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The Messenger 

 

I am excited about the New Year before us as a church. Are you? I 

can’t wait for the dream of Vine Street Community Park to become a 

reality, making it possible for us to meet more of our neighbors. I 

know that many of our neighbors are excited, too. Just this past week, 

a man walking his two dogs thanked me for this new park. He 

exclaimed, “What a gift to the community.”  Others have randomly 

dropped by the church office to share their gratitude as well.  The 

community is excited about what we are creating. Are you? 

I am excited about the New Year for personal reasons, too, as most of 

your already know. My heart already beats a little faster, as I pray for 

my granddaughter being knit together in her mother’s womb. I know 

that my heart will melt and tears of joy will flow when I hold her for 

the first time. The gift of life, especially this new life, is such a 

miracle.  I am excited about seeing my son and daughter-in-law 

become a father and mother to this precious new baby girl. It will be 

fun to be the grandparent and not the parent, as so many of you 

already know! What excites you about the New Year to come 

personally?   

As we begin the New Year, your leadership team will be gathering to 

reflect on what God has done among us in 2019 as well as how God 

will use us in the year to come. “Living the heart and mind of Christ 

at the heart of the city,” is the plumb line by which decisions will be 

made.  Living the compassionate and just heart of Christ  may draw 

more of us to engage with the lost, the last and the least of our 

community.  Living the mind of Christ will keep us humble, not 

thinking too highly of ourselves, as we worship and serve together. 

“At the heart of the city,” reminds us that we are to bless our 
(Continued on page 6) 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN MONTHLY BOOK CLUB 

On  the 9th of January, at 7:00 P.M. Chris 

Kane will lead the discussion of Where’d You 

Go, Bernadette by Marie Semple. Marcia 

Fagan will host the meeting. 

“Where'd You Go Bernadette is an ingenious 

and unabashedly 

entertaining novel 

about a family coming 

to terms with who they 

are and the power of a 

daughter's love for her 

mother. “* 

In February The Tea 

Girl of Hummingbird 

Lane, by Lisa See is the 

book of choice.  

*Goodreads.com 
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January 1 Adrian Rioballove 

January 15 Elita Barus 

January 16 Isabel Browne 

January 20 James R. Appleton 

January 20 Gayle Timilione 

January 24 Larry Dwight 

January 29 Joyce Crawford 

January 30 Marcia Stewart 

January 31 Mary Lou Martinez 

January 31 Sorta Ruth Alice Tobing 
(Sirait) 



January 5, 2020  10:00 A.M.   

All Church Worship and Communion   

 

First Reading  Romans 12:1-3 

Second Reading Philippians 2:5-8 

Sermon Title  The Mind of Christ 

 

January 12, 2020  10:00 A.M.    

First Reading  Ezekiel 36:26-28 

Second Reading Matthew 9:35-36 

Sermon Title  The Heart of Christ 

5:00 P.M. – Indonesian Language Service
  

January 19, 2020  10:00 A.M.   

First Reading  Romans 5:3-5 

Second Reading James 1:1-18 

Sermon Title  Faith Under Pressure 

5:00 P.M. – Indonesian Language Service
  

January 26, 2020   10:00 A.M.   

First Reading  Jeremiah 31:31-34 

Second Reading James 1:19-27 

Sermon Title  Lived Faith  

5:00 P.M. – Indonesian Language Service 
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JANUARY 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

 

 

 

Redlands Area Interfaith 

Council 

January 9, 2020 

 

The Redlands Area Interfaith Council’s 

(RAIC) first meeting of the New Year is a 

Bagel Bash! Come and experience the rich 

diversity of faith traditions in our city, as we 

gather together to promote interfaith 

relationships with mutual respect and 

understanding.  The gathering will take 

place at 8:00 A.M. in Weeks Hall of the 

First United Methodist Church (FUMC) 

located at 1 East Olive Street.  

RAIC meets monthly on the second 

Thursday of the month. Come and be a part 

of an organization that promotes peaceable 

interfaith relationships that build 

community. 

 



 

A huge question plaguing 

many churches these days 

is, “How can we fund our 

ministries?” The focus is 

always on dollars and cents 

and not much else.  As 

membership declines 

budgets have to be cut and survival mode sets 

in causing an inward focus. This worldview of 

scarcity takes over and fear permeates the life 

of congregations.   

Eric Law suggests a focus on scarcity is 

counterproductive to the will of God, for God’s 

worldview is abundance. “God renews and 

recreates the earth so that there is an 

abundance of resources for all to share and 

enjoy,” writes Law. When fear sets in, the flow 

of holy currencies dwindle and eventually dry 

up.  

