First Presbyterian Church of Redlands
Living the heart & mind of Christ at the Heart of the city

November, 2019

The Messenger
The Pastor’s Corner
LIVING GRATEFULLY
I write as fires continue to rage throughout our state. With abundant rainfall
last year, vegetation in our state is plentiful. Of course, throughout the late
spring and summer this plentiful vegetation has dried and become like
brittle kindling. Then the notorious Santa Ana winds blew hot, dry and
fierce, igniting and spreading destructive fires. A news reporter said once
again, “California is on fire.”
I have lost count of the number of homes destroyed, although 70 alone were
destroyed in our backyard so to speak, in the Calimesa Sandalwood Fire. In
the midst of such devastation though, there is still room to give thanks. I am
thankful for the tireless fire personnel that have worked hard to control,
contain, and eventually put out these raging fires. I am thankful for the
water and fire retardant dropping airplanes and helicopters, as well as the
numerous fire engines available to fight fires in our state. I am grateful for
the outpouring of support, including that of our own Outreach Committee,
for those who have been directly impacted by the fires. Outreach has decided
to donate our budgeted dollars planned for disaster assistance, to an
organization in Calimesa that is helping those whose homes were destroyed.
Gratitude, as we know, isn’t something reserved for Thanksgiving. It also
isn’t only for occasions of joy and well-being. Gratitude is something that
can be practiced in the fires of life no matter how dire our circumstances. Of
course, I had to learn this lesson the hard way. I was at home recovering
from a knee surgery for a meniscus tear, and you could say things weren’t
going too well. What I remember is, in the middle of my own pity party, I
had a wakeup call. I realized I had plenty to be grateful for. First, I had a job
which had medical insurance that covered the cost of the surgery. Second, I
had a home with a comfortable bed in which I could rest and recover. Third,
I had friend who came to care for me, so my husband and sons could attend
a scheduled youth retreat. As I lay in bed listing what I was grateful for I
eventually lost count.
(Continued on page 6)
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN MONTHLY BOOK CLUB
On the seventh of November, at
7:00 P.M. Ron Duvall will host the
discussion of How To Be Good by
Nick Hornby. Ron has agreed to
both host and lead the meeting.
Norwegian by Night, selected for
December, promises to keep book
club members riveted.
Goodreads.com says: “An
extraordinary debut, featuring a
memorable hero, Norwegian by
Night is the last adventure of a man still
trying to come to terms with the tragedies
of his life. Compelling and sophisticated, it
is both a chase through the woods thriller
and an emotionally haunting novel about
ageing and regret. “
Readers who enjoy this novel might also
like Miller’s American by Day.
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November 1

Erie E. Tan

November 3

Laura Dwight Greene

November 3

Janet D. Jackson

November 16

Debbie Hamada

November 19
November 20

November 20

Steven Sihombing

November 21

Alison Kayange

November 23

Elke Liesl Zak

November 23

Mark Evans

Grace Baldwin

November 26

Christine Evans

Jetty Lesar

November 26

Diane Polchow

NOVEMBER
WORSHIP SCHEDULE

November 3, 2019

Communion Sunday

Stars of Tomorrow
Message Through Theater
First Reading

A Litany of Famines

Second Reading

Luke 20:20-28

The Message

What Belongs to God?

‘Tis the Season
Scrip Preorders

First Reading

Deuteronomy 15:7-11

Second Reading

Acts 5:1-11

The Message

What’s Your Motive?

As you consider your Christmas plans,
remember that you can preorder scrip for
Christmas gifts for family members, friends,
colleagues and even the non-profit of your
choice. All scrip orders raise additional money
for Christian Education beyond what is annually
budgeted. This past year Scrip funds helped
recognize our students and teachers, helped
Wilson Kayange attend further training as a
teacher, and contributed $1,500 of income to
the general budget. See Lori Uber-Zak or Terry
Zeidler if you would like to preorder your holiday
script.

