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“Out of a believer’s heart flows rivers of living water.” As I reflect on these 

past few months since the “stay-at-home” orders went into place, I wonder 

whether or not our life as a church would be described in such a way.  Are 

rivers of living water flowing from our hearts into our homes and into our 

community? How would you describe our church since the middle of 

March? 

  

Sometimes when difficulties arise, whether they are external or internal, 

churches begin to operate from a basis of fear.  How will the current 

economic turmoil impact our giving and overall financial health? What if our 

membership declines and our finances are ruined? When difficulties are 

experienced, fears often increase and the church’s focus turns inward. 

Phrases such as, “Will we have enough” or “We need to save not spend”, 

start to creep into conversations. Often tensions escalate when viewpoints 

differ, only to exacerbate the difficulties already being experienced. When 

fear sets in, the Spirit is sidelined. 

 

The last Sunday of May marked Pentecost on the Christian liturgical 

calendar. In the Acts of the Apostles we read, “And suddenly from heaven 

there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire 

house where [the believers] were sitting.” There was not only a wind, but 

something akin to flames dancing on the heads of everyone present.  Then 

something miraculous happened and those present could all speak in a 

multitude of languages so that everyone could understand. The Spirit was 

unleashed and within a few days the numbers of believers grew 

exponentially. 

 

The good news is that the Spirit is just as present today as the Spirit was 

present that first Pentecost.  God is at work among us even, and especially, 

(Continued on page 6) 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN MONTHLY BOOK CLUB 

The FPC Book Club is on hiatus for the time being, but that 

doesn’t mean we can’t share what we’re reading.   

This space in The Messenger is dedicated to Book Club activity, so 

let’s fill it up with your contributions. Tell us what you’re reading  

if you’ve stumbled onto something good, or if not, tell us about 

the books you’ve read in the past that left an indelible impression.   

This month, Luann Bangsund shared Ordinary Grace, by William 

Kent Krueger with me. I will be forever grateful! The book  

garnered numerous awards for the author and made me a fan. I’m 

eager to read more of his work. Though his bio doesn’t say so, he 

obviously has Presbyterian leanings. 

Don’t forget to email me with your latest discoveries to share with 

others who may be searching for a good read. 

     Judy Tanner 

  2 

June 1 Rachel Simanungkalit 

June 2 Aleta West 

June 2 Perry Erwin Hayes 

June 2 Zara Justine 

June 3 Raheel Hameed 

June 8 Ann Elizabeth Platz 

June 8 Verbina Sanchez 

June 9 Nabeel Barkat 

June 9 Adeel Barkat 

June 11 Sally Rehfeldt 

June 15 Jamaris Purba 

June 16 Carol Elaine Bishop 

June 17  Zack Hamada 

June 17 Sajeel Barkat 

June 18 Alexandra Anastasia Zak 

June 19 Sandra Ann Hayes 

June 21 Harry Muaya 

June 26 Jeremy Dean Platz 

June 28 Sundus Jacob 

June 28 Stephen Teele 

June 29 Nancy Bierlein 



All Services Will Be on Facebook 
Live:  

10:00 A.M. English and 5:00 P.M. 
Indonesian 

https://www.facebook.com/First-
Presbyterian-Church-of-Redlands-

106569590974548 
 
 

June 7, 2020  Communion 

First Reading  Psalm 1:1-6 
Second Reading  Ezekiel 31:3-7 
The Message   Deep Resources 
 

June 14, 2020   

First Reading  Acts 139:13-18 
Second Reading  Psalm 16:7-11 
The Message  Sacred Worth 
   

June 21, 2019  Men of the Church 
  Day and Father’s Day 

First Reading  Job 12:7-10 
Second Reading  Psalm 147:1-11 
The Message  Resilient Beauty
   
June 28, 2019  

First Reading  1 Kings 11:13a 
Second Reading  Psalm 135:1-3, 13-21 
The Message  Awe and Wonder 
 
    
On Sunday June 14, 2020, an Urdu 
message will be shared on Facebook Live 
at 11:30 A.M. Pastor Hameed Barkat will 
share God’s word with us in Urdu. 
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JUNE 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

 

 

 

Deacons 

Corner 

 

By Gayle 

Timilione 

 

 

Greetings to all of our members from your 

Board of Deacons. 

