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The Messenger 

As we enter the season of Advent, we are nearing the end of a year that none 

of us ever imagined . We never imagined that we would only be worshipping 

and meeting online. We never imagined our church campus devoid of most 

activity, other than our staff in the building occasionally. I certainly never 

imagined preaching in a sanctuary with only a virtual congregation week 

after week. This is why I have chosen the theme of “I Believe, Even When” 

for Advent and Christmas. Even when times are not as we imagined or we 

would want them, the truth is that God is with us. God has not abandoned us 

and never will. Yes, I believe, and we believe, even when things are not as we 

imagined.  

 

For in this never imagined time God has blessed us with new technology and 

new capabilities. God has blessed us with new connections with people 

literally around the globe. God has blessed us with a beautiful new park that 

is blessing our community. God was not limited by our fears, losses, 

disappointments or failures. God made a way where we may have thought 

there was no way. Indeed God’s steadfast love and faithfulness has 

accompanied us every step of the way and leads me to break out in song! 

 

“Great is thy faithfulness. Great is thy faithfulness! Morning by morning new 

mercies I see. All I have needed thy hand hath provided. Great is thy 

faithfulness, Lord unto me!” What song comes to mind for you? What words 

of praise fall from your lips as you consider God’s provision for you and for 

us as a church throughout this very difficult year?  

 

I know some of us have struggled. Some of us have suffered the loss of those 

whom we loved.  We have had other losses, too. Some that we may not yet 

realize. We have lost our ability to sit at table with one another and to sing 

songs together in-person. We have lost the ability to be physically 

(Continued on page 6) 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN MONTHLY BOOK CLUB 

The FPC Book Club will meet via Zoom on 

December 3, at 7:00 P.M. 

The group will discuss  All the Gallant Men: 

An American Sailor’s Firsthand Account of 

Pearl Harbor by Donald Stratton and Ken 

Gire. 

The book for January has not yet been 

selected but will be decided at the 

December meeting.  

For more information, contact the church office. 
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December 1 Zachary Emmanuel 

December 2 Norman Hamada 

December 4 Zyana Mariam Medlicott 

December 6 Daniel Pew 

December 6 Sylvia Tendean 

December 10 Jonas Sirait 

December 12 Simone Alfred 

December 13 Lisdur Pakpahan 

December 13 Ria Margaretha Gurring 
(Purba) 

December 14 David Purba 

December 14 Lina F. Tan 

December 15 Anmol Sanchez 

December 16 Joseph Timilione 

December 20 Paula Mawei (Kembuan) 

December 20 Tiurlan Entelind Pasaribu 

December 22 Joseph B. Mall 

December 23 Ronald I. Duvall 

December 25 Carol M. Luebbe 

December 27 Ben Hamada 

December 28 Veta Arnold 

December 29 Lynn Phelps 

December 29 Rochelle Rager 



All services will be on Facebook Live:  

10:00 A.M. English and  

5:00 P.M. Indonesian 

2nd Sunday of the month at 11:30 A.M. 

in Urdu 

https://www.facebook.com/First-

Presbyterian-Church-of-Redlands-

106569590974548 

 

December 6, 2020  2nd Sunday of 
 Advent – Love—Communion 

First Reading  Isaiah 7:1-14 
Second Reading  Matthew 1:1-25 
The Message  Get Love Right 
  

December 13, 2020 3rd Sunday of  
 Advent – Joy    

First Reading   Isaiah 57:14-19 
Second Reading  Luke 1:1-4, 26-56 
The Message   Possibility of Joy
  
December 22, 2020 4th Sunday of  
 Advent – Peace 

First Reading   Isaiah 9:2-7 
Second Reading  John 1:1-18  
The Message   Illuminating Peace 

 
December 24, 2020  4:00 P.M.  
 All Church Christmas Eve  
 
First Reading  Isaiah 52:7-10 
Second Reading  Luke 2:1-20 
The Message  Even Now!  
 
There will be no Indonesian service on 
Christmas Day. Enjoy this time with your 
family! 
 

December 27, 2019 1st Sunday of  
  Christmas 

First Reading  Isaiah 61:10–62:3 
Second Reading  Luke 2:22-40 
The Message  The Time is Now! 
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NOVEMBER 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

The office is staffed for receiving calls and 

emails on Mondays and Thursdays, from 11:00 

A.M. until 3:00 P.M. Judy is not receiving in-

person visits yet, but if you need to drop 

something off or pick something up, call ahead 

and she will greet you at the gate. The office will 

be closed Thursday, December 25th. 

