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The Messenger 

As we enter our eighth month of the pandemic, fatigue is prevalent among 

many of us. We wonder when this will end and when we will return to pre-

pandemic routines. I know fatigue has set in for me, especially as I long to be 

present with you as we imagine this coming Thanksgiving and Advent 

season, a time of the year which is normally filled with special gatherings 

and plentiful table fellowship. Yet, the number if Covid-19 infections are 

surging and restrictions are likely to increase rather than relax. I along with 

the psalmist cry out, “O Lord, how long?”  

 

Yet, even when the psalmist plaintively cries out, “O Lord, how long?” The 

psalmist includes a word of praise or gratitude as in Psalm 13, “But I have 

trusted in your steadfast love; my heart shall rejoice in your salvation. I will 

sing to the Lord because the Lord has dealt bountifully with me.” I wonder 

how each of us would describe how God has dealt bountifully with us 

individually as well as a church these past 8 months?  

  

As I write I am sitting outside in my backyard and the soothing sounds of my 

pond’s cascading waterfalls remind me of God’s faithfulness and steadfast 

love. The sound has a way of renewing my soul, whenever I pause to listen 

throughout each day. I continually witness the marvel of God’s creation 

when I stop to observe the environs around my pond, too. One morning my 

puppy paused her playfulness and turned her head to watch a humming bird 

hover just a few feet above her head. It was as if these two creatures were 

marveling at each other. All the while the Kio fish silently move in the waters 

looking for a morsel to eat. Their serenity, in the midst of all the storms we 

are facing, calms my soul. As the sun inches towards the waters each 

morning the light begins to dance. Like the psalmist, I can proclaim, “God 

has dealt bountifully with me.” 

  

(Continued on page 6) 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN MONTHLY BOOK CLUB 

The FPC Book Club will meet via Zoom 

on November 5, at 7:00 P.M. 

The group will discuss In the Country 

of Women, by Susan Straight  

The December book selection is All the 

Gallant Men: An American Sailor’s 

Firsthand Account of Pearl Harbor by 

Donald Stratton and Ken Gire which, 

according to Goodreads.com is, “The 

most gripping, intimate, and inspiring account of Pearl Harbor. The 

first memoir ever published by a USS Arizona survivor. “ 
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November 3 Laura Dwight Greene 

November 3 Janet D. Jackson 

November 16 Debbie Hamada 

November 19 Grace Baldwin 

November 20 Jetty Lesar 

November 20 Steven Sihombing 

November 21 Alison Kayange 

November 23 Elke Liesl Zak 

November 23 Mark Evans 

November 26 Christine Evans 

November 26 Diane Polchow 

Fall Back! 

Daylight Savings Time Begins November 1st at 2:00 A.M.! 

Don’t forget to set your clocks back on Saturday evening, October 31st before you go to 
bed!  If you forget to fall back, you will be an hour early for worship! If you are early, 
you won’t see our Facebook Live active yet!   



All services will be on Facebook Live:  

10:00 A.M. English and  

5:00 P.M. Indonesian 

2nd Sunday of the month at 11:30 A.M. 

in Urdu 

https://www.facebook.com/First-

Presbyterian-Church-of-Redlands-

106569590974548 

 

November 1, 2020  Communion  &  All 
Saints Day – Commitment Sunday 

First Reading  Psalm 34:1-10, 22 
Second Reading  1 John 3:1-3 
The Message  Gift and Commitment 
 

November 8, 2020 Rev. Ron Duvall
    

First Reading  Micah 6:6-8 
Second Reading  Luke 19:1-10 
The Message  Where God Calls Us to 
    Stand 
   

November 15, 2020  

First Reading  Psalm 90:1-11 
Second Reading  Matthew 25:14-30 
The Message  Under the Mattress 
 

November 22, 2020  

Giving Thanks for the Gift of Music 

First Reading  Psalm 100:1-5 
Second Reading  Colossians 3:12-17 
The Message  Harmonies of Love 
 

November 29, 2020  
  First Sunday of Advent 

First Reading  Isaiah 40:1-11 
Second Reading  Mark 1:1-15 
The Message  Believe in the Good 
    News 
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NOVEMBER 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

Let’s get together - Virtually! 