 

In case this crisis has you wondering who we 

are, here is a list: Kasim Barus, Susan Glascom, 

Lynn Jordan, Chris Kane, Joula Kussoy, Izar 

Martinez, Alice Munde, Patti Robertson, Gayle 

Timilione and Lynn Phelps as our adjunct 

corresponding secretary and Prayer Chain 

leader.   

 

The Deacons offer care and compassion to 

congregational members as needed with 

shopping and transportation support, and 

through birthday cards and calls. Deacons are 

also responsible for preparing communion 

elements and arranging for helpers with 

fellowship after church. The Deacons’ care and 

compassion extends to our community as well. 

 

Of course, COVID-19 has interrupted some of 

our responsibilities, but certainly not our care 

and compassion for service organizations 

providing essential services during this crisis. 

We can only provide support to these 

organizations because of your generosity. We 

thank you for helping us meet our goals in the 

first half of the year, and we look forward to 

meeting our goals in the second half of the year 

through your anticipated generous donations.  

 

Thank you for supporting your Deacons! 



 

“After the 1974 famine in 

Bangladesh, Muhammad Yunus, an 

academician in the field of economics, 

found it increasingly difficult to teach 

economic theories in a classroom. He 

decided to go to Jobra, a neighboring 

village outside of Chittagong University, to 

be with the distressed people there. This 

was his first step to seek the truth... he was 

shocked to discover that forty-two very 

poor families had borrowed a total of 856 

take (roughly $27) from money lenders. These money lenders virtually 

enslaved them with high interest and unfair conditions.” Yunus’ 

experience led him to create micro loans, a micro lending banking 

institution owned by the borrowers, this was the beginning of Grameen 

Bank or village bank.” By 2010, Grameen Bank had loaned over $100 

million in collateral -free loans, serving the poor in every single village of 

Bangladesh and other areas. 

Activated by truth, Yunus applied his knowledge to creatively 

circulate money, not for his own gain, but for the benefit of others.  In 

2006 Yunus won a Nobel Peace Prize. Today, he continues to challenge 

corporations to act outside the box of profit-making and resource-

depleting businesses, and venture into the world of abundance sharing.  

How might we learn the truth about something in our 

community and creatively implement a solution, or partner with an 

organization already working to implement a solution, not to praise 

ourselves but to lift up others and glorify God by circulating the currency 

of truth? 

 

Excerpt is from Chapter Six of Holy Currencies: 6 Blessings for 

Sustainable Missional Ministries. 

 

HOLY CURRENCIES 

Cycle of Blessings for  
Sustainability 

Currency of Truth at Work 
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Activated by truth, 

Yunus applied his 

knowledge to 

creatively circulate 

money, not for his 

own gain but for 

others.   



 COVID-19 UPDATE 
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The California stay-at-home order went into effect on Thursday, March 19, 2020, and continues to be 

the safest plan of action, especially for high risk individuals. On May 22, 2020, the President made a 

statement calling for the public opening of all churches. Then on May 25, 2020, Governor Newsom 

issued guidelines for the possibility of churches reopening, although the States recommendation is to 

continue to stay-at-home. Even though worshipping together is our desire, your Session, which met on 

Monday, May 18, 2020, has not set a definitive date as to when our in-person worship services would be 

beginning again. We have work to do to ensure that our environment will be as safe as possible.  Your 

Session is erring on the side of caution out of love for each other and for our neighbors. 

In California, we have six key health and scientific indicators that will be considered as the State moves 

from Stage 1 through Stage 4. “As California contemplates reopening parts of our state, we must be 

guided by science and data, and we must understand that things will look different than before.” 