All Church Christmas Eve Worship 

December 24th at 4:00 P.M. via 
Facebook Live 

(There will be no Indonesian  
Christmas Day Service) 

 

As we celebrate the birth of Christ this year, 

we know that it will be different. We will 

come to this night with a myriad of 

emotions and memories of years gone by. 

Even so, we will sing carols of resistance, 

not letting our circumstances overshadow 

the truth of Emmanuel, that God is with us.  

We will declare once again that Christ is 

born, and we are not alone, ever!  

We will hear from Isaiah and Luke, spend 

some time in prayer, sing as well as listen to 

beloved music, and hear a message of hope, 

for darkness does not overcome the light of 

this night.  As we gather via Facebook Live, 

let us give thanks for God’s enduring love 

for us and for all of humanity and creation. 

Christ is born! Hallelujah! Amen! 



 

In order to begin to live the cycle of 

blessings that Rev. Dr. Eric Law has been 

teaching us, we have to rewire our brains. 

We have to short circuit the limits and 

scarcity we were taught and begin rewiring 

our brains to see abundance. Can we begin 

to see limits as opportunities for 

creativity? When faced with scarcity can 

we imagine something new from God’s 

storehouse of abundance? Can we design 

the way we think about or do ministry where one currency flows into 

another and then into another cyclically?  

How does our currency of relationship help us to be truthful with one 

another?  How does truthfulness lead to organizational wellness?  How 

does organization wellness equip us to develop gracious leadership? How 

does gracious leadership help us to use our time and place wisely so that 

they bless others? How do our resources inspire the currency of money to 

flow?  The cycle never ends, as long as currencies are flowing. It is only 

when stagnation or the flow is stopped from one currency to another that 

the cycle of blessings is interrupted.  

As a church, Rev. Dr. Eric Law is asking us to consider a paradigm shift 

from scarcity to abundance, from self-focused to other focused, from the 

currency of money as our only currency to the currency of money as one 

of six essential currencies enabling us to live into the cycle of blessings.  

As a number of participants in his seminars said, “This is nothing short 

of brain surgery!”  It is hard to change old patterns, yet we worship a God 

of transformation, who can help us move from scarcity to abundance!  

May it be so! 

HOLY CURRENCIES 

Cycle of Blessings for  
Sustainability 

Living the Cycle of Blessings 
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.   

We have to short 

circuit the limits 

and scarcity we 

were taught and 

begin rewiring 

our brains to see 

abundance.  

It is hard to 

change old 

patterns, yet we 

worship a God of 

transformation, 

who can help us 

move from 

scarcity to 

abundance!   
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Advent Sunrise Lectio Divina 

 

On Wednesday mornings at 8:00 A.M. we will be gathering via Zoom 

to listen for God’s still small voice through the spiritual practice called 

Lectio Divina, which simply translated means “divine reading”. The 

text selected by the leader will reflect a portion of a text to be used for 

the upcoming Sunday.  As we gather from our homes, we will still our bodies and quiet our minds as we 

listen deeply for the stirrings of the Holy One among us. Every morning when we gather, the Spirit gifts 

us with new insights as we willingly open our lives to the movement of the Holy One among us. You are 

welcome to join us on Wednesday mornings. 

 

Here are the dates! 

Wednesday, December 2nd   Isaiah 7:1-14 and Matthew 1:1-25 

Wednesday, December 9th  Isaiah 57:14-19 and Luke 1:1-4, 26-56 

Wednesday, December 16th  Isaiah 9:2-7 and John 1:1-18 

Wednesday, December 23rd     Isaiah 52:7-10 and Luke 2:1-20  

Wednesday, December 30th   Jeremiah 31:7-14 and Ephesians 1:3-14 

 

As we prepare to celebrate the truth of Emmanuel - God with us - we invite you to explore your deepest 
longings for God with us. 

 Congregational Meeting  

December 13, 2020 at 11:15 A.M. 

