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The Pastor’s Corner
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE

With the Super Bowl just around the corner, the term “Monday
morning quarterbacking,” comes to mind. This phrase is used to
describe someone who passes judgment on and criticizes something
after an event has happened. I imagine there will be a lot of that
happening on Monday, February 3rd, especially by the fans of the
team that lost. It’s often easy to see how something could have been
done differently after the fact. But, we don’t live after the fact. We live
in the present moment.
As we enter this second month of the New Year, your leadership team
will be gathering on Saturday, February 8th to set goals for 2020 as
well as reflect on the year that has ended. As we review the goals we
set for ourselves last year as a leadership board, I imagine there will
be a bit of Monday morning quarterbacking going on. We will
probably notice that we could have done somethings differently or
that we didn’t accomplish somethings we set out to do. Reviewing
and critiquing the past year will be important, but only if it helps us
develop stronger leadership skills for our future.
As you reflect on the past year in your own life, what have you done
well? Where has God used you to make a difference in the lives of
others? What could you have done differently or what did you leave
undone that God may still be calling you to do? Taking the time to
reflect on our past, is a necessary practice if we are going to continue
to grow as faithful disciples of Christ.
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 Marcia Fagan—Clerk
of Session

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN MONTHLY BOOK CLUB
On the 6th of February, at 7:00 P.M.
Grace Baldwin will lead the
discussion of The Tea Girl of
Hummingbird Lane, by Lisa See.
Dick and Mary Lou Jones will host
the meeting.
“The Tea Girl of Hummingbird
Lane is a powerful story about
circumstances, culture, and
distance which paints an
unforgettable portrait of a
little known region and its
people and celebrates the
bond of family.“*
In March the club will discuss
Summerland by Michael
Chabon. Ron Duvall will lead
the discussion and host the
meeting.
*Goodreads.com
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February 2

Sharoon Justine

February 2

Ranita Tarigan

February 3

Joula Kussoy

February 7

Shazeb Suhail

February 7

Chris Kane

February 8

Karen Dwight

February 9

DeAnne Morrison

February 10

Pervaiz Akhter

February 13

Linda Cotton

February 14

Todd Hunter

February 28

Sabina Justine

February 28

Elise Evans

FEBRUARY
WORSHIP SCHEDULE

February 2, 2020
Communion Sunday
First Reading

Ephesians 2:1-10

Second Reading

James 2:14-26

The Message

Nature of Faith

5:00 P.M. – Indonesian Language Service

February 9, 2020
All Church Worship Service and
Annual Congregation Meeting
First Reading

Matthew 15:10-18

Second Reading

James 3:1-12

The Message

In Need of Taming

February 16, 2020
First Reading

Deuteronomy 30:15-20

Second Reading

James 4:1-10

The Message

The Choice

5:00 P.M. – Indonesian Language Service

February 24, 2019
First Reading

Ephesians 6:18-20

Second Reading

James 5:13-18

The Message

Prayer of Faith

5:00 P.M. – Indonesian Language Service

Annual Congregational
Meeting
February 9, 2020 – After Worship
We will gather as a whole church in the
sanctuary for worship and then move into
John Knox Hall to enjoy an array of finger
food snacks before our Annual
Congregational Meeting convenes, twenty
minutes after the conclusion of our worship
service, but no later than 11:30 A.M.
A quorum of the congregation is required
for the meeting, which is 10% of the
membership. Of course, the hope is for
participation that far exceeds this
minimum!
What will we do at the annual meeting? We
will start with a song and a prayer and some
table sharing designed by Pastor Cheryl and
then we will conduct the following
business:
Receive the Annual Report for the
Congregation and answer any
questions you may have about it,
including a presentation of the 2020
budget. These reports will be
available on Sunday, February 2;
Elect at Large Members of the
Nominating Committee.
We will close the meeting with a prayer and
a blessing.
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What’s Happening on our
Campus
There will be a private family celebration in
JKH on Feb. 8, from 5:00– 10:00 P.M.
Thrive Single Moms w ill use C-1 on the
16th of February, 8:30-1:00 P.M.

