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The Messenger 

During the month of August, in the Sunday morning worship service, we are 

going to sojourn from Bethlehem to the country of Moab with Elimelech and 

his family. The Book of Ruth is the story of ordinary people uprooted by 

famine, not unlike people today around the globe impacted by global 

warming and the loss of sustainable crops.  Elimelech and his family moved 

once because of famine, but then unimaginable loss caused yet another 

move for Elimelech’s wife Naomi. The overarching story that unfolds in this 

short book has been repeated again and again throughout history, as God’s 

people have sought to survive and even thrive in the midst of life’s 

unpredictable circumstances. 

 

We are living through a time in history when much of what was considered 

normal has been uprooted and moved in some way, not because of a famine, 

but because of the coronavirus. Most of us have not had to physically move, 

yet some in our community may very well be uprooted because of this crisis 

and the expiring eviction moratoriums. We know that the economy is far 

from recovering and many are still out of work. Businesses are also closing 

for good, which will make recovery even slower. Household incomes have 

been lost for some, while essential workers work long grueling hours. What 

has become normal these days seems to be uncertainty. 

 

If we were to turn back the clock in our minds and reflect on our 

celebrations as we moved from 2019 to 2020, I imagine none of us saw 

coming what we are experiencing today. None of us knew that face masks 

would become standard daily apparel. None of us knew that our economy 

would take another precipitous dive. None of us knew that worship would be 

via Facebook Live. None of us expected the 2020 that we have experienced. 

 

Yet, our experience is simply part of the ongoing human story, such as the 

stories chronicled in the pages of scriptures. I am certain that when Naomi 
(Continued on page 6) 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN MONTHLY BOOK CLUB 

The FPC Book Club will meet via Zoom on 

August 6th, at 7:00 P.M.  
 

The group will discuss The Splendid and 

the Vile: A Saga of Churchill, Family, and 

Defiance During the Blitz, by Erik Larson. 

Then in September, join in on the 

discussion of The Warmth of Other Suns: 

The Epic Story of America’s Great 

Migration, by Isobel Wilkerson.  

“In this epic, beautifully written 

masterwork, Pulitzer Prize–winning author 

Isabel Wilkerson chronicles one of the great 

untold stories of American history: the 

decades-long migration of black citizens 

who fled the South for northern and western 

cities, in search of a better life. “* 

*Goodreads.com   
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August 3 Golda Gultom 

August 6 Zeresh Justine 

August 16 Kiva Leilani Thompson 

August 17 Helen Waitz 

August 19 Jeffry Suban 

August 19 Kristina Hine 

August 20 Walter N. Smith 

August 21 Lori Zak 

August 25 Oldin Lumbanraja  
(Simanjuntak) 

August 26 Terry Zeidler 

August 28 Wilson Kayange 

August 28 Richard Paul Frederick 

August 30 Zaira Azar 

August 31 Furriha Bhatti 

August 31 Susan Hunter 



All Services Will Be on Facebook 

Live:  

10:00 A.M. English and  

5:00 P.M. Indonesian 

2nd Sunday of the month at 11:30 A.M. 

in Urdu 

https://www.facebook.com/First-

Presbyterian-Church-of-Redlands-

106569590974548 

 

August 2, 2020 Communion 

First Reading  Psalm 121:8 

Second Reading  Ruth 1:1-22 

The Message  Twists and Turns 

 

August 9, 2020     

First Reading  Luke 2:36-38 

Second Reading  Ruth 2:1-23 

The Message  A Glimmer of Hope 

   

August 16, 2020  

First Reading  Matthew 7:7-8 

Second Reading  Ruth 3:1-18 

The Message  Daring to Act 

 

August 23, 2020 

First Reading  Luke 1:46-55 

Second Reading  Ruth 4:1-22 

The Message  New Beginnings 

 

August 30, 2020  

First Reading  Psalm 105:1-6 

Second Reading  Romans 12:9-21 

The Message  From the Center  
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AUGUST 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

 

 

 

Presbytery of Riverside Has 
New Staff 

 

The Presbytery of Riverside welcomed Jim 

Strand as their new Office Manager in July. Jim 

is from Hemet and he will be working at our 

campus, in the Presbytery Office, from 9 A.M. to 

1 P.M. Monday through Friday.  

 

Jim is well versed in Presbyterian ways, with 

experience as a Clerk of Session. He will be a 

wonderful resource to the Presbytery, given 

Shaunda Goegebuer’s resignation. 