 

After morning worship, there will be a 

fellowship time on Sunday, November 15th 

and November 29th starting at 11:15 A.M. 

and going as long as you all want to check 

in with each other, usually about a half 

hour. Drop in and see who else drops in!  

 The link will included in the Saturday 

email updates, but here is the Meeting ID: 

812 8461 4264 and Passcode: FPCR.  Keep 

it handy as it will not change! See you on 

the 15th! 

 

The office is staffed for receiving calls and 

emails on Mondays and Thursdays, from 11:00 

A.M. until 3:00 P.M. Judy is not receiving in-

person visits yet, but if you need to drop 

something off or pick something up, call ahead 

and she will greet you at the gate. 



 

We all seem to understand the currency of 

money, yet we need to remember it is only 

one of the currencies that leads to 

sustainability. Historically, “money was 

created to enhance human interactions,” 

writes Eric Law. Yet, when we lose sight of 

the original purpose of money and decide 

to accumulate it as a commodity, rather 

than keeping it moving as a medium of exchange, we create economic 

problems. This happens when the sole purpose of money is to make more 

money, with money becoming something that is worshipped like a god. 

 

So, the question we have to ask ourselves about the currency of money as 

a church is, what is the purpose of our money?  Is the money we receive 

enhancing our human interactions within and beyond our walls?  Is our 

money flowing through us or is fear causing us to hold onto it? Law 

recommends that even when you don’t have much, we should give it 

away anyway to develop the currencies: relationships, truth, wellness, 

gracious leadership, time and place.  

 

Think about the currency that we allowed to flow to build Vine Street 

Community Park. I imagine it would be great to have $160,000 more 

dollars in the bank, but it certainly would not help us build relationships 

with our community! I think the flow of this money is going to increase 

the wellness of our community, too. The other day, a passerby stopped to 

ask if we held Ti Chi classes in our park. Maybe we should! We allowed 

the currency of money to flow and I am certain this flow will create 

blessings.   

 

I hope the “Holy Currencies” as presented by Eric Law will begin to help 

us all claim the reality of God’s abundance, rather than the world’s 

scarcity. Let the currencies flow! 

HOLY CURRENCIES 

Cycle of Blessings for  
Sustainability 

Currency of Money 
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.   

Yet, when we lose 

sight of the original 

purpose of money 

and decide to 

accumulate it as a 

commodity, rather 

than keeping it 

moving as a 

medium of 

exchange, we create 

economic problems.  

I think the flow of 

this money is going 

to increase the 

wellness of our 

community, too.  
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Thank You 

Virtual Team Presbyterian! 

 

On Sunday, October 6, 2020, Virtual 

Team Presbyterian raised $1,364.56 for the 2020 

Believe Walk. Thank you to all our sponsors and 

virtual walkers! The total amount of money raised 

for the 2020 Believe Walk far exceeded the goal of 

$500,000, as over $714,000 was raised!  This 

surpasses the funds raised in 2019, too! 

Get ready to support Team Presbyterian, 

hopefully together and in-person, next year on 

Sunday, October 3rd!  We value all walkers, prayers and donors! Together we are able to make a 

difference in our community. 

  

Molina Healthcare of California 

and  

Inland Empire Health Plan 

  

 

Molina Healthcare of California and Inland Empire Health Plan 

have joined forces to provide support for job and health coverage losses with a new healthcare initiative 

called “Together4IE”.  This joint collaboration is to raise awareness about available coverage through 

Medi-Cal and Covered CA to support families and individuals affected by income or employment 

changes due to the COVID-19 pandemic.   

  

If you know someone who needs to apply for Medi-Cal or Covered CA, please direct them to this 

link www.Together4IE.com or they’re welcome to call 1-866-U2Apply.  

http://www.together4ie.com/


 

 

 

 

Every month the church office receives letters 

of gratitude from the charitable institutions 

that are supported by your pledges, donations, 

and gifts. This month, I was especially 

impressed by the letter we received from 

Redlands Charitable Resources Coalition, Inc. 