November 10, 2019

November 17, 2019
Commitment Sunday
First Reading

Acts 4:32-37

Second Reading

Exodus 36:2-7

The Message

More Than Enough!

November 24, 2019
Reign of Christ Sunday
First Reading

Jeremiah 23:1-6

Second Reading

Colossians 1:11-20

The Message

Rescued and
Reconciled

In November, all Indonesian Language
Worship Services will be Sunday
evenings at 5:00 P.M.

Staff Whereabouts
Pastor Cheryl and Judy will be out of the office
on Monday, November 11. The office will be
staffed by volunteers from 10:00—1:00 P.M.
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What’s Happening on
our Campus
Sundus Jacob will be holding her
rehearsal, wedding and reception in the
sanctuary and John Knox Hall on
Saturday & Sunday, November 23 & 24.
Stars of Tomorrow w ill be setting
the stage in the sanctuary on Friday,
November 1, 5:oo—10:00 p.m. and
holding a reception in C-2 on Saturday.

Regular Gatherings
The Town & Country African Violet
Club, m eets in C-1 on the third
Monday of the month, from 10:30 A.M.
until 1:30 P.M.
The Presbytery of Riverside, w h ich
has permanent office space in the
Christian Ed building, occasionally holds
meetings in C-1 and JKH.
The Redlands Camera Club holds
their bi-monthly meetings in John Knox
Hall on the first and third Mondays of
the month from 6:00—9:00 P.M.
Agape House of Praise m eets her e
in C-1, weekly on Saturday evenings,
between 5:00 –9:00 P.M.
Redlands Indonesian Seventh Day
Adventist Church holds a w or ship
service and fellowship in our hall on
Saturdays, 9:00 A.M.—5:00 P.M.
A chapter of Alcoholics
Anonymous m eets in C- 1, every
Wednesday evening, at 7:00 P.M.
Redlands Thanksgiving Church
meets here in the sanctuary and C-1,
1:30—3:30 P.M., on Sundays; in C-1,
Tuesdays, 10:00—noon; and in C-1 on
Saturdays, 6:30—8:30 A.M.
Young Champions hold s a selfdefense class in JKH, on Wednesday
nights, 5:00—7:00 P.M.
Citizens Church holds a m usic
practice on Thursdays, from 6:30—8:30
P.M. in JKH, or on Tuesday when they
hold a praise service in the hall, and
youth activities in Classroom 2, on the
first Thursday of the month, from 5:00—
9:00 P.M.
The Well holds their p r ogr am for
special needs youth in John Knox Hall,
weekdays, from 11:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
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CONTEMPLATIVE
CORNER
Reflecting on God’s presence in our lives
Praying the Psalms
Prayers of Thanksgiving
by Pastor Cheryl
November is the month
when our nation pauses to
give thanks as we celebrate
Thanksgiving. How
appropriate that we explore
psalms of thanksgivings this
month! The psalmist says:


“Enter God’s gates with
thanksgiving, and his
courts with praise. Give
thanks to God and bless God’s name” [Ps. 100:4].



“O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, make
known his deeds among the peoples” [Ps. 105:1].



“O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his
steadfast love endures forever” [Ps. 107:1].

The psalms are filled with thanksgiving for God’s
character, God’s deliverance, and God’s mercy. “God is
good,” declares the psalmist. Yet, how often do we
neglect to give thanks to God or to others. I guess one
could ask, “Why do we need a national holiday to give
thanks?” Could it be that we need this holiday to
remind us of the importance of gratitude in our lives?
Of course, gratitude is really to be a lifestyle for us as
people of God, not just a day on our calendars once a
year.
This month you are invited to practice gratitude
through prayer. Pray through Psalm 100, 105 or 107,
and notice the things the psalmists give thanks for.
Where might you need to express thanksgiving in your
life? Psalm 107 ends with these words, “Let those who
are wise give heed to these things.” As we pray
together this month may we be wise, giving thanks to
God for all the gifts in our lives.

NOVEMBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT FPC REDLANDS
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

Saturday 2

Church Office
Closed
10:00 a.m.
Knitting
Companions
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Communion

4

10:00 a.m.
English Worship
5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language Worship
10

10:00 a.m.
English Worship
5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language
Worship
5:45 p.m.
Youth Activities
24
10:00 a.m.
English Worship
5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language
Worship
5:45 p.m.
Youth Activities
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5:00 p.m.
Worship
Committee

11

10:00 a.m.
English Worship
5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language Worship
5:45 p.m.
Youth Activities
17

5

18

7

8

10:00 a.m.
Deacons
7:00 p.m.
Book Club

Church Office
Closed

14

15

12

13

5:15 p.m.
Property &
Finance

5:30 p.m.
Outreach

19

20

21

22

1:30 p.m.
Wenonah Circle
5:30 p.m.
Outreach

9:30 a.m.
Christian Ed.
11:00 a.m.
Sarah Circle

Church Office
Closed

6:30 p.m.
Session

9

16

Church Office
Closed

23

7:00 p.m.
Eve Circle

25

26

27

28

29

30

Church Office
Closed

Thanksgiving
Day
Church Office
Closed

5

(Continued from page 1)

COMMITMENT SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 18, 2019
Have you noticed all the updates and improvements
that have been happening on our campus so far this
year? And how about the exciting addition of new
staff in in the area of music!
Our collective generosity, along with the wise usage
of this facility, and the support of the PC(U.S.A.)
through a Presbyterian Loan and Investment
Program (PILP) has helped us accomplish all of this
in 2019.
Our combined donations of time, talents and
treasures are what makes ministry possible among
us. Your Session is working to develop the financial
blue print for our ministry goals next year, knowing
that without your prayerful support and generous
financial gifts, our ministry together would not be
possible. It is by God’s grace and our combined
generous spirits that we are able to dream dreams
that continue to expand our community outreach,
work to transform lives, and improve our campus to
share with our community.
As you prayerfully reflect on God’s generosity in
your own life, consider making a financial
commitment to the life and ministry of our church
for 2020 that reflects your gratitude to God for our
faith community. Once the pledges are received, the
Session will be able to finalize plans for 2020.
The Session continually gives thanks for God’s
generous provision for us this year and trusts in
God’s provision for us as we envision all that God
will do through us in 2020.

I have heard many of those
who have lost their homes
in these recent fires say,
“We are so grateful that
everyone is safe, including
our pets.” Their gratitude
doesn’t minimize their
loss; it just puts their loss
in perspective. They are
grateful that they didn’t loose what was most
precious.
What can we learn from those who have just
experienced devastating loss? Can we learn to
be more grateful in the midst of our everyday
lives, even when things don’t go as planned?
Can we learn to adopt an attitude of gratitude
as we walk through life?
In a white paper entitled, “The Science of
Gratitude” (2018), produced by the Greater
Good Science Center, several benefits were
outlined about gratitude. For the individual
the practice of gratitude increases happiness,
positive mood, and satisfaction with life. It
makes one less materialistic, less likely to
experience burnout, it confers better physical
health, better sleep, less fatigue, greater
resiliency, and encourages the development of
patience, humility, and wisdom. For groups
the practice of gratitude increases prosocial
behaviors, strengthens relationships, it may
help employees’ effectiveness and may
increase job satisfaction.
So, is the spiritual practice of gratitude a part
of your daily routine? As our nation pauses to
give thanks this Thanksgiving, let me suggest
that we all pause to give thanks often and
always, each and every day, for we have much
to be grateful for, both individually and
communally.
Practicing gratitude,
Pastor Cheryl
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The Pastor’s Corner

TABLE FELLOWSHIP
CONVERSATIONS
AFTER 10:00 A.M.
WORSHIP SERVICE

PRESBYTERY OF RIVERSIDE
MEETS AT DESERT PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2019
10:00 A.M. TO 3:00 P.M.

