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The Messenger 

Our nation is in turmoil as the pandemics of racism and the unseen virus 

continues to seethe. Our nation has passed a milestone that is riddled with 

grief too deep to speak with over 204,000 precious loved ones claimed by 

the coronavirus and almost one million worldwide. The whole of creation is 

groaning as fires continue to rage on the west coast and storms churn in the 

south. We are living in the midst of tumultuous times that are straining our 

national character as polarization continues to make civic discourse nearly 

impossible. What are we to do as God’s people? 

I have been hearing these words from the prophet Isaiah in the depth of my 

soul, “You shall be called the repairer of the breach.” The prophet Isaiah is 

speaking to God’s people about true and false worship, because they seem 

bent on serving their own interests, rather than God’s. They put on a good 

show as they worship, but then they quarrel and fight with each other and 

even strike each other with a wicked fist. They oppress their workers, while 

lining their pockets with profits. They forsake the ordinances of God, 

refusing to love their neighbors. Does this sound familiar? It should, as this 

seems descriptive of the current climate in our country as you listen to 

media outlets or read news publications. 

Even so, worship continues across our great country. Worship of the Creator 

of the heavens and earth continues. Yet, does our worship of the Triune God 

compel us to work as repairers the breach in our society or are we stoking 

the divisions?  

As our very contentious election draws near, how are we to be citizens of the 

kingdom that has come near through Christ Jesus? Isaiah gives us a glimpse 

of what this kingdom looks like saying to the people of God, “Loose the 

bonds of injustice, undo the thongs of the yoke, let the oppressed go free. 

Share your bread with the hungry, bring the homeless poor into your house, 

and clothe the naked.” Jesus echoed this vision as he began his ministry  

(Continued on page 6) 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN MONTHLY BOOK CLUB 

The FPC Book Club will meet via Zoom on October 1st, at 7:00 P.M. 

The group will discuss Criminal 

Composition, by Maya Zebley. 

In November, In the Country of 

Women, by Susan Straight will 

come under discussion.  Susan 

Straight, a Southern California 

native and an Inland Empire 

resident, writes the stories of 

the women in her husband’s 

family and her own, that reflect 

the hardship and gumption of 

women pushing onward against 

difficult and even violent 

circumstances. 
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October 2 Connie Robison 

October 2 Luann Bangsund 

October 6 Samina Roiballove 

October 6 Deborah Smith 

October 9 Emily Evans 

October 10 Nasreen Barkat 

October 11 Paul Raine 

October 12 Lorraine Jorgenson 

October 14 Tom Stewart 

October 18 John  Plassmeyer  

October 20 Marcia Fagan 

October 25 Jean Vieten 

October 26 Helmi Merkley 

October 28 Kathleen Wilmot 

October 29 Peggy Cavaghan 



All Services Will Be on Facebook 

Live:  

10:00 A.M. English and  

5:00 P.M. Indonesian 

2nd Sunday of the month at 11:30 A.M. 

in Urdu 

https://www.facebook.com/First-

Presbyterian-Church-of-Redlands-

106569590974548 

 

October 4, 2020  World Communion 
    Sunday 

First Reading  Isaiah 55:1-3 

Second Reading  Genesis 11:1-9 

The Message  Let’s Build for  
    Ourselves 

October 11, 2020   
   

First Reading  Luke 12:13-15 

Second Reading  Isaiah 41:1, 8-10 

The Message  When Fear Knocks 

  
October 18, 2020 
   

First Reading  Galatians 3:26-28 

Second Reading  Acts 15:1-9 

The Message  Divided by Fear 

 

October 25, 2020 
 

First Reading  Psalm 105:1-6 

Second Reading  1 Timothy 6:18-19 

The Message  Gallery of Abundance 
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AUGUST 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

 

 

The office is staffed for receiving calls and 

emails on Mondays and Thursdays, from 11:00 

A.M. until 3:00 P.M. Judy is not receiving in-

person visits yet, but if you need to drop 

something off or pick something up, call ahead 

and she will greet you at the gate. 

Greetings to PW and Circle Bible 
Study members! 

