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The Pastor’s Corner
AN OPPORTUNITY?
INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Doesn’t March 19, 2020, when Governor Newsom instituted the “Stay-atHome” order feel like a lifetime ago? Can you believe it has already been six
weeks since we last worshiped in person? Since then I have preached in a
sanctuary with the help of two or three others who were needed to support
the Facebook Live worship service. The rhythm of my daily life has changed
rather dramatically, for I really am getting three weeks to a gallon of gas.
In the midst of everything that has changed in our lives because of the
COVID-19 pandemic, a quote from Henri Nouwen has spoken into my life
daily. The quote is actually posted on a sticky note at the bottom of my
computer screen: “Hope frees us to live in the present, with deep trust that
God will never leave us.” Or as Apostle Paul said to the church in Rome,
“Hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our
hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.” In the midst of all
that we cannot control, this hope frees us to live in this moment in ways that
others may not be able to.
We can face the unknowns of today and tomorrow, trusting that God is with
us. We are not alone, even if we are the only one in our home. We are not
alone when our fears wake us in the middle of the night. We are not alone
even though we cannot gather together in our sanctuary or fellowship hall or
around our dining room tables. We are not alone!
As I reflect on these past six weeks, I experienced this truth again and again
as God has showed up in miraculous ways: a call of encouragement just
when I needed it most; a neighbor who dropped by to let me know she was
praying for me as I serve among you; a river of butterflies that graced my
walks through the orange groves; the steadfast beauty of the mountains
perched outside my home office; surprise visits on my birthday in person (at
a safe distance) and via technology. Even when I was at my lowest, I trusted
that God was with me and that I was not alone. Have you been able to tap
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN MONTHLY BOOK CLUB
The FPC Book Club is on hiatus for the time being, but that
doesn’t mean we can’t share what we’re reading.
This space in The Messenger is dedicated to Book Club activity, so
let’s fill it up with your contributions. Tell us what you’re reading
if you’ve stumbled onto something good, or if not, tell us about
the books you’ve read in the past that left an indelible impression.
Or maybe tell us who some of your favorite authors are.
Sometimes a book doesn’t seem to be all that riveting when you’re
reading it, but it lingers in your mind long after you’ve finished.
Those are the books that probably never made the best-seller list
but are truly great works of literature. Or maybe not. Maybe a
memorable book simply struck a chord with you. Either way,
share with us!
I’ll get you started. Because I love great travel writing, humor,
hiking, and history, Bill Bryson’s A Walk in the Woods stands out.
I pretty much love everything Bill Bryson has written, but this
book has it all in one rollicking good story.
I can’t wait to hear your recommendations!
Judy Tanner
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MAY
WORSHIP SCHEDULE

All Services Will Be on Facebook
Live:
10:00 A.M. English and 5:00 P.M.
Indonesian
https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresbyterian-Church-of-Redlands106569590974548
May 3, 2020 Communion Sunday
Communion – Bring something to eat and
something to drink as we worship!
First Reading
Second Reading
Message

Psalm 23:1-6
John 10:1-10
The Voice

May 10, 2020

Mother’s Day

First Reading
Second Reading
Message

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
John 14:1-14
Greater Works

May 17, 2020
First Reading
Second Reading
Message

Psalm 66:8-20
John 14:15-21
Come Alive

May 24, 2020
First Reading
Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35
Second Reading
John 17:1-11
Rev. Ron Duvall will be preaching
May 31, 2020
Pentecost –
Wear Red to Worship!
First Reading
Second Reading
Message

Acts 2:1-21
John 7:37-39
Flowing Rivers

Giving in this Time of Crisis
We are so grateful that as a congregation we
continue to give beyond ourselves in the midst
of this crisis.
Your Outreach Committee has dispatched
$1,000 to assist Steps 4 Life transitional homes
with critical needs.
The Deacons have supported Redlands Family
services with a donation of $1,100 since the first
of the year.
Presbytery Mission expressed gratitude for our
donation, “Please convey our appreciation to
your mission committee, pastor, session, and
congregation for your gracious and faithful
support. We received $700 for Shared Mission
Support. You have blessed our witness and
ministry in profound ways.”
As you consider your planned tithes and
offerings for this year to the church, the
leadership of the church humbly asks you to
give as you are able. knowing that all of us are
impacted differently.
Gifts may be mailed to:

First Presbyterian Church
P.O. Box 2009
Redlands, CA 92373
Your leadership team thanks you in advance for
your continued support of our vital ministries.
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HOLY CURRENCIES
Cycle of Blessings for
Sustainability
Currency of Truth

The currency of truth is the work of the Spirit.
Listen to Jesus’ words to his disciples on the
night of his arrest as found in the Gospel of
John:

To discern the truth,
we must listen.