HOLY CURRENCIES
Cycle of Blessings for Sustainability
Currency of Relationship

Regular Gatherings
The Town & Country African Violet
Club, m eets in C-1 on the third Monday of
the month, from 10:30 A.M. until 1:30 P.M.
The Presbytery of Riverside, w h ich h as
permanent office space in the Christian Ed
building, occasionally holds meetings in C-1
and JKH.
The Redlands Camera Club holds th eir
bi-monthly meetings in John Knox Hall on
the first and third Mondays of the month
from 6:00—9:00 P.M.
Agape House of Praise m eets her e in C1, weekly on Saturday evenings, between
5:00 –9:00 P.M.
Redlands Indonesian Seventh Day
Adventist Church holds a w or ship
service and fellowship in our hall on
Saturdays, 9:00 A.M.—5:00 P.M.
A chapter of Alcoholics Anonymous
meets in C- 1, every Wednesday evening, at
7:00 P.M.
Redlands Thanksgiving Church m eets
in the sanctuary and C-1, 1:30—3:30 P.M.,
on Sundays; in C-1, Tuesdays, 10:00—noon;
and in C-1 on Saturdays, 6:30—8:30 A.M.
Young Champions hold s a self-defense
class in JKH, on Wednesday nights, 5:00—
7:00 P.M.
Citizens Church holds a m usic pr actice
on Thursdays, from 6:30—8:30 P.M. in JKH,
or on Tuesday when they hold a praise
service in the hall, and youth activities in
Classroom 2, on the first Thursday of the
month, from 5:00—9:00 P.M.
The Well special edu cation m eets in C 1 and the kitchen, weekdays from 9:00 A.M.
—2:00 P.M. for lunch and related activities.
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What is a holy currency? It
is something that God
designs to flow; it is
something that moves and
is not stagnant. In the
cycle of blessings for
sustainability, developed
by Eric Law, there are six
holy currencies:
Relationship, Truth,
Wellness, Gracious Leadership, Time and Place,
and Money. Notice that when you heard the word
currency, the first word that probably popped into
your mind was money. Yet, this is the very last holy
currency that is discussed in Law’s book entitled,
Holy Currencies: 6 Blessings for Sustainable
Missional Ministries.
So, let’s take a look at the first currency:
relationship. The foundational belief for this first
currency is that we are all connected to God, the
one source of all life. Connected, we are all
siblings. We all belong to the one family of God.
Yet the challenge for the church, says Law, is to
refocus a church’s ministries on relationships
rather than on doing or providing, which we are all
pretty good at!
On Wednesday nights we provide the use of John
Knox Hall to Young Champions. Many young
families with their children are on our campus for
their children to attend self-defense classes. We
provide space. Young Champions provides dollars.
But, what if we invested in the currency of
(Continued on page 7)

FEBRUARY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT FPC REDLANDS
Sunday

2

Monday

3

10:00 a.m.
English Worship

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

4

5

6

7

8

10:00 a.m.
Deacons

9:30 a.m.
PW Coordinating
Team

4:00 p.m.
Worship
Committee

5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language Worship

7:00 p.m.
Book Club

10:00 a.m.
Knitting
Companions
Church Office
Closed

9

10

10:00 a.m.
All Church
Worship Service

11

12

6:15 p.m.
Property &
Finance

6:30 p.m.
Outreach

18

19
1:30 p.m.
Wenonah Circle
5:30 p.m.
Outreach

13

9:00 a.m.
Leadership
at Cutler

14

15

Church Office
Closed

LEaD
Event
at Calvary

20

21

22

9:30 a.m.
Christian Ed.
11:00 a.m.
Sarah Circle

Church Office
Closed

Annual Meeting

16
10:00 a.m.
English Worship
5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language
Worship
5:45 p.m.
Youth Activities

23
10:00 a.m.
English Worship

17
President’s
Day
6:30 p.m.
Session

7:00 p.m.
Eve Circle

24

25

26

27

12:00 p.m.

Ash Wednesday

7:00 a.m.
Sunrise

Bridge club

28

29

Church Office
Closed

5:00 p.m.
Indonesian
Language
Worship
5:45 p.m.
Youth Activities
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(Continued from page 1)

Do You Have a Green Thumb?
Our planters on the narthex patio are a mess! They
were last planted in October of 2015 and are way
past due for renovation.

If you have a knack for horticulture, maybe you
would enjoy helping with this project. Judy, our
church secretary, has volunteered to assist with
cuttings from her garden at home, and labor (after
office hours).
So, call the office if you would like to help improve
the campus landscaping.

October 2015

The Pastor’s Corner

As the leadership team
gathers, I know there will be
sparks of excitement for
what God has in store for us
as Vine Street Community
Park takes shape and
becomes a reality. The team
working with an architectural firm on the
potential redesign of our sanctuary, which
would welcome broader community
engagement, is a ray of hope as well. Our
new community endeavors through
Renew and Refresh and the Share
Ministry are engaging members in handson ministry. God is doing a new thing in
us and among us; do you not perceive it?
The leadership team of this church would
appreciate your thoughts, as they prepare
to gather in a couple of weeks. Take a
moment to reflect on this past year and
share your thoughts with an elder or
deacon. Spend time in prayer seeking
God’s wisdom for this New Year and share
these thoughts as well. The leadership of
our church is seeking to be faithful to the
Spirit of God at work in all of us together.
Help them with their work, as you share
your thoughts and insights knowing that
we are all works in progress!
In the short three years I have been your
lead pastor, I have seen God do some
amazing things through all of you. Let’s
catch each other growing in Christ and
give thanks! Let’s encourage one another
to step out in faith in a new endeavor.
Let’s trust that God’s Spirit at work within
us can accomplish more through us than
we can ask or even imagine; for with God
all things are possible.
Trusting God’s Spirit,
Pastor Cheryl
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(Continued from page 4)