Here's an update on our future meetings: 

 Sarah Circle will meet via Zoom on October 

15, at 11:00 A.M., Lesson 1. 

 Wenonah Circle will meet in person at the 

church, in Classroom 1, on Oct. 8 and Oct. 

22, at 1:00 P.M. 

 Eve Circle to be decided by the members 

We are looking forward to our PW Redlands 

Fall Gathering via Zoom on Saturday, Nov. 14 at 

11:00 - 12:30. At our business meeting we will 

vote on the proposed 2021 budget. Then during 

the Dedication Service, we will bless and 

dedicate our thank offering. Since we will not be 

able to give our offerings in person you can 

send a check to Karen Dwight, our Treasurer, 

and she will make sure the donations get to the 

designated place. 

I hope this message finds everyone in good 

health and spirits. Blessings from your PW 

coordinating team, Gayle Timilione 

(Moderator), Jerri Rodewald  (Secretary), 

Karen Dwight  (Treasurer), and Helen Waitz 

(Budget Overseer). 



 

“The ‘currency of money’ is something generally accepted as a 

medium of exchange, a measure of value, or a means of 

payment,” writes Eric Law. Yet, money only has its value when 

we exchange something for it. And you might notice that this 

currency was the sixth currency rather the first currency we 

explored as a holy currency. Eric Law reminds us that money 

is not a principality and power. Money is simply a tool and 

certainly not something we should bow down to.   

 

Yet, when we focus exclusively on the currency of money, to the exclusion of the other 

currencies, we tend to focus on scarcity rather than God’s economy of abundance. If 

we remember what we learned earlier from Eric Law, he reminds us that God owns 

everything and God gives abundantly. We are also not to keep what God has given us, 

we are to circulate these gifts so that God’s blessings will be recycled to create even 

more blessings. When the other five currencies flow, the currency of money will flow, 

too.  

 

The challenge of the currency of money is to keep it in perspective. The currency of 

money is not to dictate or control the ministry we can do as a church. The currency of 

money, along with all the other currencies, is to support the ministries to which God 

calls us to be engaged in locally as well as globally. The question is never how much 

money we have. The question is always what is God calling us to do and how are we 

going to do it!  

 

Given the financial impact of the coronavirus, it is imperative that we do not sell God 

short and think that somehow because our income has been reduced our ministries 

need to reduced. In reality, now may be the time we need to increase our ministries 

given the incredible need all around us. Maybe we need to employ more strategically 

the currencies of relationship, truth, wellness, gracious leadership, and time and 

place as well as money.  

 

The work is plentiful, but the harvesters are few says Jesus. So, let us willingly head to 

the field of plentiful ministry in the days, months and years ahead knowing that the 

currency of money is only one of six currencies that are required to flow to have a 

cycle of blessings for sustainability of our ministries. 

 

Questions to ponder this month: How would you evaluate the way you value money in 

your life and in ministry? Which economy is most at work in the way you view money: 

the economy of scarcity or God’s economy of abundance? 

HOLY CURRENCIES 

Cycle of Blessings for  
Sustainability 

Currency of Money 
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The Virtual Believe Walk 

Let’ Impact Our Community with Hope! 

Sunday, October 4, 2020 

 

As we celebrate World Communion Sunday this October 4, 2020, consider choosing a bread that 

represents a culture other than your own as we gather from east and west, and from north and south, as 

we remember our Christian siblings around the globe.  

 

October 4th also marks the Annual Believe Walk, which will take place virtually this year.  We have 

formed Team Presbyterian, yet again, and are inviting the whole Presbytery to join us as virtual walkers, 

donors and spiritual support.  Let’s give back to our community during this especially difficult time for 

people navigating cancer diagnoses in the midst of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 

“The purpose of the Stater Bros. Charities & Inland Women Fighting Cancer Believe Walk is to raise 

funds that support critical cancer-fighting organizations in this region. Through the generosity of 

sponsors and donors, the Believe Walk will directly impact lives by providing funds to improve cancer 

care and support services for cancer patients and their families, in the Inland Empire communities of 

Southern California. 

