen in Oak Glen for a time of rest, 
renewal and building relationships. 

Judy will be out of the office on Monday, 
October 14, but the office will be staffed. 



 

In our instant fast-food 

and light speed internet 

culture, waiting for 

anything drives us crazy. 

Waiting is frustrating and 

irritating. We want what 

we want now!  And the 

Internet helps us achieve 

our desires, purchasing 

just about anything in nanoseconds or one-click!  We 

can access our financial accounts, catch up on the latest 

news and research information instantly 24-hours a 

day, 7-days a week. Waiting? Certainly not!  

  

Yet, the psalmists often views waiting as a sign of hope, 

as a sign of our trust in God’s faithfulness. “For God 

alone my soul waits in silence, for my hope is from 

God.” (Ps. 62.5) “Wait for the Lord, be strong, and let 

your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!” (Ps. 27:14) 

“For you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all 

day long.” (Ps. 25:5) The psalmists also recognize that 

waiting at times is painful and difficult, “I am weary 

with my crying; my throat is parched.  My eyes grow 

dim waiting for my God.” (Ps. 69:3)  

  

When you wait on the Lord, do your words sound like 

Psalms 25, 37 or 59?  Are you in need of patience or 

looking for guidance? Are you hoping for something 

unseen or seeking deliverance from an enemy?  As you 

pray these Psalms this month, may you find hope in the 

Lord.  

CONTEMPLATIVE  
CORNER  

Reflecting on God’s presence in our lives 
Praying the Psalms 

Praying the Psalms—Prayers of Waiting 
 by Pastor Cheryl 
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What’s Happening on 
our Campus 

 

Thrive Single Moms will hold a class in 
the upstairs youth room (#5) and office, 
on Sunday, October 27, from 1:30—5:00 
P.M. 

 
 

Regular Gatherings 
 

The Town & Country African Violet 
Club, meets in Classroom 1 on the first 
Monday of the month from 10:30 A.M. 
until 1:30 P.M. 

The Presbytery of Riverside, w hich 
has permanent office space  in the 
Christian Ed building, occasionally holds 
meetings in C-1 and JKH. 

The Redlands Camera Club holds 
their bi-monthly meetings in John Knox 
Hall on the first and third Mondays of 
the month from 6:00—9:00 P.M.  

Agape House of Praise m eets here 
in C-1,  weekly on Saturday evenings, 
between 5:00 –9:00 P.M. 

Redlands Indonesian Seventh Day 
Adventists holds a w orship service 
and fellowship in our hall on Saturdays, 
9:00 A.M.—5:00 P.M. 

A chapter of Alcoholics 
Anonymous m eets in C- 1, every 
Wednesday evening, at 7:00 P.M. 

Redlands Thanksgiving Church 
meets here in the sanctuary and  C-1, 
1:30—3:30 P.M., on Sundays; in C-1,  
Tuesdays, 10:00—noon;   and in C-1 on 
Saturdays,  6:30—8:30 A.M. 

Young Champions holds a self-
defense class in JKH, on Wednesday 
nights, 5:00—7:00 P.M. 

Citizens Church holds a m usic 
practice on Thursdays, from 6:30—8:30 
P.M. in JKH, or on Tuesday when they 
hold a worship service in the hall, and 
youth activities in Classroom 2, on the 
first Thursday of the month, from 5:00—
9:00 P.M. 



  

OCTOBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT FPC REDLANDS 

Sunday              

 

 

 

  Monday      

 

Tuesday          1    

 

 

 Wednesday  2 

  

  

 

 

Thursday    3 

7:00 a.m. 

Sunrise Lectio 

Divina 

10:00 a.m.  

Deacons 

7:00 p.m. 

Book Club 

 Friday       4      

Church Office      

Closed 

10:00 a.m.  

Knitting  

Companions 

 Saturday   5 

 

6 Communion 

4:00 p.m. 

All Church  

Worship 

Potluck Fellowship 

 

7 

 

  

8 

 5:15 p.m. 