The Christian Education Committee
is inviting you to participate in
Table Fellowship Conversations
after the 10:00 A.M. worship
Service on Sunday, November 10
and Sunday, November 24.

On Saturday, November 16th, the Presbytery of Riverside
will be meeting at Desert Hills Presbyterian Church in Yucca
Valley. Our church is asked to send three Presbytery
Commissioners in addition to our pastoral commissioners,
Pastor Cheryl and Pastor Hart.

On Sunday, November 10, there will
be four tables set with one of the
following Table Fellowship Topics.
Self-select the topic that interests
you and get to know someone
better, or meet someone you may
not have yet met! Each table will
have Respectful Communication
Guidelines to review as part of the
Table Fellowship. Here are the
topics for November 10th:

At all levels of our denomination, beyond the local church,
decisions are structured to be made by a body that is 50%
clergy and 50% elders. To cover the number of pastors
active in the presbytery in all types of calls, more elders
from a church are needed than the total number of pastoral
staff. The Session is looking for ordained elders, whether
active on Session or not, that would consider serving our
church and the larger church in this capacity. Please let
Pastor Cheryl know of your interest. The Presbytery meets
four times a year on a Saturday and we generally carpool to
the meetings, especially those held at a distance from us.



Football (NFL and/or College
you pick)



Local Politics



Holiday Cooking



Got Questions? Ask the Pastor

On Sunday, November 24, each
Table will have guided questions on
the topic of gratitude. Given this is
the Sunday before Thanksgiving,
the committee settled on a mutually
relevant topic about which we can
all share.
So, grab your beverage and some
snacks and then head to a table
with a topic. Enjoy Table
Fellowship with those who may
have interests in topics that interest
you!

Please pray for your Presbytery Commissioners slated to
attend this meeting: Pastor Cheryl, Pastor Hart, Jean
Vieten, Grace Baldwin and Wilson Kayange, who serves as a
moderator of the Presbytery Committee on Representation,
as they give of their time and energy to support the life and
ministries of our whole Presbytery.

Fall Back!
Daylight Savings Time
November 3rd at 2:00 A.M!
Don’t forget to set your clocks back on
Saturday evening, November 2nd before you go to bed! If
you forget to fall back, you will be an hour early for
worship! If you are early, you can enjoy the choir practice
or even jump in and join the choir! Joe Modica and the
other choir members would welcome your presence any
Sunday morning at 8:25 A.M!
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THANK YOU, TEAM PRESBYTERIAN!
On Sunday, October 6, 2019, Team Presbyterian had 36 registered
walkers. Together with generous donors we raised $2,175 for the
2019 Believe Walk. The total fund raising for the Believe Walk has reached
$297,049 for 2019. There is still time to help the Believe Walk make its goal
of $300,000 by year end.
Get ready to support Team Presbyterian next year on Sunday, October 5 th! We value all walkers,
prayers and donations! Together we are making a difference in our community.

