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The Messenger 

As the calendar turns from March to April, we will move from the table to 

the garden, to the cross, to the empty tomb.  And in doing so, we hear these 

words from the Gospel of Mark, “So, the women went out and fled from the 

tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them.”  The emotional roller 

coaster of these four days from table to tomb is tumultuous, and I imagine 

that this year, after more than a year of seismic shifts in our lives, we are 

more than ready to celebrate the glorious hope of Easter morn. 

Yet, the Gospel of Mark is probably not our favorite place to find ourselves 

as Easter morn dawns. Mark tells us that Mary Magdalene, and Mary the 

mother of James, and Salome brought spices, so that they might go and 

anoint the body of Jesus. But, the women did not encounter a corpse; they 

encountered a young man in a white robe who said, “Do not be alarmed.” 

But alarmed is exactly the response of the women for “they said nothing to 

anyone, for they were afraid.” 

This particular gospel leaves us hanging. Of course, Mark is not known for 

being wordy. If you remember, Mark didn’t include any birth narratives 

either. The ending of Mark, by the earliest manuscripts which are considered 

most authoritative, ends with silence as the women are seized with fear.  

What an appropriate gospel for us to be exploring this year as we begin to 

figure out ways to leave the tomb of the pandemic that has claimed so many 

lives around the globe and kept us entombed in our homes for far too long. 

Like the women, fear took root as the year unfolded and shelves emptied. 

Grocery stores became a source of anxiety and delivery services became 

common. Hospital emergency rooms filled with those coughing and 

struggling to breath. Fear rippled through our lives, as we navigated the 

unknown.  

So, a little more than a year into this pandemic, how to we move from fear to 

hope? How do we seize the hope of Easter morn for our lives? Certainly, the 

availability of viable vaccines has created a feeling of hope. But I suggest for 

us to move from fear to hope we need something more than just vaccines.  

Listen to the Gospel of Mark right after Peter makes a confession about 
(Continued on page 6) 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN MONTHLY BOOK CLUB 

The FPC Book Club will meet via Zoom on 

Thursday, April 8, at 7:00 P.M. 

At the April meeting, the group will compare 

thoughts on Farewell to Manzanar, by Jeanne 

Wakatsuki Houston and James D. 

Houston. 

 In May, The Language of Flowers was 

selected for the group’s attention. The 

author, Vanessa Diffenbaugh, gifts us 

with “a bouquet of petals and thorns, 

all defined with meticulous precision”.* 

*The New York Times 

  

April 1 Harrison Hamada 

April 3 Raheel Barkat 

April 4 Lynn Jordan 

April 5 Leslie Ann Platz 

April 6 Ryan Shad 

April 8 Jonah Cochran 

April 9 Enny Sitompul 

April 11 Sue Teele 

April 16 Nathan Anderson Smith 

April 17 Maxwell Rager 

April 20 Ferrin Simanungkalit 

April 22 Thesa Melvina Santoso 

April 23 Choky S. Sitompul 

April 25 Cheryl Raine 

April 26 Frankie Kembuan 
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All Worship Services, except the 8:30 
A.M. Easter Morning Service, are on 
Facebook Live: English Language 
Worship is at 10:00 A.M. and Indonesian 
Language Worship is at 5:00 P.M. 
weekly, except Easter, and Urdu 
Language Worship is the second Sunday 
of the month at 11:30 A.M. 

https://www.facebook.com/First-

Presbyterian-Church-of-Redlands-

106569590974548 

 

April 1, 2021  All Church Service - 
Maundy Thursday at 7:00 P.M. 

First Reading  Psalm 48:1-8 
Second Reading  Mark 14:32-42 
Meditation  Finding Your Purpose 

April 2, 2021  All Church Service- 
Ecumenical Good Friday Service at 7:00 P.M.  

Seven Last Words 

April 4, 2021  All Church Service- 
Worship Service in the Park at 8:30 A.M. 