Listening to the Spirit
of truth will be fundamental to our health
and wholeness.

“When the Spirit of truth comes, the
Spirit will guide you into all the truth;
for the Spirit will not speak on his own,
but will speak whatever he hears, and
he will declare to you the things that are
to come.” [John 16:13]
To discern truth, we must listen. Instead of debate, we must dialogue.
Instead of convincing, we are to seek mutual understanding. It needs to
be collective truth, rather than my truth or your truth. This is going to be
imperative for us as we discern when it will be best for us to resume inperson worship. Discerning “our truth” to protect the safety and wellbeing of everyone will be necessary. It will probably not be an either-or
solution, but a both-and solution. We will need to be curious rather than
judgmental. We will need to listen to all voices, especially those who feel
most vulnerable.
Seeking the truth will require all of us to listen respectfully to each
other, as we seek to understand each other. Our society and way of being
will not return to business as usual. We are living in the midst of a
significant before and after event that will fundamentally change things
on many different levels for all of us, in our personal as well as our
communal lives. Listening to the Spirit of truth will be fundamental to
our health and wholeness.
How might the way in which Jesus lived among us give us insights in
listening for the Spirit of truth? The one story that first comes to mind
for me is the woman caught in adultery found in the Gospel of John.
This first accusatory truth was that she alone was guilty. Yet Jesus said
to the angry mob, “Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first
to throw a stone at her.” The Spirit of truth revealed that no one could
(Continued on page 7)
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COVID-19 UPDATE

The stay-at-home order went into effect on Thursday, March 19, 2020. The order is in place until
further notice. It covers the whole state of California. Six key health and scientific indicators will be
considered before modifying our state’s stay-at-home order.

“While Californians have stepped up in a big way to flatten the curve and buy us time to prepare to fight
the virus, at some point in the future we will need to modify our stay-at-home order,” said Governor
Newsom. “As we contemplate reopening parts of our state, we must be guided by science and data, and
we must understand that things will look different than before.”
Until we build immunity, our actions will be aligned to achieve the following:



Ensure our ability to care for the sick within our hospitals;



Prevent infection in people who are at high risk for severe disease;



Build the capacity to protect the health and well-being of the public; and reduce social, emotional
and economic disruptions

California’s six indicators for modifying the stay-at-home order are:



The ability to monitor and protect our communities through testing, contact tracing, isolating, and
supporting those who are positive or exposed;



The ability to prevent infection in people who are at risk for more severe COVID-19;



The ability of the hospital and health systems to handle surges;



The ability to develop therapeutics to meet the demand;



The ability for businesses, schools, and child care facilities to support physical distancing; and
the ability to determine when to reinstitute certain measures, such as the stay-at-home orders,
if necessary.

The Governor said there is not a precise timeline for modifying the stay-at-home order, but that these
six indicators will serve as the framework for making that decision.
The church also doesn’t have a precise timeline to consider reopening in person worship and usage of
our building by others. Our timeline will flow from our State Guidelines and our collective wisdom
under the leadership of our Session. Please be in prayer for your Session leaders as they prayerfully
continue to lead us through this crisis.
Sources:
https://covid19.ca.gov/stay-home-except-for-essential-needs/#top
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2020/04/14/governor-newsom-outlines-six-critical-indicators-the-state-willconsider-before-modifying-the-stay-at-home-order-and-other-covid-19-interventions/
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(Continued from page 1)

Thank You, From the
Community
Every month we receive expressions of gratitude
from the community and other organizations who
benefit from your charitable donations.
This month, Kyra Stewart, Executive Director for
Family Service Association wrote, “We are most
grateful for your gift...Thank you. Your support of
our mission - to alleviate poverty, encourage selfsufficiency, and promote dignity of all clients makes our community a better and stronger place.
Thank you for making a difference.
According to Family Service’s website, "We are in
immediate need of the following food for our
community during this time of need-Peanut Butter,
Jelly, Instant Oatmeal, Instant Potatoes, Pancake
Mix, Beans, Rice, Cereal, Tuna, Canned Chicken,
Canned Fruit, Spaghetti Sauce, and Spaghetti
Noodles."
There are a number of ways we can get food
donations to Family Services without compromising
social distancing practices.
A. Take donations directly to Family Services at 612
Lawton Street, Redlands between 10 AM and 3 PM.
Go to the backdoor of Building 2 and ring the bell
for assistance.
B. Drop off donations at Chris Kane's work location,
538 E. Stuart Ave on weekdays between 9 AM and 3
PM. There's no sign on the building, but it is a twostory cinderblock building with 4 rolling bay doors
on the section of Stuart behind the Trader Joes
Shopping Center. Pull in the parking lot and honk if
you don't see Chris, and he'll come down and
unload your donations. He's there alone, so social
distancing isn't too difficult. He'll then take all
collected donations to Family Services. If you have
questions, call Chris' work on weekdays at 3350357.
C. Purchase pre-bagged food donations at Gerrard's
that they'll then deliver to Family Services.
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The Pastor’s Corner