It read in part as follows: 

Just a word to thank you for your very kind 

donation in the amount of $325. The 

generosity of your congregation has made 

lives that are on the edge of collapse from 

homelessness and the additional hardships 

imposed by the Corona virus pandemic a 

whole lot better. 

Our main social service organizations have 

ceased the meal service on which the homeless 

used to count. Our daily Community Food 

Station in front of Family Service Association 

has filled that gap, thanks to your generosity 

and the generosity of others in our 

community, AND the volunteers who staff it 

every day. 

RCRC is a 501©(3) charity which except 

for liability insurance, has NO overhead. 

NONE! Every dollar  donated goes 

directly to help people in crisis in our 

community. The main programs funded by 

donations are 1.) A one-way bus ticket back 

home after Redlands Police Department vetts 

the recipient and a sponsor; 2.) Publication of 

the annual Resource Guide that lists all the 

social service organizations in Redlands; 3.) A 

website that provides resources for homeless 

people. 
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And this bounty only begins to scratch 

the surface of the bounty I have in my 

life: the love of family and friends, the 

joy of home and hearth, the opportunity 

for employment  and the gift of health, 

the daily sustenance of food and 

clothing, the joy of my senses and the 

beauty of our surrounding geography, good neighbors 

and a faith community and so much more. When we 

pause and turn off the noise inundating our lives, we are 

more able to connect with the goodness and bounty of 

God. 

  

The same holds true for us as a community of faith. If we 

focus on all that we are missing by not being able to 

gather in-person, we will rob ourselves of God’s bounty 

among us in the midst of this pandemic. I know I have 

had conversations and opportunities to engage with 

many of you in new ways these past eight months. I have 

had conversations that may have never happened if our 

routines had not been forced to change. I trust God’s 

bounty will continue to surprise us as we enter the 

upcoming Thanksgiving and Advent season in new and 

creative ways. How might we do some things in ways we 

would have never imagined?  

  

Vine Street Community Park is a place were we can 

begin to imagine gathering in ways we never imagined.  

The pastors of the presbytery just used our space and 

what a wonderful few hours we had together safely. Our 

gathering has inspired me to spend some time every 

week in our new park, so that I can engage our 

community and those of you who want to stop by for an 

informal visit. I will post the times I’ll be there each week 

in the Sunday update, as my schedule often varies. There 

is plenty of shade from 10 A.M. to noon and sun all day 

when the days are cool. Bring your own folding chair 

though, as this will allow us to safely gather while 

wearing masks. 

  

God has dealt bountifully with us! I hope that we can all 

begin to see this!  

 

With deep gratitude, 

Pastor Cheryl 

(Continued from page 1) The Pastor’s Corner 
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Interfaith Thanksgiving Celebration - Virtual 

Sunday, November 22, 2019, at 4:00 P.M. 

 

 Each year the Redlands Area Interfaith Community 

sponsors an Interfaith Thanksgiving Celebration. Here is the 

anticipated plan for this virtual event: Frontline workers sharing 

about their experiences; Sacred readings from various faith 

traditions, and music. More details will be available through our 

email updates as the date gets closer. 

 

‘Tis the Season 

Scrip Preorders 

 

As you consider your Christmas plans, remember that you can 

preorder scrip for Christmas gifts for family members, friends, 

colleagues and even your non-profit of choice. Lori Uber-Zak has 

been creatively helping us keep this ministry active, as many scrip 

orders can be done electronically! So, even in this pandemic year, 

we have been able to raise money for Christian Education. Reach 

out to Lori and let her know your needs! 
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Annual Pastor’s Retreat 

 

The annual Pastor’s Retreat takes place the last week of October each year, but this year, due to the 
risk of Covid-19 infection, it was decided that holding our usual three-day event was not wise.  
 
