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The Messenger 

““The time is near,” says the writer of The Revelation to John. “I am coming 

soon… said the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning 

and the end.” “‘I am the Alpha and the Omega,’ says the Lord God, who is 

and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.”  

As summer takes root, we will be exploring portions of The Revelation to 

John, with seven of nine weeks focused on the seven letters to the seven 

churches. Through this series we will see that each church is unique. Each 

church has a particular relationship with God and receives a specific letter 

from God through John of Patmos that speaks to their witness of the risen 

Christ. 

I wonder what a letter from God would say to us today. Would God say to us, 

“Well done good and faithful servants?” Or would God send us an angel that 

has to say to us, “Do not be afraid.” Might God’s word to us be one of 

encouragement, which challenges us to dream dreams so that God can do 

abundantly far more through us than we could ask or imagine?” Or would 

God have to reprimand us and tell us to stop worrying? What word might 

God have for us? 

Each of the seven churches - Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, 

Philadelphia, and Laodicea - receive their very own message and I imagine 

that as we explore their messages together, we might come to an 

understanding of what God might be saying to us as a church in this 

moment of history.  

As we all well know, we are still living in uncertain times. We are fifteen 

months into a pandemic that has turned our lives upside down and inside 

out, even as we feel the pandemic easing. These last fifteen months have 

made it clear that we are all interconnected. We are simply part of the one 

human family created in the image of God, even in all our diversity. We have 

learned again that our actions have a ripple effect on those around us. We 

(Continued on page 6) 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
MONTHLY BOOK CLUB 

The Book Club gathering will be on 

Thursday, June 10th (the second 

Thursday) in June.  The group has agreed 

to have the Book Club meeting IN PERSON  

for the first tim e since March 

2020!  We are planning to meet in the 

Fagan’s spacious backyard where we can 

keep a comfortable distance apart.  Most of 

us have been vaccinated, so there should be no risk of 

infection.  Dress for the cool weather that comes when the sun goes 

down! 

Our book for June is Perelandra by C.S. Lewis and the discussion 

will be led by Chris Kane.  This is the last book we've agreed to this 

year, so we'll have to make some decisions as to future 

books.  Bring your ideas to the June meeting.   

 

  

June 1 Rachel Simanungkalit 

June 2 Aleta West 

June 2 Perry Erwin Hayes 

June 2 Zara Justine 

June 3 Raheel Hameed 

June 8 Ann Elizabeth Platz 

June 8 Verbina Sanchez 

June 9 Nabeel Barkat 

June 9 Adeel Barkat 

June 11 Sally Rehfeldt 

June 15 Jamaris Purba 

June 17  Zack Hamada 

June 17 Sajeel Barkat 

June 18 Alexandra Anastasia Zak 

June 19 Sandra Ann Hayes 

June 21 Harry Muaya 

June 26 Jeremy Dean Platz 

June 28 Sundus Jacob 

June 28 Stephen Teele 

June 29 Nancy Bierlein 
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In-Person and on Facebook Live:  

10:00 A.M. English and 5:00 P.M. 

Indonesian 

Facebook Live Only: Second 

Sunday of the Month in Urdu at 

11:30 A.M.  

https://www.facebook.com/First-

Presbyterian-Church-of-Redlands

-106569590974548 

 

June 6, 2021  Communion 

First Reading  2nd Samuel 23:1-7 

Second Reading  Revelation 1:1-8 

The Message   Time is Near 

 

June 13, 2021   

First Reading  Exodus 20:4-6 

Second Reading  Revelation 2:1-7 

The Message  First Love 

   

June 20, 2021  Men of the Church 

 Day and Father’s Day  

First Reading  Psalm 25:1-7 

Second Reading  Revelation 2:8-11 

The Message  Don’t Give Up 

  

 

June 27, 2021  

First Reading  Joshua 7:10-13 

Second Reading  Revelation 2:12-17 

The Message  Under the Influence

    

 

June 

 worship schedule 

 

Summer 

Sunrise 

Thursdays at 

8:00 A.M. 

