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The Messenger
The Pastor’s Corner
MAKING ROOM
Did you know that Advent marks the beginning of the church year?
Advent lays before us the foundation of our faith for the year to come as we
remember, retell and celebrate the whole drama of God’s revelation. The
mystery of the Word becoming flesh is remembered. We retell the miracle of
God pitching a tent among us. We celebrate the birth of a babe wrapped in
swaddling clothes. Each year it seems that a new facet of the drama may
draw our attention.
What part of the story will draw your attention this year? Will it be
the star-struck shepherds, or Mary as she treasured the words she heard in
her heart? Will it be the dream that prompted Joseph to risk taking Mary as
his wife, or Mary boldly challenging the angel before she partners with the
Holy One saying, “Let it be with me according to your word.” What will draw
your attention this year as you embark on this Advent journey?

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Birthdays………………......2
Worship Schedule ....... ..3
Contemplative Corner… 4
Calendar….………..……....5
Property & Finance..…...9
Session Highlights.......10
Advent Devotionals…...11
Kids Corner ................ 12

SESSION MEMBERS

When I imagined myself at different points in the story as I
prepared for this season, I was struck by the level of risk waged. Mary risked
everything. Joseph risked his reputation and family relationships. The
shepherds risked the wrath of their employer by going off route. The magi
risked their wealth as well as their lives. The innkeeper didn’t even realize
his offered hospitality was risky, if Herod had found out. I wonder what risks
you are willing to take this Advent Season?

 Moses Bakhsh

Are you willing to risk a couple of hours of your time to volunteer in
a new way? Are you willing to risk establishing a new relationship with
someone in our community? Are you willing to risk reconciling with
someone you may be estranged from? Are you willing to risk stepping into a
new leadership role? What are you are willing to risk for the sake of the
Christ Child whose birth we anticipate?

 Lori Zak

In the midst of this overcrowded and busy season, a risk I would like
us all to take is to make more room to be intentionally present to God. Risk
(Continued on page 6)

 Sue Teele
 Marcia Fagan—Clerk
of Session
 Harry Muaya
 Monica Frederick

 Luann Bangsund
 Ann Platz
 Richard Jones
 Al Polchow
 Shirley Harry
 Jim Appleton

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN MONTHLY BOOK CLUB
On the 5th of December, at 7:00 P.M.
Luann Bangsund will host the discussion
of Norwegian by Night by Derek B. Miller.
Monica will lead the meeting.
The FPC Book Club welcomes bibliophiles
and casual readers alike. Not your typical,
stuffy, church book club, this group reads
fiction, non-fiction, spiritual, and secular
books chosen from an eclectic range of
genres. All selections, recommended and
chosen by group members, are guaranteed
to broaden your world view while keeping
you entertained through the long winter
nights ahead.

December 1

Zachary Emmanuel

December 2

Norman Hamada

December 4

Zyana Mariam Medlicott

December 6

Daniel Pew

December 6

Sylvia Tendean

December 10

Jonas Sirait

December 12

Simone Alfred

December 13

Ria Margaretha Gurring
(Purba)
Lina F. Tan

December 15

Anmol Sanchez

December 16

Joseph Timilione

December 20

Paula Mawei
(Kembuan)
Tiurlan Entelind
Pasaribu

December 20

December 14
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December 22

Joseph B. Mall

December 23

Ronald I. Duvall

December 25

Carol M. Luebbe

December 27

Ben Hamada

December 28

Veta Arnold

December 29

Lynn Phelps

December 29

Rochelle Rager

DECEMBER
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
December 1, 2019

1st Sunday of
Advent – Hope

All Church Sunday with Communion
First Reading
Second Reading
The Message

Jeremiah 33:14-16
Matthew 3:1-3
Deepen Our Longing

December 8, 2019

2nd Sunday of
Advent – Peace

First Reading
Second Reading
The Message

Isaiah 11:1-2, 6
Luke 1:67-68, 77-79
Vessels of Peace

December 15, 2019

3rd Sunday of
Advent – Joy

First Reading

1 Thessalonians
5:16 -22
Luke 1:46-53
Joyous Expectations

Second Reading
The Message
December 22, 2019

4th Sunday of
Advent – Love

First Reading
Second Reading
Message

Psalm 80:3-7, 17-19
Matthew 1:18-25 The
Love Flows

December 24, 2018 5:00 PM All Church
Christmas Eve – Grace
First Reading
Second Reading
Third Reading
The Message
December 25, 2019