During 2020, I will be writing a monthly 

article about these holy currencies. These 

articles will challenge us to think differently 

about what helps any church develop a cycle 

of blessings for sustainability. Spoiler alert, 

sustainability has to do with a lot more than 

just money!  As we begin this journey 

together, I ask you to prayerfully reflect on 

your worldview. Is it scarcity driven or 

abundance driven or somewhere in between?  

What parts of your life are more abundance 

driven and what parts are more scarcity 

driven?  

(Continued on page 7) 

CONTEMPLATIVE  
CORNER  

Reflecting on God’s presence in our 
lives—Holy Currencies 

Cycle of Blessings for Sustainability 
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What’s Happening on our 

Campus 

 

 

Regular Gatherings 

 

The Town & Country African Violet 

Club, m eets in C-1 on the third Monday of 

the month, from 10:30 A.M. until 1:30 P.M. 

The Presbytery of Riverside, w hich has 

permanent office space  in the Christian Ed 

building, occasionally holds meetings in C-1 

and JKH. 

The Redlands Camera Club holds their  

bi-monthly meetings in John Knox Hall on 

the first and third Mondays of the month 

from 6:00—9:00 P.M.  

Agape House of Praise m eets here in  C-

1,  weekly on Saturday evenings, between 

5:00 –9:00 P.M. 

Redlands Indonesian Seventh Day 

Adventist Church holds a w orship 

service and fellowship in our hall on 

Saturdays, 9:00 A.M.—5:00 P.M. 

A chapter of Alcoholics Anonymous 

meets in C- 1, every Wednesday evening, at 

7:00 P.M. 

Redlands Thanksgiving Church m eets  

in the sanctuary and  C-1, 1:30—3:30 P.M., 

on Sundays; in C-1,  Tuesdays, 10:00—noon;   

and in C-1 on Saturdays,  6:30—8:30 A.M. 

Young Champions holds a self-defense 

class in JKH, on Wednesday nights, 5:00—

7:00 P.M. 

Citizens Church holds a m usic practice 

on Thursdays, from 6:30—8:30 P.M. in JKH, 

or on Tuesday when they hold a praise 

service in the hall, and youth activities in 

Classroom 2, on the first Thursday of the 

month, from 5:00—9:00 P.M. 

The Well special education m eets in 

John Knox Hall weekdays from 11:00 A.M.—

1:00 P.M. for lunch and  related activities.  



  

JANUARY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT FPC REDLANDS 

Sunday                

 

 

 

  Monday        

 

Tuesday              

 

 

 Wednesday  1 

 New Year’s Day 

Office Closed 

  

 

 

Thursday     2  

7:00 a.m. 

Sunrise  

 

 

 Friday       3     

Church Office      

Closed 

10:00 a.m.  

Deacons 

10:00 a.m.  

Knitting  

Companions 

 Saturday    

 

5 

10:00 a.m. 

All Church  

Worship Service  

6 

  

7 

4:00 p.m. 

Worship  

Committee 

  

8 

 

5:30 p.m. 

Outreach 

  

9 

 7:00 a.m. 

Sunrise  

7:00 p.m. 

Book Club 

 

10 

Church Office      

Closed 

  

11 

 

12 

 10:00 a.m. 

English Worship 

5:00 p.m. 

Indonesian  

Language Worship 

5:45 p.m. 

Youth Activities  

13 

 

14 

   5:15 p.m. 

Property &  

Finance 

  

  

15 

1:30 p.m. 

Wenonah Circle 

5:30 p.m. 

Outreach 

Annual Reports 

Due 

16 

9:30 a.m. 

Christian Ed. 

11:00 a.m. 

Sarah Circle 

7:00 p.m. 

Eve Circle   

17 

Church Office      

Closed 

18 

 

  

19 

10:00 a.m. 

English Worship 

 

5:00 p.m. 

Indonesian  

Language  

Worship 

5:45 p.m. 

Youth Activities  

20 

  

Martin Luther 

King Jr. Day 

 

  

  

 

21 

 

22 

 

23 

  

24 

Church Office      

Closed 

  

25 

 

26 

 

10:00 a.m. 

English Worship 

 

5:00 p.m. 

Indonesian  

Language  

Worship 

5:45 p.m. 

Youth Activities  

 

27 

6:30 p.m. 