 
Our Summer Sunrise Series begins Thursday, 

June 3, 2021, at 8:00 A.M. via Zoom. We will 

meet for six Thursdays in a row, concluding on 

Thursday, July 8, 2021.  The group will decide 

together when and if we will move to gathering 

in-person during this series. Pastor Cheryl, 

Chris Kane and Jerri Rodewald will be 

facilitators for Sunrise.    

The Sunrise Series is a time to reflect on 

scripture that is scheduled as the preaching text 

for the coming Sunday. We listen for the stirring 

of the Spirit in our lives through the text. We 

will use Lectio Divina, which is a contemplative 

way to encounter the biblical text, which is 

God’s word to us.  The question explored in this 

process is: “How is God speaking into one’s life 

at this particular time through this particular 

text?” The Spirit always surprises participants in 

ways that bring fresh insights into our lives. 

Come and listen for the Spirit’s stirrings in your 

own life with others. 

 Staff Whereabouts 

May 2021 

The church office is staffed for receiving calls 

and emails on Mondays and Thursdays, from 

11:00—3:00 P.M.  

Judy will be making her annual trip to Holland 

Michigan  on May 28, returning June 7. 
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“Then Esther said in reply to Mordecai, ‘Go, gather all the Jews to be found in 

Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf, and neither eat nor drink for three days, night 

or day. I and my maids will also fast as you do.”  In the Book of Jonah we read, 

“By decree of the king and his nobles: No human being or animal, no herd or 

flock, shall taste anything. They shall not feed; nor shall they drink water… Who 

knows? God may relent and change his mind; God may turn from God’s fierce 

anger, so that we do not perish.” In ancient Jewish tradition, fasting had two 

primary purposes. The first was to express personal or national repentance for 

sin; fasting was a form of humble supplication before God in the face of imminent 

destruction or calamity. The second purpose was to prepare oneself inwardly for 

receiving necessary strength and grace to complete a mission of faithful service in 

God’s name, like the fasts of Moses and Elijah. 

 

Jesus also fasted in the wilderness prior to his public ministry and in first century 

Palestine regular fasting was a normal part of Jewish piety. Fasting is seriously 

practiced today by our Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic siblings. Yet, 

Protestants, like ourselves have largely forgotten that our greatest leaders – 

Martin Luther, John Calvin, John Wesley, and Jonathan Edwards – were strong 

advocates of this discipline. Even so, fasting is not a spiritual discipline practiced 

by many among us these days.  

 

Yet, fasting is a tangible, visceral way to reveal what we have made more 

necessary than God.  Jesus called himself the bread of life, yet is Christ our daily 

sustenance? How might fasting, as a spiritual practice, help us uncover our 

excessive attachments and the assumptions that lie behind them? 

 

I remember fasting from my email and other electronic forms of communications 

as well as from connecting with my family for 15 days while I was on pilgrimage in 

Israel. I was able to be present to the present moment in a much more powerful 

way then my colleagues who kept dipping their toes back into their churches as 

well as their families. I made spacious room for God and it was transformational. 

Some of my colleagues confessed at the end of our pilgrimage that they wished 

that they had fasted, too. 

 

As Jesus said to the tempter in the wilderness, “One does not live by bread alone.” 

How might fasting, whether from food or activities or electronics, be life giving 

for your relationship with the divine mystery we call God?   

The Practice of 

Self-emptying 
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Did You Know the Church Has a Giving App? 

 

There are many ways to contribute financially to the ministry of our church! 

  

 You can give by mailing a check to: 

First Presbyterian Church 

P.O. Box 2009 

Redlands, CA 92373 

 

 You can pay through your bank’s “Bill Pay” option. 

 You can give through our website – just look for this button:   

 You can give through our phone app!  

 

To give this way, download the app and then enter the church’s name or our zip code (less typing) 

and then select from the churches displayed. You will need to create an account and a password and 

then you are on your way to donating. Currently, there are three funds to contribute to: General 

Operating Fund, Vine Street Park, and Deacons. Once you set up our church and the payment 

method (checking account or credit card), the App remembers, so making subsequent donations is 

easier than your first.  