into the hope that Henri
Nouwen and the Apostles
speak of these past six weeks?
Hope frees us to live in the
present and it also frees us to
see this liminal time, between
what was and what will be, as
an opportunity. What have
you learned about yourself
these past six weeks? What have we learned about
ourselves as a church? David Brubaker writes this,
“Perhaps the greatest takeaway from our current
virtual reality is that we were never meant
primarily to attend a congregation, but to be a
congregation… After all, what is a ‘congregation’
but a group of human beings who ‘congregate’
periodically, to connect with and encourage one
another—and then to scatter once again…to love
and to serve.”
These past six weeks have made it clear that the
First Presbyterian Church of Redlands is more
than a physical building located at the corner of
Cajon and Vine. We are a diverse bunch of God’s
precious children who have made a commitment
to each other and to those beyond our walls as we
love and serve them by God’s grace.
As we consider the days ahead, how will we use
this unprecedented time as a learning opportunity
for us? May God help us to be a congregation that
is ever more passionate about loving and serving
others as we live the heart and mind of Christ at
the heart of this city.

Passionate about loving and serving,
Pastor Cheryl

(Continued from page 4)

Holy Currencies

condemn her; and then Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you.” The Spirit of
truth changed the future for the woman as well as the angry mob ready to kill.
This took time and self- reflection. The accusers had to look at themselves first
and maybe if we are mindful of our basis and perceptions, together we will be
able to discern truth that will set us free.
May we have the wisdom to seek the Spirit of truth within our community of faith
and with our surrounding community.

Outreach Committee Report
Since the “stay-at-home” orders, your Outreach Committee has worked to stay informed of
opportunities for service. Here are the opportunities that were communicated to the congregation via
Pastor Cheryl’s Updates:


Pop Up Lunch Stations or ganized by th e Redlands Ch ar itable R esour ce Co alition and
their organizations. Sack lunches are provided seven days a week at three different locations.
To date over 5,000 sack lunches have been distributed to those without homes in our
community and to families with food insecurities.
Volunteers in the community have contributed these lunches by dropping them off daily at the
United Methodist Church, at the Banned Board Shop and the Walmart Parking Lot.



Family Service Association of Redlands (FSA) – Chris Kane connected with this
organization to coordinate a deacon donation and learned their crisis needs. Chris arranged for
drop offs at his place of business. Donations could also be made through Gerrard’s, with Gerrard’s
purchasing rice, pasta and dried potatoes to address FSA’s most critical needs. You can also send
donations directly to FSA at 612 Lawton Street, Redlands, CA 92374 and mark it COVID
Emergency Food Response, as more and more people are struggling with food insecurity.



Redlands Community Hospital – You can send thank you notes to hospital staff by
addressing your cards to RCH Hospital Foundation, 350 Terracina Blvd, Redlands, CA 92373 Attn:
Jan Opdyke.



Sunday Moment at 7:00 P.M. – Every Sunday through the end of May you are invited to step
outside and make noise saying “thanks” to helpers during the pandemic. If you live near
downtown, you will hear church bells ringing and sirens, pots and pans work, too.

As a committee, Outreach approved the disbursement of $1,000 to Steps 4 Life, an organization with
critical essential needs for their transitional houses in our community. Steps 4 Life empowers
individuals and families to receive the necessary training, education, and life-skills that allow them to
re-enter society as positive individuals in our community. Cynthia McGuigan, the founder of this
organization, was overjoyed by our mission gift saying, “Thank you so much. You have no idea how
blessed I feel. This is going to help so much as we are seriously struggling due to so many residents
being out of work.”
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PROPERTY AND FINANCE UPDATE



Vine Street Project
The work on Vine Street Community Park has continued. The main pergola and trellis entrances
have been constructed. The fencing is in, except for a small section near a telephone poll we are
trying to get removed! This will come at an additional expense ($6,000), although we are
working with Edison and Frontier to donate these costs, given it is a park that will be shared with
our community.
Final selection of benches, tables and trash cans are done, although orders have not been finalized
because it will take $13,000 of the $23,000 still needing to be raised.
We are nearing the home stretched with fund raising for Vine Street Community Park. We need to
raise another $23,000 to com plete all th e elem ents of the par k. W e h ave $140,000
pledged or received to date, w ith th e total pr oject cost at $163,000.