Session 

  28 

  

 29 30 

 

31 

 

Church Office      

Closed 
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Each year, each member is asked to give, in 

addition to the pledge, what is called per 

capita. Per capita giving fuels the connectional 

nature of our denomination, with some per 

capita funding the Presbytery, Synod and 

General Assembly. In 2020 the per capita per 

member is $36.00.  Here is the breakdown of 

how this $36.00 is apportioned: 

Presbytery  $24.20 

Synod   $  2.85 

General Assembly $  8.95 

In 2020, the per capita apportionment for our 

church totals $6,876, which is based on our 

membership as of December 31, 2018, of 191 

members.  

Although, per capita is the gift that binds us 

together. Per capita exists as a way for all 

Presbyterians to share the costs that belong to 

the whole church. It exists to allow the whole 

church to share equitably in those things that 

make us Presbyterian: our theological identity, 

our connectedness, our system of mid councils 

that allow elders and ministers together to 

discern the mind of Christ, our ecumenical 

connections that make us part of the church 

universal, our core structures that keep us 

together as a church, and our call to work for 

full participation in decision making as we 

further the mission of Jesus Christ around the 

world. 

As a pastor, I have benefitted immensely from 

the connectional nature of our denomination, 

from the support and guidance of higher 

councils as well as availability of resources and 

expertise, not always available in a local 

church. Let us all give our fair share towards 

our church’s per capita apportionment!  
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community, for it is in 

its welfare that we will 

find our welfare. A 

church is not an isolated 

entity, but one that is to 

be integrated into the 

city to bless its residents. 

Churches are to be good 

neighbors! 

Is your heart beating a little faster as you 

consider what God might do through all of 

us in the coming year? Who will be our 

new members?  How will God use our 

collective gifts? What has God put on your 

heart for the year to come? How is the 

Spirit nudging you to get to know 

someone new? Did you make a 

commitment to develop a new 

relationship in the coming year? If you 

haven’t, do so!  

God is at work among us and says to us, “I 

am about to do a new thing, now it springs 

forth, do you not perceive it?”  As the New 

Year unfolds let’s anticipate the new 

things that will spring forth among us 

from new members to a completed park, 

from more community engagement to 

plans for restructuring our sanctuary 

chancel area, from more opportunities to 

deepen our faith to ecumenical 

partnerships. The Spirit is moving, do you 

not perceive it? 

Ever creating God, help us to serve 

together as your church with energy, 

intelligence, imagination and love, so that 

every word and deed we do honors you. 

Amen. 

 

Ready for what God is springing forth, 

Pastor Cheryl 

(Continued from page 1) The Pastor’s Corner 
The Connectional 

Church at Work 

2020 Per Capita  



 

Adult Faith 
Formation 

 

Guided Discussion on 
“Meaning”  

January 12 & 19 

 

For two consecutive Sundays, 

Chris Kane will be leading a 

discussion on spiritual growth in 

our postmodern world and the 

idea of “meaning”. Drawing 

from Man’s Search for 

Meaning by Viktor Fankl and 

other source materials, we will 

look at scripture and today’s 

culture and society to explore 

how meaning can influence 

spiritual growth.  

Once worship is over grab some 

hot coffee and goodies and then 

head to Room One at 11:30 A.M. 

for the class.   

7 

 

The 12 Days of 
Christmas  

Advent 
Sunrise Lectio 

Divina 

 

On Thursday 

mornings we will continue gathering in the sanctuary 

narthex at 7:00 A.M. to listen for God’s still small 

voice through a spiritual practice called Lectio Divina, 

which simply translated means “divine reading”. The 

text selected by the leader will reflect a portion of a 

text to be used for the upcoming Sunday.  As we 

gather, we will still our bodies and quiet our minds as 

we listen deeply for the stirrings of the Holy One 

among us. Every morning when we gather the Spirit 

gifts us with new insights, as we willingly open our 

lives to the movement of the Holy One among us. Here 

are the final two dates for our Sunrise Advent/

Christmas Season. 

Thursday, January 2nd   

 Romans 12:1-3 and Philippians 2:5-8 

Thursday, January 9th  

 Ezekiel 36:26-28 and Matthew 9:35-36 

 

The next Sunrise series will be held during the season 

of Lent and start on Thursday, February 28, 2020.  

 

Eric Law’s basic premise is this: If God owns everything and God gives 

abundantly, then we are not to keep God’s resources. We are to recirculate 

God’s resources, thus using God’s blessings to create even more blessings.   

Recall a time when the sharing of your God given resources created 

blessings for others as well as for yourself. This is God’s abundance at 

work! Throughout this coming month pay attention to God’s abundant 

resources available to you and to our church and consider how you might recirculate them!  

(Continued from page 4) 
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Before 

 

 

ZACHARY NEUFELD, PH.D. 