Property &  

Finance 

  

9 

 

 

10 

 7:00 a.m. 

Sunrise Lectio 

Divina 

7:00 p.m. 

Personnel  

11 

Church Office      

Closed 

  

12 

11:00 a.m. 

PW All Circle 

Bible Study 

Luncheon 
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 10:00 a.m. 

English Worship 

11:00 a.m. 

Adult Formation 

5:00 p.m. 

Indonesian  

Language Worship 

5:45 p.m. 

Youth Activities  

14 

 

15 

  

  

16 

1:30 p.m. 

Wenonah Circle 

5:30 p.m. 

Outreach 

 

17 

9:30 a.m. 

Christian Ed. 

11:00 a.m. 

Sarah Circle 

7:00 p.m. 

Eve Circle 

18 

Church Office      

Closed 

  

19 

 

  

20 

10:00 a.m. 

English Worship 

11:00 a.m. 

Adult Formation 

5:00 p.m. 

Indonesian  

Language  

Worship 

5:45 p.m. 

Youth Activities  

21 

  

6:30 p.m. 

Session 

  

  

 

22 

12:00 p.m. 

Bridge Club 

23 

   

24 

 

25 

Church Office      

Closed 

  

26 

 

27 

 

10:00 a.m. 

English Worship 

11:00 a.m. 

Adult Formation 

5:00 p.m. 

Indonesian  

Language  

Worship 

5:45 p.m. 

Youth Activities  

 

28 

 

  29 

  

 30 31  
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 Seeking Nominations 

For Such a Time as This… 

Are You Called to be an Elder or 
Deacon? 

 

The Nominating Committee will begin their work in 

October, seeking candidates to serve as elders and 

deacons. Twelve elders and our pastors comprise 

the Session, which “exercise leadership, 

government, spiritual discernment and discipline, 

and have responsibility for the life of a 

congregation.” Nine deacons and our pastors 

comprise the Deacons, which is a ministry of 

“compassion, witness, and service, sharing in the 

redeeming love of Jesus Christ” for those in need 

within our congregation and in our local 

community. Both callings nurture and serve the 

health and wholeness of our faith community.   

Al Polchow is the Moderator of the Nominating 

Committee. Other members include Mahtab Bhatti, 

Mark Evans, Lynn Jordan, Lina Tan and Sue Teele. 

Pastor Cheryl is an ex-officio member, which means 

without vote. 

As you discern whether or not to submit your name 

for consideration, know that active engagement in 

the respective board is expected. Each Board meets 

monthly and has necessary work outside of these 

monthly meetings. All deacons will have 

opportunities to take the lead in some aspect of the 

Deacons’ work: organizing fellowship volunteers, 

preparing communion elements, liaisons with 

community organizations, and visitation.   

Elders will have the opportunity to be engaged in 

the work of the session: Christian Education, 

Outreach, Personnel, Property and Finance, or 

Worship.  

This sacred work is a labor of love for our faith 

community, which is “made one in Christ by the 

power of the Spirit, as a visible sign of the new 

humanity.” Being the church is an exciting 

adventure as we seek God’s wisdom and trust in the 

power of the Spirit at work within us to do mighty 

things!   
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scurrying over the rocks; a 

very large school of very 

small fish; ducks diving 

for sustenance; the cackle 

of Blue Jays; a black lizard 

sunning itself on the rocks 

(which definitely caught 

my eye because I had 

never seen a black lizard); 

the whisper of a gentle breeze through the pine 

needles.   

 

What helps you notice not only the beauty of 

the natural world, but also the beauty of those 

you encounter on a daily basis? A spiritual 

practice of mine is to intentionally engage 

people by name, especially those who serve 

me. At the grocery store I thank the checker 

and the bagger by name, like Angelina and 

Roberto. When I go out to eat I make it habit 

to engage the servers in conversation, like Ian 

and Savannah. What helps you see the beauty 

in everyone? 