So, we gathered outside for four hours, with masks and safe distance, at Vine Street Community Park. 
What a blessing to gather together with prayer, sharing, and silence together! The pastors give thanks 

for this beautiful new outdoor space. 
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PROPERTY AND FINANCE UPDATE 

 

Vine Street Project  

 The park is open and blessing our community. Pastor Cheryl and Paul have talked with quite a few 

folks on Sundays, and Judy has as well, during the week. The resounding message from our 

neighbors is, “Thank you!” 

The benches and tables will, hopefully, be installed in November! We will keep you posted! 

 

Sanctuary Ad Hoc Committee 

 One final study based on the conceptual design will be taking place in November. The study will be 

conducted by Theater DNA, a firm that specializes in lighting designs. Our lighting system is 50 

years old and it will need to be updated as part of the redesign of the sanctuary. This study will give 

us a clear understanding of the costs in order to bring our system up to current technology with the 

flexibility for different uses of the redesigned chancel area. 

 

Finances and Property Usage 

 Here are some broad highlights from our financial reporting Year to Date September 30, 2020: 

        Actual -  Anticipated  =  Difference    

Donations and Pledges $181,874.71  $179,525.04   $  2,249.67 

Rental Income  $  45,417.83  $  69,497.61  ($24,079.78) 

 

Total Income  $233,574.59  $250,962.65  ($17,388.06) 

Total Expense  $217,721.94  $249,206.15  ($31,484.21) 

Net Unrestricted Income $15,852.65 

Adjusted NUI  $    5,597.13 

 

So, what do these numbers mean? The Adjusted NUI happens below the Net Unrestricted Income (NUI) 

line because there are two categories that are not considered expenses for accounting purposes: 

$5,435.52 for principal on loan payments, which decreases our loan liability and $4,500 transferred to 

our savings account for future capital expenditures. 

Our combined donations and pledge income remain strong year to date; $2,249.67 more than 

anticipated as of September 30th. Our rental income is well below our anticipated income because of 

COVID-19 closures; $24,079.78 less than anticipated as of September 30th. The good news is our 

expenses as of September 30th are $31,484.21 below our budgeted expenses. Major savings include 

reduced electricity costs, reduced committee expenses and some reduced payroll expenses.  

As the year draws to a close, we envision giving that will help us finish this unprecedented year strong. 

Let us trust that as this pandemic lingers, God’s provision will be enough for us as we rely on God’s 

abundance, rather than our culture’s focus on scarcity.  

If you ever have any questions or concerns about finance or facility issues, please ask Shirley Harry, 

Moderator of Property and Finance, or Pastor Cheryl.  
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 Children and Youth Corner 

The routines of virtual school are an everyday occurrence now. Students, know that we are praying 

for you, for your teachers and for your parents as you continue this different way of being in 

school.   

Calling all parents,  make sure your Young Disciples are online for Zoom Sunday school, which 

takes place on Sundays at 1:00 P.M.  Our very own Wilson Kayange challenges our Young 

Disciples with bible stories, quizzes, music and memory verses through video resources. We also 

have cameo video appearances by others who offer us an encouraging word or bible challenge. 

Parents, stay tuned for texts from Wilson as he shares the details about how to connect via Zoom 

each Sunday. Here is the information about connecting via Zoom: Zoom Meeting ID: 830 7443 

6361 and Passcode is FPCR. 

A shout-out to all the Young Disciples who have helped lead worship through the sharing of the 

Prayer for Illumination. Thank you, parents, for helping your Young Disciples participate! If your 

child or youth has not had an opportunity and would like to, please let Wilson Kayange know. 

Wilson schedules our children and youth for this opportunity.  



 

 

 

Session Highlights 

October, 2020 

 

 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held the regularly scheduled Stated Session 

Meeting, via a Zoom Meeting, on Monday evening, October 19, 2020, and took the following actions at 

the meeting: 

 

 Received the Financial Report for the month ending September 30, 2020: 

   Total Income:   $25,751.80      

                               Total Expenditures:  $24,949.99   

   Excess Income/Expenses: $801.81  

         Balance in General Account: $88,004.16 

 

 Approved Harry Muaya to be Session’s representative to the 2020 FPCR Nominating Committee. 