  

I just thought I would let you know that yesterday (12/12/2019) Zach 

successfully defended his dissertation for his Ph.D in music 

composition from UCLA, and was honored by the Chair of the 

committee with the appellation Dr. Neufeld. There are (of course) 

finishing touches to accomplish, but he is now officially a Ph.D.  

  

First Presbyterian Church of Redlands was instrumental in moving Zach along to this goal, by 

giving him a place to hone skills that he would need in the accomplishment of this great goal. 

Thanks to everyone in the music program and church staff from the bottom of my heart for 

taking Zach (and me) into your hearts, and giving him the encouragement to move forward to 

his goal. 

 Dennis Neufeld 

NOTES OF GRATITUDE 

In November, our Outreach sent a gift to Friends of 

Forman Christian College in the am ount of 

$3,700.  Forman is a cause dear to the hearts of  

many  in our church family.  

Rev. Samuel A. Schreiner III, Executive Director of 

the college writes: “Thank you for your recent gift of 

$3,700 to support our students and staff at Forman 

Christian College. Our model of interfaith education 

guided by our motto ‘by love serve one another,’ is 

transforming lives and serving in the manner of the 

Prince of Peace. For all of us at Friends of Forman, I say thank you for your partnership with 

this ministry. 

 

Family Service Association of 

Redlands  has com e to depend on 

FPCR’s  generous support and they 

never fail to express their gratitude.  In 

November we supported their efforts to 

help those who lost their homes in the 

Calimesa wildfire with a donation of 

$1,000.   
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PROPERTY AND FINANCE UPDATE 

 

 

 

Sanctuary Ad Hoc Committee 

 The committee met with Sanders Architects on Thursday, December 12th and the concept 

was received with excitement. 

 The redesign work will be an iterative process consistent with the original sanctuary 

architecture. 

 

Vine Street Project  

 The electrical conduits are in place for park lighting and the light poles have been selected. 

The rough sprinkling pipes as well as the irrigation system are in place as well. The lot had 

been regraded and now has multiple holes for where the trees will be planted!  

 We are awaiting quotes on the Pergola, which will be over a seating area and the three 

distinct trellis entrances.  

 We have received donations totaling $100,000. This means we have $50,000 to go to 

reach our goal of $150,000, to fund a ll the elements of the new  Vine Str eet 

Community Park for our church and our community. 

 

Flat Roofs 

 The flat roofs held in our most recent rain storms including the Thanksgiving deluge with 

minor repairs. The committee is activity seeking commercial roof bids for the JKH flat roofs 

and the sanctuary flat roof, which is above the narthex.  

 

Annual Memorandums of Understanding (MOUS) were Reviewed and Approved 

 All annual MOU’s were reviewed and rates adjusted as needed based on usage. Annual 

MOU’s were also approved by Session on December 16, 2019.  

 

Direct any questions you might have about Property and Finance issues to the Moderator, 

Shirley Harry or  Pastor Cheryl.  



 

 

 

 

Session Highlights—December 2019 

 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held 

the regularly scheduled Stated Session Meeting on Monday, December 16, 2019 and took the 

following actions at the meeting:  

 Received the Financial Report for the month ending November 30, 2019: 

 Total Income:   $   42,131.95  ($13,000 memorial donation  included) 

Total Expenditures:  $  24,384.21   

Excess Income/Expenses: $   17,747.74   

 Balance in General Account:  $168,992.78   

 

 Welcomed new FPCR leaders, attending as visitors for the Stated Session Meeting:  Chris 

Kane, newly elected to the Board of Deacons, Class of 2022; and Grace Baldwin, Todd 

Hunter, and Lusiana Kartawidjaja, all newly elected Ruling Elders, serving on Session as 

the Class of 2022. 

 Approved, with regret, the removal of fifteen (15) members from the FPCR Membership 

Roll as of December 31, 2019.  These members have received numerous contacts (phone 

calls, home visits, and/or letters) from the Pastor and/or the Clerk of Session, have not 

responded to communications, are not attending services, and are not actively involved in 

the work of FPCR.  The Clerk of Session will write a letter to each of the fifteen members, 

informing them of the Session action. 

 Approved, with modification, the Property & Finance Committee recommendation for the 

proposed 2020 FPCR Budget. 

 Approved, with modification, the Property & Finance Committee recommendation for the 

annual Memorandums of Understanding (MOUs) with FPCR renters (Agape, Redlands 

Indonesian SDA, Redlands Camera Club, Alcoholics Anonymous, Champion Youth, 

Presbytery of Riverside, Town & Country African Violet Club, and The Well).   

 Approved the Property & Finance Committee recommendation for the Facility Usage Fees 

for 2020. 