 

Apostle Paul reminds us, saying, “From now 

on, therefore, we regard no one from a human 

point of view.” We are to see others through 

God’s eyes. We are to see the Christ in the 

other, even when it is disguised. Yet, unless we 

have spiritual practices in our daily routines 

that help us to slow down and reconnect with 

the beauty of God’s whole creation, I doubt 

whether we will be able to see the beauty in 

everyone and everything.  

 

As fall takes hold and the evenings cool, 

punctuate your days with intentional spiritual 

practices that help you reconnect with the 

Holy One who created the heavens and earth.  

 

Taking a deep breath, 

Pastor Cheryl 

(Continued from page 1) The Pastor’s Corner 



 

Presbyterian 

Women  

  

Fall Luncheon 
  

Saturday, October 12, 2019  

11:30 a.m.—2:00 P.M.  

in the Narthex 
  

Speaker: 

  

Gayle Timilione 

PWS Synod Representative USA 

Mission Experience  

to Seneca, New York  
  

 PW Thank Offering will be received 

and dedicated. 

  

Lunch - $10.00 donation 

R.S.V.P. to Karen Dwight  

909-213-3180 

by October 9, 2019 
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  2019 Thank Offering of  

Presbyterian Women 
 

Presbyterian women have expressed the gratitude for 

God’s blessings in their lives by giving back to people in 

their communities and around the world since 1888.  

Eliza Clokey of Springfield, Ohio, urged each woman to 

give a dollar over and above her usual contribution to the 

Women’s General Missionary Society of the United 

Presbyterian Church of North America. Since then, 

women have responded year after year to give a “thank 

offering to her Lord.”  Tens of millions of dollars have 

been raised for mission at home and around the world.   

In February 2019, the Creative Ministries Offering 

Committee of Presbyterian Women met to discuss grant 

applications.  Eighteen projects were chosen for funding, 

twelve in the United States and six are international. 

The grant recipients in the United States are: 

Synod of Alaska-Northwest – Olympia Presbytery 

Green Lantern Summer Lunch Program – $30,000 

Synod of the Covenant – Maumee Valley Presbytery 

Now I Lay Me Down to Sleep - $20,000.   

(Continued on page 8) 

Circles of Prayer  

Giving Thanks 
 

On Sunday, October 6th, at our 4:00 

P.M. All Church W orship Service, 

we will give thanks for our Circles of 

Prayer, convened in October of 2018. 

 

As we officially conclude these first Circles of Prayer, know 

that you are invited to consider creating a Circle of Prayer 

with others as we move forward. If your particular Circle of 

Prayer would like to continue, please do so, for as Martin 

Luther once said, “To be Christian without prayer is no 

more possible than to be alive without breathing.” If you 

would like to start a Circle of Prayer, but would like some 

help, please talk with Pastor Cheryl. Praying in community 

with and for each other is powerful, and I hope that prayer 

will become ever more embedded in our DNA as a 

congregation. 



Synod of Lakes and Prairies – East Iowa Presbytery 

Iowa WINS Immigrant Neighbors in Need - 

$20,000.  

Synod of Lincoln Trails – Southeastern Illinois 

Presbytery 

Fit-2-Serve Community Bridges: Access for 

All - $25,000 

Synod of Living Waters – Mid-Kentucky Presbytery 

Center for Women and Gender Studies Katie 

Geneva Cannon Legacy Memorial Conference 

- $16,200. 

Synod of Mid-America – Giddings-Lovejoy 

Presbytery 

Room at the Inn Homeless Client Safety 

Upgrades - $24,250 

Synod of Mid-America – Heartland Presbytery  

Arab Christian Fellowship Walking Together 

- $25,000.    

Synod of Mid-Atlantic – Western North Carolina 

Presbytery 

Loving Food Resources Food Pantry 

Renovation - $31,500.   

Synod of the Pacific – Cascades Presbytery 

Kenilworth Community Preschool Outlast 

Outdoor Block Set - $8,125.   