 

Although the Presbytery, like the church, is 

minimizing in-person contacts at this point, it is 

good to know who is on campus! We extend our 

warm welcome to Jim Strand. 

Your Donations at Work 

Every month, the office receives numerous 

letters expressing gratitude for the support the 

members of FPC Redlands provide.  While 

organizations like Redlands Family Services, 

Friends of Forman Christian College, Veterans 

Health Administration Voluntary Service, and 

Christian Counseling Service rely on your 

backing to provide things like meals, bus 

passes, tuition, family counseling, and so much 

more, they NEVER take your generosity for 

granted. Their heartfelt letters of appreciation 

express that every time we send a donation. 



What is gracious leadership?  Jesus models 

it for us through his consistent call for us 

not to judge nor to wield power over others.  

We are to love first, not judge first. 

Gracious leaders are not preoccupied with 

who is right or wrong, good or bad, saint or 

sinner. Gracious leaders do not see 

differences as a problem but welcome them 

and treat them as opportunities for learning 

about self, others, and the issue at hand.  

Gracious leaders know how to assist a 

community to arrive at faithful decisions in 

the midst of pluralistic understandings of an issue. Gracious leadership 

is not about holding power over others; it is about knowing how to 

empower others to share their gifts and experience and to do that which 

is beneficial to the community. Gracious leaders do not focus on self-

interest, but on community well being. Gracious leaders do not withhold 

information, and thereby hold onto power. They avoid narrow depiction 

of any issue, instead opting for a wide-angle, expanded view to see the 

fuller vision or truth of an issue. Gracious leaders know themselves very 

well, especially the privilege and power associated with their 

backgrounds and role. They know how to use these privileges and 

power, not for their own gain, but in order to help their community 

flourish.  

Gracious leadership is one of the six currencies in Eric Law’s cycle of 

blessings that we have been exploring this year. We started by exploring 

the currency of relationship, then the currency of truth, next the 

currency of wellness and this month the currency of gracious leadership. 

We still have two currencies to go: Currency of time and place and the 

currency of money. Notice that currency of money will be the last and 

not the first currency we explore. This is intentional in creating a cycle of 

blessings. If we start with money we neglect the other five currencies 

that make possible the sustainability and flourishing of an organization. 

Money is only one of the currencies, not the only currency. Let’s not 

forget this truth as we move through this season of economic 

uncertainty. 

HOLY CURRENCIES 

Cycle of Blessings for  
Sustainability 

Currency of Gracious Leadership 
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We are to love 

first, not judge 

first.  

Gracious leaders 

avoid narrow 

depiction of any 

issue, instead 

opting for a wide-

angle, expanded 

view to see the 

fuller vision or 

truth of an issue. 
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Congregational Opportunities to Gather Electronically  

 

         by  

 

 

On Tuesdays at 11:00 A.M. during the m onth of August, w e w ill continue to explore the 

Book of Ruth.  Here are the topics: 

 August 4  Background of Ruth and Chapter 1  

 August 11 Ruth Chapter 2  

 August 18 Ruth Chapter 3 

 August 25 Ruth Chapter 4 

Here is the information you will need to join the meeting: 

Meeting ID: 811 6431 1229 

Passcode: FPCR 

Watch for the hyperlink information in the church-wide emails that are sent out three times per week. 

 

New Opportunity: On Sunday mornings, after  m orning w orship, w e are going to  try an 

informal zoom gathering to just check-in with each other on August 9th and August 23rd. The 

gathering will start at 11:15 A.M. and go for a half hour or so, like our traditional fellowship time. We 

can talk about the morning worship service, life’s adventures during COVID or whatever you’d like to 

catch up on with each other. We will see how the experience goes and craft others, as desired.  

Here is the information you will need to join the meeting: 

 Meeting ID: 812 8461 4264 

Passcode: FPCR 

 

Watch for the hyperlink information in the church-wide emails that are sent out three times per week. 

  

 



 

Coverings of Love 

By Debbie Law, Moderator of PWP Riverside 

 

“This is my commandment, that you love one 

another as I have loved you.” 