 Bring Your Own Chair -Masks 
Required as well as Social Distancing 

April 4, 2021  All Church Service- 
Easter Sunday at 10:00 A.M. 

First Reading  Isaiah 25:6-9 
Second Reading  Mark 16:1-8 
Message  What Seizes You? 

April 11, 2021  Rev. Ron Duvall Preaching 

First Reading  Acts 4:32-35 
Second Reading  John 20:19-31 
Message  A Place for a Realist 

April 18, 2021  Rev. Ron Duvall Preaching 

First Reading  Acts 3:12-19 
Second Reading  Luke 24:36b-48 
Message  The Power of Witness 

April 25, 2021 

First Reading  Psalm 23:1-6 
Second Reading  John 10:11-18 
Message  So There Will Be One 

 

April 

 worship schedule 

Multiple Ways to 
Financially Give to 

The First Presbyterian 
Church of Redlands 

Did you know that there are multiple ways to 
contribute financially to the life and ministry of 
our church? Here are some options for you to 
consider: 

 Checks can be mailed to PO BOX 2009, 
Redlands CA 92373 

 At our website on our homepage 
(www.fpcredlands.org) ther e is  a  
give button that allows for online giving 

 There is a phone app Give + where you can 
give electronically as well. 

 You can also use your bank’s bill pay 
function. 

If you need assistance with any of the online 
methods, please let the office know and 
someone will be assigned to walk you through 
them! We give thanks for the financial gifts that 
make our ministry possible.  

 Staff Whereabouts 

April 2021 

Pastor Cheryl will be away on vacation for two 
weeks after Easter, from Monday, April 5th 
through Sunday, April 18th. Rev. Ron Duvall will 
be preaching on April 11th and April 18h for us. 
Rev. Ron Duvall and Pastor Hart Tan will be 
available to respond to any pastoral 
emergencies during her time away as well. 

Please pray for Pastor Cheryl’s time away, as she 
spends the first week in silence in the desert and 
her second week with family and friends. Pray 
for rest, renewal and clear vision as the Spirit 
works in her life through this time away. 

The church office is staffed for receiving calls 
and emails on Mondays and Thursdays, from 
11:00—3:00 P.M.  
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Reading 

scripture 

prayerfully or 

praying the 

scriptures is 

another 

possible 

spiritual 

practice for 

our faith 

journeys.  

Lectio divina (pronounced LEX-ee-oh dih-VEE-nuh), which is Latin for “divine or sacred 

reading,” is practiced seasonally by a group within our church during the year: Advent, Lent, 

Summer and Fall. Classic descriptions of lectio divina list a sequence of four movements: lectio 

(reading), Meditatio (ruminating and reflecting), oratio (responding to God), and contemplatio 

(receiving and resting in God). 

Here is a classic description of each movement that can be done individually or in a group*: 

Lectio - Slowly read a brief passage of scripture. Read it as though you are hearing it read to 

you. Read it silently and aloud. Experiment by reading it with different emphasis and inflections. 

Meditatio - Mull over the text; internalize the words. Listen for the phrases that stand out for 

you as you read the passage. Turn them over in your mind. Reflect on why these words catch 

your attention, what they bring to mind, and what they mean for you today. Jot down in a 

journal the meaningful words, noting associations, reactions, feelings, or challenges. 

Oratio – Turn your mediation from dialogue with yourself to dialogue with God, which is 

prayer. Share with God in all honesty your reflections, questions, or feelings. Offer your 

thanksgiving, confession, petitions, or intercession as they arise during your dialogue with God. 

Listen for God’s response and inner nudging. 

Contemplatio – Rest your mental activity and trust yourself completely to God’s loving  care. 

Rest in God’s presence. Pick a phrase from the text to which you can return again and again as 

you keep your attention on God. Allow this prayer-phrase to sustain your presence to God 

throughout the day. After a few minutes of “practicing the presence of God” in this way, you 

might close with the Lord’s Prayer, a song, or a final moment of grateful silence. 