‘Tis the Season
Scrip Preorders
As you consider your Christmas plans,
remember that you can preorder scrip for
Christmas gifts for family members, friends,
colleagues and even the non-profit of your
choice. All scrip orders raise additional money
for Christian Education beyond what is annually
budgeted. This past year Scrip funds helped
recognize our students and teachers, helped
Wilson Kayange attend further training as a
teacher, and contributed $1,500 of income to
the general budget. See Lori Uber-Zak or Terry
Zeidler if you would like to preorder your
holiday script.

Luke 2:1-20
Isaiah 64:1-5a, 8
Isaiah 9:2, 6-7a
Among Us Now
5:00 P.M.

Christmas Worship and Fellowship in the
Indonesian Language
December 29, 2019 1st Sunday of
Christmas
Rev. Steve Shullenberger
In December, Indonesian Language
Worship Services will be held Sunday
Evenings at 5:00 P.M. on December 8,
15, 22, and 29.

Staff Whereabouts
Pastor Cheryl will be out of the office from
Christmas Day through New Year’s Day. Judy
will be enjoying a holiday from December 25th
through 29th. The office will be closed.
Happy holidays to all!
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What’s Happening on our Campus
REV High School w ill h old th eir w in ter choir
concert in the sanctuary on Friday, December 6, at 5:00 P.M.
Cakra Nelwan’s music students w ill hold a r ecital on
Saturday, December 7, at 2:00 P.M.
Redlands Thanksgiving Church w ill host th eir
mother church in a worship service and fellowship Saturday,
December 14, in the sanctuary and John Knox Hall.
Stars of Tomorrow w ill be offer ing a d r am a cam p in
our upstairs classrooms the week of December 16, with a
show in JKH on Friday, December 20.
Thrive Single Moms w ill be m eetin g in C -5 and the
adjacent office on Sunday, December 22, at 1:30 P.M.

Regular Gatherings
The Town & Country African Violet Club, m eets in C1 on the third Monday of the month, from 10:30 A.M. until
1:30 P.M.
The Presbytery of Riverside, w h ich h as per m an ent
office space in the Christian Ed building, occasionally holds
meetings in C-1 and JKH.
The Redlands Camera Club holds th eir bi-monthly
meetings in John Knox Hall on the first and third Mondays
of the month from 6:00—9:00 P.M.
Agape House of Praise m eets her e in C-1, weekly on
Saturday evenings, between 5:00 –9:00 P.M.
Redlands Indonesian Seventh Day Adventist Church
holds a worship service and fellowship in our hall on
Saturdays, 9:00 A.M.—5:00 P.M.
A chapter of Alcoholics Anonymous m eets in C- 1,
every Wednesday evening, at 7:00 P.M.
Redlands Thanksgiving Church m eets her e in the
sanctuary and C-1, 1:30—3:30 P.M., on Sundays; in C-1,
Tuesdays, 10:00—noon; and in C-1 on Saturdays, 6:30—
8:30 A.M.
Young Champions hold s a self-defense class in JKH, on
Wednesday nights, 5:00—7:00 P.M.
Citizens Church holds a m usic pr actice on
Thursdays, from 6:30—8:30 P.M. in JKH, or on Tuesday
when they hold a praise service in the hall, and youth
activities in Classroom 2, on the first Thursday of the month,
from 5:00—9:00 P.M.
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CONTEMPLATIVE
CORNER
Reflecting on God’s
presence in our lives
Praying the Psalms
Prayers of Worship
by Pastor Cheryl
In a culture that
espouses the
primacy of selfsufficiency, we
are reticent to
offer reverence
or submission to
anything or
anyone. Yet,
that is exactly
what we are called to do as we worship
the Lord. The psalmist says, “O come,
let us worship and bow down, let us
kneel before the Lord, our Maker!” The
Hebrew verb to worship suggests a
costly offering, more than mere words
can offer. It means “to bow down
before someone,” often with your face
to the ground. Mark Roberts writes,
“True worship involves submitting our
whole selves to God, with reverence
and devotion.”
As we conclude praying through the
Psalms this year, explore Worship
Psalms 95 and 96. Allow the phrases
and words, the images and metaphors
to penetrate deeply into your soul. If
you are physically able, try kneeling or
bowing or even lying prostrate before
the Lord as you pray these Psalms.
Notice how changing you posture feels
as you worship and pray. Whatever
posture you choose, eyes closed and
hands folded or arms raised and face
skyward, acknowledge that God is the
Creator and that you are one of the
created. Worship the Lord through
these Psalms, reverently submitting
your whole self to God.

DECEMBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT FPC REDLANDS
Sunday
1
1st Sunday of
Advent

Monday

9

10:00 a.m.
English Worship
5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language Worship
5:45 p.m.
Youth Activities
15

16

10:00 a.m.
English Worship
5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language Worship
5:45 p.m.
Youth Activities

6:30 p.m.
Session

22

23

10:00 a.m.
English Worship
5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language
Worship
5:45 p.m.
Youth Activities

3

Wednesday 4 Thursday 5

10

11

Friday

6

7:00 a.m.
Sunrise
10:00 a.m.
Deacons
7:00 p.m.
Book Club

Church Office
Closed

12

13

7:00 a.m.
Sunrise

Church Office
Closed

Saturday 7

10:00 a.m.
Knitting
Companions

5:15 p.m.
Property &
Finance

5:30 p.m.
Outreach

17

18

19

20

1:30 p.m.
Wenonah Circle
5:30 p.m.
Outreach

7:00 a.m.
Sunrise
9:30 a.m.
Christian Ed.
11:00 a.m.
Sarah Circle

Church Office
Closed

14

21

7:00 p.m.
Eve Circle

10:00 a.m.
English Worship
5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language
Worship
5:45 p.m.
Youth Activities
29

Tuesday

4:00 p.m.
Worship
Committee

10:00 a.m.
All Church
Worship Service &
Congregational
Meeting
8

2

30

24

25

26

5:00 p.m.
All Church
Christmas Eve
Service

Christmas Day Church Office
Office Closed
Closed

27

28

Church Office
Closed

31
New Year’s Eve

5

(Continued from page 1)

2020 is on the Horizon
Living the Heart and Mind of Christ
at the Heart of the City
On Monday, December 16, 2019 the Session will
finalize our financial plans for 2020. On
Commitment Sunday, November 17, 2019 we
received numerous commitments for 2020.
Everyone was asked to consider two different types
of commitments: finances and time. The
commitment of time relates to developing at least
one new relationship with someone within the
church that you do not yet know or with an
individual from the community. It will be exciting to
hear stories of people you meet in 2020. The
cumulative commitments of finances will help the
Session prudently plan for the coming year. If you
have not had a chance to offer your 2020
commitment, you will find cards in the narthex.
Please fill them out and submit them to the office or
through the offering plate. Together we can make a
difference!

The Pastor’s Corner

finding a rhythm that
allows you to enjoy the
simplicity of just being
present to God. Risk
making room for listening
to God, rather than just
speaking to God. Risk
spending time with the
word by rereading the
miracle of God’s revelation over and over
again from the Gospels of Matthew, Luke and
the Epilogue of John, while noting that Mark
jumps into the story as the scroll of Isaiah is
fulfilled when John the Baptist preaches a
baptism of repentance.
Making room may just offer you a
fresh perspective on this well-worn story told
every December. Making room helps us
remember that we worship a living God, one
who makes all things possible, all things new.
Willing to risk,
Pastor Cheryl