 

Another first in this unprecedented year for us, is the need to 

hold our congregational meeting to elect Elders and Deacons 

and approve the Pastoral Compensation packages virtually! We 

realize that not everyone has a computer or tablet or smart 

phone, but it is possible to call in and just listen on a phone as 

well.  So, Sunday, December 13th at 11:15 A.M. we will 

commence a Zoom Meeting. It will be necessary to have a 

quorum to conduct business and according to the Book of Order 

a quorum is no less than 10% of the congregation for a congregational meeting. As of November 16, 

2020, we had 183 members, so at least 19 members will need to be in attendance for us to have a 

quorum.  

Here is the Zoom meeting information: Meeting ID: 812 8461 4264 and Passcode: FPCR. The actual 

link for the meeting will be included in the Saturday Update on December 12th. If you are dialing in you 

can use (669) 900 6833, with the same Meeting ID: 812 8461 4264 and Passcode: FPCR. 

If you have any questions, please let Pastor Cheryl or Marcia Fagan, Clerk of Session know. 



 

A Blue Christmas 

Thursday, December 17th  

at 4:30 P.M. 

 

Throughout Advent we will proclaim hope, 

love, joy, and peace in the midst of a difficult 

year. It is hard to lament these difficulties in 

what is often deemed a joyous season. So, we 

will gather in the park on Thursday, December 

17th at 4:30 P.M. to lament. To remember and 

pray through our losses by sharing our grief 

together.  It will be a simple time of lighting 

candles, offering prayers and silence, as the 

sun sets. The message of hope from John 1 will 

be read, for we know the light that was life is 

not overcome by darkness.  

Dress according to the weather, and please 

wear a mask and abide by social distancing. 

The stage will have a simple card table with 

purple cloth for the season. This will be our 

first Blue Christmas Gathering, and 

appropriate for us as, “We believe, even when, 

even when the sun is not shining.” 
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together in worship. There has been 

much that we have missed, yet songs 

continue to bubble up within us: 

“Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from 

all alarms; leaning, leaning, leaning on 

the everlasting arms.” And “What a 

friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and 

griefs to bear! What a privilege to carry everything to 

God in prayer.” 

 

During this Advent Season, even though we cannot 

physically be together, we will fill our days and nights 

with music, paying special attention to carols of 

resistance. Much beloved music was born in the midst of 

adversity, such as when Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

penned the words to “I Heard the Bells on Christmas 

Day” after his wife tragically died in a fire and he had 

just learned that his son was injured on the battlefield.  

The upbeat carol entitled “Go Tell it on the Mountain” 

was created by Africans who endured brutal slavery on 

American soil. Music has a way of stirring up hope 

within us when life is difficult and hard. Maybe, that is 

why music has been such a blessing to us in 2020. 

 

As we wait to celebrate once again the birth of our 

savior, we wait for vaccines to be distributed worldwide. 

As we wait, we wait for the resolve of our very 

contentious election. As we wait, we wait for national 

reckoning of our history of systemic racism. As we wait, 

we hear the words of resistance from Mary the mother of 

Jesus:  

“God’s mercy is for those who fear him from 

generation to generation. God has shown 

strength with his arm; God has scattered the 

proud in the thoughts of their hearts. God has 

brought down the powerful from their thrones 

and lifted up the lowly; God has filled the hungry 

with good things and sent the rich away empty.” 

As we wait, may we sing of God’s steadfast love and 

faithfulness, “even when, even when the sun is not 

shining.” 

 

I believe, even when…, 

Pastor Cheryl 

(Continued from page 1) The Pastor’s Corner 
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For many years now FPCR has 

supported Family Service 

throughout the Christmas season 

by purchasing movie tickets to give 

as gifts to local youth. These kids 

have lots of needs, and little extra 

money to do something fun, or to 

select a special item for 

themselves. With the movies on 

hold for now, we are continuing 

our tradition of giving to local youth through the purchase of Target gift cards. Target is definitely not 

on hold! Each gift card will provide an opportunity for a young person to select something for 

themselves, either for necessity or for fun.  

If you would like to contribute to youth gift cards, please send a check in any amount to the church and 

indicate in the memo line of your check: ‘Youth 

Gift Cards’. Once the funds are received, we will 

purchase gift cards from the church’s Scrip 

program.  Thank you for all you’ve done 

throughout the years to support youth through 

Family Service.  