Of course, this practice can be modified as is done at Sunrise, the group that practices this form 

of divine reading. We listen for a word or phrase. Then we ask how is that word or phrase 

speaking to us this particular day, and finally we ask ourselves how we will carry the phrase into 

the coming week.  The beauty of reading the text this way, is that it is not about information, it is 

about formation. This spiritual practice is about listening deeply to the movement of God in your 

own life through the gift of our sacred text.  

If you have never experienced this particular spiritual practice, Pastor Cheryl and others would 

welcome your participation with Sunrise. Come and observe. Come and participate.  

*Source Information: Companions in Christ: A Small-group Experience in Spiritual Formation.  

Lectio Divina 
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Faith Formation  
Sunrise Final Session for our  

Lenten/Easter Season 
 

We will conclude our Lenten Sunrise series, which is facilitated by 

Chris Kane, Jerri Rodewald and Pastor Cheryl on Maundy Thursday, 

April 1, at 8:00 A.M.  Here is the Zoom Meeting ID: 845 8385 8790 

and the Passcode: Sunrise 

Sunrise is an opportunity to explore the spiritual practice known as Lectio Divina, which simply 

translated means divine reading.  This is a contemplative way to enter the biblical text. It is an 

opportunity to discern how God might be speaking into one’s life at this particular time through a 

particular word or phrase from a biblical text. It is not about knowledge; it is about being known by our 

God. As the psalmist reminds us in the chaos of our daily lives, “Be still and know that I am God.” 

Sunrise is an opportunity to listen for the stirring of the Spirit in our lives. All are welcome. 

 

What’s Next? 

Purple Tier to  
Red Tier 

 

Leadership subgroups are at 

work charting how we will 

respond as a church to the 

movement from the most 

Restrictive Purple Tier to less 

restrictive tiers. We will have to 

be flexible and able to respond 

immediately if numbers head in the wrong direction. We also have to have everything in place prior to 

opening up the sanctuary for in-person worship and with information changing all the time this is  

challenging. Please be patient with your leadership as they seek to ensure that we can open safely and 

protect all who will enter our sanctuary - staff, members and visitors alike. 

When procedures are in place and we can safely return to in-person worship based on governmental 

guidelines, please note that on-line worship will continue. Our worship will be hybrid as we move into 

the future, with some among us attending in-person and others attending online. We are so grateful for 

the grant we received through synod funds distributed through the Presbytery of Riverside that makes 

this possible. 

If you would like to be part of the subgroups working on all aspects of our community life and what it 

will look like post pandemic, please let the office or Pastor Cheryl know and they will connect you! It is 

going to take all of us working together with grace to chart a way forward. Thanks be to God, for God’s 

provision through this very difficult season in all of our lives and the world.  
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  Jesus, saying, “You are the 

Messiah.” “Then Jesus began to 

teach his disciples that the Son of 

Man must undergo great 

suffering, and be rejected by the 

elders, the chief priests, and the 

scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise 

again.” In scripture commentators let us know 

that Jesus’ passion is foretold not once, but three 

times in the Gospel of Mark. Yet, the focus is 

usually on the suffering and death, as the 

disciples are completely caught off guard, even 

though Jesus repeatedly said, “And after three 

days I will rise again.” 

Are we ready to be seized by this good news, that 

after three days Jesus will rise again? That after 

this pandemic we will rise again. That after 

whatever befalls us in life we can rise again, 

because death does not have the final word. 

As we prepare to celebrate Easter morn after our 

sojourn through the valley of death, I pray that 

we will be able to seize the hope in the air; 

because we worship a living God and will 

proclaim once again Easter morn, “Christ is 

risen! Christ is risen, indeed!” 

Willing to seize hope! 

Pastor Cheryl  

(Continued from page 1) The Pastor’s Corner 

My goodness this year is 

zooming by and we are 

heading for spring and 

summer festivities.  That 

means warmer weather and 

greater need for Refresh and Renew, one of the 

organizations the Deacons support.  They are 

getting ready to open their doors for the first time 

since the pandemic hit and need all the support 

they can get.  They provide clean clothes and 

showers for the homeless.  All of us can attest to 

how good it feels to take a shower and put on clean 

clothes, everyone deserves that feeling. 