Christmas Eve Worship
December 24, at 5:00 P.M.
Gather family and friends together and make your way
to the church at 5:00 P.M. on Christmas Eve to
celebrate the birth of the Christ Child. We will tell the
story, enjoy beautiful music, sing beloved Christmas
hymns, and listen to a Christmas Meditation entitled, Among us Now.
On Christmas Eve, all children present are invited to choose appropriate headgear – shepherd, angel or
a crown – as they enter the sanctuary. As the Christmas story is read, encourage your child or children to
come forward according to the headgear they have chosen. As they come forward, they may bring a gift
of canned food to lay at the feet of Mary and Joseph. If you happened to forget to bring a can of food, a
wrapped can of food will be available for your child to bring forward.
We look forward to welcoming all who enter our doors to receive, once again, the wonder and incredible
awe of Emmanuel, the Christ Child, among us even now.
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Advent
Sunrise Lectio
Divina

Adult Faith
Formation
Sunday, December 8 &
15, after the 10:00
Worship Service
Enjoy a bite to eat, some
conversation, and a cup of coffee
after the service, in John Knox Hall;
and then head over to Room One at
11:30 A.M. for an Adult Faith
Formation Class.
During the Season of Advent, we
are focusing on making room for
the God whom we worship. We will
be exploring some contemplative
ways that might help us make room
during this often over-scheduled
season as well as throughout the
year. Jane Vennard defines
contemplation as “striving to
understand and experience God.”
Come and experience some
spiritual practices that you can
incorporate in your daily routines to
be more attuned to experiencing
God’s presence throughout each
day.

On Thursday mornings
we will be gathering in
the sanctuary narthex
at 7:00 A.M. to listen
for God’s still small voice through a spiritual practice called
Lectio Divina, which simply translated means “divine
reading”. The text selected by the leader will reflect a
portion of a text to be used for the upcoming Sunday. As we
gather, we will still our bodies and quiet our minds as we
listen deeply for the stirrings of the Holy One among us.
Every morning when we gather, the Spirit gifts us with new
insights, as we willingly open our lives to the movement of
the Holy One among us. Come and join us on Thursday
mornings.
Here are the dates:
December 5

Isaiah 11:1-2, 6 and Luke 1:67-68, 77-79

December 12

I Thessalonians 5:16-22 and Luke 1:46-53

December 19

Psalm 80:3-7, 17-19 and Matthew 1:18-25

January 2

Romans 12:1-3 and Philippians 2:5-8

January 9

Proverbs 3:3, 4:23 and Ephesians 3:14-21

As we prepare to celebrate the truth of Emmanuel - God
with us - we invite you to explore your deepest longings for
God with us.

Support our Veterans
The Clay Hunt Suicide Prevention 5K Walk
will be held on Saturday, December 7. You
can register to participate at Eventbrite at
https://tinyurl.com/Y5RCZEZ7
Check with Monica Frederick for more info.

Walk on December 7th
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Hooray! No more potholes, puddles, or cracks!

Before

After

8

PROPERTY AND FINANCE UPDATE


The parking lot reconstruction and re-striping was completed
November 9th. Our handicap parking spaces and signs are also now up
to current codes. You might have noticed that a new sign is required at
the entry to our parking lot.



The total cost was $33,799.63 which was under the $35,000 approved by the Session on Monday,
October 21st.

Sanctuary HVAC Project


The project is complete and the final payment of $57,183.75 was issued on November 21, 2019.



All systems – heating and air conditioning – are functioning properly and being fine tuned as
weather permits.



The loan payment of $1027.13 is being made monthly.

Vine Street Project


The electrical conduits are in place for park lighting. The rough sprinkling pipes as well as the
irrigation system is still under construction. Once all these are completed, the lot will be regraded.



We have received donations totaling $100,000! This means we have about $50,000 to go to reach
our goal of $150,000, to fu nd a ll th e elem ents of the new Vine Str eet Com m u n ity Pa r k
for our church and our community.