Synod of the Rocky Mountains – Glacier Presbytery 

Nutrition for Healthier Futures: Kids 

EmPower Pack - $20,000.. 

Synod of South Atlantic – Foothills Presbytery 

Cancer Association of Anderson Food for 

Thought - $8,750  

Synod of Southern California and Hawaii – Los 

Ranchos Presbytery 

Agape Fish Fund Food as Medicine - $10,000. 

 

 

(Continued from page 7)  

International programs: 

Cameroon – Presbyterian Church in Cameroon 

Making Blood Available for Trans - 

fusions in Obstetric Units - $20,000. 

Democratic Republic of Congo – Institut Medical 

Chretian du Kasai 

Well for PAX Clinic - $20,000. 

Dominican Republic – National Association of 

Women of the Evangelical Dominican Church 

Improvement of the National Camp - 

$21,000. 

Ghana and Synod of the Northeast – Evangelical 

Presbyterian church of Ghana and First 

Presbyterian Church of Fairfield, Connecticut 

Ghana Maternity Ward Partnership - 

$40,000. 

Madagascar – The Church of Jesus Christ in 

Madagascar Chaplaincy to Marginalized People 

Mamonjy Project - $9,887. 

Zambia – Church of Central Africa Presbyterian, 

Synod of Zambia Health Department 

Cervical Cancer Prevention - $40,000. 

 The 2019 Thank Offering of Presbyterian 

Women will be received and dedicated on 

Saturday, October 12, 2019, at the Presbyterian 

Women Fall Luncheon at 11:30 A.M. in the 

Narthex.  Let us respond to Eliza Clokey’s call to 

give a “thank offering to our Lord.”  
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Property and Finance Update 

 
Vine Street Project  

 Work has begun! Rough grading and electrical trenching is 
underway. See the photos. The Redlands Community News also 
published an article about our new park and the article was 
posted on Facebook. 

 We received donations totaling $94,270! This means we have 
about $56,000 to go to reach our goal of $150,000, to 
fund all the elements of the new Vine Street Community Park for 
our church and our community. 

 

Sanctuary HVAC Project 

 Loan proceeds have been received and are in the bank, the first loan payment of $1027.13 has been 
made.   

 ThermalCool is waiting for parts from the manufacturer to complete the project. 

 You may have noticed trenching in the parking lot; this is related to plumbing upgrades for the 
HVAC project, and to correct problems with drainage from the sanctuary roof top and parking lot. 
See the photos on the following page. 

 

Sanctuary Ad Hoc Committee 

 The committee has selected Sanders Architects and has signed a contract for $20,000 for the 
architectural fees. This is below the cap of $25,000 approved by the Session.  

 The redesign work will be an iterative process consistent with the original sanctuary architecture and 
will involve the church and community groups interested in a more flexible chancel area.    

 

Presbytery Office Project 

 The installation of a separate air conditioning and heating system in The Presbytery Office, installed 
by ThermalCool, is complete. The cost of the system will be shared by the Presbytery and the church. 
The new system is efficient and cost effective.  

 

If you ever have any questions or concerns about facility issues, please ask Shirley Harry, Moderator of 
Property and Finance, or Pastor Cheryl.  

Coming Soon! 

Power of Connection 

 

Through the Power of Connection, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A) raised the following funds through 
these special offerings in 2018: 

$1,306,593 to address at-risk children and the needs of youth and young adults; 

$1,643,230 to support reconciliation and peacemaking efforts; 

$2,983,562 to support Church Leaders – retired, active and future. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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 Come out and Cheer on the Walkers 

The Believe Walk 

Let’s Impact Our Community with Hope! 

Sunday, October 6, 2018 

World Communion Sunday is October 6, 2018, and so is the Believe Walk.  

 

WE HAVE MOVED OUR ALL CHURCH WORSHIP SERVICE FOR WORLD 

COMMUNION SUNDAY TO 4:00 PM ON THIS DAY, just so that we can fully 

participate and support the Believe Walk as a church.  We have formed Team Presbyterian, 

inviting the whole Presbytery to join us as walkers, as donors and as spiritual support.  It is a 

moving experience for those of us who are cancer survivors, as well as for all participants. 