As Chris Kane mentioned at the beginning of 

service on Deacon Sunday, we get our funds from 

our wonderful congregation’s generosity.  One of 

those ways is through our Easter lily campaign.  

The congregation dedicates lilies to the memory or 

in celebration of loved ones.  Any funds above and 

beyond the cost of the lilies goes into the Deacon 

fund to help the many organizations they support.  

Thank you for all you have done to support us and 

thank you in advance for future support! 

Here is a list of those special memorial lilies that 

provided such beauty in the sanctuary for Easter: 

Luann Bangsund—in memory of Cliff & Leona Bangsund;  

Grace Baldwin—in celebration of her family; 

Susan and Diane Glascom—in celebration of the season;  

Anonymous Donor—in appreciation of the church staff; 

Patti Robertson—in memory of Buff Robertson, and Emma & Ray Lloyd; 

Jean Anderson Crowell and Judy Crowell Kenny—in loving memory of Donald and Gertrude Anderson;  

Jack Brennan—in celebration of his daughters and their families, and for help and support;  

Monica and Rich Frederick—in celebration of life, healing and recovery from disease; 

Choky Sitompul—in memory of our beloved parents and in celebration of the resurrection of Jesus Christ; 

Steve and Sue Teele—in memory of Albert & Dorothy Stickney, Carl & Henriette Teele, and in celebration of 

   Brett & Chris Teele; 

Izar Martinez—in memory of Carol Jean Martinez and Mary Lou Martinez; 

Gayle & Joseph Timilione—in loving memory of Dorothy Loizeaux and Stuart Swain, and in celebration of 

   our wonderful family. 

A Message From 

Your Deacons  

By Patti Robertson 
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The Gift of the Connectional Church 

 

Are you a member? Have you taken the opportunity to support the gift of the Connectional Church? As 

of March 29, 2021, we have received $1,614.01 towards our commitment of $6,804, which represents 

$36.00 per member. Here is how this gift will be distributed:  

Presbytery  $24.20 

Synod   $  2.85 

General Assembly $  8.95 

 

 

 

Our gift is paid in six increments, which started in February.  

Per capita exists as a way for all Presbyterians to share the costs that belong to the whole church. Please 

consider an additional gift of $36 per member. Thank you for your faithful support of our ministries! 

 

Biblical Reading Challenge 
Easter Stories 

 

When was the last time you read through the Easter morning stories found in the 

four gospels? In this year when we read from the Gospel of Mark, I challenge you 

to read each account. Note what you notice! Observe what is the same and what is  

different. Who goes to the tomb? Who is encountered at the tomb? What is the 

reaction of those present at the tomb? Spend time in each of the gospels by 

placing yourself in the story. Here are the passages for you to read and ponder 

this month as we enter the season of Eastertide: 

Matthew 28:1-10 

Mark 16:1-8a (shorter ending – the most ancient authorities bring the book to a close at the end of 

verse 8),  

Mark 16:8b and Mark 16:9-11 (longer ending of Mark, believed by scholars to be later editing 

editions) 

Luke 24:1-12 

John 20:1-18 

As you read through these gospel accounts of that glorious morning we know as Easter, what account is 

your favorite and why? Which one is your least favorite and why? What truth do each of these stories 

convey to you about the risen One who conquered death? What I love about our holy scriptures is that it 

is a living word, for we worship a living God! Thanks be to God for Easter Morn. Christ is risen! Christ 

is risen, indeed!  
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Property and Finance  
Update 

  

Facility Usage 

A revision of our rental policies and 
procedures is underway.  

 

Sanctuary Ad Hoc Committee 

An Ad Hoc Committee meeting will be scheduled. 

 

Vine Street Community Park 

A safe place where we and the community can gather with appropriate social distancing and masks.  