Until we build immunity, our actions will be aligned to achieve the following: 

 Ensure our ability to care for the sick within our hospitals; 

 Prevent infection in people who are at high risk for severe disease; 

 Build the capacity to protect the health and well-being of the public; and 

 Reduce social, emotional and economic disruptions 

 

California’s six indicators for modifying the Stage of reopening: 

 The ability to monitor and protect our communities through testing, contact tracing, isolating, and 

 supporting those who are positive or exposed; 

 The ability to prevent infection in people who are at risk for more severe COVID-19; 

 The ability of the hospital and health systems to handle surges; 

 The ability to develop therapeutics to meet the demand; 

 The ability for businesses, schools, and child care facilities to support physical distancing; and 

 The ability to determine when to reinstitute certain measures, such as the stay-at-home orders, if 

 necessary. 

 

The Governor’s six indicators and the science provided by medical professionals will serve as the 

framework for our decisions. We certainly do not want to be in the news as a place that caused an 

outbreak! 

 

Sources: 

https://covid19.ca.gov/stay-home-except-for-essential-needs/#top 

 

https://www.gov.ca.gov/2020/04/14/governor-newsom-outlines-six-critical-indicators-the-state-will-

consider-before-modifying-the-stay-at-home-order-and-other-covid-19-interventions/ 

 

https://covid19.ca.gov/pdf/guidance-places-of-worship.pdf 

https://covid19.ca.gov/pdf/guidance-places-of-worship.pdf


 

Thank You, From Steps 4 Life 

Community Services 

 

A letter received from Steps 4 Life at the end of 

April began, “Thank you so much for your 

generous donation of $1,000 to Steps 4 Life.” 

It continued, “As you know, needy families and 

individuals in our community go without proper 

food, shelter, and essential medical care every day 

due to a variety of factors, including low wages, 

job loss, injuries, illness, age, domestic violence, 

or divorce. While all of us are susceptible to hard 

times, men, women, children and the elderly 

make up the largest number of clients we serve. 

With the generous support of people like you, we 

will be able to help many of these families and 

individuals, not only to meet essential daily 

needs, but to work toward a brighter future with 

housing, job training, education, and to become 

self-sufficient.” 

The letter invites you to go to their web site 

Www.steps4lifetoday.org for more information 

about their upcoming events and volunteer 

opportunities.  
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now!  I have seen it in the 

generosity that has been 

demonstrated by countless 

sack lunches and monetary 

donations made by 

individuals to the Family 

Services Association of 

Redlands; by the $1,000 

Outreach gift to Steps4Life 

Supportive Housing; by the 

continued donations to 

help complete Vine Street Community Park; by 

the flourishing of Care Group conversations; and 

by the new people we are engaging with via our on

-line worship presence. Out of our hearts, with 

fear sidelined, the Spirit allows rivers of living 

water to flow. 

 

Difficulties are not new, but COVID-19 is certainly 

a once in a lifetime crisis (at least we hope so). The 

issues COVID-19 has raised for churches are not 

new, for newspaper articles resurrected from the 

archives, tell that during the 1918 Spanish Flu, 

churches canceled in-person worship services and 

struggled with finances. The question for us is, 

how will we live into this time as a church? Will 

we allow the spirit of fear to set in and dampen 

our rivers of living water? Or will we trust the 

Spirit to rattle our windows and ignite within us a 

passion to continually be a river of living water, no 

matter what our circumstances?  

 

We celebrated the truth proclaimed by Joel and 

shared by Peter at Pentecost, “I will pour out my 

Spirit on all flesh.” Let us receive this gift and 

become even more abundant rivers of living water 

for others. 

 

Receptive to the Spirit, 

Pastor Cheryl  

(Continued from page 1) The Pastor’s Corner 
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Outreach Updates 

 

Here are some opportunities for you to be involved in 

living the heart and mind of Christ at the heart of the city: 

 

Redlands Charitable Resource Center – Sack 

Lunches 

On June 1, 2020, the three Pop-Lunch Stations will be 

consolidated into one location until December 31, 2020: 

612 Lawton Street, Redlands CA 92373. This is the Family 

Service Association of Redlands location.  

Here are the new hours: 

 Tuesdays:  

1:00 P.M. to 2:00 P.M. (drop off 12:50 P.M. to 1:45 P.M.) 

Wednesday through Monday: 

10:00 A.M. to 12:00 Noon (drop off 9:45 A.M. to 11:45 A.M.) 