 

What a privilege it is to serve our community in this way! Let’s be Team Presbyterian for Christ! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunrise Continues in October! 

Thursdays at 7:00 A.M. 

 

 

There are three more opportunities in October to 

participate in Sunrise Lectio Divina, which 

simply translated means divine reading. Join 

others via Zoom on Thursday, October 1st, 8th and 

15th. The Meeting ID is 845 8385 8790 and the 

Password is Sunrise.  

 

Lectio Divina is a contemplative way to enter the 

biblical text.  Participants listen for the 

intersection of the biblical text with their lives 

through a word or phrase that draws their 

attention. Once a word or phrase is identified 

participants explore what that might mean for 

their lives. Our sharing is always invitational, 

which means you can choose to pass. What 

happens more often though, is that participants 

are sparked by the sharing of others, which leads 

to rich sharing. 

 

As the psalmist reminds us in the chaos of our 

world and daily lives, “Be still and know that I am 

God.” Sunrise is an opportunity to be still 

enough to hear God speak into our lives.   
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saying, “[I have been sent] 

to bring good news to the 

poor, proclaim release to 

the captives, recovery of 

sight to the blind, and to let 

the oppressed go free.” 

How is God calling us 

through our worship to be 

repairers of the breach? 

How is God calling you to be a repairer of the 

breach? As I reflect on these questions, what 

comes first and foremost to my mind is being a 

continual learner.  I have been veraciously 

listening to podcasts and reading articles, as well 

as books, to better understand what has brought 

our nation to this moment in time. Relying on our 

reformed tradition, “reformed and always 

reforming according to the word of God,” I 

humbly admit that I may not see clearly. Sure I 

have opinions, but maybe my thoughts are not the 

whole picture. If I am willing to stay curious and 

open, I might even discover something new from 

those whom I disagree with. 

None of us knows what November will bring as 

ballots are cast, but I know for certain that 

repairers of the breach will be desperately needed. 

Maybe we should practice being repairers of the 

breach as we move through October.  Let us 

humbly offer ourselves to this work by submitting 

our positions and opinions to the Holy One who 

simply says to us, “Love the Lord your God with 

all you heart, and with all your soul, and with all 

your strength, and with all your mind; and your 

neighbor as yourself.” 

Willing to be a repairer, 

Pastor Cheryl 

(Continued from page 1) The Pastor’s Corner 
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Seeking Nominations 

For Such a Time as This… 

Are You Called to be an Elder or Deacon? 

 

The Nominating Committee will begin their work soon. Elders and deacons are essential to our life and 

ministry together, even more so in this very challenging time.  

Twelve elders, along with our pastors, comprise the Session, which “exercises leadership, government, 

spiritual discernment and discipline and have responsibilities for the life of a congregation.”  

Nine deacons, along with our lead pastor, comprise the Deacons, which is a ministry of “compassion, 

witness, and service, sharing in the redeeming love of Jesus Christ” for those in need within our 

congregation and in our local community. Both callings nurture and serve the health and wholeness of 

our faith community.   

Our at large members of the nominating committee for 2020 are Lina Tan, Mark Evans and Rich 

Frederick. Our Moderator from Session and representative from Deacons will be named in October.  

Pastor Cheryl is an ex-officio member, which means without vote. 

As you discern whether or not to submit your name for consideration, please understand that this a 

call to active engagement. Currently, each Board meets monthly via Zoom. There is also work that will 

need to be done in addition to these meetings. 

All deacons will have opportunities to take the lead in some aspect of the Deacons’ work, which 

consists currently of calling and connecting with members of our congregation. When in-person 

activities are able to resume, deacons help with organizing fellowship volunteers, preparing 

communion elements, acting as liaisons with community organizations, in-person visitations and 

more.   

All elders will have the opportunity to be engaged in the work of the session, which is organized into 

these areas: Christian Education; Outreach; Personnel; Property and Finance; and Worship.  