 

Financial Update as of February 28, 2021 

Here are some broad highlights from our financial reporting Year to Date February 28, 2021: 

         Actual -  Anticipated  =  Difference    

Donations and Pledges  $ 34,442.96  $ 37,816.66  ($ 3,373.70)  

Rental Income   $   8,052.70  $  8,077.96  ($      25.26) 

 

Total Income   $ 43,060.16  $ 46,285.10  ($ 3,224.94)  
  

Total Expense   $ 41,917.59  $ 47,733.23  ($ 5,815.64)  

Net Unrestricted Income* $   1,142.57               ($  1,449.13)   $ 2,590.70 

Less Principal on Loan                  ($  1,231.60) 

Adjusted *NUI             ($       89.03) 

 

So, what do these numbers mean? The Adjusted NUI happens below the Net Unrestricted Income (NUI) 
line because there is one category that is not considered an expense for accounting purposes: principal 
on loan payments, because it reduces liability. 

 

Direct any questions you might have about Property and Finance issues to Co-Moderators Shirley Harry 
and Luann Bangsund or to Pastor Cheryl.  
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 Young Disciples Corner 
April Happenings 

Every Sunday at 1:00 P.M. you have a chance to see other Young Disciples, so let’s Zoom 

together! During the month of February, the Young Disciples learned about the people who 

recognized that Jesus was God’s beloved child.  

Mr. Wilson faithfully organizes and leads our virtual Sunday School each week. That helps us 

“Wonder” about our faith.  Parents, thank you for making sure your Young Disciples are 

online for Zoom Sunday school, which takes place on Sundays at 1:00 P.M.  Parents, stay 

tuned for texts from Wilson as he shares the details about how to connect via Zoom each 

Sunday. Here is the information about connecting via Zoom: Zoom Meeting ID: 830 7443 

6361 and Passcode is FPCR. 

 

A big thank you to each young disciple 

and youth who have helped lead 

worship through the sharing of the 

Prayer for Illumination ––Ryan Shad, 

Jonah Cotton, Zachery Emmanuel, and 

Adrian Roiballove in February. Thank 

you, parents, for helping your young 

disciples and youth participate! If 

your child or youth has not had an 

opportunity and would like to, please 

let Wilson Kayange know! Wilson 

schedules our young disciples and 

youth for this opportunity.  
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Session Highlights March, 2021 
 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held the 

regularly scheduled Stated Session Meeting, via a Zoom Meeting, 

on Monday evening, March 15, 2021, and took the following actions 

at the meeting: 

 Received the Financial Report for the month ending February 

28, 2021: 

           Total Unrestricted Income:  $19,501.41 

                          Total Unrestricted Expenditures:  $23,380.18 

  Excess Unrestricted Income/Expenses: ($ 3,878.77)          

  Balance in General Account:  $58,049.15 

 Approved the 2020 End of Year Financials for the Scrip Program 

 Elected Luann Bangsund to serve as the FPCR Treasurer for 2021 

 Approved an Electronic Voting Policy for Session 

 Approved April 5-18, 2021 and August 2-15, 2021 as [well-deserved!] Vacation Days for Pastor 

Cheryl 

 Approved September 15-19, 2021 for Pastor Cheryl’s days in “Service to the Larger Church”  

 Approved March 28, 2021 as a Vacation Day for Director of Music Dr. Joe Modica 

 Approved an Easter morning service for FPCR in the Vine Street Park from 8:30 A.M. to 9:00 A.M. 

on Sunday, April 4, 2021.  More information and details will follow for those who would like to 

participate in this brief service. 

 

And...Action!           By an anonymous contributor 

Watching the Sunday Worship Service on Facebook, I was struck by 

what a professional production our worship team puts together each 

week.  

The musicians, Rachelle Gensolin, Grace Stewart, Anna Caplan, 

Shawn Bennet, Timothy Cunningham, and our faithful choir 

member, Marcia Fagan, led by our multi-talented Music Director, 

Joe Modica (who is also our soloist) bring soul-stirring hymns, 

anthems and special music to the online service.  