Sanctuary Ad Hoc Committee


The committee met with Sanders Architects on Thursday, November 7 th. In addition to church
members, the following community members participated in the discussion: Paul Ideker, Redlands
Symphony; Travis Martinez, Deputy Chief—Operations; Joe Modica, Director of Music and Interim
Dean of Music University of Redlands; and Didi Pelev, from Stars of Tomorrow. The conversation
was rich as ideas for potential use of the sanctuary, beyond worship, were shared with the
architectural team.



The redesign work will be an iterative process consistent with the original sanctuary architecture.

Roof Repairs


The committee is actively seeking commercial roof repair bids for the JKH flat roofs and the
sanctuary flat roof, which is above the narthex. You might have noticed the water damage in the
ceiling of JKH and also in one of our upstairs classrooms. The first rain storm indicates that some of
this work may need to be done sooner rather than later. It was also noted during the rainy season
that water was pooling on the sanctuary roofs. Temporary repairs have been made, but the roofs will
need our attention.

If you have any questions or concerns about facility issues, please ask Shirley Harry, Moderator of
Property and Finance, or Pastor Cheryl.
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Session Highlights—November 2019
The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held the regularly scheduled Stated Session
Meeting on Monday, November 18, 2019 and took the some actions at the meeting:


Received the Financial report for the month of October, 2019

Other actions were taken and we will report those to you in next month’s newsletter.
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The Season of Advent
Daily Devotionals
During the season of Advent and Christmas the weekly devotionals will become daily devotionals, from
December 1st through January 6th. The candles of this Advent season will be Hope, Peace, Joy, Love and
Presence. Th ese candles w ill be our guides as w e deep en o ur lo nging for th e Go d w ho m
we worship through music and scripture each Sunday as well as through the daily devotionals.
In this oft, over-scheduled season I will be challenging us to just breathe as we take time to make room
for the Spirit of God to reach deeply into our lives. As Saint Theophan the Recluse once said,
“Everywhere and always God is with us, near to us and in us. But we are not always with [God], since we
do not remember [God].” During the seasons of Advent and Christmas that will unfold before us, I am
going to invite you to make room to remember God in your heart and mind throughout each day. May
we learn anew that everywhere and always God is with us.

First Week of Advent
The Candle for the first week of Advent is HOPE, as we begin to
prepare our hearts, our minds, and our spirits for Emmanuel.
Throughout the season will be singing the hymn entitled, There
is a Longing in My Heart, by Anne Quigley. The refrain of this
hymn speaks of the hope we have in God, “There is a longing in
our hearts, O Lord for you to reveal yourself to us. There is a
longing in our hearts for the love we only find in you, our God.”
As we begin our Advent journey, I trust that God will reveal
God’s self to us. The scripture passages that will guide us this
week are from Jeremiah 33:14-16 and Matthew 3:1-3.

Second Week of Advent
The Candle for the second week of Advent is PEACE. “By the
tender mercy of our God the dawn from on high will break upon
us… to guide our feet in the way of peace.” Our world is fraught
with violence and in need of peace. Our own lives may be in
turmoil and in need of deep peace. Peace is far more than the
absence of war. As we long for God to reveal God’s peace to us,
make room for peace in your life. Take a deep breath and be still.
Drink in the beauty of the gift of life and the natural creation all
around us. By the tender mercy of our God, peace is possible
even in the midst of this hectic season. The scripture passages
that will guide us this week are from Isaiah 11:1-2, 6 and Luke
1:67-68, 77-79.
(Continued on page 13)
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Children and Youth Corner
Sunday Morning Children’s Worship and Education
Following is the schedule for our nursery, children and youth:


Every Sunday the Nursery is available for our wee ones from 9:30 A.M. to 11:30 A.M. If you would
like childcare at other times for choir or adult education offering, please let the office know in
advance;



Every Sunday of the month there are coloring supplies available from our ushers for children.

