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The Messenger 

“Doesn’t March 19, 2020, when Governor Newsom instituted the ‘Stay-at-

Home’ order feel like a lifetime ago?” When I penned those words last May, 

we had only experienced six weeks of online worship because of the 

unfolding pandemic. I find it unfathomable that the first Sunday of May this 

year will be our 58th Sunday of online worship. I don’t think any of us ever 

imagined last May that this crisis would carry us well into 2021, but it has. 

Yet, what else has carried us through this past year? I suggest the truth of 

Eastertide. Our faith boldly claims even in the face a pandemic that life and 

not death has the final word. Jesus was not contained by the tomb and we 

have not stayed entombed by the pandemic either.  

As a congregation, we have stepped out in faith and created Vine Street 

Community Park. We stepped out in faith as we called on each other and 

cared for one another. We stepped out in faith and fed the most vulnerable 

in our community by making sack lunches. Fear may have accompanied us, 

as it did the women at the tomb according to the Gospel of Mark, but fear 

did not stop us from being the church this past year. 

As I wrote last month, hope is in the air. Vaccines are now available for 

anyone 16 years old or older in our county, so more and more of us are being 

vaccinated. Parking lots are fuller these days as I see a resurrection of 

activities all around us. I have seen soccer fields filled with teams and 

restaurants with patrons not only outside, but inside as well. Freeways are 

certainly more congested as more employees return to their offices. We are 

beginning to see life take shape post pandemic, but we all know that the 

ripple effects from the pandemic are far from over. 

A critical question for all of us to ponder given this past year is, “What have 

we learned about ourselves as a church?” I’d love to hear your answers to 

this question! Here are some of my thoughts. We relearned that our building 

is not the church, given that it has been basically shuttered for more than a 

year. Our building is simply a place for our ministries and a place to share 
(Continued on page 6) 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
MONTHLY BOOK CLUB 

The FPC Book Club will meet via Zoom on 

Thursday, May 6, at 7:00 P.M. 

At the May meeting, the group will 

compare thoughts on  The Language of 

Flowers by Vanessa Diffenbaugh. 

The book selected for June is actually the 

second book in The Space Trilogy, titled 

Prelandra, by C.S. Lewis. You don’t need 

to be a science fiction aficionado to enjoy 

C.S.Lewis. Fifty years after his death, he 

continues to inspire and fascinate millions. 

His legacy remains varied and vast. He 

was a towering intellectual figure, a 

popular fiction author who inspired a 

global movie franchise around the world 

of Narnia, and an atheist-turned-Christian 

thinker. * 

*Goodreads.com 

  

May 9 Arianna Emmanuel 

May 8 Sharoon Suhail 

May 12 James Cotton 

May 13 Karen Buel 

May 14 Suneel Jacob 

May 15 Barbara Cogorno 

May 16 Shelby Cotton 

May 24 Jack Brennan 

May 26 Al Polchow 

May 28 Meike Leong 

May 30 Sara Alfred 

May 31 Jeri Bray Chao 
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All Services Will Be on Facebook Live:  

10:00 A.M. English and 5:00 P.M. 

Indonesian – Weekly 

11:30 A.M. Urdu – Second Sunday of the 

Month  

https://www.facebook.com/First-

Presbyterian-Church-of-Redlands-

106569590974548 

 

May 2, 2021       Communion Sunday 

First Reading  1 John 4:7-21 

Second Reading  John 15:1-8 

The Message  Bear Fruit 

 

May 9, 2021  Mother’s Day   

First Reading  Psalm 98:1-9 

Second Reading  John 15:6-19 

The Message  My Friends 

   

May 16, 2021    

First Reading  Psalm 1:1-6 

Second Reading  Acts 1:15-26 

The Message  Witnessing Prayer 

 

May 23, 2021    Pentecost – All Church 

***First in-person worship*** 

(see article on page 5 ) 

First Reading  Acts 2:1-21 

Second Reading  Ezekiel 37:1-14 

The Message  Sudden Noise! 

 

May 30, 2021  

First Reading  Psalm 29:1-1-11 

Second Reading  Isaiah 6:1-8 

The Message  Responding to a Call 

 

May 

 worship schedule 

 

Adult Educational Offering 

Sunday, May 2, 2021 

 

On Sunday, May 2, 2021, at 11:30 A.M. Dr. 

Lillian Larsen will be presenting a Zoom Adult 

Education class. This will be our first taste 

of using maps to re-examine emergent Christian 

practice. In this session we will spatially trace 

diverse echoes of Paul's teachings on 

gender over time. As we engage 

conversations that move from one location and 

generation to another, we will 

consider recurring threads that have iteratively 

defined and re-defined both ancient and 

contemporary discussions of church leadership 

and authority. The class is entitled, Tracing the 

Teachings of Paul (In Space and Over Time).  

