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The Messenger
The Pastor’s Corner
WHAT HAS BEEN LIFE GIVING
INSIDE THIS ISSUE

March Madness has a whole new meaning this year and it had nothing to do
with college basketball. March was not what we expected and I doubt
whether April will be either. We don’t yet know when we will be able to
gather in person to worship again. We don’t know how this will impact us or
the ones we love. We don’t yet know the full impact of this worldwide
pandemic on our futures. We don’t know a whole lot these days.
Yet, listen to these words from the prophet Isaiah, “The word of our God will
stand forever.” And to these words from the psalmist as well, “The steadfast
love of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting.” Although the way in
which we currently navigate daily life has changed dramatically, our God has
not. Hear these words from God through John of Patmos, “‘I am the Alpha
and the Omega,’ says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come,
the Almighty.” God promises to be with us and to never abandon or forsake
us. This is balm for our souls.
What we have experienced together this past month is nothing short of
trauma. Our lives have been upended and almost everything is not as it once
was. As we consider what we have experienced, what biblical stories come to
mind that speak to this trauma? Could Good Friday and the deafening
silence of Saturday that comes before Easter morn have a word for us? It
seems to me that our March Madness places us in the window of time after
the crucifixion, but before the resurrection.
The crucifixion changed everything for the disciples that were following
Jesus. Jesus had warned the disciples not once, but three times of his
impending death. We, too, were warned as numbers began to escalate in
China and then in Europe. But, like the disciples we weren’t prepared for the
reality of what was to come and when it did, fear took root fast. Fear ravaged
store shelves leaving some with too much and others with not enough. The
ever-escalating numbers feed our fears as well.
We know from scriptures that Peter was filled with fear. Fear caused the
eleven disciples to sequester themselves behind locked doors. Now fear is a
(Continued on page 6)
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN MONTHLY BOOK CLUB
The FPC book club selected Titanic Survivor: The
Newly Discovered Memoirs of Violet Jessop Who
Survived Both the Titanic and Britannic Disasters,
for discussion in April. Book Club members, stay
tuned by email for ideas for sharing thoughts and
discussing the book.
The book selected for May is Short Stories by
Jesus: The Enigmatic Parables of a Controversial
Rabbi, by Amy-Jill Levine.
The renowned biblical scholar, author of The
Misunderstood Jew, and general editor for The
Jewish Annotated New Testament interweaves
history and spiritual analysis to explore Jesus’
most popular teaching parables, exposing their
misinterpretations and making them lively and relevant for
modern readers.*
*Goodreads.com
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April 1

Harrison Hamada

April 3

Raheel Barkat

April 4

Lynn Jordan

April 5

Leslie Ann Platz

April 6

Ryan Shad

April 8

Jonah Cotton

April 9

Enny Sitompul

April 11

Sue Teele

April 16

Nathan Anderson Smith

April 17

Maxwell Rager

April 20

Ferrin Simanungkalit

April 22

Thesa Melvina Santoso

April 23

Choky S. Sitompul

April 25

Cheryl Raine

April 26

Frankie Kembuan

APRIL
WORSHIP SCHEDULE

April 5, 2020
Facebook Live at 10:00 A.M.
Palm Sunday
Find a palm branch in your yard or grab a jacket
(cloak) to wave, as we welcome Jesus into
Jerusalem
Communion – Bring something to eat and
something to drink as we worship!
First Reading

Isaiah 35:1-10

Second Reading

A Call to Prayer

Message

The Holy Way

April 10, 2020
Good Friday Services
Stay tuned for details on how to access this
service via email, Facebook and our webpage.
April 12, 2020
Facebook Live at 10:00 A.M.
Easter Sunday
First Reading

Jeremiah 31:1-6

Second Reading

New Life

Message

Built of Love

April 19, 2020
Facebook Live at 10:00 A.M.
April 28, 2020
Facebook Live at 10:00 A.M.

https://www.facebook.com/First-PresbyterianChurch-of-Redlands-106569590974548

Faith Formation - Sunrise
Thursday Mornings Via
Email
Sunrise is facilitated by Ch r is K an e, Jer r i
Rodewald and Pastor Cheryl. Since the stay-athome order, the respective Sunrise text has
been emailed to those who have attended in the
past. On our own we have reflected on the text
and then shared with each other our particular
word or phrase and how that word or phrase is
speaking into our lives today. Although we are
unable to meet in person, God is at work among
us even now.

Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast
Postponed
The Redlands Area Interfaith Council (RAIC)
has postponed the Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast,
which normally takes place the first Thursday in
May, until Thursday, September 10, 2020.
Please contact Judy Cannon, RAIC President,
with any questions at (909)794-1889 or (909)
732-2920, or at jkcannon@roadrunner.com.
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HOLY CURRENCIES
Cycle of Blessings for
Sustainability
Currency of Truth

God Speaks to Us Through
Poetry
We Look With Uncertainty
Anne Hillman
We look with uncertainty
beyond the old choices for
clear-cut answers
to a softer, more permeable aliveness
which is every moment
at the brink of death;
for something new is being born in us
if we but let it.
We stand at a new doorway,
awaiting that which comes…
daring to be human creatures,
vulnerable to the beauty of existence.
Learning to love.

The Hebrew word that is
translated as “truth,”
emet, is composed of the
letters, aleph, mem, and
tav – the first, middle, and
last letters of the Hebrew
alphabet. The composition
of this Hebrew word may
signify that in order to
discern the truth, a comprehensive, inclusive
approach is needed. This “spirit of truth” is
difficult though, because we live in a world
conditioned by either/or thinking. Yet, discerning
the “spirit of truth” as God’s people for any given
situation, calls us to attempt to understand it from
multiple points of view. This truth-discerning
process is never easy, always complex and is
certainly messy.
As God’s gathered church, the truth emerges out of
exploration and understanding of the many
different points of view based on our unique
experiences. In our multi-ethnic setting, it is
always important to raise up the experiences and
perspectives of all of us. We can develop the
currency of truth among us by willingly
recognizing that individually we only see partially
and that we need each other to discern a more
holistic truth.
I recently worked with Session Committee
Moderators via electronic means to discern if any
motions needed to be addressed by the Session at
this time. The ability of the moderators to listen to
one another led to a collectively wise decision.
(Continued on page 7)

4

SAFE PRACTICES TO PROTECT YOURSELF FROM COVID-19

Know How it Spreads


Spread person to person through respiratory droplets
produced when an infected person coughs or sneezes;



These droplets can be inhaled or picked up from hard surfaces



No vaccines are currently available

Take Steps to
Protect Yourself


Wash your hands often with soap and water for at
least 20 seconds



If soap is not readily available, use a hand sanitizer
that contains at least 60% alcohol. Cover all
surfaces of your hands and rub them together.



Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with
unwashed hands.

Avoid Close Contact


Put at least 6 feet distance between yourself and others



Practice physical distancing when you must make essential trips

Take Steps to Protect Others


Stay at home



Cover you mouth and nose with a tissue when you
cough or sneeze, throw used tissues away in the trash



Immediately wash your hands with soap and water for
at least 20 seconds

Wear a face mask IF YOU ARE SICK


If you are not sick, you do not need to wear a face
mask. Just practice physical distancing.

Clean and Disinfect


Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces daily tables, door knobs, light switches, countertops, handles, desks, phones, keyboards, toilets, faucets,
and sinks.



If surfaces are dirty, clean them: use detergent or soap and water prior to disinfection.



Love Your Neighbor by Staying at Home
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(Continued from page 1)

Thank You, Carol Luebbe
and the Town and Country
African Violet Society!

The Pastor’s Corner

very natural response to the
trauma both then and now. It’s
completely normal to be anxious
about what the future holds. Yet,
in our story of faith between the
crucifixion and the resurrection,
some
of
Jesus’
followers
overcame their fears and they
acted. The women gathered together and went to
prepare Jesus’ body for burial. The ritual body
washing and wrapping had not been done because
of the start of the Sabbath just hours after Jesus’
death. This long-practiced ritual helped the
women move forward, in spite of the trauma and
their fears.
What long-practiced rituals have helped you
navigate these past few weeks? What longpracticed rituals might prepare you to move
forward in spite of your fears? A quote most likely
attributed to the Greek lyrical poet, Archilochus,
goes something like this, “In a crisis, you don’t rise
to the occasion, you sink to the level of your
training.” You sink to your level of well-practiced
rituals of faith. I know my ritual of praying by
writing in my journal has been food for my soul.
My ritual of connecting with the natural world
created by God has made my heart sing. The wellworn words of scripture that remind me of whose
I am have been life-giving. What rituals of your
faith have been life-giving for you this past
month?