 

As with all online services, there is a fee; but through the Presbyterian Foundation we have the lowest 

fee on the market, which is a flat 2% of the gift. You do have the option to contribute the 2% fee if you 

would like, or the church will receive your donation minus the 2% service fee. “Ease has a price” as they 

say!  We are thankful for all who generously contribute to the church.  
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  have seen one generous act 

inspire others, as struggling 

restaurants reached out to 

feed front line workers and 

neighborhoods created 

impromptu food pantries. Our 

community’s generosity has 

fed the least of these in our 

community with over 37,000 sack lunches! 

Unfortunately, we haven’t only experienced 

generosity rippling through our communities 

though, we have also seen hate and divisions 

ripple through our communities, our nation, 

and our world.  

I wonder what ripple effect we are having in 

our community, as this might give us insights 

as to the letter God would write to us. Are we 

sharing generously with each other and with 

our community? Are we bearing witness to the 

risen Christ by calling forth life from places of 

deadness? Are we working to build bridges of 

understanding that cultivate peace in our 

divided world? Are we passionately sharing the 

love and compassion we have received through 

Christ with others?  

As summer unfolds, I look forward to exploring 

The Revelation to John with you, as we listen 

for God’s word to us. 

Willing to Listen, 

Pastor Cheryl   

(Continued from page 1) The Pastor’s Corner 

Exciting things have been happening at First 

Presbyterian Church!  We have waited for over a 

year to be able to see each other in worship and it 

has finally happened!  For me it feels like a burden 

has been lifted off my shoulders.  There really is a 

light at the end of the long tunnel! 

Your Deacons have been at work and will continue 

to strive to be the hands of Christ.  The Easter 

Bunny was seen around Redlands dropping off 

Easter baskets to some of our members who do not 

get out very often.  Easter lilies were delivered after 

the Easter service all in an attempt to stay 

connected. 

We thank everyone who donated to the Easter lily 

campaign at Easter.  Not only was the sanctuary 

beautiful, but the extra funds helped the Deacons 

meet some of our commitments we started the first 

part of the year. With Refresh and Renew up and 

running, we stepped up to help them.  We still have 

on going commitments to Family Services, Home 

Again, Youth Hope, the VA, Christian Counseling 

Services, and Peanut Butter and Rice Fund.   

We truly appreciate your generosity in the past and 

hope you will continue to donate to the Deacons in 

the future.  We have continued to reach out to our 

shut in members, and all of our members, by 

sending birthday, thinking of you, get well and 

sympathy cards, as well as care bags.  We are 

always in need of your donations so please 

continue to give generously. 

Looking forward to seeing everyone and, hopefully 

someday soon, being able to see everyone’s smiles. 

Patti Robertson, Moderator of Deacons 

A Moment 

for Deacons 

 

 

 

 

 

   Would you like to  

           dedicate flowers for the  

   sanctuary? Look for  

   sign-up board in the 

narthex in early June, or call the office to make 

arrangements.  Welcome back to our beautiful 

sanctuary! 
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The Gift of the Connectional Church 

 

Each and every member of the church is an important participant in not only this church, but the whole 

church.  As members within the Presbyterian Church U.S.A., we are part of a connectional church that 

provides resources as well as serves in global missions.  

Together, we have the opportunity to support the work of the whole church by contributing our per 

capita. As of April 25th, we have received $1,806.01 towards our commitment of $6,804, which is 

assessed at $36.00 per member. Here is how this gift will be distributed:  

 Presbytery  $24.20 

 Synod   $  2.85 

 General Assembly $  8.95 

 

 

Our gift is paid in six increments, which 

started in February.  

Your generous contribution above and 
beyond your regular giving to this 

commitment, frees us to support other areas 
of our mission. 

 

 

 

Next Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Riverside 

Saturday, June 12, 2021 via Zoom 

Meeting starts at 10:00 A.M. 