Pastor Cheryl is supported by volunteers from the congregation, 

young and not-quite-as young, who read scripture and the Prayer 

for Illumination. If you think this is easy to do, try it sometime. The 

presence of a camera and microphone is enough to make one’s 

palms sweat no matter how simple the text. And yet, they all step up 

and conquer their trepidation. 

And the one who makes it all come together...Paul Raine, who works 

quietly behind the scenes. For his time and talent we are most 

grateful.  Photo credit: Chris Kane 
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Ecumenical Advocacy Days is an annual gathering of Christian advocates and activists. We worship, 

delve deeply into the pressing issues of the day, and lift our voices by speaking truth to power on Capitol 

Hill. 

The 2021 theme is "“Imagine! God’s Earth and People Restored.” EAD 2021 is an opportunity to support 

this global movement centered on and led by the people and communities most vulnerable to climate 

impacts due to historic racial and colonial inequities. Together, we will passionately advocate and 

reimagine a world that lives out the values of justice, equity and the beloved community. 

We continue to see how the historic reality of colonialism and structural racism has designed systems 

that live on today through environmental racism and a myriad of other injustices that grew out of the 

same evil roots. Throughout 2020, these systemic issues manifested themselves in the disproportionate 

number of racial and ethnic minorities who became sick with and died of COVID-19, as well as the 

continued extrajudicial killing of Black men and women. The Earth and its people are groaning. We are 

called to respond. 

Around the world, we again bear witness to protests for racial justice, this time set amidst 

unprecedented climate-induced disasters, an economic crisis, and the deaths of more than one million 

people globally from the pandemic. For example, Amazonian indigenous communities face the 

existential threats of COVID-19, wildfires, and brutal mining operations. East Africans are affected by 

hunger and malnutrition due to the coronavirus restrictions and to crop failures from flooding and 

locusts. We have an opportunity to reflect on this moment as Christians. Together we can seek the balm 

to heal God’s Earth and all humanity. 

Addressing the history of colonialism and structural racism is key to achieving climate justice. Together, 

we will rise up with the climate justice movement against these systemic wrongs and respond in hope. 

Join us in 2021 as we gather virtually for worship, workshops and advocacy to “imagine God’s Earth and 

its people restored.” 

“This territory is not ours, it’s not mine, it’s not yours. It belongs to the generation yet to come.” ~ 

Maritza Naforo, Huitoto indigenous leader, Colombia 

“We look for — and speed the coming of — the new heavens and a new earth, where justice is at 

home” (2 Pet. 3:12,13). 

EAD 2021 will be a virtual gathering, to be held April 18-21, 2021. Register now! The Cost is $35 for 

regular registration. If you would like to attend and need assistance contact Pastor Cheryl and she will 

work with the Outreach Committee to secure funds. 

https://advocacydays.org/about-ead/
https://attendify.co/ecumenical-advocacy-days-pbfNWPy
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First Presbyterian 

Church of Redlands 

Living the heart & mind 

of Christ at the heart of 

the city 

The mission of the First 

Presbyterian Church of 

Redlands is to grow 

spiritually with the 

community by sharing 

the love of Jesus Christ 

with all who seek to 

know God through 

worship, prayer, 

fellowship, and 

evangelism. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF REDLANDS 

An inclusive Community 

of Faith, Living the Heart 

and Mind of Christ at the 

Heart of the City 

 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

First Presbyterian 
Church of Redlands 

 
100 Cajon Street 
P.O. Box 2009 

Redlands CA 92373 
 

(909) 793-2839 
FPCRedlands@gmail.com 

www.FPCRedlands.org 
 

Return Service 

Requested 

You can Save Postage + 

Save Paper = 

Save $$ by subscribing by email. 

We are pleased to share our newsletter with you and we 

welcome your comments! 

You may also view this newsletter on our web site. Go to 

www.fpcredlands.org and then click on The Messenger 

tab at the top of the page. 