 

“The purpose of the Stater Bros. Charities & Inland Women Fighting Cancer Believe Walk is to 

raise critical funds that support cancer-fighting organizations in this region. Through the 

generosity of sponsors and donors; the Believe Walk will directly impact lives by providing funds 

to improve cancer care and support services for cancer patients and their families in the Inland 

Empire communities of Southern California. 

 

What a privilege it is to serve our community in this way! Let’s be Team Presbyterian for Christ! 

Through the Power of Connection, $5,933,385 was raised by congregations of the PC(U.S.A.) 

and shared locally and globally in order to positively impact lives.  

In 2018, we were part of this Power of Connection. As a church we contributed $2,300 through these 

causes as a local congregation. How might we multiply our efforts this year and exceed $2,300? 

In October, you will hear stories of how the Power of Connection has addressed critical needs both 

locally and globally. Will you consider being part of the story? Will we, as a church, consider being part 

of the story? Let’s all prayerfully consider giving generously to the Power of Connection, for there is 

much work to be done.  

Contributions beyond a pledge are always welcomed, with the Power of Connection special offering 

being collected on Sunday, October 20, 2019.  

(Continued from page 9) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Session Highlights—September 2019 

 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held the regularly scheduled Stated Session 

Meeting on Monday, September 16, 2019 and took the following actions at the meeting: 

Received the Financial Report for the month ending August 31, 2019: 

         Budget      Aug 2019    

 

Total Income:        $37,433.66   

Total Expenditures:       $23,534.72             

     Excess Income/Expenses:   $13,898.94   

                      *Balance in General Account:    $366,141.53     

* Includes balances from the Presbytery Grant of $30,000, from the proceeds of the PILP loan of 

$187,228.29, from Vine Street Park contributions, and from Dorothy Moore’s Trust of $13,721. 

 

Approved the following individuals and organization as Sunday School Teachers and Adult Formation 

Teachers for September 2019 through June 2020: 

Gaby Butarbutar Chris Kane  Steven Sihombing 

Katherine Damar Wilson Kayange  Jonas Sirait 

Ron Duvall  Tab Ndipagbor  Gayle Timilione 

Christine Evans  Rochelle Rager  Stars of Tomorrow: Children’s Theater Group 

Golda Gultom  Sereena Shahid  Elke Zak 
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Adult Formation – Sunday at 11:00 A.M. 

Continuing the Conversation  
on the Lord’s Prayer  

 

We will continue our Adult Faith Formation Series on The Lord’s 
Prayer in October. The last three classes of the six-week series will 
take place after the 10:00 A.M worship service. We will further explore specific phrases of The 
Lord’s Prayer using a Kerygma Study Guide. Pastor Cheryl will facilitate our sessions as 
outlined below: 

Sunday, October 13th Our Daily Bread   

Sunday, October 20th Forgive Our Debts   

Sunday, October 27th Time of Trial      

There are copies of the Lord, Teach Us to Pray study guide available for the class. As we explore 
this well-known prayer, may we continue to deeply nurture our relationship with the living God to 
whom we pray.  

 

You are invited  

To the Third Annual  

           Youth Lip Sync Battle! 

 

When:  Sunday, October 27, 1:00—3:00 p.m. 

Where:  Redlands First UMC, 1 E Olive Ave, Redlands 

 

Bring your youth group and their fans for a fun day of Lip Sync Battles!  Have your youth come up with 

songs they and their friends would like to perform, and have them practice & get their costumes/props 

ready!  There is going to be some fierce competition!! But the Grand Prize winners will take home the 

Lip Sync Battle trophy to their church!!!  There will also be fun prize baskets for the groups who receive 

first place for the following categories: 

 

●Best Overall      ●Best Props    ●Most Original    ●Best Costumes    ●Most Spirited 

There is no cost, but donations are greatly appreciated!   