This sacred work is a labor of love for our faith community, as we live the heart and mind of Christ at 

the heart of the city. Being the church is an exciting adventure as we seek God’s wisdom and trust in 

the power of the Spirit at work within, which enables us to do far more than we can ask or imagine. 
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Outreach Committee 

“For it is in giving that we receive.”  St. Francis of Assisi 

 

From Monica Frederick, Outreach Committee Moderator: On this smoke-and heat-free Sunday, I 

am writing with positive news about the church’s outreach activities. As Pastor Cheryl reminds us, 

“God’s abundance allows us to use our time, talents, treasures and testimony to bless others in our 

community.” We do this as a matter of practice, all year round. For instance, although the pandemic 

prohibits a group walk, the Believe Walk to support breast cancer research will continue virtually in 

October through Team Presbyterian’s steps. We are supporting vulnerable people internationally 

through mission and education. Our congregation contributed $1,000.00 to the Presbyterian Disaster 

Assistance fund to support victims of wildfires on the West coast of the USA.  

With active stewardship an ongoing value we hold, we asked people, “What have you been doing to 

bless others?” and, ‘How does it feel when you give?” Here are a few of the responses gathered, 

reflecting the goodness all around us. Enjoy!  

From first-time givers who contributed to the Sack Lunch ministry through Redlands 

Charitable Resource Center: “When I started making the sandwiches, it made me think of making 

lunches for my kids… comfort food; I wanted a PB&J! The set up was fun and it gave me something to 

do to get my mind off of things. The drop off was easy. The volunteers at Family Services were so 

welcoming, I drove up and they were right there to take the donation. Once I was done, I realized that 

this is very manageable; I will do it again next week.”  Susie Ramsay, retired teacher 

“It was actually simple to do; it made me feel that I was doing a good thing. I will definitely do it 

again.”  Aleta Rudrich, retired medical practice owner 

From Karen Dwight: In our  church w e have the K nitting Com panions w ho use their  

talent of knitting or crocheting to make prayer shawls, lap robes, and baby blankets. Since 2011 they 

have made over 100 shawls alone. Many lap robes were made for the veterans at the VA Hospital.   

Several babies were blessed with blankets. Since the Pandemic began, they have not been able to meet, 

but they still have continued to make the shawls, lap robes and blankets at home. 

Lina Tan has used her talent for sewing to make face masks.  In the last six months she says she has 

made over 400 face masks.  She says it keeps her busy.”  

From Norm Hamada: “The Covid-19 pandemic has created challenges for everyone.  At the same 

time, there are opportunities to serve others in a faithful manner.  Since October 2018, I have been the 

point person for the Hamada family to ensure support for my 97-year-old uncle who lives in Gardena, 

CA.  He was the victim of a home invasion (my other uncle did not survive) and spent months in the 

hospital and in an extended care facility.  I coordinated all issues related to medical care, insurance 

coverage, payment of all types of bills, repairs to his house, and networking with the local police.  He is 

now back at home and living independently (cooks for himself; does his laundry by hand).  My two 

brothers and I take turns on weekends to bring him groceries and have lunch.  We have committed to 

give the last full measure of our energies to support our uncle, the last of "The Greatest Generation" of 

the Hamada family.” 

Let Outreach know your story! How is God using you to bless others?  
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PROPERTY AND FINANCE UPDATE 

 

Vine Street Project  

 Well, getting our benches and tables delivered has been an adventure, but hopefully October will be 
the month! 

 At the end of September, brick pavers were installed at each of the entrances to tie the park 
entrances to the beautiful brick wall of the John Knox Building.  Welcome banners have been posted 
and the public is welcomed to begin using the park now.  Even in these socially distanced times, we 
trust that this new space will be a gift for those who need to connect with nature and the out of 
doors. I know I look forward to spending some time in this new space in the coming months. 

 Donations are still welcomed as we consider additional elements in the park that were not part of the 
original plans and for upkeep of the park. The new trees have flourished and will soon need to be 
shaped! Although we have dollars planned for extra landscaping, additional support will help us 
meet any unforeseen needs. An incredible thank you to everyone who has financially helped this 
park come into being! What a gift to us and our community as we live the heart and mind of Christ at 
the heart of the city.  