Monica Frederick 

Outreach Committee Moderator  

 

 

 

 

‘Tis the Season 

Scrip Orders 

 

As you consider your Christmas plans, remember that you can 

order scrip for Christmas gifts for family members, friends, 

colleagues and even your non-profit of choice. Lori Uber-Zak has 

been creatively helping us keep this ministry active, as many scrip 

orders can be done electronically! So, even in this pandemic year, 

we have been able to raise money for Christian Education. Reach 

out to Lori and let her know your needs! 
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The Season of Advent 

Weekly Devotionals, Movies and More 

 

This year the theme for Advent and Christmas focuses on the power of music in our lives and in the 

history of humanity.  Music can connect us and empower us, even when we are unable to gather and 

sing together in-person. It is hoped that this theme will help us dive deeper into our appreciation of 

music and its role in our lives. The Advent Candles will follow this order for this season: Hope, Love, 

Joy, and Peace. On Christmas Eve the Christ Light will join the Advent Candles, as we celebrate the gift 

of Emmanuel.  

Devotions will remain weekly as we move through this season and will be delivered on Wednesdays via 

email. Also, on Wednesday mornings at 8:00 A.M. there will be a chance to engage a portion of the 

sermon texts using the contemplative way of engaging scripture called Lectio Divina.  

On Tuesdays, from 11:00 A.M. to noon, we will engage the themes of the week; so be thinking about 

songs that you might want to share with each other each week. I will also share about the films listed 

below, which you might also want to explore on your own. You can copy and paste the links into a 

browser to access all the trailers.  

The films being recommended are not recommended for children because they depict difficult seasons 

or situations in human history. Note, there will be movies shared for children/youth in another article.  

Here is a list of films that you may want to engage as we celebrate the power of music, even when times 

are extremely hard. As John’s Gospel reminds us, “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 

did not overcome it.” 

 

The Week of November 29th   The Candle of Hope 

Defiant Requiem  https://www.defiantrequiem.org  

 and is available on Amazon Prime Video 

This was chosen because the theme song of the Advent series “I Believe” 

is based on an anonymous poem, believed to be written by a Jewish 

person hiding from the Nazis in the 1940’s. This documentary is also about this period in time. 

The Week of December 6th  The Candle of Love 

Girls on the Wall 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1wF6sDhKTKI (trailer) and is available on 

Amazon Prime Video. The teenagers of Warrenville Prison are given an unlikely 

shot at redemption – the chance to write and stage a musical based on their lives 

– they must relive their crimes, reclaim their humanity, and take a first step 

toward breaking free of the prison system. You are encouraged to embrace the 

language as an act of deeper love and listening for greater understanding. Don’t 

dismiss it too soon.   

(Continued on page 13) 

https://www.defiantrequiem.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1wF6sDhKTKI
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Property and Finance Update 

  

Vine Street Project  

 The benches and tables have been installed. All the first planned 

elements of the park are now functional and being used! 

 Pastor Cheryl is enjoying meeting folks in the park. We safely distance and everyone wears masks 

and then we chat, laugh and give thanks for seeing each other in 3-D! 

Sanctuary Ad Hoc Committee 

 The initial phase of the final study by Theater DNA, a firm that specializes in lighting designs, is 

underway. As mentioned last month, our lighting system is 50 years old and it will need to be 

updated as part of the redesign of the sanctuary. This study will give us a clear understanding of 

the costs of bringing our system up to current technology with the flexibility for a variety of 

different uses of the redesigned chancel area. 

Finances and Property Usage 

Here are some broad highlights from our financial reporting Year to Date October 31, 2020: 

         Actual -  Anticipated  =  Difference    

Donations and Pledges  $198,788.81  $199,583.26  ($    794.45) 

Rental Income   $  49,733.70  $  77,219.58  ($27,485.88) 

Total Income   $256,116.41  $278,847.28  ($16,480.72) 

 

Total Expense   $239,738.53  $277,007.96  ($37,269.43) 

Net Unrestricted Income* $  16,377.88 

Adjusted *NUI   $    5,331.47 

So, what do these numbers mean? The Adjusted NUI happens below the Net Unrestricted Income 

(NUI) line because there are two categories that are not considered expenses for accounting purposes: 

$6,046.41 for principal on loan payments, which decreases our loan liability and $5,000 transferred to 

our savings account for future capital expenditures. 