Save the Date! The Clay Hunt Suicide
Prevention 5K Walk w ill be h eld on
Saturday, December 7. You can register to
participate at Eventbrite at
https://tinyurl.com/Y5RCZEZ7
Check with Monica Frederick for more info.
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PROPERTY AND FINANCE UPDATE
Main Parking Lot
On Monday, October 21 the Session approved the expenditure of up to
$35,000 to remove the existing damaged asphalt, regrade,
compact, pave and restripe the main parking lot adjacent to the
sanctuary.
The work will take place the week of November 4th through November 9th, when our parking lot
will not be available for use. The plan is to have it fully functional by Sunday, November 10 th, so
that a Sunday is not impacted.
Most of the funds to support this project are available because the planned contingency funds in the
Sanctuary HVAC loan were not expended.
Vine Street Project
Piping for electrical, water and drainage will take place in early November.
The Redlands Daily Facts published an article on Sunday, October 20 th with a photo of our very own
Judy Tanner straddling one of the open trenches.
We have received donations totaling $95,495! This means we have about $55,000 to go to reach
our goal of $150,000, to fu nd a ll th e elem ents of the new Vine Str eet Com m u n ity
Park for our church and our community.
Sanctuary HVAC Project
Final inspection of the work performed will take place in November.
All systems – heating and air conditioning – are functioning properly and being fined tuned as
weather permits.
Loan payments of $1027.13 are being made monthly.
Sanctuary Ad Hoc Committee
The committee will be meeting with Sanders Architects on Thursday, November 7 th. In addition to
the committee, additional members of the congregation as well as some community members
have been invited to see and respond to the first design concept being discussed.
The redesign work will be an iterative process consistent with the original sanctuary architecture.
Roof Repairs
The committee is actively seeking commercial roof repair bids for the JKH flat roofs and the
sanctuary flat roof, which is above the narthex. You might have noticed the water damage in the
ceiling of JKH and also in one of our upstairs classrooms. During the rainy season it was also
noted that water was pooling on the sanctuary flat roof and needs the attention of a professional
commercial roofer to remedy the issue before it becomes a problem.
If you have any questions or concerns about facility issues, please ask Shirley Harry, Moderator of
Property and Finance, or Pastor Cheryl.
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Session Highlights—October 2019
The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held the regularly scheduled Stated Session
Meeting on Monday, October 21, 2019 and took the following actions at the meeting:
Received the Financial report for the month of September 30, 2019:
Budget

Sept 2019

Total Unrestricted Income:

$ 25,426.15

Total Unrestricted Expense:

$ 24,931.34

Unrestricted Income/(Loss):

$

*Balance in General Account

520.81

$366,141.53

*Includes balances from the Presbytery Grant of $30,000, from the proceeds of the
PILP loan of $187,288.29, from Vine Street Park contributions, and from Dorothy
Moore’s trust of $13,721
Approved the following motion moved by the Property and Finance Committee: Reconstruct the FPCR
main parking lot at a cost not to exceed $35,000.
Approved the call of a Congregational Meeting on Sunday, December 1, 2019, immediately following the
10:00 A.M. All Church Worship Service for the purpose of electing Elders and Deacons and approving
2020 Pastoral Compensation for Pastor Cheryl Raine and Pastor Hart Tan.
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DEACON MESSAGE
By Gayle Timilione

The Deacons are so grateful to everyone who
has helped us accomplish the words of Jesus in
this scripture passage. Through the very
generous donations given, monetary and
otherwise, we have been able to contribute to
the services needed by the following
organizations:


Family Service Association of Redlands
Home Again
Peanut Butter & Rice Fund



VA Charitable Services Bus Passes



Youth Hope



Christian Counseling Service



Refresh and Renew Shower Service



Pastors Fund

Deacons also offer assistance during the
holidays to Church families in need of food
and other necessities.
Blessings to all from your Deacons!

Interfaith Thanksgiving Celebration
Sunday, November 24, 2019 at 4:00 P.M.
First United Methodist Church
Each year the Redlands Area Interfaith Community sponsors an Interfaith
Thanksgiving Celebration. This year the First United Methodist Church is hosting the event. It will take
place Sunday afternoon, November 24, at 4:00 P.M. There will be an Interfaith Choir and we have been
invited to participate in this choir. Of course, anyone from our church is welcome to participate, even if
you are not currently a member of our choir. The celebration includes readings and music from various
faith traditions on the theme of Thanksgiving, as all faith traditions urge their practitioners to be
grateful. Let’s join our community in giving thanks!
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Children and Youth Corner

Sunday Morning Children’s Worship and Education
Following is the schedule for our nursery, children and youth:


Every Sunday the Nursery is available for our wee ones from 9:30 A.M. to 11:30 A.M. If you would
like childcare at other times for choir or adult education offering, please let the office know in
advance;



Every Sunday of the month there are coloring supplies available from our ushers for children;



This is what is happening in October.
November 3rd – Children are in Worship as Stars of Tomorrow are presenting the gospel
message through theater – “Grain of Hope”
November 10th – Gayle Timilione and Sereena Shahid will teach
November 17th – Christina Evans and Rochelle Rager will teach
November 24th – Lesson by Stars of Tomorrow on Gratefulness

Sunday Evenings
On November 10th, 14th and 25th at 5:30 P.M., middle and high school youth gather to study God’s
Word, as lead by Wilson Kayange and our college students.
Save the Dates:
The Stars of Tomorrow Children’s Theater are holding their Christmas Break Musical Camp on our
Campus from December 16 through 20, 2019, from 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. Their performance will be
Friday, December 20th at 1:00 P.M.
Winter Camp for Junior High and High School Students is b eing held at B ig B ear Lak e
Christian Camp and Conference Center from March 20 through March 22, 2020. Save the date to join
other students from around our Presbytery for a weekend of holy fun!
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Presbyterian Women Elect a New
Coordinating Team
Submitted by Karen Dwight
On Saturday, October 12, 2019, the Presbyterian Women
gathered for their Fall Luncheon in the narthex. The ladies ate a
delicious meal with their choice of vegetable, pumpkin, or potato
soups and dinner rolls with apple cobbler for dessert.
After lunch, the women moved into the Sanctuary. During the
Business Meeting, Karen Dwight stated that she will be stepping down as the PWC Moderator as of
December 31, 2019. A new Coordinating Team was nominated, PWC Moderator: Gayle Timilione,
PWC Secretary: Jerri Rodewald and PWC Treasurer: Karen Dwight.
Motion was made to end nominations for the PWC Coordinating Team and to accept the nominations
of the Search Committee. Motion was moved, seconded, and passed.

Gayle Timilione, PWC Moderator

Gayle Timilione talked about her experiences when she
traveled to New York in July with several women on the
Presbyterian Women USA Mission Experience. She
described their journey from Rochester, NY to Seneca, NY
and into the Five Lakes Region. It was a whirlwind trip, as
they visited many churches and listened to the women in the
area. Many of their meals were served by the Presbyterian
Women’s groups in the Presbyterian churches. Gayle stated
that her trip was hectic and fast paced, however she enjoyed
every minute of it. She made several wonderful new friends,
too. For the next two years, Gayle will be telling her story to
many Presbyterian Women’s groups in the Synod of
Southern California and Hawaii.
After a question and answer session, Gayle Timilione, Jerri
Rodewald, and Karen Dwight were asked to come forward
and were elected as the 2020-2022 Presbyterian
Women in the Congregation Coordinating Team.
Debbie Law, the Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of
Riverside Moderator, performed the installation of the new
PWC Coordinating Team.

Sunday,
November 3,
2:00 A.M.

Turn your
clocks back
one hour.
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First Presbyterian
Church of Redlands
Living the heart & mind
of Christ at the Heart of
the city
The mission of the First
Presbyterian Church of
Redlands is to grow
spiritually with the
community by sharing
the love of Jesus Christ
with all who seek to
know God through
worship, prayer,
fellowship, and
evangelism.

First Presbyterian
Church of Redlands
100 Cajon Street
P.O. Box 2009
Redlands CA 92373
(909) 793-2839
FPCRedlands@gmail.com
www.FPCRedlands.org
Return Service
Requested

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF REDLANDS
An inclusive Community
of Faith, Living the Heart
and Mind of Christ at the
Heart of the City

Save Postage +
Save Paper =
Save $$
We are pleased to share our newsletter with you and we
welcome your comments!
You may also view this newsletter on our web site. Go to
www.fpcredlands.org and then click on The Messenger
tab at the top of the page.

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