Sanctuary Ad Hoc Committee
Two construction contractors met virtually with Sanders Architects. These firms will develop an
estimate of the cost of the project based on Sanders’ conceptual design. The dollar value will be
a range.
Conceptual drawings of the proposed redesign are near completion in this initial design phrase.



Campus Maintenance
Our custodial service and our custodial assistant, Jonas Sirait, have continued to work to ensure the
cleanliness of our
facility, always
focusing on
disinfecting all
frequently touched
surfaces, as well as
doing some extra
focused cleaning.

If you have any questions,
please do not hesitate to ask a
member of the Property and
Finance Committee: Shirley
Harry (Moderator), Dick
Jones, Paul Raine, Steve
Teele, Todd Hunter and
Pastor Cheryl.
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Vine Street Park Progress

Work on the park continues.

Session Highlights
April 2020
The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held the regularly scheduled
Stated Session Meeting via a Zoom Meeting on Monday, April 20, 2020. No actions were taken at this
meeting, but Session members were encouraged to continue reaching out to the congregation (members
and regular visitors) during this time of “stay-at-home” orders. Pastor Cheryl provided an article
“Preparing Leaders to Relaunch Church” to Session members, giving them the task of reading and
discussing the article in committees before the next Session meeting. In addition, Session received the
Financial Report for the month ending March 31, 2020:
Total Income:

$30,378.74

Total Expenditures:

$26,354.80

Excess Income/Expenses:
Balance in General Account:

$4,023.94
$102,968.04

The next Stated Session Meeting will be held via Zoom on Monday, May 18, 2020 at 6:30 P.M.

about how you are checking in with each
other, as well as with others in our
community.
I want to extend my appreciation to all the
elders and deacons who have been
faithfully communicating with the
congregation since the start of our “stay-at
-home" orders. I organized care groups
with either an elder or a deacon at the
helm of each group, and they sprang into
action! I also want to thank the whole
congregation, given the stories I’m hearing
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I also want to thank Pastor Ron and
Pastor Hart for their willingness to check
in with the elders and the deacons. We
may not be physically meeting together,
but we are being the church in powerful
ways in the midst of these challenging
times.
With deep gratitude, Pastor Cheryl

Children and Youth Corner

Parents, continue to look for emails from Pastor Cheryl as
she will be sharing some resources for your children and
youth, including some video lessons from Group
Publishing.
Also, I challenge all of us to send our children and
youth notecards of encouragement letting them
know we are thinking of them as they continue
home schooling and physical distancing from
their friends. B e p r a y in g for a ll of ou r pa r ents
and our children and youth!

With the hope that we will be gathering again, mark your family calendars Monday, July 20
through Friday, July 24 for Vacation Bible School (VBS). We are partnering once again with the
First United Methodist Church and the theme is Knights of the North Castle. The time is 9:00
A.M. to noon, with paid child care available in the afternoon, if needed. Children aged 4-years-old
through promoting 5th graders
can participate in the VBS. Older
youth can volunteer to assist, so
don’t count yourself out! If you
would like to get involved in
helping out or have a child you
would like to attend, let Pastor
Cheryl know! The office will have
the enrollment forms as soon as
it is made available.
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Living the heart & mind
of Christ at the heart of
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The mission of the First
Presbyterian Church of
Redlands is to grow
spiritually with the
community by sharing
the love of Jesus Christ
with all who seek to
know God through
worship, prayer,
fellowship, and
evangelism.
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Church of Redlands
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P.O. Box 2009
Redlands CA 92373
(909) 793-2839
FPCRedlands@gmail.com
www.FPCRedlands.org
Return Service
Requested

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF REDLANDS
An inclusive Community
of Faith, Living the Heart
and Mind of Christ at the
Heart of the City

You can Save Postage +
Save Paper =
Save $$ by subscribing by email.
We are pleased to share our newsletter with you and we
welcome your comments!
You may also view this newsletter on our web site. Go to
www.fpcredlands.org and then click on The Messenger
tab at the top of the page.
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