This is what is happening in December 2019:


December 1st – All Church Worship with children creating Advent Chains in the narthex



December 8th
Gayle Timilione and Sereena Shahid - Elementary
Wilson Kayange and college students – Youth: The Peaceable Kingdom



December 15th
Christine Evans and Rochelle Rager – Elementary
Wilson Kayange and college students – Youth: John the Baptist



December 22nd – Children and Youth are Singing in Church and worshipping with everyone this
Sunday before Christmas



December 29th - Lesson by Stars of Tomorrow

Sunday Evenings
On December 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th at 5:30 P.M., middle and high school youth gather to study
God’s Word, as lead by Wilson Kayange and our college students.
Save the Dates:
The Stars of Tomorrow Children’s Theater are holding their Christmas Break Musical Camp on our
Campus from December 16 through 20, 2019, from 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. Their performance will be
Friday, December 20th at 1:00 P.M.
Winter Camp for Junior High and High School Students is b eing held at B ig B ear Lak e
Christian Camp and Conference Center from March 20 through March 22, 2020. Save the date to join
other students from around our Presbytery for a weekend of holy fun!
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(Continued from page 11)

Third Week of Advent
The Candle for the third week of Advent is JOY. “My soul
magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.”
What causes your soul to magnify the Lord? Is it beautiful music
or the colors at sunrise? Is it the laughter of friends or the
companionship of a pet? What makes your soul sing and give
thanks? Julian of Norwich penned these words during the dark
days of the Black Depth that swept through England: “God wants
our souls to be occupied joyfully with God’s grace. For we are
God’s bliss, for God delights in us without end, and so, by God’s
grace, will we delight in God.” Joy is possible even in the midst of
the darkest of days, “for God delights in us without end.” The
scripture passages that will guide us this week are from 1
Thessalonians 5:16-22 and Luke 1:46-53.

Fourth Week of Advent
The Candle for the fourth week of Advent is LOVE. “The
important thing is not to think much, but to love much; and so,
do that which best stirs you to love,” wrote Teresa of Avila. What
best stirs you to love? Do you know? Do you know what causes
love to flow freely from you to others? Unfortunately, judgments
and criticisms seem to flow more naturally for us than love. So, as
we enter the final days before Christmas, reflect on what best
stirs you to love and then let love flow through you to bless
others. The scripture passages that will guide us this week are
from Isaiah 64:1-5a, 8 and Isaiah 9:2, 6-7.

Save the Date—January 23, 2020
Homelessness in Redlands 2020 Point-In-Time Count
Every year in January a survey is taken to count homeless persons living
throughout the City of Redlands. This effort will help promote government
and private grant funding and other resources for local communities, such as
Redlands, to help people exit life on the streets and prevent homelessness.
Join Pastor Cheryl in participating in the Point-in-Time Homeless Count on
Thursday, January 23, 2020; she is already registered. If you are interested, please talk to Pastor Cheryl,
as it requires an early start time (6:00 A.M.) on January 23rd and plenty of layered warm clothes! You
must be able to walk comfortably at least a mile to perform the count. Last year we were finished with
our assigned area by 8:30 A.M. If you are ready to register, then go to the county website for this year's
volunteering: www.sbcounty.gov/sbchp.
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First Presbyterian
Church of Redlands
Living the heart & mind
of Christ at the heart of
the city
The mission of the First
Presbyterian Church of
Redlands is to grow
spiritually with the
community by sharing
the love of Jesus Christ
with all who seek to
know God through
worship, prayer,
fellowship, and
evangelism.

First Presbyterian
Church of Redlands
100 Cajon Street
P.O. Box 2009
Redlands CA 92373
(909) 793-2839
FPCRedlands@gmail.com
www.FPCRedlands.org
Return Service
Requested

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF REDLANDS
An inclusive Community
of Faith, Living the Heart
and Mind of Christ at the
Heart of the City

Save Postage +
Save Paper =
Save $$
We are pleased to share our newsletter with you and we
welcome your comments!
You may also view this newsletter on our web site. Go to
www.fpcredlands.org and then click on The Messenger
tab at the top of the page.

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