Our planters have been re-planted with young
cuttings which will soon grow to fill the space.
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As we prepare for an Easter celebration that will
take place via Facebook Live rather than in a
packed sanctuary filled with festively dressed
worshippers, bountiful lilies, and beautiful music,
will our well-practiced rituals of faith help us to
claim anew the power of the resurrection for our
lives? Will we practice resurrection, bringing forth
life from places of deadness, with new resolve
even now? I pray so, my friends. I pray that we
will practice resurrection in creative ways this day
and every day, for Christ is risen. Christ is risen
indeed!
Claiming anew resurrection power,
Pastor Cheryl

Holy Currencies

(Continued from page 4)

Together the Moderators decided that we could wait on a motion that was to have
been discussed on March 16, 2020, until we could be together again as a
leadership team.
Holistic truth-seeking requires us to dialogue with each other. It challenges us to
listen to the powerless first with an openness to multiple perspectives. It requires
us to seek clarification before we render judgement. Curiosity is required to
explore our differences so that we can come to a community-owned resolution. It
challenges us to listen to each other for mutual understanding in order to discern our collective truth.
How might we begin to practice the currency of truth even more faithfully these days?

Giving in this Time of Crisis
These days have been filled with uncertainty in many areas of our lives, including our finances. Some
of us continue to work and receive pay, while others may be out of work. Some of us have reserves,
while others among us may not. As you consider your planned tithes and offerings to the church for
this year, the leadership of the church humbly asks you to give as you are able. Gifts may be mailed to:
First Presbyterian Church
P.O. Box 2009
Redlands, CA 92373
As Holy Currencies by Eric Law is teaching us this year, we have many more currencies than just our
finances. The holy currency of relationship is one we can all generously spend right now. Connect with
each other via phone calls, texts or even a Zoom conference call. Ask Pastor Cheryl about Zoom
(https://zoom.us/download). You can create an account for free, and with computer cameras, you can
see each other as you converse. Send notes of encouragement to each other by US Mail or connect with
each other on Facebook or through email. Although we are physically separated, we are not
relationally separated. Use this op por tu n ity to r econ nect or m or e deeply con nect w ith
others given the gifts of communication avenues available to us today. Let us out give one another
through the holy currency of relationships.
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Biblical Reading Challenge
for Lent
The Book of Amos
Have you had a chance to read through the
Book of Amos, yet? Amos is an important
Before
prophetic book because it holds God’s people
accountable for their treatment of others.
These words of judgement are words we always
need to hear even in our time and place in
history, as we consider the impact of our health
crisis on the most vulnerable among us. The
people of God in Amos were drunk on their
economic success and focused solely on acquiring even more. They had lost touch with the truth that
God called them to love their neighbors.
Now Amos doesn’t self-identify as a prophet. He simply identifies as a grower of sycamore figs, a basic
farmer. Yet, God uses this humble grower to confront the people of Israel and Judah. The words of
rebuke are plentiful, while the words of restoration are few. How might God’s words, through Amos,
help us to recalibrate our lives ever more faithfully to love God and love our neighbors even now. Take
the challenge and read Amos before Easter.

The Gift of the Connectional Church
Per Capita
During this COVID-19 crisis our connectional church has been an
incredible gift. Your pastor and leadership have had access to
resources that have helped us navigate the unknowns. Our
connectional church has also been a conduit of the goodness of
God’s people at work in the midst of this crisis. What a gift to know
that as a church we were not alone.
Our annual Per Capita giving is what makes these resources available. Our commitment to the
connectional church this year is $6,860, which is $35.00 per member. Here is how this gift supports
our connectional structure:
Presbytery

$24.42

Synod

$ 2.85

General Assembly

$ 7.73

Our gift is sent in six incremental installments. If you haven’t had a chance to contribute per capita yet
this year, and you are able given the current crisis, please do!
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PROPERTY AND FINANCE UPDATE

 The work on Vine Street Community Park
has continued. The concrete curbing has been
installed and it looks great. Fencing is being
manufactured off-site and will be installed once
it is completed.
 The main Pergola for table seating and the
three distinct trellis entrances are on hold until
restrictions have been lifted by Home Depot, so
that their contractors can again work in the State
of California.
 Final selection of benches, tables and trash
cans are done, although orders have not been
placed because it will take $13,000 of the
$25,000 still needing to be raised.
We are nearing the home stretched with fund raising for Vine Street Community Park. We need to
raise another $25,000 to co m plete all th e ele m ents o f th e park. W e h ave $135,000 pledged
or received to date, with th e to tal pro ject co st at $160,000.
Sanctuary Ad Hoc Committee
Two construction contractors were interviewed as potential contractors for this project. These two will
meet with Sanders Architects when restrictions are lifted. Sanders will then recommend which firm to
use. This firm will develop an estimate of the project based on Sanders conceptual design. The dollar
estimate will be a range.
Conceptual drawings of the proposed redesign are
near completion in this initial design phrase.
Flat Roofs
The roof of the Christian Education Building has
been extensively repaired at a cost of $10,185. This
is good news, as water damage in our ceilings can
now be fixed as well.
Direct any questions you might have about Property
and Finance issues to the Moderator, Shirley Harry
or to Pastor Cheryl.
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Session Highlights
Due to the COVID-19 crisis, the Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands
took two electronic votes via email or phone on Sunday, March 15, 2020 and took the
following actions:
1. Approved canceling all FPCR church meetings and activities until further notice, including
Stated Session Meeting scheduled for Monday, March 16, 2020.