 

Here is a reminder as to the suggested contents of the sack lunches: 

 2 sandwiches (baloney & cheese, P&J, tuna, etc.) 

 2 fresh fruits (easy to chew) 

 2 snack type foods (chips, crackers, soft granola bars, etc.) 

 2 deserts (cookies, candy bars, etc.) 

 Water and napkin 

Monetary donations are gratefully welcomed and may be made using PayPal (rcrchelp.com) or by 

mailing a check payable to the Redlands Charitable Resources Coalition, Inc. (RCRC), Box 8157, 

Redlands, CA 92375 

 

Family Service Association of Redlands (FSA) – You can make a donation through Gerrard’s on 

your next shopping trip and Gerrard’s will purchase Rice, Pasta and Dried Potatoes, which is what FSA 

most needs.  You can also drop donations off at Chris Kane’s place of employment: 538 E. Stuart Ave, 

Redlands between 10 AM and 3 PM. Ring bell for assistance. You can also send donations directly to 

FSA at 612 Lawton Street, Redlands, CA 92374 and mark 

it COVID Emergency Food Response, as more and more 

people are struggling with food insecurity. 

 

Redlands Community Hospital – You can send 

thank you notes to hospital staff by addressing your cards 

to RCH Hospital Foundation, 350 Terracina Blvd, 

Redlands, CA 92373 Attn: Jan Opdyke.  

 

x-apple-data-detectors://13
x-apple-data-detectors://14
x-apple-data-detectors://14
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PROPERTY AND FINANCE UPDATE 

 

 

We are grateful for the continuing financial support we have received during this crisis. Our giving 

income has remained strong. As of April 30, 2020, we were in the black. As the closure of our facility to 

outside rentals continues (for safety purposes), we will continue to lose some of our rental income. Some 

of our operating expenses are  lower, but not all.  So, please continue to give as generously as you are able 

to help us continue strong.  Here are some project updates: 

  

Vine Street Project  

 The work on Vine Street Community Park 

has continued.  The drip system is in and all 

the new plantings are in the ground. The next 

phase is installation of decomposed granite 

and finally an area of new grass. 

 Selection of benches, tables and trash cans 

are done, although orders will not be 

finalized until funding is available.  

 We are nearing the home stretch with fund 

raising for Vine Street Community Park. We 

understand that finishing this project is a big task given the COVID-19 crisis. We need to raise 

another $20,000 to complete all the elements of the park. We have $143,000 pledged or received to 

date, with the total project cost at $163,000.  

 

Sanctuary Ad Hoc Committee 

 The two construction contractors have submitted preliminary numbers and their numbers are in the 

hands of our architect who will work with them to clarify questions and ensure that we understand 

what the numbers mean.  

 

Campus Maintenance 

 Our custodial service and our custodial assistant, Jonas Sirait, have continued to work to ensure the 

cleanliness of our facility, always focusing on disinfecting all high touch surfaces as well as doing 

some extra focused cleaning. We are ordering supplies to prepare for our needs when the Session 

discerns it is safe to start in-person gatherings. There is no definitive date set at this time.  

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask a member of the Property and Finance 

Committee: Shirley Harry (Moderator), Dick Jones, Paul Raine, Steve Teele, Todd Hunter and Pastor 

Cheryl. 



 

Ways to Continue Giving 

NEW PHONE APP AVAILABLE! 

 

As you consider your planned tithes and offerings to the church this year, the leadership of the church 

humbly asks you to give as you are able in the midst of this crisis, knowing that all of us may be impacted 

differently.  

 

The ministry of our Deacons continues as well and your generous donations would be welcomed.  The 

Deacons are still actively helping those in our community that so desperately need help.  To the extent of 

your ability, we would greatly appreciate any help you can give.   

 

All gifts may be mailed to: 

First Presbyterian Church 

P.O. Box 2009 

Redlands, CA 92373 

 

We can now give through an app on our smart phones: 

  
 

Download the app. Then you can just enter the church’s name, or our zip code (less typing), and then 

select from the churches displayed. You will need to create an account and a password and then you are 

on your way to donating. It took Pastor Cheryl only a couple of minutes to make her first donation!  