Our combined donations and pledge income are just slightly below anticipated, by $794.45, as of 

October 31, 2020. Our rental income is well below our anticipated income because of COVID-19 

closures; $27,485.88 less than anticipated as of October 31st. The good news is our expenses as of 

September 30th are $37,269.43 below our budgeted expenses. Major savings include reduced 

electricity costs, reduced committee expenses and some reduced payroll expenses.  

As the year draws to a close, we envision giving that will help us finish this unprecedented year strong. 

Let us trust that as this pandemic lingers, God’s provision will be enough for us as we rely on God’s 

abundance, rather than our culture’s focus on scarcity.  

If you ever have any questions or concerns about finance or facility issues, please ask Shirley Harry, 

Moderator of Property and Finance, or Pastor Cheryl.  
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A Christmas Invitation 

December 21st through 
December 23rd 

  

 

  

 

 
  

It has been a long time since we have been able to gather in the sanctuary to worship 

and it may still be a while before we can safely do that together again. Our sanctuary is 

a place of solace, a place where we encounter the Holy, so your Worship Committee is 

opening the sanctuary the following days, if you would like to come and just sit a spell 

in the space. Pastor Cheryl will have a short devotional for you to consider as Christmas 

music is played softly. 

In order to do this safely, we will need you to reserve a date and time. We will be 

limiting how many people can be in the sanctuary at one time.  Please call the church 

office on Mondays or Thursdays or send an email to  FPCRedlands@gmail.com  and 

state your date and time from the dates and times below (note evening hours will be by 

request): 

 Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday (December  21—23) 

  10:00 A.M. – Noon and 1:00 – 3:00 P.M. 

We will ask everyone to be masked and to sanitize their hands at the entrance to the 

sanctuary.  

       Horns for the 

Holidays 

The Redlands Symphony will stream 

their Winter Concert - Horns for the Holidays from December 11, starting at 

4:00 P.M., through December 13, ending at 11:59 P.M.  During this time 

frame you can go to their website at https://

www.redlandssymphony.com/ and access their video player.  

 The Holiday Concert features their brass ensemble for a collection of 

    traditional classics, sing-along favorites — and a few  

   surprises to bring on the merry.  

https://www.redlandssymphony.com/
https://www.redlandssymphony.com/
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 Children and Youth Corner 

A shout out to Mr. Wilson for organizing and leading our virtual Sunday School each week.  Parents, 

thank you for making sure your Young Disciples are online for Zoom Sunday school, which takes 

place on Sundays at 1:00 P.M.  Sunday School challenges our Young Disciples with bible stories, 

quizzes, music and memory verses through video resources. We also have cameo video appearances 

by others who offer us an encouraging word or bible challenge. Parents stay tuned for texts from 

Wilson as he shares the details about how to connect via Zoom each Sunday. Here is the information 

about connecting via Zoom: Zoom Meeting ID: 830 7443 6361 and Passcode is FPCR. 

A shout out to all the Young Disciples who have helped lead worship through the sharing of the 

Prayer for Illumination. Thank you, parents, for helping your Young Disciples participate! If your 

child or youth has not had an opportunity to participate and would like to, please let Wilson 

Kayange know. Wilson schedules our children and youth for this opportunity.  

Here are some movies to consider with your young disciples this Advent season: 

The Week of November 29th   The Candle of Hope 

 Charlie Brown Christmas 

The Week of December 6th  The Candle of Love 

 How the Grinch Stole Christmas 

The Week of December 13th  The Candle of Joy 

 Frosty the Snowman 

The Week of December 20th   The Candle of Peace 

 The Muppet Christmas Carol 

The Week of December 27th   Believe - Christ is Born! 

 The Polar Express 

 

Parents, you should have received a guide to help you discuss these movies with your young 

disciples; so, please look at your email of November 29. If you didn’t receive it, email the office 

because that may mean we don’t have your current address. 



 

 

Session Highlights 

November, 2020 

 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands 

held the regularly scheduled Stated Session Meeting, via a 

Zoom Meeting, on Monday evening, November 16, 2020, 

and took the following actions at the meeting: 

 Received the Financial Report for the month ending October 31, 2020: 

   Total Income:  $21,988.45      

                                             Total Expenditures:  $22,016.59    

      Excess Income/Expenses:   ($1,138.83)   

        Balance in General Account:  $76,467.57 

 Approved a Congregational Meeting for Sunday, December 13, 2020 (to be held via Zoom), 

following the 10:00 A.M. Facebook Live Worship Service.  The purpose of the Congregational 

Meeting is to approve the 2021 Terms of Call for Pastor Cheryl and to elect Elders and Deacons for 

the Class of 2023.   