 

Here is the zoom link for the class: 

Meeting ID: 811 6431 1229 and Passcode: FPCR 

 Staff Whereabouts 

May 2021 

The church office is staffed for receiving calls 
and emails on Mondays and Thursdays, from 
11:00—3:00 P.M.  

Judy will be 
making her annual 
trip to Holland 
Michigan  on May 
28, returning June 
7. 

Articles for the 
June newsletter should be submitted by Friday, 
May 21. 

https://www.facebook.com/First-Presbyterian-Church-of-Redlands-106569590974548
https://www.facebook.com/First-Presbyterian-Church-of-Redlands-106569590974548
https://www.facebook.com/First-Presbyterian-Church-of-Redlands-106569590974548
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“Remember the sabbath day and keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and 

do all your work. But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; 

you shall not do any work – you, your son or your daughter, your male or 

female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. For in six 

days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but 

rested the seventh day; therefore, the Lord blessed the sabbath day and 

consecrated it” [Exodus 20:8]. This is the fourth of ten commandments, 

but our achievement and production-obsessed culture finds this 

commandment more than challenging. How can we possibly take a whole 

day off given the demands on our lives? What if we are scheduled to work 

on the Sabbath, which in our tradition is Sunday? 

I remember my visit to the Wailing Wall in Jerusalem. We were 

instructed by our leaders to write our prayers in advance, given that we 

were visiting the wall on the Sabbath. It would have been a violation of 

the “no work clause” by simply picking up a pencil to write our prayers.  I 

don’t think this is what God had in mind when God gave this 

commandment to Moses! 

This commandment simply reminds us of the necessity of rest for our 

health and well-being. Rest reminds us that God is God and we are not. 

As Marjorie Thompson writes, “In keeping the Sabbath, we set aside 

specific time to respond to the wonder and beauty of the One who is 

present in all time, to acknowledge and bless our living Source.” This is 

why worship is a Sabbath spiritual discipline. Worship is a time when we 

intentionally set aside time to be attentive to God. We gather on Sundays 

to praise God as well as to listen for God’s movement in our lives and in 

the life of our community. 

As we expand our understanding of the importance of sabbath for our 

lives, I suggest any time we intentionally set aside time to rest in God and 

open our lives to the stirring of the Spirit we are practicing a form of 

sabbath. Even so, it is good to set aside specific times, partial days and 

even whole days to practice sabbath. A good question to ask yourself this 

month is, “What do you need to rest from so that we can make more room 

for God in your life? May you find a new rhythm of resting in God that 

draws you ever closer to the mystery we call God. Practice the spiritual 

discipline of sabbath! 

Sabbath 

 

Worship is a 

time when we 

intentionally set 

aside time to be 

attentive to God. 

We gather on 

Sundays to 

praise God as 

well as to listen 

for God’s 

movement in our 

lives and in the 

life of our 

community. 
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Pentecost Sunday, May 23, 2021 

“And suddenly from heaven there came a sound…” 

Our First In-Person Worship Service 

 

We have all longed for this day and we look forward with great anticipation of being together in the 

beauty of our sanctuary. Pentecost is such an appropriate Sunday to gather together for the first time, as 

we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on God’s people. To help us celebrate our first gathering 

wear Pentecost colors of red, orange or yellow, as together (physically distanced, of course), we will look 

like dancing flames! We give thanks to the Session that approved this possibility on April 19th, providing 

all the infection rate numbers continue in the right direction in our region. 

Our on-line presence will continue long into our future, so in-person worship is a personal decision 

based on your concerns about how to best protect your health and well-being. We will implement 

appropriate safety measures to minimize the risk of exposure during in-person worship, but we cannot 

rule out the possibility, given asymptomatic carriers of the COVID-19 virus. Please note, that we will 

remain flexible and vigilant as we will comply with all COVID health regulations for our geographic 

region based on CDC guidelines. 

In the coming weeks, before our first in-person worship service in the sanctuary, a group of people under 

the leadership of our Property and Finance co-moderators, Shirley Harry and Luann Bangsund, will be 

working diligently to prepare our facilities. Be on the lookout closer to May 23rd for an email that will 

outline what you can expect if you discern that it is safe for you to return to in-person worship.  
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with our community. We 

learned that we are more 

adaptable as well as resilient 

than maybe we thought we 

were. The move to on-line 

worship and the creation of 

care groups was seamless, as 

leadership by our elders, 

deacons, pastors and volunteers helped us 

navigate the ever-changing pandemic 

landscape. We also learned that even a 

pandemic cannot quench our generosity!  

As we imagine returning to in-person worship 

(see page 5) as well as other in-person 

activities, let us not forget what we have 

learned. Let us be continual learners, for we 

worship a living God who invites us into a 

relationship, which will continually reshape us. 