 

Currently, there are two funds to contribute to using this app: General Operating Fund and The Vine 

Street Park. The capability to contribute directly to the Deacons Fund will be added in the future. Once 

you set up our church and your payment method (checking account or credit card), the app remembers, 

making your second donation easier than your first. Pastor Cheryl, our test subject, successfully tried 

this too!  

 

As with all online services there is a fee; but through the Presbyterian Foundation we have the lowest fee 

on the market, which is a flat 2% of the gift. You do have the option to contribute the 2% fee, if you would 

like, or the church will receive your donation minus the 2% service fee. Ease has a price, they say!  But, 

we are moving in the right direction to accommodate our more tech savvy members.  

 

We hope to have a button to allow contributions on our website within the next couple of weeks as well.   
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Congregational Opportunities to Gather Electronically  

by Zoom  

 

You will have three different opportunities in June to gather electronically with others in addition to  

our Facebook Live worship services!  Sunrise Lectio Divina will be offered by Zoom, see article on page 

11. Conversation and Prayer will continue the first and third week of June. Then on the second and 

fourth week of June we will explore the psalm for the day. Pastor Cheryl will be using Hebrew as well as 

Christian sources and multiple translations to give us some insights and prompt our discussions. This 

information will be sent out via email during our Wednesday and Sunday updates as well. 

 

Here is the information you will need to attend the Zoom gatherings: 

Topic: Sunrise Lectio Divina (Notice Time Change) 

 

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86135058756                 Meeting ID: 861 3505 8756 

Thursday, Jun 4, 2020   8:00 A.M. 

        Thursday, Jun 11, 2020   8:00 A.M. 

        Thursday, Jun 18, 2020   8:00 A.M. 

         Thursday, Jun 25, 2020  8:00 A.M. 

 

Topic: A Time for Conversation and Prayer (Notice Time Change) 

    

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89731614035                  Meeting ID: 897 3161 4035 

      Tuesday, Jun 2, 2020  11:00 A.M. 

         Tuesday, Jun 16, 2020  11:00 A.M. 

         Tuesday, Jun 30, 2020  We will not be meeting on this day 

  

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85015441276                  Meeting ID: 850 1544 1276 

Thursday, June 4, 2020  6:30 P.M. 

 Thursday, June 18, 2020 6:30 P.M. 

 

Topic: A Psalm for the Day  

In preparation for our time together, read the psalm for the day in multiple translations if you can. 

Here is a website that has many different translations of the bible:  biblegateway.com. 

 

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89175935877                  Meeting ID: 891 7593 5877 

. 

         Tuesday, Jun 9, 2020  11:00 A.M. Psalm 85 

         Tuesday, Jun 23, 2020  11:00 A.M. Psalm 99 

 

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82019227217                  Meeting ID: 820 1922 7217 

Thursday, Jun 11, 2020  6:30 P.M. Psalm 87 

         Thursday, Jun 25, 2020 6:30 P.M. Psalm 101 
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Session Highlights 

May 2020 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held the regularly scheduled 

Stated Session Meeting, via a Zoom Meeting, on Monday, May 18, 2020.   

No formal actions were taken at this meeting, but Session Committee Moderators reported on the 

committee discussions of the article “Preparing Leaders to Relaunch Church.”  Session members (along 

with the Board of Deacons) continue to connect with members and regular attendees of FPCR Worship 

Services.  It was noted that the current services (via Facebook Live) are going extremely well and 

attendees are enjoying seeing familiar faces in the service, as well as participating in the service, even 

though it continues to be remotely.  Special thanks were expressed to Paul Raine for his continued 

guidance and leadership “producing” the services, and to Dr. Joe Modica for his work with members of 

the Chancel Choir, remotely putting together an anthem for the 10:00 A.M. service.   

 

In addition, Session received the Financial Report for the month ending April 30, 2020: 

 

Total Income:       $23,401.04       

Total Expenditures:      $21,852.30      

Excess Income/Expenses:       $1,548.74   

Balance in General Account:           $84,997.38 

 

The next Stated Session Meeting will be held via Zoom on Monday, June 22, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. 
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Summer Sunrise 

Thursdays at 8:00 A.M. 