If you have questions, please contact Pastor Cheryl or Wilson Kayange. We would love to know who will 

join us as soon as possible, as music to Shelby Nelson by Sunday, October 6.    
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Sunday Children’s Worship and Education 

 

Sunday Mornings 

 
Every Sunday the Nursery is available for our wee ones from 9:30 A.M. to 11:30 A.M. If you would like 
childcare at other times for choir or adult education offering, please let the office know in advance. 

Every Sunday of the month there are coloring supplies available from our ushers for children 

Here is what is happening in October.  

October 6th – 4:00 P.M. All Church Worship – Pray for Believe Walkers 

October 13th – Gayle Timilione and Sereena Shahid will teach 

October 20th – Christian Evans and Rochelle Rager will teach 

October 27th – Children present melodrama in worship with Stars of Tomorrow 

Sunday Evenings 

On October 13th, 20th and 27th at 5:30 P.M., middle and high school youth gather to study God’s 

Word, as lead by Wilson Kayange and our college students.   

 

Special Youth Event – Lip Sync Battle 

On October 27th from 1:00 to 3:00 P.M. the First United Methodist Church is inviting us as well as 

other local youth groups to a Lip Sync Battle. 

 

Children and Youth Corner 



 

Please Welcome Our New Staff! 

 

Our new music staff will be officially starting on October 1, 2019: 

Dr. Joseph Modica, Director of Music and Rachelle Gensolin, Church Musician 

The morning worship service choir season will begin on Sunday, October 13, 2019. Here are letters of 

introduction by our two new staff people: 

Joe writes: 

Greetings First Presbyterian Church of Redlands!  I am delighted to return to this church after 

many years, and I’m eager to begin serving as your Music Director once again. I have many fond 

memories of my time here from 1997-2003, and I look forward to reconnecting with this community 

and getting to know each of you.   

Since I’ve been away, I’ve earned a master’s degree and doctorate and have been teaching at 

the college level for 11 years.  I am currently the Interim Director of the School of Music at the 

University of Redlands and the Artistic Director of the Inland Master Chorale.  I returned to Redlands 

in 2014 and I don’t plan on going anywhere any time soon!  I have two beautiful children, Jeremy and 

Rachel, and I am engaged to Candice Stewart, who has two children of her own, Taylor and Tucker.  

It’s a bit of a Brady Bunch. 

I love to cook, golf, and spend time with the family swimming or just hanging around.  

Candice and I are heavily involved in the Redlands Theatre Festival, which was founded by her father 

48 years ago.  We are proud of our town and are happy to make our life here.   

Thank you for trusting me with the leadership of the Music Ministry at First Presbyterian. I 

look forward to being a part of your spiritual journey! 

 

Rachelle writes: 

Dear church family, I am really excited to be joining your weekly worship as your Church 

Musician. I recently moved to California to pursue a masters degree in Occupational Therapy at Loma 

Linda University. Previously, I studied at Andrews University in Michigan where I completed my 

bachelors degree in piano performance and then furthered my studies in Barcelona, Spain, last year. 

My previous employment included playing at a Presbyterian and United Methodist church in Indiana 

and Michigan. I appreciate the commitment and dedication that your church places on including 

music as an integral part of worship and am excited to be joining your wonderful team of musicians. I 

have already felt so welcomed and am truly blessed to begin this new journey with your congregation. 

As a new member of the community, I am thankful to God for this opportunity to be a part of your 

church family and am looking forward to sharing music together. 

 

We hope you are excited as our Session is about our new direction in music. Come and be a part of our 

new beginning! If you have thought about joining the choir that provides music for the morning 

service, come meet with Joe Modica and Rachelle Gensolin on Thursday, October 10th at 7:00 P.M. 

in the sanctuary. 
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We are pleased to share our newsletter with you and we 

welcome your comments! 

You may also view this newsletter on our web site. Go to 
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tab at the top of the page. 