 

Commissioners of the Presbytery will gather from east and west, 

and north and south to attend the Stated Meeting of the Presbytery 

of Riverside on Saturday, June 12, 2021 via Zoom. The meeting is an 

open meeting, which means observers are welcomed to experience a 

Presbytery meeting firsthand by simply registering and then 

dropping in to listen. Please pray for all commissioners (both ruling 

elders and teaching elders) who will work together to discern God’s 

leading for the Presbytery during this season of easing restrictions 

and new beginnings. 
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Property and Finance  

Update 
  

Rental Policies and Procedures 

 Judy Tanner, our church secretary, has worked with our long-

term renters to re-establish facility use agreements, which were approved by Property and Finance 

and reported to Session. Rental information is shared regularly with Session. The following 

organizations are back or will soon be back and active on our campus:  

Redlands 7th Day Adventist (SDA) 

Citizens Church 

An SDA wedding is scheduled for June 6th 

The Well 

Redlands Thanksgiving Church  

Camera Club  

 

In-Person Gatherings 

 In-person Sunday worship resumed on Pentecost, Sunday, May 23rd. If you have not yet worshiped 

in person, see page 13 for what you can expect! 

 

Financial Update as of April 30, 2021 

 Here are some broad highlights from our financial reporting Year to Date April 30, 2021: 

         Actual -  Anticipated  =  Difference    

Donations and Pledges  $ 68,492.50  $ 73,333.28  ($ 4,840.78)  

Rental Income   $ 15,705.40  $ 16,155.92  ($    450.52) 

 

Total Income   $ 87,855.80  $ 92,570.17   ($ 4,714.37)   

  

Total Expense   $ 91,576.63  $ 96,909.84   ($ 5,333.21)  

Net Unrestricted Income*   ($  3,720.83)            

Less Principal on Loan       ($  2,468.86) 

Adjusted *NUI             ($  6,189.69) 

 

So, what do these numbers mean? Our donations and pledges are less than anticipated by $4,840.78, 

but our expenses are less than anticipated as well by $5,333.21. Even so, our Net Unrestricted Income 

(NUI) was $3,720.83 more than our income. The Adjusted NUI happens below the NUI line because 

principal on our loan is not considered an expense for accounting purposes, although the principal 

payment does come out of our checking account. Therefore, at the end of April our expenses were 

$6,189.69 more than our income. Our continued generosity is necessary to help us to be financially 

strong as the year progresses.  

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask a member of the Property and Finance 

Committee: Shirley Harry and Luann Bangsund (Co-Moderators), Dick Jones, Todd Hunter, James 

Rager, and Pastor Cheryl. 
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 Young Disciples Corner 
June Happenings 

Every Sunday at 1:00 P.M. you have a chance to see other Young Disciples, so let’s Zoom 

together! During the month of May, the Young Disciples continued to learn stories about 

Jesus. Mr. Wilson faithfully organizes and leads our virtual Sunday School each week that 

helps us “Wonder” about our faith.  Parents, thank you for making sure your Young Disciples 

are online for Zoom Sunday school, which takes place on Sundays at 1:00 P.M.  Parents stay 

tuned for texts from Wilson as he shares the details about how to connect via Zoom each 

Sunday. Here is the information about connecting via Zoom: Zoom Meeting ID: 830 7443 

6361 and Passcode is FPCR. 

A big thank you to each Young Disciple 

and Youth who have helped lead 

worship through the sharing of the 

Prayer for Illumination this past 

month –– Nayab Sanchez, Elise Evans, 

Lorence Kayange, Tucker Stewart, 

and Adrian Roiballove. Thank you, 

parents, for helping your Young and 

Youth Disciples participate! If your 

child or youth has not had an 

opportunity, and would like to, please 

let Wilson Kayange know. Wilson 

schedules our young disciples and 

youth for this opportunity.  

On the following page, there’s a flyer about the summer camp at Big Bear Lake Christian 

Conference Center. There are applications for scholarships in the church office. Call (909) 

793-2839, Mondays or Thursdays, 11:00—3:00, or email FPCRedlands@gmail.com if you need 

one. 
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Session Highlights  

May, 2021 
 

 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Redlands 

held its regularly scheduled Stated Session Meeting, via a 

Zoom Meeting, on Monday evening, May 17, 2021, and took 

the following actions at the meeting: 

 

 Received the Financial Report for the month ending April 30, 2021 

 

           Total Unrestricted Income:       $18,599.63   

    

                           Total Unrestricted Expenditures:       $23,253.46   

  

        Excess Unrestricted Income/Expenses: ($4,653.83) 

 

  Balance in General Account:       $55,004.66  

 

 Reviewed and reapproved the Session Covenant for 2021. 