 Approved the Worship Committee recommendation for the dates for the Sacrament of 
Holy Communion for 2020. 

 Agreed that the January Stated Session Meeting will be on the fourth Monday, January 27, 
2020. 
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Save the Date! 

February, 9, 2020 – After Worship in John Knox Hall 

 

We will gather as a whole church in the sanctuary for worship and then move into John 

Knox Hall to enjoy our usual snacks before our Annual Congregational Meeting convenes, 20 

minutes after the conclusion of our worship service. A quorum of the congregation is required 

for the meeting, which is 10% of the membership. Of course, the hope is for participation that 

far exceeds this minimum!   

 

On February 9, 2020, we will be conducting the following business: 

1. Receive the Annual Report for the Congregation and answer any questions you may have 

about it, including a presentation of the 2020 budget. 

2. Electing at Large Members of the Nominating Committee 

3. Other business could be conducted, according to the limitations noted above, but at this 

point none is planned! 

Hopefully, this will prepare all members for active engagement in our annual meeting. Annual 

meeting packets will be available prior to the congregational meeting for your review and 

preparation for the meeting.  
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Children and Youth Corner 

Sunday Morning Children’s Worship and Education 

Here is the schedule for our nursery, children and youth:   

 Every Sunday the Nursery is available for our wee ones from 9:30 A.M. to 11:30 A.M. 

 If you would like childcare at other times for choir or adult education offering, 

 please let the office know in advance; 

 Every Sunday of the month there are coloring supplies available from our ushers for 

 children. 

Here is what is happening in January 2020: 

 January 5th – All Church Worship with children staying in worship 

 January 12th 

 Gayle Timilione and Sereena Shahid - Elementary 

 Wilson Kayange and college students – Youth 

 January 19th 

 Christine Evans and Rochelle Rager – Elementary 

 Wilson Kayange and college students – Youth 

 January 26th – Lesson by Stars of Tomorrow Theater Group 

 

 Sunday Evenings 

On January 12th, 19th and 26th at 5:30 P.M., middle and high school youth gather to study 

God’s Word, as lead by Wilson Kayange and our college students.   

  

Winter Camp for Junior High and High School Students is being held at Big 

Bear Lake Christian Camp and Conference Center from March 20 through March 22, 

2020. Let us know if you have youth that would like to attend! Save the date to join other 

students from around our Presbytery for a weekend of holy fun!  
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 Homelessness in Redlands 2020 Point-In-Time 

Count—January 23, 2020 

 Every year in January a survey is taken to count homeless persons living 

throughout the City of Redlands. This effort will help promote government 

and private grant funding and other resources for local communities, such 

as Redlands, to help people exit life on the streets and prevent 

homelessness. The count is part of a countywide effort that takes place on the fourth Thursday 

in January.  

Join Pastor Cheryl in participating in the Point-in-Time Homeless Count on Thursday, 

January 23, 2020, as she is already registered. If you are interested please talk to Pastor 

Cheryl, as it requires an early start time (6:00 A.M.) on January 23rd and plenty of layered 

warm clothes! You must be able to walk comfortably at least a mile to perform the count. Last 

year we were finished with our assigned area by 8:30 A.M. There is also required training that 

will take place on Thursday, January 16, 2019 at 6:30 P.M.  The training and the Point-in Time 

check-in takes place at the Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints (LDS Church) 

located at 350 S. Wabash Ave., Redlands, CA 92374.    If you are ready to register then go to 

the county website for this year's volunteering:  www.sbcounty.gov/sbchp.  

 
Christmas Eve Service   

December 24, 2019 

http://www.sbcounty.gov/sbchp


First Presbyterian 

Church of Redlands 

Living the heart & mind 

of Christ at the heart of 

the city 

The mission of the First 

Presbyterian Church of 

Redlands is to grow 

spiritually with the 

community by sharing 

the love of Jesus Christ 

with all who seek to 

know God through 

worship, prayer, 

fellowship, and 

evangelism. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF REDLANDS 

An inclusive Community 

of Faith, Living the Heart 

and Mind of Christ at the 

Heart of the City 

 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

First Presbyterian 
Church of Redlands 

 
100 Cajon Street 
P.O. Box 2009 

Redlands CA 92373 
 

(909) 793-2839 
FPCRedlands@gmail.com 

www.FPCRedlands.org 
 

Return Service 

Requested 

Save Postage + 

Save Paper = 

Save $$ 

We are pleased to share our newsletter with you and we 

welcome your comments! 

You may also view this newsletter on our web site. Go to 

www.fpcredlands.org and then click on The Messenger 

tab at the top of the page. 