John 15:12 (NRSV) 

 

In early March, when COVID-19 began to change 

the way the world gathered, Presbyterian Women 

in the PC(USA) began making the difficult 

decisions to postpone, cancel, and re-organize 

our gatherings and meetings. While our 

commitment to gather in one physical body had 

changed, our faithfulness to gather in one spirit 

had not. For the last four months, Presbyterian 

Women in the Presbytery of Riverside’s 

commitment to mission engagement, justice and 

peace, and inclusion have continued to be at the 

forefront of who we are. Pacific Presbytery’s 

virtual music festival and digital fundraiser 

created space for inter-presbytery collaboration 

and for Presbyterian Women to continue mission 

engagement during these unprecedented times. 

 

Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of 

Riverside joined Presbyterian Women in Pacific 

Presbytery in making and sewing face coverings 

for our most vulnerable communities. LA County 

neighbors and communities will receive face 

coverings that will be distributed through 

churches who serve food daily to those who are 

displaced and in vulnerable situations. PWP 

Riverside contributed to the 1,269 face coverings 

that were collected. PWP 

Riverside is grateful for Lina 

Tan and Karen Dwight of 

Presbyterian Women in the 

Congregation of FPC 

Redlands who made face 

coverings and for their 

continued commitment to 

PW’s Purpose and mission 

engagement.  
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married Elimelech in 

Bethlehem, she never 

thought in her wildest 

dreams that she would be 

moving to Moab. She never 

thought she would 

unexpectedly loose her 

beloved husband and 

certainly not her two 

precious sons. In her worst 

nightmare, she never 

imagined herself a destitute widow filled with 

unspeakable grief, but that is her story in the first 

chapter of Ruth. 

 

What twists and turns has your life taken that you 

least expected? What circumstances that were 

beyond your control upended your plans and 

changed your life’s direction? What twists and 

turns has the life of this church taken that caused 

changes to its ministries? How will coronavirus 

change the landscape of our ministries as we 

envision the future? 

 

What I appreciate about God’s word is the vast 

tapestry of stories contained within it. Sure, there 

are those biblical heroes, those who seem larger 

than life. But, there are also stories such as the 

one chronicled in the Book of Ruth of two widows 

and a farmer in an out-of-the-way village. 

Through this story, God takes Naomi’s 

overwhelming grief and transforms it into a future 

that no one would have ever imagined. God can 

transform our experiences. Who knows what 

might be done with our grief, as well as our joy, 

that we lay before God in the 

midst of these uncertain 

times. With God, all things are 

possible! 

 

Ready for transformation, 

Pastor Cheryl 

 

(Continued from page 1) The Pastor’s Corner 
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Outreach Update 
 

Dear Friends, 

Greetings from the Outreach Committee! I am writing today to pass along 

thanks from the ‘Friends of PEB’, for FPCR’s donation supporting 

educational scholarships for school-aged children in Pakistan. 

The mission of Friends of PEB (Presbyterian Education Board) is to provide education to individuals of 

all religious backgrounds, regardless of their ability to pay, and to focus particularly on "the poorest of 

the poor." The educational experiences that they provide help to instill core values such as self-esteem, 

self-confidence, self-discipline, integrity, tolerance and respect for others. The struggle for educational 

success is especially difficult in Pakistan, and even more so for the country’s poorest of the poor, 

located in the Punjab province. Taken together with your generosity in support of college-aged 

students, we are making a difference in this one region of the world with the greatest needs.  

With the recent heightened level of caution because of COVID-19, please keep the following local 

organizations in mind when contributing monetary and material gifts for the most vulnerable in our 

community. 

Best Regards, 

Monica M. Frederick 

Moderator, Outreach Committee 

909-894-9661 

Monicafrederick200@gmail.com 

 

Redlands Charitable Resource Center – Sack Lunches 

There is now one location that will be open for sack lunch donations through December 31, 2020: 612 

Lawton Street, Redlands CA 92373. This is the Family Service Association of Redlands location. The 

new hours are: 

 Tuesdays: 1:00 P.M. to 2:00 P.M. (drop off 12:50 P.M. to 1:45 P.M.) 

 Wednesday through Monday:  10:00 A.M. to 12:00 Noon (drop off 9:45 A.M. to 11:45 A.M.) 