 

 Accepted, with regret, the resignation of Sue Teele from Session and her leadership roles. 

 

 Approved establishing a permanent fund with the Presbyterian Foundation in the amount of the 

original gift from Donald C. Anderson.   

 

 Approved adding James Rager and Todd Hunter as Signers on the General Checking Account and 

as Counters for the Weekly Offering. 

 

 Received the 2020 Annual Financial Review Report. 

 

 Approved the rental of Vine Street Community Park at the rate of $25/hour for a minimum of two 

hours. 

 

 In a meeting of the FPCR Corporation, approved Shirley Harry as President of the  

FPCR Corporation. 
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Outreach Updates 

 

Did you know that the Redlands Charitable Resource 

Coalition’s sack lunch ministry has served over 

37,000 lunches since March of 2021, thanks to the 

generosity of our Redlands area community, 

including our church! We thank everyone who has 

contributed to feeding the least of these among us 

during COVID. This ministry is scheduled to 

continue through September 30th, as other non-

profit services in the community are looking to 

restart operations again in the Fall. 

 

Redlands Charitable Resource Center – Sack Lunches 

Here is how you participate! Make lunches and then take them to 612 Lawton Street, Redlands CA 

92373, on Tuesdays: 1:00 P.M. to 2:00 P.M. (drop off 12:50 P.M. to 1:45 P.M.) and Wednesday through 

Monday: 10:00 A.M. to 12:00 Noon (drop off 9:45 A.M. to 11:45 A.M.). You might recognize this address 

as the Family Service Association of Redlands location, and it is! 

 

Here is a reminder as to the contents of the sack lunches: 

2 sandwiches (baloney & cheese, P&J, tuna, etc.) 

2 fresh fruits (easy to chew) 

2 snack type foods (hips, crackers, soft granola bars, etc.) 

2 deserts (cookies, candy bars, etc.) 

Water and napkin 

Monetary donations are gratefully welcomed and may be made using PayPal (rcrchelp.com) or by 

mailing a check payable to the Redlands Charitable Resources Coalition, Inc (RCRC), Box 8157, 

Redlands, CA 92375 

 

Family Service Association 

of Redlands – Hunger 

Walk Saturday, June 5, 

2021 

For those who registered – 

please remember to pick up 

your shirt and goody bag on 

June 5th in the morning at the University of Redlands and then walk your 5K! Take photos and send 

them to the office for sharing in a future Messenger. 
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In-Person Worship—What to Expect 

 
If you have not had the opportunity to attend in-person worship, we ask for grace as we navigate this 
new way of being together, knowing that change will be inevitable. Here is what you can expect right 
now: 

 Arrive early, as there will be a protocol to enter the narthex and the sanctuary: 

Stay physically distanced by family groups; 

Masks will be required and available, if needed; 

Temperatures will be taken; 

You will be required to give your name to assist with required contact tracing notification 
protocols, if necessary; 

You may print your bulletin out at home as it will continue to be sent in the Saturday 
Update; otherwise,  bulletins will be available in the narthex.    

 In the narthex and sanctuary: 

The first thing you will notice is the lack of furniture in the narthex. This was an 
opportunity to remove the old furniture and prepare for something new that will allow 
for more flexible use of this space; 

Hand sanitizing stations will be available in multiple locations in the narthex; 

Useable sanctuary seating will be clearly marked, and ushers will help each family unit 
locate a seat. Each family unit will be at least six feet from any other family unit;   

Only worship leaders will read responsively and sing, as they will be a minimum of 20 feet 
away from any physically present worshipers. Those physically present in worship are 
asked to listen rather than participate vocally, given that droplets are what spreads the 
virus. Hymnals will not be available for use; 

The choir will continue to be virtual at this time; 

The “sound booth” has been reconstructed and enlarged to accommodate the new 
technology needed for hybrid worship, in-person as well as online. Please stay 
physically distanced from the technical AV booth and the volunteer technicians; 

Hearing Assistance devices will be on a stand near the Sound Area. Please use as needed 
and then return them after the service for sanitizing. 