 Received information from the Board of Deacons and Session Committees (Christian Education, 

Worship, Personnel, Property & Finance, and Worship) regarding work that was done during the 

month of October, as well as plans for the remainder of 2020.   
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A Moment for Deacons—by Patti Robertson, Moderator 

As we head into this holiday season, the Deacons want to say, “Thank you”, 

to the congregation of First Presbyterian Church Redlands.  We are so 

thankful for your generosity throughout the year.  This has been a wild and 

crazy year and yet, thanks to all of you, the Deacons have been able to 

complete all of our commitments to the organizations that really have 

needed extra help.  The organizations we help are: 

Family Services of Redlands (General Fund, Peanutbutter and Rice Fund, 

etc.), Veterans Administration (bus passes),  Christian Counseling Services, 

Refresh and Renew, plus others as the need arises. 

At this time of year, we turn to those in our congregation who need a little help during the holidays. We 

send greeting cards out for birthdays, holidays, thinking-of-you, and sympathy.  Our work is really 

never done so our need for your generosity never ends. Thank you once again and we wish everyone a 

Blessed Advent! 

God Bless. 



The Week of December 13th  The Candle of Joy 

Following the Ninth 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q_FWoRn4xrM (trailer) and 

the whole film is available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=EPWpV3BWLJs&t=5s. This documentary film looks at the global 

impact of Beethoven’s hymn to humanity, his battle cry of freedom, 

his Ninth Symphony.  

  

The Week of December 20th   The Candle of Peace 

Sweet Honey in the Rock: Raise Your Voice! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FzICwz28qVw (introduction) and the 

whole documentary is available on Amazon Video. Sweet Honey Rock is a 

group that emerges from the strong tradition of Freedom Singers. Their 

music is soulfully rich as well as provocative. Their music evokes stories 

from the past, encourages introspection in the present and inspires progress 

for the future. Since it was founded in 1973, twenty different women have 

contributed to the Grammy Award-winning group’s distinct sound. 

  

The Week of December 27th   Believe - Christ is Born! 

 The Singing Revolution 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4njksFKyycY (trailer) and the whole video is available on 

Vimeo on Demand or on Amazon Prime Video. Here is information about the film as well: 

https://singingrevolution.com/. 

(Continued from page 8) 
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What is a Matthew 25 Church? 

 

In November, I shared with you the denominational challenge 

to become a Matthew 25 church.  I shared that Matthew 25 

consists of three parables: The Ten Bridesmaids, The Talents, 

and The Sheep and The Goats. These three parables are a 

response to this question, “How does God want us to live?” A 

biblical commentator offered this answer, “a mindful, joyful 

life; a daring, fruitful life; and a generous, compassionate life. 

To declare ourselves a Matthew 25 Church according to our 

denominational challenge we would need to be actively 

(Continued on page 14) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q_FWoRn4xrM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EPWpV3BWLJs&t=5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EPWpV3BWLJs&t=5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FzICwz28qVw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4njksFKyycY
https://singingrevolution.com/
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engaged in one or more of the following ministries: 

 Building congregational vitality by challenging people and congregations to deepen 

their faith and get actively and joyfully engaged with their community and the world. 

 Dismantling structural racism by advocating and acting to break down the systems, 

practices and thinking that underlie discrimination, bias, prejudice and oppression of people of 

color. 

 Eradicating systemic poverty by working to change laws, policies, plans and structures in our 

society that perpetuate economic exploitation of people who are poor. 

Active engagement is the key, as our lives are to be a resource for God’s mission in our community and 

our world.  What do you think we should focus on as a church and how might you be engaged in this 

work?  As followers of Christ, we are all called to be engaged! 