Through this relationship I am certain that we 

will be challenged to live the heart and mind of 

Christ at the heart of the city in new ways as the 

months unfold before us. As Isaiah reminds us, 

“God is about to do a new thing, now it springs 

forth, do you not perceive it?” 

Let us be ready for the new things that God will 

do through us as 2021 continues to unfold! 

Ready for new things, 

Pastor Cheryl 

(Continued from page 1) The Pastor’s Corner 

Presbyterian 

Women leaders   are planning the Spring Birthday 

Offering and Celebration to be held on Sunday, 

May 16 from 2:00 - 3:30 P.M. They are 

hoping to have the soiree in our beautiful Vine 

Street Park. If all goes well, we will ask you to bring 

your own chair and something to drink, then we 

will serve pre-packaged cookies for your 

enjoyment.  

Please R.S.V.P. to Gayle Timilione at (951)8078520 

or timilionegayle@gmail.com by May 11, 2021, so 

we can let you know of any changes or updates. On 

May 16, we will also have envelopes and a basket 

for you to generously donate to the Birthday 

Offering that supports Organizations that we will 

tell you about at the Gathering.  

It will be wonderful to see as many of you who can 

attend. Blessings to all! 

Gayle Timilione 

 

Greetings, 

Presbyterian 

Women 

 

 

Pastor Cheryl and Paul Raine would like to 

thank the congregation for the beautiful plant 

sent in remembrance of Paul’s mom, Patricia 

Graybill. We are grateful for the outpouring of 

compassion through cards, calls and emails, 

too, as we journey through our grief. It was 

sacred time for us to be with Patricia as she 

passed from life to Life eternal on Sunday, 

February 28, 2021. 

 Thank you  

mailto:timilionegayle@gmail.com
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The Gift of the Connectional Church 

 

Each and every member of the church is an important participant in not only this church, but the whole 

church.  As members within the Presbyterian Church U.S.A., we are part of a connectional church that 

provides resources as well as serves in global missions.  

Together, we have the opportunity to support 

the work of the whole church by contributing 

our per capita. As of April 25th, we have 

received $1,734.01 towards our 

commitment of $6,804, which is assessed at 

$36.00 per member. Here is how this gift will 

be distributed:  

 

 

 

 Presbytery  $24.20 

 Synod   $  2.85 

 General Assembly $  8.95 

 

 

Our gift is paid in six increments, which started in February.  

Will you consider helping our church make its commitment to the whole church?  

Thank you for your faithful support of our ministries! 
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Property and Finance  
Update 

  

Rental Policies and Procedures 

 Extensive work was done to update and 
revise our rental policy and procedures. The 
revised policy and procedures were approved by Session on April 19, 2021, paving the way to reopen 
our facility to our community partners May 1st.  

 

In-Person Gatherings 

 A task group is working to make sure our campus is ready to accommodate in-person gatherings 
again. You will see lots of sanitizing stations around campus! 

 

 

Financial Update as of March 31, 2021 

 

 Here are some broad highlights from our financial reporting Year to Date March 31, 2021: 

 

         Actual -  Anticipated  =  Difference    

Donations and Pledges  $ 54,262.74  $ 54,999.96  ($  737.22)  

Rental Income   $ 14,455.40  $ 12,116.94  $2,338.46 

 

Total Income   $ 71,332.52  $ 69,427.63   $ 1,904.89  
  

Total Expense   $ 70,549.42  $ 72,321.54  ($ 1,772.12)  

Net Unrestricted Income* $      783.10           ($  2,893.91)   $ 3,677.01 

Less Principal on Loan       ($  1,849.52) 

Adjusted *NUI             ($  1,066.42) 

 

Our donations and pledges are slightly less than what we had anticipated, but our expenses are less than 

anticipated too, so our Net Unrestricted Income (NUI) was a positive $783.10.  The Adjusted NUI 

happens below the NUI line because principal on our loan is not considered an expense for accounting 

purposes, although the principal payment does come out of our checking account. Therefore, at the end 

of March we had spent $1,066.42 more than we had received in income. So, your continued generosity is 

welcomed to help us to be financially strong as the year progresses.  

 

Direct any questions you might have about Property and Finance issues to Co-Moderators Shirley Harry 

and Luann Bangsund or to Pastor Cheryl.  
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 Young Disciples Corner 
May Happenings 

Every Sunday at 1:00 P.M. you have a chance to see other Young Disciples, so let’s 
Zoom together! During the month of April, the Young Disciples continued to learn stories 
about Jesus. Mr. Wilson faithfully organizes and leads our virtual Sunday School each week 
that help us “Wonder” about our faith.  Parents, thank you for making sure your Young 
Disciples are online for Zoom Sunday school, which takes place on Sundays at 1:00 P.M.  
Parents, stay tuned for texts from Wilson as he shares the details about how to connect via 
Zoom each Sunday. Here is the information about connecting via Zoom: Zoom Meeting 
ID: 830 7443 6361 and Passcode is FPCR. 