Sanctuary Ad Hoc Committee 

 The Sanctuary Ad Hoc committee is scheduled to meet on October 6th.  All the work that has been 
done to date to compare construction proposals on design concepts will be shared.  The first phase of 
work with the architect will be approved as complete and plans for the next steps will begin to be 
developed. It is exciting to envision our space being more accessible and flexible for us as well as for 
our community. Imagine our sanctuary being a space that draws the community to our campus not 
only on Sundays, but every other day of the week, too!   

Finances and Property Usage 

Here are some broad highlights from our financial reporting Year to Date August 30, 2020: 

         Actual -  Anticipated  =  Difference    

Donations and Pledges  $164,697.44  $159,666.72   $  5,030.72 

Rental Income   $  41,851.96  $  61,775.64  ($19,923.68) 

 

Total Income   $207,822.79  $223,077.92  ($15,255.13) 

Total Expense   $192,771.95  $221,721.84  ($28,949.89) 

Net Unrestricted Income $  15,050.84 

So, what do these numbers mean? Our combined donations and pledge income remain strong year to 
date; $5,030.72 more than anticipated as of August 30th. Our rental income is well below our anticipated 
income because of COVID-19 closures; $19,923.68 less than anticipated as of August 30th.  

The good news is our expenses as of August 30th are $28,949.89 below our budgeted expenses. Major 
savings include reduced electricity costs, reduced committee expenses and some reduced payroll 
expenses. There will be challenges ahead as this pandemic lingers on, yet God’s provision for us will be 
enough as we rely on God’s abundance, rather than accept a culture of scarcity.  

If you ever have any questions or concerns about finance or facility issues, please ask Shirley Harry, 
Moderator of Property and Finance, or Pastor Cheryl.  



10 

 

 

 

 

Adult Formation  

Tuesdays at 11:00 A.M. 

 

Conversations with Walter 
Brueggemann  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walter Brueggemann began serving as the William Marcellus McPheeters professor of Old Testament in 

1986 at Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Georgia.  

 

I was privileged to take a continuing education course from him during the summer of 2007. Although 

he had already retired, sitting at his feet that summer was like drinking water out of a fire hose, given 

his vast knowledge of the Hebrew Scriptures. The book that undergirded the continuing education 

course I attended, was entitled, Mandate to Difference: An Invitation to the Contemporary Church. For 

such a time as this, his works are particularly important.  

 

On four consecutive Tuesdays in October, at 11:00 A.M. we will gather by Zoom and watch together part 

of a conversation with Brueggemann. After the video presentation (8 to 11 minutes) we will unpack 

what we have heard and how it might challenge us as individuals and as a church. Pastor Cheryl will 

facilitate our sessions as outlined below: 

Tuesday, October 6th  The Body   

Tuesday, October 13th  The Place 

Tuesday, October 20th  Change the Conversation 

Tuesday, October 27th   Materiality   

I look forward to our conversations, as I am certain the Spirit will move among us and challenge us to 

consider Brueggemann’s words, which are grounded in our Holy Scriptures. 
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 Children and Youth Corner 

 

Students, how is your online school experience going these days? Please know that we are praying 

for you and for your teachers in this brave new world we find ourselves in. Just imagine the stories 

you will have from this very unique school year! 

 

We are encouraging all parents to make sure your Young Disciples are online for Zoom Sunday 

school, which takes place on Sundays at 1:00 P.M.  Our very own Wilson Kayange challenges our 

Young Disciples with bible stories, quizzes, music and memory verses through video resources. We 

also have cameo video appearances by others who offer us an encouraging word or bible challenge. 

Parents, stay tuned for texts from Wilson as he shares the details about how to connect via Zoom 

each Sunday. 

 Here is the information about connecting via Zoom: Zoom Meeting ID: 830 7443 

6361 and the Password is FPCR. 

 

A shout out to all the Young Disciples who have helped lead worship through the sharing of the 

Prayer for Illumination. Thank you, parents, for helping your Young Disciples participate! If your 

child or youth has not had an opportunity and would like to, please let Wilson Kayange know. 

Wilson schedules our children and youth for this opportunity.  