If you would like to learn more about the Matthew 25 movement, you can do so at the following 

website:  

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/become-a-matthew-25-church/  

(Continued from page 13) 

 

Results from the Worship Survey 

 

The Worship Committee asked the congregation for feedback 

on the worship services that have been provided on Facebook 

Live each Sunday.  An online survey was emailed out in mid-

October.  There were 43 responses to the survey.  Of those 

who responded, 36 reported that they had been attending the 

online services.   The majority who responded stated that 

they attended the service “live” on Sundays.  Six reported 

that they watched the recorded service later.  A few people 

stated that they preferred in person worship and are not 

attending the Facebook services.   

In general, the responses were very positive.  We asked what they enjoyed the most and the 

overwhelming answer was Pastor Cheryl’s sermon and the music.  The other common comment was 

that they enjoyed seeing the faces of our congregation during the service with the scripture readings 

and in the choir.  We received several helpful suggestions for improvements and many of those have 

already been implemented.   

Thanks, to all of you who participated.  If you have comments you would like to share with the Worship 

Committee, please send them to the Worship moderator at luann.bangsund@gmail.com. 

The Worship committee would like to recognize and thank Paul Raine and Joe Modica for their quick 

response to the situation and learning new technologies to provide us with a wonderful worship 

experience during this challenging time.   

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bSZBPg0QeAjdQmvOIvol65ofshpbJQ9HmFHVi69JEbQgCT-LuSf65XZLLoaYVU1wSuW7hnLiAMJuarss3-ExGE828JYV5I7dDGtY2cEg9F12hGlhVrmm2IHbsNpUspjqWVTmVXVqI_Iaw2gMLkRkyNYrt7WwumLJVv3gTLBx5q0dE4M2M70Vcjdc2cIHXjcfxq-_H5_FxLvQjl-whnSSfg==&c=-DEJdwwua
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bSZBPg0QeAjdQmvOIvol65ofshpbJQ9HmFHVi69JEbQgCT-LuSf65XZLLoaYVU1w3PDXHNnoCTn5PNok__OmR9nxUInfRdiuWvuHboZ54HGkyQ3GWypbkDXPthPGTgSA9zsiPMoEvKBlKygEx6CGjZ5-uy0F-SbRWuOrZgjcWjkvKiSWAJs9NW8-0qtLVbbTy7Jvupq8S3LR77N1FEnc-A==&c=-DEJdwwua
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bSZBPg0QeAjdQmvOIvol65ofshpbJQ9HmFHVi69JEbQgCT-LuSf65XZLLoaYVU1wa_PH8AfYMrSI_4tTINmKfnW5zuqcMMBFrAMhx8lY0aKgu7tRxFEPwxtA9pSZmUBdnwj5_FkIFxQHhbghMEVU073mjcEJJ7ENNN8E89c9uTrhyvLwrJKcJIu9c-b-lcbd1FdaqPxaTc_Ia39CdCKuYw==&c=-DEJdwwua
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bSZBPg0QeAjdQmvOIvol65ofshpbJQ9HmFHVi69JEbQgCT-LuSf65drsZh0-94GCpdtGAI-KGjRjbaJOk8JuOH2WI67myj3l6a7uuIyA25s1S0mAIf-2YyOWvKcUGNJ30dq0NaA7FyGaOhOhSlZNA7nArkvkR82r6p-YxjP3jEH1lyaw4CvDZirf5fiPRkFzOtbP8pBK0-OVZhQFWhb0Qqm5jSU8wDQRThPP
mailto:luann.bangsund@gmail.com


 

“Everything that is done in the world is done by hope.”   

Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

As the year 2020 comes to a close, we wish to express our 

gratitude for your generosity and faithfulness to living out 

the church’s mission in the midst of these challenging times. Seen and unseen, you have consistently given 

of your time, talents, and resources in creative and innovative ways, in order to continue supporting local 

and global missions. Here are some of the outreach avenues that we supported during 2020: 

 Sack lunches were donated to Redlands Charitable Resources Coalition (RCRC) for people experiencing 

poverty and homelessness; 

 Free flu vaccines were provided to those experiencing poverty and homelessness, through a partnership 

between Kaiser Permanente and Family Service of Redlands; 

 Hunger in the USA was addressed, with help from Bread for the World, through letters to elected 

officials urging funding for hunger relief; 

 The PCUSA special offerings: Christmas Joy, Peace and Global Witness, and Pentecost were supported 

through a combined ‘Power of Connection’ offering; 

 Families who lost homes in California and West Coast wildfires were helped through Presbyterian 