 

 Approved the amount of $3,500 as the 2020 FPCR General Mission Pledge to the Presbytery of 

Riverside. 

 

 Approved the amount of $250 as the 2020 FPCR contribution to the Salary Sharing Program of the 

Presbytery of Riverside. 

 

 Approved the recommendation from the Property & Finance Committee to approve an integrated 

lighting system study (of the Sanctuary) by Theater DNA at a cost of $4,400, with the $4,400 cost 

being funded by an anonymous donor. 

 

 Approved the recommendation from the Property & Finance Committee to approve the Revised Gift 

Policy for FPCR.   
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Commitment Sunday 

November 1, 2020 

  

This has been a year filled with twists and turns that none of us ever anticipated in our wildest dreams. 

Yet, through all the turmoil of 2020, God has remained ever faithful. God has been palpably present 

among us in ways that have blessed us. 

As we reflect on 2020, we have much to be thankful for as a church, for God has made a way for us 

through this pandemic. Our giving has continued strong throughout the year. Our operating expenses 

have been reduced to help us weather the loss of rental income, given our requirement to shutter our 

buildings for a time. The Synod of Southern California and Hawaii made a grant available through the 

Presbytery of Riverside, allowing us to invest in technology that will make online worship possible well 

into the future. Vine Street Community Park is open and blessing our community daily and our 

neighbors are openly grateful. Even in the midst of this very difficult time, we have much to be thankful 

for. 

As we begin to envision 2021, we ask that you prayerfully reflect on God’s generosity in your own life 

and consider making a financial commitment to the life and ministry of our church. Once commitments 

are received, the Session will be able to finalize our plans for 2021.  

The Session continually gives thanks for God’s generous provision in this very challenging year and 

trusts that God’s provision for us will be more than enough to do all that God envisions for us in 2021 

and beyond. 
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Greetings from the Outreach Committee,  

 

Now that Halloween is over, Thanksgiving is not too far off and Christmas is right around the corner! 

I’m sure most of us are already planning our surprises and tokens; gifts that make Christmas so special.  

For many years now FPCR has supported Family Service throughout the Christmas season by 

purchasing movie tickets to give as gifts to local youth. These kids have lots of needs, and little extra 

money to do something fun, or to select a special item for themselves. With the movies on hold for now, 

we are continuing our tradition of giving to local youth through the purchase of Target gift cards. Target 

is definitely not on hold! Each gift card will provide an opportunity for a young person to select 

something for themselves, either for necessity or for fun.  

If you would like to contribute to 

youth gift cards, please send a 

check in any amount to the church 

and indicate in the memo line of 

your check: ‘Youth Gift Cards’. 

Once the funds are received, we 

will purchase gift cards from the 

church’s Scrip program.  Thank 

you for all you’ve done throughout 

the years to support youth 

through Family Service.  

Monica Frederick 

Outreach Committee Moderator  
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First Presbyterian 

Church of Redlands 

Living the heart & mind 

of Christ at the heart of 

the city 

The mission of the First 

Presbyterian Church of 

Redlands is to grow 

spiritually with the 

community by sharing 

the love of Jesus Christ 

with all who seek to 

know God through 

worship, prayer, 

fellowship, and 

evangelism. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF REDLANDS 

An inclusive Community 

of Faith, Living the Heart 

and Mind of Christ at the 

Heart of the City 
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First Presbyterian 
Church of Redlands 

 
100 Cajon Street 
P.O. Box 2009 

Redlands CA 92373 
 

(909) 793-2839 
FPCRedlands@gmail.com 

www.FPCRedlands.org 
 

Return Service 

Requested 

You can Save Postage + 

Save Paper = 

Save $$ by subscribing by email. 

We are pleased to share our newsletter with you and we 

welcome your comments! 

You may also view this newsletter on our web site. Go to 

www.fpcredlands.org and then click on The Messenger 

tab at the top of the page. 