 

Calling all youth! Wilson is working on gathering all of you together; so connect with him and let 

him know your availability. Wilson and Pastor Cheryl would thoroughly enjoy getting together  for 

a Zoom youth event! 



 

Session Highlights 

September, 2020 

 

 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held the regularly scheduled Stated Session 

Meeting, via a Zoom Meeting, on Monday, September 21, 2020 and took the following action at the 

meeting: 

 Received the Financial Report for the month ending August 31, 2020: 

 Total Income:        $26,646.38     

Total Expenditures:       $22,249.80   

Excess Income/Expenses:      $  4,396.58   

Balance in General Account:      $86,580.79  

 Received the report from the recent Review of FPCR Records (Minutes and Register) for the years 

2018 and 2019.  For the year 2018, there were no exceptions.  For the year 2019, there were two 

exceptions:  1) There was no Full Audit Report conducted in 2019; and, 2) Delegates and/or 

Commissioners to the Presbytery of Riverside did not report to the Session after Presbytery 

meetings.  It was noted that each exception has already been or will be remedied in 2020.  

 Accepted with regret and with gratitude for his service, the resignation from Session by Ruling 

Elder Moses Bakhsh. 
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Greetings to all our members from your Board of Deacons. W e hope 

you are staying safe and healthy during this time of being apart. Even though 

we are not having in person services, we are still providing monetary 

contributions to the following Community services:  

We would like to send a 

big thank you to all who 

continue to send 

monetary support through checks to the Deacons. 

Your generosity enables us to continue to fulfill our obligations to our community and our church! 

Love and Blessings to all,     

Your Deacons  

 Family Service of Redlands 

 Home Again 

 Youth Hope 

 VA Bus Passes 

 Christian Counseling Services 

 RCRC 

 Refresh and Renew 

 Peanut Butter and Rice Fund 

 Pastor's Fund                 

  



 

 

 

Power of Connection 

An Opportunity to Give 
Beyond Ourselves 

 

 

Through the Power of Connection, the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A) raised the 

following funds through these special 

offerings in 2019: 

 $1,127,445 to address at-risk children 

and the needs of youth and young adults; 

 $1,687,916 to support reconciliation 

and peacemaking efforts; 

 $3,196,236 to support Church 

Leaders – retired, active and future. 

 

Through the Power of Connection, 

$6,011,597 was raised by 

congregations of the PC(U.S.A.) and 

shared locally and globally in order 

to positively impact lives.  

 

In 2019, we were part of this Power of Connection. As a church we contributed $3,362.10 through 

these causes as a local congregation. How might we multiply our efforts this year and exceed $3,362? 

 

Even and especially now in the midst of such incredible need, we are called to give beyond ourselves 

both locally and globally. Will you consider being part of the story? Will we, as a church, consider being 

part of the story? Let’s all prayerfully consider giving generously through the Power of Connection, for 

there is much work to be done.  

 

Contributions beyond our planned giving are always welcomed, with the Power of Connection special 

offering being collected during the month of October. Just mark your additional gift for this purpose. 
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First Presbyterian 

Church of Redlands 

Living the heart & mind 

of Christ at the heart of 

the city 

The mission of the First 

Presbyterian Church of 

Redlands is to grow 

spiritually with the 

community by sharing 

the love of Jesus Christ 

with all who seek to 

know God through 

worship, prayer, 

fellowship, and 

evangelism. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF REDLANDS 

An inclusive Community 

of Faith, Living the Heart 

and Mind of Christ at the 

Heart of the City 

 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

First Presbyterian 
Church of Redlands 

 
100 Cajon Street 
P.O. Box 2009 

Redlands CA 92373 
 

(909) 793-2839 
FPCRedlands@gmail.com 

www.FPCRedlands.org 
 

Return Service 

Requested 

You can Save Postage + 

Save Paper = 

Save $$ by subscribing by email. 

We are pleased to share our newsletter with you and we 

welcome your comments! 

You may also view this newsletter on our web site. Go to 

www.fpcredlands.org and then click on The Messenger 

tab at the top of the page. 