Biblical Reading Challenge
Have You Read James Yet?
Pastor Cheryl is continuing her walk
through the Epistle of James every
Sunday in February and she
challenges all of us to read James
straight through in one sitting. Pay
attention to what you notice as you
read. Which teachings speak to you?
Which teachings trouble you? How
might God be speaking to you
through what you notice? And if
possible, read James in multiple
translations. You can visit the
website: www.biblegateway.com and
find a variety of translations of the
Bible.
James is a book of practical wisdom
for the living-out of our faith. Let us
continue to explore, through this
Epistle, practical ways of living the
heart and mind of Christ at the heart
of the city.

relationship? What if a couple of us
started to invest a couple of hours
on Wednesday nights to get to
know these families? What might
we learn about these families?
What might they learn about us?
How might God call us together in
a new way? We will never know unless we invest in the
currency of relationship.
I don’t think it is by accident that Law places the currency
of relationship first. Without investment in relationships,
both internally and externally, a church will eventually
die. Relationships are the medium by which we share the
good news of great joy that we celebrated just a month
ago on Christmas Eve. Or as Nicholas A. Christakis and
James H. Fowler explains, “Everything we do or say tends
to ripple through our relationships having an impact on
our friends, our friends’ friends, and even on our friends’
friends’ friends. So, whether we know it or not, our
relationships can spread goodness and blessings, or
destructiveness and curses,” writes Law.
What is the currency of relationship flowing through us?
Are we willing as a church to invest in the currency of
relationship with others by listening to their stories?
During February, pray for God’s guidance. Ask, “What
new relationship should I invest my time in?” May the
currency of relationship flow through us generously to
bless others as well as ourselves.

On behalf of Family Service Association of Redlands, I would like to thank you for your donation of
Harkins movie tickets. There is an increasing need for assistance and your support allows us to help
families during the holidays and for special events. Together we are making a difference in our
community.
Thank you,
Kyra Stewart, Executive Director
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YouthHope
Highlighting a Community Non-Profit, We
Support
9th Annual Benefit Dinner

Before

YouthHope is an organization that our mission dollars support.
If you have a heart for struggling teens, consider attending this
event. For YouthHope writes:

“YouthHope invites you to our 9th annual benefit dinner and
evening of awareness A Walk in Their Shoes happening
Thursday, March 5, 2020, with an awareness hour at 6
P.M. and dinner and program at 7 P.M. ($75 Individual or $500 for a table of 8).
This is a great opportunity to see how YouthHope positively impacts at risk youth in our community.
You will hear stories from young people whose lives have been touched by YouthHope.
You will also have the opportunity to support YouthHope through a silent auction, opportunity baskets,
and through donation cards. The dinner will take place at the Mitten Building located at 345 N. 5th
Street, in Redlands. Please R.S.V.P. by February 20, 2020, at www.youthhope.org.

The Gift of the Connectional
Church
Per Capita
We each have the opportunity to support the gift of the
Connectional Church. As of January 26th we have received
$1,506.00 towards our commitment of $6,804, which
represents $36.00 per member. Here is how this gift will
be distributed:
Presbytery

$24.20

Synod

$ 2.85

General Assembly

$ 8.95

Our gift is paid in six increments, which started in January.
Per capita exists as a way for all Presbyterians to share the costs that belong to the whole church. It
exists to allow the whole church to share equitably in those things that make us Presbyterian: our
theological identity; our connectedness; our system of mid councils that allow elders and ministers
together to discern the mind of Christ; our ecumenical connections that make us part of the church
universal; our core structures that keep us together as a church; and our call to work for full
participation in decision making as we further the mission of Jesus Christ around the world. What a
gift it is to know that we are in ministry with others!
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PROPERTY AND FINANCE UPDATE
Sanctuary Ad Hoc Committee


The committee met together on January 30th and are scheduled to met again with the Sanders
Architect on February 6th.



The redesign work will be an iterative process consistent with the original sanctuary architecture.

Vine Street Project


The trees are planted!



The Pergola and the three distinct trellis entrances are on order.



Final selection of benches, tables and trash cans are underway.