the

2. Approved the cancellation of all in-person FPCR Worship Services until further notice.

Community Opportunities
To Be the Church by
Helping the Most Vulnerable
The Redlands Charitable Resource Coalition, along with support from other non-profits in the city, have
created three pop-up stations to hand out sack lunches to those in our community who are hungry. You
can participate by dropping off sack lunches at one of these three locations from 10:45 A.M. to 12:00
Noon:


First United Methodist Church, 1 E. Olive Ave., Redlands. The actual point of distribution will be in
the parking lot behind the church which is accessed off of Vine St.



Banned Board Shop on the North West corner of Stuart and Orange St. in the parking lot behind the
store.



Kmart (Redlands Blvd.) parking lot.

Practice safe physical distancing when dropping off sack lunches.
Provide your name, organization, donation and email contact on something you can give along with your
donation to the volunteers
Please make it clear if the lunch can be kept for the following day or must be handed out the day it is
donated. Here are some suggestions for the sack lunches, that will be enough for both a lunch and
dinner:






2 sandwiches (baloney and cheese, P & J, tuna, etc.)
2 fresh fruits
2 snack type foods (chips, crackers, granola bar, etc.)

2 desserts (cookies, candy bar, etc.)
Water & napkin (optional)
You can also support the Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Redlands-Riverside's efforts to provide food and
activity packs to our kids and their families.
Food needs: pasta and sauce, rice, beans, peanut butter and
jelly, bread, cereal, cookies
Drop off food 8:30 A.M. and 5:30 P.M. Monday to Friday to
Boys & Girls Clubs, 1251 Clay St., Redlands 92374; send gift
cards, funds or food to that address, or click the link on this
page to donate funds online.
https://begreatie.org/how-to-help/ways-to-give.html
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“For I was hungry and you gave me
food; I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink…Truly I tell you,
just as you did it to one of the least of
these, you did it to me”
[from Matthew 25].

Children and Youth Corner

Parents, look for emails from Pastor Cheryl as she will be
sharing some coloring pages from Illustrated Ministry to
help our children and youth through these challenging
times.
Also, I challenge others to send our children and
youth notecards of encouragement letting them
know we are thinking of them as they adjust to
home schooling and these days of physically
distancing from their friends.
Be praying for all of our parents and our children and
youth!
With the hope that we will be gathering again soon, save the date on your family calendars:
Monday, July 20 through Friday, July 24, for Vacation Bible School (VBS). We are partnering once
again with the First United Methodist Church and the theme is Knights of the North Castle.
Classes start at 9:00 A.M. finishing at noon, with paid child care available in the afternoon, if
needed. Children aged 4-years-old through promoting 5th graders can participate in the VBS. Older
youth can volunteer to assist, so
don’t count yourself out! If you
would like to get involved in
helping out or have a child you
would like to attend, let Pastor
Cheryl know! The office will
facilitate the enrollment process
as soon as it is made available.
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First Presbyterian
Church of Redlands
Living the heart & mind
of Christ at the heart of
the city
The mission of the First
Presbyterian Church of
Redlands is to grow
spiritually with the
community by sharing
the love of Jesus Christ
with all who seek to
know God through
worship, prayer,
fellowship, and
evangelism.

First Presbyterian
Church of Redlands
100 Cajon Street
P.O. Box 2009
Redlands CA 92373
(909) 793-2839
FPCRedlands@gmail.com
www.FPCRedlands.org
Return Service
Requested

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF REDLANDS
An inclusive Community
of Faith, Living the Heart
and Mind of Christ at the
Heart of the City

You can Save Postage +
Save Paper =
Save $$ by subscribing by email.
We are pleased to share our newsletter with you and we
welcome your comments!
You may also view this newsletter on our web site. Go to
www.fpcredlands.org and then click on The Messenger
tab at the top of the page.
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