 

Our Summer Sunrise Series begins Thursday, June 4, at 8:00 

A.M. via email and Zoom for those who have access to this 

technology. Note the new time of 8:00 A.M. We will meet for 

six Thursdays in a row, concluding on Thursday, July 9, 

2020. Pastor Cheryl, Chris Kane and Jerri Rodewald will be 

facilitators for Sunrise.    

 

The Sunrise Series is a time to reflect on scripture that is scheduled as the preaching text for the coming 

Sunday. We listen for the stirring of the Spirit in our lives through the text. We will use Lectio Divina, 

which is a contemplative way to encounter God’s word.  The question explored in this process is: “How 

is God speaking into one’s life at this particular time through this particular text?” The Spirit always 

surprises participants in ways that bring fresh insights into our lives. Come and listen for the Spirit’s 

stirrings in your own life with others. 
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 Children and Youth Corner 

 
 
 

Parents, continue to look for emails from Pastor Cheryl as she will be sharing resources for your 
children and youth to enjoy at home. With school out for the summer, let’s remember our children 
and youth in prayer along with their parents. As we all know, this summer will be an unusual one 
and we don’t know what school will look like for the coming year.  

 

We have two graduating High School Seniors this year: 

Margaret Ndipagbor and Thesa Santosa.  The Christian 

Education Committee is recognizing these graduates with 

gift certificates that will be emailed to them. Send a card 

or a text or greeting to these two graduates! Wilson 

Kayange has the contact information for these two 

graduates or you can send cards to the church and we will 

forward them! 



 

 

Next Stated Meeting of the 

Presbytery of Riverside 

Saturday, June 13, 2020 via 

Zoom 

Meeting starts at 10:00 A.M. 

 

Commissioners of the Presbytery will gather 

from east and west, and north and south to 

attend the Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of 

Riverside on Saturday, June 13, 2020 via 

Zoom technology. The meeting is an open 

meeting, which means observers are 

welcomed to experience a Presbytery meeting 

first hand. Please pray for all commissioners, 

ruling elders and teaching elders, who will 

work together to discern God’s leading for the 

Presbytery during this unprecedented time in 

all of our lives.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you still wondering how to join activities via 

Zoom? Does it sound intimidatingly 

complicated to download the app and join a 

meeting? 

Well, there are several tutorials on YouTube 

that will show you step by step how to do it. You 

can use a smart phone, a tablet, a laptop, or 

your desktop computer (providing it has a 

camera and microphone).  

You can download the app from this link:  

https://zoom.us/download or you can simply 

click on the link provided in the invitation and 

the app will download automatically. 

Here’s a tutorial link on YouTube: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=9isp3qPeQ0E 

There are several different ones, so if you don’t 

like this presentation, choose one of the others. 

Don’t let fear of the unknown keep you from 

trying this app! You will find that it’s not 

difficult and it will boost your computer skill 

confidence level to master this useful tool. Best 

of all, you will enjoy connecting with your 

church family from the safety of your own 

home, or car, or patio, or anywhere you are 

comfortable.  

YouTube even has tutorials on how to look your 

best in a Zoom meeting.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=ACNGhPKnmok 

So, join your church family! You will be 

surprised how satisfying it is. 
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First Presbyterian 

Church of Redlands 

Living the heart & mind 

of Christ at the heart of 

the city 

The mission of the First 

Presbyterian Church of 

Redlands is to grow 

spiritually with the 

community by sharing 

the love of Jesus Christ 

with all who seek to 

know God through 

worship, prayer, 

fellowship, and 

evangelism. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF REDLANDS 

An inclusive Community 

of Faith, Living the Heart 

and Mind of Christ at the 

Heart of the City 
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P.O. Box 2009 

Redlands CA 92373 
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www.FPCRedlands.org 
 

Return Service 

Requested 

You can Save Postage + 

Save Paper = 

Save $$ by subscribing by email. 

We are pleased to share our newsletter with you and we 

welcome your comments! 

You may also view this newsletter on our web site. Go to 

www.fpcredlands.org and then click on The Messenger 

tab at the top of the page. 