Disaster Assistance; 

 Mission partners serving in Africa and Indonesia were assisted in their efforts to spread the gospel 

through education and ministry; 

 Pakistan’s school and college-aged students benefited from your support of Forman Christian College 

and scholarships for elementary school students;  

 Single mothers in the community were uplifted through contributions to Thrive Single Moms; 

 People needing hygiene were given clothing donations, and workers helped Refresh and Renew, a local 

shower ministry; 

 Transitional housing for those seeking shelter was provided through contributions to Steps4Life; 

 Believe Walk—Team Presbyterian again walked to raise awareness and funding for breast cancer 

research; 

 Mask ministry—several of you made and freely gave face coverings to prevent COVID-19 spread. 

Last, at this writing, several donations have already been received for the youth in our community who may 

just need a little Christmas cheer. There is still time to contribute to gift cards for youth, to be distributed 

during the holidays through Family Service. You can send a check in any amount to the church and indicate 

in the memo line of your check: ‘Youth Gift Cards’. As funds are received, we will purchase gift cards from 

the church’s Scrip program.  

Once again, thank you for these inspiring accomplishments and gifts in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord! 

Monica Frederick Outreach Committee Moderator 
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Poinsettias to Support the Deacons’ Fund 

  

If you would like to contribute to the purchase of poinsettias for the sanctuary, please take a 

moment to complete this order form and mail it to First Presbyterian Church of Redlands, P.O. 

Box 2009, Redlands, CA 92373.  Donations beyond the cost of the poinsettias will go to the 

Deacon’s fund  to be donated to Redlands Family Services, the Redlands Chapter of the 

Salvation Army, and to  other support services. 

  

Name of Donor(s) ________________________________ 

  

 Please fill out the space below if you wish to identify the donation in memory of or in 

celebration of people or events in the January newsletter. 

  

IN MEMORY OF 

___________________________________________________________     

(Please print) 

  Or 

IN CELEBRATION OF  

____________________________________________________         ____ 

  

Donation Amount: _____________ 

  

Please make checks payable to  

First Presbyterian Church of Redlands and  

write “Poinsettia” on the remarks line. 



Zoom Meetings—A Great Way to Keep in Touch! 

 
Have you joined one of the many Zoom meetings that the Church offers throughout the week?  It truly is 

a great way to keep in touch with your church family and participate in a variety of church activities.   

The FPC Book Club meets on the first Thursday of the month at 7:00 P.M. Pour yourself a cup of hot tea 

or a glass of wine and settle down in front of your computer screen, or pick up the phone if you don’t 

have a camera, and join the group for a rousing discussion of  All the Gallant Men: An American Sailor’s 

Firsthand Account of Pearl Harbor by Donald Stratton and Ken Gire. 

Lectio Divina meets every Wednesday morning, at 8:00 A.M. through the end of December. Coffee and 

sweets are served...if you remember to make them. 

On Tuesdays, from 11:00 A.M. to noon, we will engage the themes of the week in our Adult Faith 

Formation class.  You can use this as an excuse to do your hair...or not. The point is, we are still all in this 

together! 

If you need some help connecting, PLEASE reach out to the church office and we will find a way to 

include you. Zoom is amazingly user friendly even for the technologically challenged. 



First Presbyterian 

Church of Redlands 

Living the heart & mind 

of Christ at the heart of 

the city 

The mission of the First 

Presbyterian Church of 

Redlands is to grow 

spiritually with the 

community by sharing 

the love of Jesus Christ 

with all who seek to 

know God through 

worship, prayer, 

fellowship, and 

evangelism. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF REDLANDS 

An inclusive Community 

of Faith, Living the Heart 

and Mind of Christ at the 

Heart of the City 

 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

First Presbyterian 
Church of Redlands 

 
100 Cajon Street 
P.O. Box 2009 

Redlands CA 92373 
 

(909) 793-2839 
FPCRedlands@gmail.com 

www.FPCRedlands.org 
 

Return Service 

Requested 

You can Save Postage + 

Save Paper = 

Save $$ by subscribing by email. 

We are pleased to share our newsletter with you and we 

welcome your comments! 

You may also view this newsletter on our web site. Go to 

www.fpcredlands.org and then click on The Messenger 

tab at the top of the page. 