 When worship concludes: 

You will be asked to exit the sanctuary, starting with those seated in the back. Movement 
will be planned to minimize close contact; 

Offering plates will be available in the narthex as you exit the sanctuary after the service;   

Worship leaders will not greet worshipers after worship though conversations may occur 
outside, with recommended physical distancing practiced, on the patio or in the park.  

There will be no coffee or food available after service.  

 General protocols while on campus 

Masks will be required whenever you are on campus either inside a building or not. 

Physical distancing will be required both inside and outside of buildings.  

 

Based on future guidance by the CDC and guidance by health departments, these guidelines may 
become more strict or less strict, as needed. 

 

We look forward to sharing God’s word both in-person and through Facebook Live in the weeks and 
months to come. As the prophet Isaiah said, “The word of our God will stand forever!” 
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Sunday, 6 June, 2021, at Noon via Zoom 

Mapping Religion in the Roman Empire: 
Reclaiming the Diverse Voices of Pentecost 

The account of Pentecost reported in Acts preserves 
a provocative snapshot of the diverse voices one 
might encounter in the linguistic and cultural 
networks of first century Judaism. On Sunday, 
June 6, we will use these geographical soundbites 
as a guide for placing the teachings of Jesus and 
Paul in conversation, and using the story of 
Pentecost to sketch a map of the religious 
influences that seeded the emergence of 
Christianity in the Roman Empire. 
 
Sunday, 13 June, 2021 at Noon via Zoom 

‘Re-forming’ the Map of Religion in the 
Roman Empire 

Both Luther and Calvin premise that nothing can 
elucidate biblical truth better than a map. On 
Sunday, June 13th (half a millennium hence), we 
will test this assertion by comparing the diverse 
geographical detail encountered in biblical texts, 
with maps included in Protestant Bibles. Through 
examination of emergent and distinctively 
Christian, cartographic landscapes, we will 
consider the ways in which 16th century debates  ‘re
-formed’ both prior and subsequent readings of 
Jesus, Paul and Pentecost – relative to Empire. 

Sunday, 20 June, 2021 at Noon via Zoom 

Redrawing the Map of Religion in the 
Inland Empire 

Like the maps included in Protestant bibles, 
popular cartographies depict SoCal’s religious 
landscapes in formats that highlight Christianity’s 
dominant strains. However, as in the Roman 
Empire, the region’s linguistic and cultural 
networks reveal a more complex picture. On 
Sunday, June 20th, we will document regional 
echoes of Pentecost’s diverse voices, as we ‘Re-draw 
the map of Religion in the Inland Empire’, and ‘re-
form’ its Christian geographies. 

Sunday, 27 June, 2021 at Noon via Zoom 
(Facilitated by Ashley Starr Morris) 

Chastity as Autonomy? 

Chastity in Christianity has meant different 
things at different times. From Paul in early 
Christianity to purity pledges in the 21st century, 
what one chooses to do with one’s sexuality (or not) 
is purported to have consequences not only for 
oneself and one’s salvation, but also for one’s 
communities and even for the nation. Purity rings, 
pledges, dances, and slogans are emblematic of a 
broader purity culture within American 
evangelicalism that promises its 
adherents spiritual, physical, and emotional 
satisfaction in their marriage relationships. But is 
that all it’s doing? This class will explore the most 
recent iteration of chastity via purity culture within 
American evangelicalism, and its connections to 
power, race, gender, and nationalism. 

What is Happening in July? 

In July, we will return to in-person adult education 
classes after worship and dig into The Revelation of 
John at a deeper level.  Here are some of the 
resources that Pastor Cheryl is using for this series: 

 Gorman, Michael J., Reading Revelation 
Responsibly: Uncivil Worship and Witness – 
Following the Lamb into the New Creation, 
2010. 

 Boesak, Allan A., Comfort and Protest: The 
Apocalypse of John from a South African 
Perspective, 1987. 