If you can donate sack lunches, the following is a list of suggested contents: 

2 sandwiches (baloney & cheese, P&J, tuna, etc.) 

2 fresh fruits (easy to chew) 

2 snack type foods (chips, crackers, soft granola bars, etc.) 

2 deserts (cookies, candy bars, etc.) 

Water and napkin 

Monetary donations are gratefully welcomed and may be made using PayPal (rcrchelp.com) or by 

mailing a check payable to the Redlands Charitable Resources Coalition, Inc (RCRC), Box 8157, 

Redlands, CA 92375 

 

(Continued on page 9) 
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PROPERTY AND FINANCE 

UPDATE 

 

 

  

Vine Street Project  

Banners have been ordered to welcome the community to Vine Street Community Park. The banners 

will be placed near the park entrances on 4th Street and Vine Street.  

The anticipated delivery date for the benches and tables is the week of August 24th. Once they arrive, 

installation can take place. Some assembly will be required. The trash cans have arrived and 

have been placed in the park. 

As of July 20, 2020, we have raised $148,909.99 for the park from 49 different donors. Included in 

these donors are people from our church family as well as organizations and individuals from 

our community! I consistently hear from our community neighbors, “Thank you.” This park 

witnesses to our commitment to live the heart and mind of Christ at the heart of the city! 

 

Sanctuary Ad Hoc Committee 

The financial comparisons between construction contractors based on conceptual drawings is 

nearing completion. This will be a substantial project and will take the involvement of our 

community and granting organizations beyond ourselves to make it possible. Remember, that 

even in challenging times such as this, with God all things are possible! 

 

Finances and Property Usage 

Our individual giving remains strong and for that we are extremely grateful. As of June 30, 2020, 

though, our rental income was $12,000 less than anticipated due to COVID-19 related closures 

of in-person gatherings.  Organizations that would normally rent from us, but are unable to due 

to COVID-19 would have provided approximately $3,500 of income monthly. The Session is well 

aware of these financial challenges as we move into the second half of the year, realizing that we 

may have to forego some planned expenditures as we monitor the impact on our cash balance. 

 

If you ever have any questions or concerns about facility issues, please ask Shirley Harry, Moderator of 

Property and Finance, or Pastor Cheryl.  
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Family Service Association of Redlands (FSA) – You can make a donation through Gerrard’s on 

your next shopping trip and Gerrard’s will purchase Rice, Pasta and Dried Potatoes, which is what FSA 

most needs.  You can also drop donations off at Chris Kane’s place of employment: 538 E. Stuart Ave, 

Redlands between 10 A.M. and 3 P.M. Ring bell for assistance. You can also send donations directly to 

FSA at 612 Lawton Street, Redlands, CA 92374 and mark them “COVID Emergency Food Response”, as 

more and more people are struggling with food insecurity. 

 

Redlands Community Hospital – You can send thank-you notes to hospital staff by addressing your 

cards to RCH Hospital Foundation, 350 Terracina Blvd, Redlands, CA 92373 Attn: Jan Opdyke.  

 

(Continued from page 7) 

Deacons Message 

Did you know that the Board of Deacons is established by the Session and is under the supervision and 

authority of the Session? The ministry of the Board of Deacons “is one of compassion, witness, and 

service, sharing in the redeeming love of Jesus Christ to the poor, the hungry, the sick, the lost, the 

friendless, the oppressed, those burdened by unjust policies or structures, or anyone in distress”. [Book 

of Order G-2.0201] 

Your Deacons are meeting by Zoom and it is always a delight to see everyone’s smiling faces when we 

meet. Your Deacons are actively engaged in caring for our congregation through calls, care packages 

and correspondence. They are also active in our community thanks to your generous gifts. The Deacons 

hope to distribute $7,150.00 in financial gifts to their ministries of compassion, witness and service in 

our community during 2020. These funds are separate from the church ministries and are not funded 

by our General Giving. Deacons is a giving opportunity above and beyond our tithes and offerings. 