We have received donations totaling $101,700. This means we have less than $50,000 to go to
reach our goal of $150,000, to fu nd a ll the elem ents of th e n ew V in e Str eet
Community Park for our church and our community.

Flat Roofs


The committee is working with commercial roof companies to inspect and recommend work needed
for JKH flat roofs and the sanctuary flat roof, which is above the narthex.

Direct any questions you might have about Property and Finance issues to the Moderator, Shirley Harry
to Pastor Cheryl.
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Session Highlights—January 2020
Due to the late Session meeting this month, the report did not make it
into this issue of the newsletter. It will be included next month.
Instead you will be treated to some images of our church family!
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Leadership, Education, and Discipleship Training (LEaD)
February 22, 2020
Calvary Presbyterian Church
4495 Magnolia Avenue, Riverside CA 92504
Time: 9:00 A.M. to 12:00 P.M.

LEaD is an annual training
event designed to develop
and grow the knowledge and
skill of elders, deacons and
other congregational leaders
within our Presbytery.
This year the guest speaker
is Rev. Dr. Eric Law and the
topic is Holy Currencies,
which should sound
familiar!
Law writes, “For ministry to
be missional and
sustainable, money cannot
be the only currency at
work.”
Come and learn first hand
what our new monthly
article entitled “Holy
Currencies” is all about.
There will be workshops, a
keynote speaker and an
extended training session as
well. The cost is $5 for the
morning or $25 for the
whole day. You will need to
register by February 12,
2020 at
https://bit.ly/33RQLYy.
If you need help with
registration please talk with
Judy Tanner or Pastor
Cheryl, as they can help as
needed.
(Continued on page 13)
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Children and Youth Corner

On Sunday mornings:


Every Sunday the Nursery is available for our wee ones from 9:30 A.M. to 11:30 A.M. If you
would like childcare at other times, for choir or adult education offering, please let the office
know in advance.



Every Sunday of the month there are coloring supplies available from our ushers for children.



February 2, 2020 – Children and Youth stay in worship and receive communion.



February 9, 2020 – Sunday school is available for children and youth.



February 16, 2020 – Sunday school is available for children and youth.



February 23, 2020 – Bible through Theater by Stars of Tomorrow.

On Sunday evenings at 5:30 P.M ., m iddle an d h igh -school Indonesian youth gather to
study the Word, as led by Wilson Kayange.
Save the dates:


Winter Madness Middle and High School Camp fr om Fr iday, M ar ch 20 th through
Sunday, March 22nd. The camp with be held in Big Bear. More details to come!



Vacation Bible School (VBS), as w e par tn er o n ce again w ith Fir st United
Methodist Church. The dates this summer are Monday, July 20th through July 24th. The
time is 9:00 A.M. to noon, with paid child care available in the afternoon if needed. Children
aged 4-years-old through promoting 5th graders can participate in the VBS. Older youth can
volunteer to assist, so don’t count yourself out! If you would like to get involved in helping out,
let Pastor Cheryl know!
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University
of Redlands
Labyrinth
4:05 P.M. Every Monday
Are you committed to standing
with others seeking peace in our
city, nation and world? Then join
Chaplain John Walsh, Pastor
Cheryl and others, as they come
together every Monday at the
Labyrinth near the northwest
corner of the campus, between
Colton and Brockton, to share
words of encouragement with
fellow peacemakers.
Participants come from many faith
traditions, but all have a common
purpose and vision of peace in the
midst of our tumultuous world.

Adult Education
Classes
Dementia: Is it?
On Sundays, February 16 and 23, after
worship, Dr. Lori Uber-Zak, a board
certified neurologist, will present a
class on dementia and the aging brain.
This two lecture series will be a
practical treatise on the different
types of dementia (yes, there are more
than one), its diagnosis and
treatment. She will also discuss how
the loved ones can better cope with
this challenging disorder. Invite
others you know who may benefit
from this educational opportunity.
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First Presbyterian
Church of Redlands
Living the heart & mind
of Christ at the heart of
the city
The mission of the First
Presbyterian Church of
Redlands is to grow
spiritually with the
community by sharing
the love of Jesus Christ
with all who seek to
know God through
worship, prayer,
fellowship, and
evangelism.

First Presbyterian
Church of Redlands
100 Cajon Street
P.O. Box 2009
Redlands CA 92373
(909) 793-2839
FPCRedlands@gmail.com
www.FPCRedlands.org
Return Service
Requested

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF REDLANDS
An inclusive Community
of Faith, Living the Heart
and Mind of Christ at the
Heart of the City

Save Postage +
Save Paper =
Save $$
We are pleased to share our newsletter with you and we
welcome your comments!
You may also view this newsletter on our web site. Go to
www.fpcredlands.org and then click on The Messenger
tab at the top of the page.
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