 

A big thank you to each Young Disciple 
and Youth who have helped lead 
worship through the sharing of the 
Prayer for Illumination this past 
month—Annika Bhatti, Anmol 
Sanchez, Alison Kayange, and Arianna 
Emmanuel. Thank you, parents, for 
helping your Young and Youth 
Disciples participate! If your child or 
youth has not had an opportunity, and 
would like to, please let Wilson 
Kayange know. Wilson schedules our 
young disciples and youth for this 
opportunity.  
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Session Highlights April, 2021 
 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands held the 

regularly scheduled Stated Session Meeting, via a Zoom Meeting, 

on Monday evening, April 19, 2021, and took the following actions 

at the meeting: 

 

 Received the Financial Report for the month ending March 31, 2021: 
 

           Total Unrestricted Income: $28,087.63      

                           Total Unrestricted Expenditures: $28,631.83    

   Excess Unrestricted Income/Expenses:    ($544.20) 

          Balance in General Account:  $57,303.43 

 

 Approved the Session Standing Rules for 2021. 

 

 Approved the FPCR Presbyterian Women’s Luncheon, to be held on the FPCR campus on Sunday, 
May 16, 2021 from 2:00-3:30 p.m. 

 

 Approved changes to the FPCR Check Writing and Expenditure Authorization Policy. 

 

 Approved increasing the bandwidth at FPCR, and then allowing access to it by Citizens Church. 

 

 Approved Citizens Church installing a point-to-point bridge node on the roof of the Sanctuary.  (A 
cable will be run from the sound booth to the node to provide access to the internet.) 

 

 Approved new FPCR Rental Policy and Procedures. 

 

 Approved beginning the process of renting FPCR facilities as of May 1, 2021. 

 

 Approved FPCR in-person church meetings and activities resuming as of May 1, 2021.** 

 

 Approved resuming in-person worship services at FPCR beginning Pentecost, Sunday,  

  May 23, 2021.**  

 

** NOTE:  FPCR will adhere to all CDC guidelines for resuming in-person activities and will adjust as 
necessary if infection numbers “head in the wrong direction” or if recommended by city, state, 
county or CDC guidelines. 
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Family Service Association of Redlands 

Virtual Hunger Walk 

Saturday, June 5, 2021 

  

It’s that time of year when we gather to support Family Service Association of Redlands FSAR by 

participating in their Hunger Walk.  This year, like last year, the walk will be virtual. That is, registered 

individuals are asked to pick up a t-shirt and goodie bag at the University of Redlands from 8:00 A.M. to 

10:00 A.M. on Saturday, June 5th. Then registered individuals are invited to put on their t-shirt and walk 

their own 5K somewhere in the community, either on a trail or around your neighborhood.  

  

Adults (ages 13 and over)  $25 

Children 12 and under  $  7 

  

Pastor Cheryl will help us form Team Presbyterian again. She needs your name and T-shirt size. Checks 

to cover the registration fees can be made out to FPC Redlands with the notation “Hunger Walk” in the 

memo line and sent to the church. The deadline for registering through Pastor Cheryl is May 19th. You 

can also register individually, by sending the information outlined below to FSAR along with the 

registration fee: 

Name: _________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________ 

Phone: ________________________________________ 

Email: _________________________________________ 

T-shirt Size: Small, Medium, Large, X-large, 2X, Youth Small or Youth Medium 

Registration Fee: _________________________________ 

The deadline for direct registration with FSAR is May 24th. Please let Pastor Cheryl know if you have any 

questions! Let’s walk to help address hunger in our community! 
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First Presbyterian 

Church of Redlands 

Living the heart & mind 

of Christ at the heart of 

the city 

The mission of the First 

Presbyterian Church of 

Redlands is to grow 

spiritually with the 

community by sharing 

the love of Jesus Christ 

with all who seek to 

know God through 

worship, prayer, 

fellowship, and 

evangelism. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF REDLANDS 

An inclusive Community 

of Faith, Living the Heart 

and Mind of Christ at the 

Heart of the City 

 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

First Presbyterian 
Church of Redlands 

 
100 Cajon Street 
P.O. Box 2009 

Redlands CA 92373 
 

(909) 793-2839 
FPCRedlands@gmail.com 

www.FPCRedlands.org 
 

Return Service 

Requested 

You can Save Postage + 

Save Paper = 

Save $$ by subscribing by email. 

We are pleased to share our newsletter with you and we 

welcome your comments! 

You may also view this newsletter on our web site. Go to 

www.fpcredlands.org and then click on The Messenger 

tab at the top of the page. 