 Kerygma, The Book of Revelation: Visions for 
the Church in Crisis, 1989. 

 Horizons Bible Study, Journeys Through 
Revelation: Apocalyptic Hope for Today, 2010
-2011 

 The New Interpreter’s Bible, “The Book of 
Revelation,” by Christopher C. Rowland, 1998. 

 

Bring your questions as we explore together the last 
book in our sacred text and discuss its application 
for our lives today. 

Adult Education  

Reimagining the Map of Pentecost  

Dr. Lillian I. Larsen (Professor, University of Redlands) 

Ashley Starr Morris (Ph.D. Candidate,  
Claremont Graduate University) 
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The Hybrid Church World 

Share Your Gifts! 

 

The howling wind of the spirit brought us together 

both physically and online on Pentecost Sunday, 

reminding us that God is always doing a new thing! 

The church world we live in is now hybrid, not an 

either/or but a both/and. So, come, Holy Spirit, 

and draw out those who have gifts and skills to 

further your mission through our church! Here are 

some possibilities for you to consider: 

1) Be a member of the Worship Audio 

Visual Team as a sound or video 

technician. In our  new  hybrid church 

world, we need two technicians for each 

worship service, one on sound and one on 

video. Training will be offered; so, just because 

you don’t know how to now, is not an excuse if 

the Spirit is nudging you to get involved; 

2) Be a digital ambassador for Christ! 

Engage those who are engaging with us online. 

Let’s learn how to reach out those who are 

connecting with us, to learn more about their 

story as we share our story.  Pastor Cheryl 

interacts online with others, but the more 

ambassadors we have the better; 

3) Be a content provider by helping us tell 

our story as a church. Content providers 

will be under the direction of Pastor Cheryl, as 

we brainstorm ideas and create engaging 

content for social media; 

4) Be a graphic design volunteer. Develop 

social media graphics which tell our story as 

well as share information about what is 

happening in the life of our church for our 

webpage or social media; 

5) Be a photographer of church activities. 

Did you know that images containing people 

are noticed more by the Facebook Algorithm? 

We need more good quality photos of our 

people that can be shared on our website and 

social media.   

 

Living into the hybrid church world will challenge 

us to use our creative imaginations! The good news 

is, we are all far more flexible and adaptable then 

we ever thought we were given our experience 

during the pandemic.   

 

What gifts do you have that could help us move into 

this new hybrid world? This may mean we will need 

to fund a new part time position! I know the 

University Learning Center is eager to point 

students in our direction to help us. 

 

Remember, with God all things are possible and 

God’s Spirit at work within us can do far more than 

we could ever ask or imagine. We just need to step 

out in faith, trusting that God will give us wings! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communication Preference 

 

There are so many options these days to receive 

communication, so please be sure to notify the 

office if you have a preferred communication 

method – email, regular mail, texts, phone calls, 

social media, or any combination thereof – so that 

the church can design ways to keep us all 

connected!  

Please notify us, if you are not receiving 

communication as information is sent out to the 

congregation at least weekly. Make sure you have 

fpcredlands@gmail.com as a safe email provider, 

otherwise we have been known to end up in spam 

mail because of the size of our “bcc” lists. We are 

working hard to communicate with you! 

mailto:fpcredlands@gmail.com
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First Presbyterian 

Church of Redlands 

Living the heart & mind 

of Christ at the heart of 

the city 

The mission of the First 

Presbyterian Church of 

Redlands is to grow 

spiritually with the 

community by sharing 

the love of Jesus Christ 

with all who seek to 

know God through 

worship, prayer, 

fellowship, and 

evangelism. 
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CHURCH OF REDLANDS 

An inclusive Community 

of Faith, Living the Heart 

and Mind of Christ at the 

Heart of the City 
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Return Service 

Requested 

You can Save Postage + 

Save Paper = 

Save $$ by subscribing by email. 

We are pleased to share our newsletter with you and we 

welcome your comments! 

You may also view this newsletter on our web site. Go to 

www.fpcredlands.org and then click on The Messenger 

tab at the top of the page. 