2019 Yearend Balance of Funds   $ 1,144.17 

2020 YTD Revenue Received 

Sunday Contributions   $    964.00 

 Contributions    $ 1,836.05 (Provident Bank Community Grant 

        based on deposits associated with our 

 2020 YTD Total Gifts    $ 2,801.01 church)  

 Total Available Funds   $ 3,945.18 

 Total YTD Disbursements  $ 2,594.00 

Remaining Funds    $ 1,351.18 

During 2020 the Deacons will need additional donations of at least $3,000 to reach 

their distribution goal. As y ou know , our  com munity  ha s more needs tha n ev er  due to 

the economic hardships wrought by COVID-19. Your generosity makes the work of our Deacons 

ministry possible.  

Let me tell you about one of the community organizations we are helping this year: Quarterly, we 

purchase bus passes for the Loma Linda Veteran Administration. These passes help our Veterans get to 

the hospital and clinics for their health care. Our veterans sacrificed a lot, serving our country by 

responding to the call to arms. We are proud to be able to give back just a little with your generous 

support. Thank you for all you do to help make our ministry to the community possible. 

Outreach Update 

x-apple-data-detectors://13
x-apple-data-detectors://14
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 Children and Youth Corner 

 

Young Disciples continue to be wonderful worship leadership for our weekly online worship as 

they share the Prayer for Illumination with us. Thank you, parents, for helping your young 

disciples participate! If your child or youth has not had an opportunity and would like one, please 

let Wilson Kayange know! Wilson schedules the young disciples for this opportunity.  

 

Calling all parents! Make sure your Young Disciples are online for Zoom Sunday School which is 

premiering on Sunday, July 5, at 1:00 P.M.  Our very own Wilson Kayange is organizing this 

opportunity using our curriculum and its video resources. Parents, stay tuned for emails and/or 

texts from Wilson as he shares the details about how to connect via Zoom! 

 

 

 



 

 

Session Highlights 

July, 2020 

 

 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held the regularly scheduled Stated Session 

Meeting, via a Zoom Meeting, on Monday, July 20, 2020 and took the following action at the meeting: 

 

 Received the Financial Report for the month ending June 30, 2020: 

 

Total Income:       $23,497.21      

Total Expenditures:     $29,048.97      

Excess Income/Expenses:      ($5,551.76)   

Balance in General Account:          $68,534.35 

 

In addition, the Session received information and discussed the following items: 

 

 Two positions, the Nursery Care Worker and the Evening Musician, have been eliminated as of July 

1, 2020.  The Personnel Committee regrets having to take this action, but the two positions are not 

necessary at this time. 

 A project to expand the size of the sound equipment area at the rear of the Sanctuary has been 

approved by the Property & Finance Committee.  The Rager families are donating the labor and 

materials for this project.  Session members expressed their gratitude to the Ragers for this gift of 

time and materials for the project.  Recording (streaming) equipment will be ordered with the grant 

monies from the Presbytery, when approved.   

 Christian Education opportunities continue to be offered electronically. FPCR offerings have 

included a weekly seminar by Jim Appleton (“Essential Elements for Successful Leadership”) and 

classes from Pastor Cheryl (“Presbyterian 101”). Virtual Sunday School classes are also being 

offered to FPCR youth and children.  

 A newly established Session committee to begin to discuss FPCR “relaunching” plans for in-person 

worship and activities (committee consisting of Committee Moderators, Pastor Cheryl, and Pastor 

Hart) will meet on Tuesday, July 28, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. via Zoom.   
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First Presbyterian 

Church of Redlands 

Living the heart & mind 

of Christ at the heart of 

the city 

The mission of the First 

Presbyterian Church of 

Redlands is to grow 

spiritually with the 

community by sharing 

the love of Jesus Christ 

with all who seek to 

know God through 

worship, prayer, 

fellowship, and 

evangelism. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF REDLANDS 

An inclusive Community 

of Faith, Living the Heart 

and Mind of Christ at the 

Heart of the City 

 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

First Presbyterian 
Church of Redlands 

 
100 Cajon Street 
P.O. Box 2009 

Redlands CA 92373 
 

(909) 793-2839 
FPCRedlands@gmail.com 

www.FPCRedlands.org 
 

Return Service 

Requested 

You can Save Postage + 

Save Paper = 

Save $$ by subscribing by email. 

We are pleased to share our newsletter with you and we 

welcome your comments! 

You may also view this newsletter on our web site. Go to 

www.fpcredlands.org and then click on The Messenger 

tab at the top of the page. 


